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Meetings undifturbed for a Seafon.—Twenty Per- 
fons die Prifoners in Newgate.—Among jt them 
Richard Hubberthorn and Edward Burrough.— 
Life and Character of Richard Hubberthorn.— 
Ditto of Edward Burrough.—Wiliam Ames.— 
Samuel Fifber, for refufing to fwear, committed to 
Newgate.—Notes exemplifying fundry fuffering 
Cafes. 3 


EF OR about fix weeks the:meetings in the city c H AP. 
were generally undifturbed: the death of the 
murder. man, the apprehenfion of, trouble. 1662, 
which <;ight have followed, and the publick Meetings 
.. ys ‘ . ‘ : ; undifturbed 
cenfure”ot their inhumanity, having, probably, for a tea- 
damped the ardour of thefe perfecuting magi- fe. 
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2 HISTORY of THe 


CHAP. returned to a repetition of the fame prattices, 
‘and continued therein to near the end of this 
1662. ae 
ao perfons By which time no lefs than twenty perfons 
dice Puen died prifoners in Newgate, and feven more by 
gate, and ficknefs contraéted there, foon after their dif- 
among», Charge: amongft thofe who died there, were 
Hubber- Richard Hubberthorn and Edward Burrough, 
mer aed two well qualified ferviceable men, whofe ex- 
rough,  emplary lives, minifterial labours, active exer- 
tions in behalf of their fufferig friends, and 
remarkable qualifications for ufefulnefs in vari- 
ous refpects, gave them a place amongtt the moft 
eminent members of this fociety, made their 

lofs very fenfibly felt by their friends; and fur- - 
nifhed their enemies and oppreflors (whom it 
ought to have humbled into contrition, had they 
retained any tendernefs of the chriftian or the 
man, as authors of their untimely death) with 
an occafion of exultation, in hopes that the re- 
moval of thefe ferviceable members would give 
fuch a fhock to the fociety (whofe extin¢tion 

they defired) as would not be readily got over. 

Life and Richard Hubberthorn had his birth in the 
character of northern parts of Lancafhire, being the only fon 
Rich. Hub of his father, a yeoman of good repute in that 
couniry. From his youth, he was averfe to 
vice and inclined to piety, fobriety and virtue. 
Being arrived to years of maturity, he obtained 
a polt in the parliament’s army, and from a zeal 
for promoting rigbteoufnefs preached occafion- 
ally to the foldiers and others. . But entering 
amongit fome of the firft into the fociety of the 
Quakers fo called, agreeable to their principle of 
peace he quitted his military employment, as 
he found it his place to ufe his endeavours, by 
a fpiritual warfare with his own lufts and in- 
firmities, 
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firmities, fo to walk in obedience to the grace of C HAP, 
God, as to obtain favour with that prince, whofe _ ¥" 
Kingdom is not of this world. And paffing 
through a variety of inward probations, he at- 
tained experience in the work of regeneration, 
and received ability to direct others in the fure 
. way to the kingdom of Heaven, being one of 
the firft of the minifters in this fociety who tra- 
velled about for the propagation of righteouf- 
nels. 

His bodily prefence promifed little, being a 
man of low ftature, infirm conftitution, and a 
weak voice; fo that an acquaintance wiih his 
real character was referved for an intimate know- 
ledge of his worth, which lay out of the way of 
fuperficial obfervation, confifting not in grace- 
fulnefs of perfon, but the laudable faculties of 
the mind: he was of an excellent natural tem- 
per, being a man of much mecknefs, humility, 
patience and brotherly kindnefs ; of diflinguifh- 
ed equanimity, neither eafily deprefled in ad- 
verfity, nor elated in profperity ; clear in judg- 
ment, and quick of underftanding, he knew his 
feafon when to fpeak, and when to be filent ; 
and when he f{poke, he fpoke with plainnefs and 
pertinency to the fubject betore hii. 

Notwithftanding the weaknefs of his voice, 
he was a powerful, able and fuccefsful minifter 
of the gofpel ; travelling in the different parts of 


mn panel 
1662. 


| ei the nation in the exercife of his miniftry, moftly 

4 . for the {pace of nine years: great numbers were 

as convinced dnd brought over to the fame faith 

; and practice, which he preached up, as feals to 
the power and efficacy of his miniltry. 

Although he was the very man, that having 

; obtained accefs to the King, was admitted to a 

free conference with him, in which he gave him 
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4 apHIs TOR ¥ OF.. THE 


CHAP, fuch fatisfaction, as to the principles and praétice 
__, of the Quakers, fo called, that he received the 
1662, royal aflurance of protection from fuffering for 
the whole fociety, while they lived peaceably: 

yet this promife was violated, as well in refer- 

ence to his own perfon, as to the fociety in ge- 

neral. For in the month called June, ,he was 

haled with violence from the meeting at Bull 

and Mouth, and carried before that implacable 
magiftrate alderman Brown, who, indulging his 

paflion as ufual, pulled him down by the hat 

with fuch fury that he brought his head almoft 

to the ground: in the infolence of office, thus 
treating with unbecoming indignity a man of 
confequence, and good repute, and a much wor- 

thier character than himfelf had any pretenfions 

to; he then committed him to Newgate, where 

the throng was fo great, and the air ‘fo yitiated, 

as foon overpowered his infirm conftitution ; he 
prefently grew fick, and was taken away by 

death, when he had fcarce been two months in 

prifon. . | ane 

Pics donk As his life had been {pent in acts of righteouf- 
mot:d. nefs and the purfuit of peace, his latter end ex- 
hibited the happy effects thereof; the peaceful 
tenor of his confcience, {tripping death of all its 
terrors, he was in his laft moments fupported to 
look forward, in full affurance of faith to the 
“pear approach of future happinefs. Some of his 
intimate friends vifiting him near his end, and 
enquiring if he felt any thing on his mind to 
communicate, he replied, ‘* That there was no 
« need to difpute matters; he knew the ground 
<¢ of his falvation, and was fatisfied for ever in 
«¢ his peace with the Lord.”? At another time 
he exprefled himfelf thus, ‘“ That faith which 
“ hath wrought my falvation, I well know, and 
salave 
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PEOPLE cattep QUAKERS. 5 


© have grounded fatisfaction in it.’ But thec Ha Pp. 
greatelt part of the time of his ficknefs he pafled  Y'' 

in inward retirement and meditation, fo refign- aid 
ed, and fo {till, that he was not obferved to vent 
a groan through the whole. ‘he day before he 
died, he afked for the miftrefs of the houfe, to 
whom he faid, ‘¢ This night or to-morrow I fhall 
** depart hence. and the next morning, to one 
fitting by him, “ Do not feek to hold me, for 
‘© it [the body] is too {trait for me; and out of 
“¢ this {traitnefs I muft go; for | am wound up 
*¢ into largenefs, and am to be lifted up on high 
*¢ far above all.’”? So in the evening of that 
day, the 17th 6". 1662, he finifhed his courfe in 
this life, in a frame of mind well prepared for an 
entrance into a better. 


NOO2. 


EDWARD BURROUGH was born in Life and 
or near Underbarrow, a village in the barony Oe ea 
Kendal in Welftmoreland, of parents in repute Burrough. 
for their honeft and virtuous conduct in life, who 
were poflefled of competent fubftance to give 
him a good education in fuch learning as the 
country afforded ; which though not furnifhing 
the opportunity of what is termed a liberal edu- 
cation; yet the foundnefs of his judgment, and 
the maturity of his underitanding abundantly 
compenfating for this deficiency in literature, 
even his puerile years exhibited proofs of manly 
fenfe, and he was early diflinguifhed by wifdom 
and fteadinefs of conduct, rarely to be met with 
in one of his’ age; employing himiclf even 
then in religious thoughtfulnefs, and in the con- 
verfation of fuch as were in efteem for piety and 
virtue: abftaining from the ordinary pleafures 
and purfuits of youth, he placed his fatisfaction 
in perufing the holy fcriptures, in which he ie 

we 
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well verfed. He was brought up by his parents 
in the epifcopal way of worfhip; but at the age 

of twelve years he began at times to frequent 
the meetings of the Prefbyterians, becaufe their 
doétrine appeared to him to approach nearer to 
the primitive practice of the chriftian church; 

and continued his attendance of their meetings 
*till about the 17th year of his age, when 


“his reflection and judgment attaining a great- 


er degree of maturity, he felt confiderable un- 
eafinefs and fear, being led to take a view of the 
condition of his foul; and thereby being con- 
vinced that notwithftanding his religious appear- 
ance, and good reputation, he had not attained 
to that knowledge of God, and that internal pu- 
rity of heart, which was difcovered to his un- 
derftanding, as the effential part of true religion. 
About this time, being exercifed in prayer, he 
felt an inward conviction imprefling his under- 
{tanding with this intelligence, ‘* Thou art igno- 
“* rant of God; thou knowe/t not where he is, nor 
“ what be is; to what purpofe is thy prayer ?”’. 
This awakening intelligence excited him to re- 
doubled diligence, and circumfpection of life, 
fo that he was not only very careful in his own 
conduct, but upon occafion, was concerned to 
reprove ‘others for their vain converfation, im- 
piety or immorality ; wherein, though his cha- 
ritable endeavours expofed him to contempt and 
derifion, yet he felt in himfelf much peace, and 
enlivening refrefhment of fpirit, in a con{cioul- 
nefs of his religious life and fincere endeavours 
to pleafe God. 

Notwithftanding which, his mind was often fo 
attended with doubting and perplexity, that it 
became greatly darkened, and in this ftate he was 
ready to queftion his own experience: Yet fin- 

i : . cerely 
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cerely defirous af further difcoveries of the way of 
life and falvation, and finding the do@trine of the 
teachers to whom he had attached himfelf, defe&- 
ive in profitable in{truction, as to the want and 
defire of his foul, appearing to him the refult of 
mere fpeculation, and a natural comprehenfion 
of the {criptures and of the experiences of others, 
‘and: not the fruit of their own experience, he dif- 
continued his attention to them; and was one, 
amongft the many, that were at a lofs in their 
minds, what guide to follow, or what fociety to 
look to, for the direction they wanted. At the 
time when George Fox firft came into the parts 
where he refided, he went to hear him preach, 
and afterwards entered into reafoning with him 
upon religious fubjeéts (as before related) where- 
by it plealed the Lord fo to open his under{tand- 
-ing into a clear view of his fpiritual condition, 
that he perceived (as he himfelf expreffeth it) that 
he was yet in the prodigal ftate, above the crofs 
of Chrift, and not in the true fear of the Lord; 
Yielding to the conviction of truth (as he was 
fully perfuaded) he was not difcouraged from en- 
tering into fociety with the Quakers, though like 
the primitive chriftians, a people defpifed by the 
world, and every where {poken again{t. For this 
he was rejected by his relations, and expelled from 
his father’s houfe, which hardfhip, with many 
‘others he was afterwards expoled to, he bore with 
exemplary patience, and continued fteadfaft to the 
laft in the doctrines and principles of truth. ‘Vhro’ 
fidelity to the difeovery of duty, by the light in 
his confcience, he advanced in the work of fanc- 
tification, and being thereby endued with the beft 


qualification, became an eminent minifter of the 
golpel: 
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c HA P.gofpel, and a moft ferviceable member of this 
__, fociety. Indefatigable in the laborious exertion 
Vary of excellent talents, natural and {piritual, by 
word and by writing, for the promotion of righte- 
oufnefs in the earth; for the propagation of gof- 
pel truths ; for edifying of the body in love; and 
ufing endeavours for their relief from their griev- | 
ous fufferings ; he willingly devoted the bloom 
of his youth, and the fucceeding part of life, to 
the fervice of God; of his fellow members in fo- 
ciety, and mankind in general, by unremitted 
endeavours to prevail upon the inhabitants of this 
and other nations to turn from the evil of their 
ways; to encourage them to righteoufnefs and 
purity of life by example, exhortation, admoni- 

tion and reproof. 

‘ Thefe religious exercifes were as the whole 
bufinefs of his life, of which he did not appropri- 
ate to himfelf or his private concerns one week at 
a time for many years; but being continually and 
induftrioully employed jn doing good, he allow- 
ed himfelf few hours of repofe. 

iequalife His miniftry was powerful and reaching, his 
cations as adoétrine found, and his language eloquent; for 
a. though defective in human literature, in the efti- 
-mation of the wife men of this world, yet he 

fpake as with the tongue of the learned, having 

learned in the beft fchool, and been prepared for 

the miniftry by the beft inftruction, that of the 

Spirit of truth, gradually leading into the living 
experience of holinefs, through the wafhing of 
regeneration, he was qualified, like the wile 

{cribe, out of the treafury of his own experience, 

to bring forth things new and old; and to tos 

wit 
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with clearnefs in the demonftration of the fpirit,c HA P- 


to the underftanding of his auditors. He fpake 
the feeling and animated laneuage of the heart, 
aptly applied to the ftates, and reaching the divine 
witnels in the hearts of his hearers, whereby his 
miniftry was made effectual to the turning of 
many from darknefs to light, and from fin. to 
righteoufnefs and circum{pettion of life. 

His perfonal conduct gaye efhcacy to his mini- 
{try ; he lived himfelf as he wanted and advifed 
others to live, viz. in the fear of his Maker, 
walking in his prefence, and fetting him as at his 
right hand that he might not fin again{t him. His 
natural difpofition was bold and manly, tempered 
with innocence; his converfation affable and in- 
ftructive, circumfcribed with watchful care. 

That arbitrary ftretch of power, which at this 
period was fo unjuftly pointed at Quakers in ge- 
neral, was like to fall moft heavily upon thofe who 
were moft eminent amongft them. It might 
therefore adminifter occafion of wonder, if this 
diftinguifhed young man had efcaped the ftroke 
ofa perfecution, fo generally levelled at the body 
of which he was contidered as one of the principal 
ornaments and fupports. Under the rigour of an 
harfh imprifonment, he fell a facrifice to inexo- 
rable malice, and terminated a life of exemplary 
virtue and wifdom at an age, when the generality 
of mankind fcarce think ferioufly about living. 

The preceding pages have informed the reader 
that he travelled in many parts of England, 
through Ireland, in Scotland and Vlanders, in the 
exercife of his minifterial labours, in which he 
met with a variety of fufferings, trials and impri- 
fonments; but his principal ficld of labour, from 
the time of his going thither, was in and sheet 
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CHA P the city of London, where his miniftry had been 
Vil effectual to the converfion of numbers. And his 
affectionate regard was fo warm to the inhabitants 
of that city, that he is faid, when perfecution 
grew hot, repeatedly to have exprefled himfelf 
thus to Francis Howgill, his bofom friend: ‘ I can 
* freely go to that city, and lay down my life for 
** a teltimony to that truth, which I have declared 
*¢ through the fpirit and power of God.’ And 
being this year ona vifit to his friends in Briftol, 
in taking his leave of them, he faid, “ he did not 
“« know he fhould fee their faces any more,”’ and 
therefore ‘* he exhorted them to faithfulnefs and 
“* fteadfaftnefs in that wherein they found reft to 
‘ their fouls.” And to fome, “ lam now going 
‘* up to the city of London again, to lay down 
‘my life for the gofpel, and fuffer amongft 
* friends in that place.” 
Not long after arriving in London, he attend. 
ed the meeting at Bull and Mouth, where as he 
Committed Was concerned in his miniftry, he was violently 
to Newgate Hulled down by foldiers, and taken before al- 
derman Brown, who committed him to Newgate: 
Some weeks alter he was brought to trial at the 
peo 8 Old Bailey, fined by the court twenty marks*, 
oned til apm t Aye A . 
payment. and condemned to lie in prifon till he paid the 
fie. 
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* The proceedings of the courts at this time feem inexpli- 
cable, as it doth not appear by what law they impofed thefe ar- 
bitrary and exorbitant fnes. The late laws againft Quakers 
limit the forfeiture and imprifonment, The revived obfolete 
Jaw of Elizabeth, of 201. a month, could not lie againft a man 
for being found at one meeting, and who previoufly had been 
travelling in other parts ; befides, I do not find this act gives 
any power of imprifonment at all. Neither doth the ftatute of 
Premunire reach the prefent cafe. So that it feems as if they 
aged with or without law at their pleafure, in harrafhng an 
harmlefs body of mea. 
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fine: which amounted to perpetual imprifon-cH a Pp. 


nent, unlefs releafed by the king; for as the VU". 
fact for which he, with many of his brethren, ~ - m 
1662. 


were condemned, was, in their eflimation, no 
crime, but an aét of indifpenfible duty to God, a 
yoluntary and active compliance with the penalty, 
they elteemed a tacit confeffion of guilt, giving 
away: the caufe, and balking their teftimony to 
the truth, which, for confcience-fake, they durit 
not do, This their perfecutors well knew, and 
took this as another mode to imprifon them dur- 
ing pleafure. 

_ Being thus immured in the fame prifon with 
fix or feven {core of his friends, crowded fo many 
in one room, as was even fuffocating, many of 
them grew fick and died, of which number he 
was one. And though a fpecial order from the oder from 
king was fent to the fheriffs of London, for his the king for 

es ae ; his releafe 
releafe and that of fome other prifoners, yet fuch eyagea, 
was the averfion to all humanity, and fo impla- 
cable the enmity of fome of the city magiftrates, 
efpecially Brown, that they exerted themielves to 
prevent the execution of this order, and found 

means to effect it. By his detention in prifon, 

his diftemper gathered ftrength, and threatened 

his approaching diffolution, the profpect where- 

of the purity of his confcience {tripped of all its ter- 

rors, fupported by the confolatory review of a life 

well fpent in the feryice of his Creator, his friends 

and feilow-citizens, and exempt from the con{ci- 

oufnefs of imputed fin, or wilful omiffion of du- 

ty, he hefitated not to make the following folemn 

appeal: J have had the teftimony of the Lord’s 

love unto me from my youth, and my heart, O Lord, 

hath been given up to do thy will. I have preached 

the gofpel freely inthis cily, and have often given up 
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CHAP. my life for the gofpel’s fake ; and now, O Lord, rip 
An open my heart, and fee if it be not right before thee. 
166s" Again, There is no iniquity ) fies at my door 3 but the 
prefence of the Lord is with me,-and bis li life I feel 
sujtifies me. Fis triends about him he counfelled 
to live in love and peace, and love one another. 
Praying tor his enemies and perfecutors, he faid, 
Lord forgive Richard Brown, if he may be for- 
grven. And being fenfible of his ditfolution draw- 
ing nigh, he faid, Though this body of clay muff 
turn to duft, yet I have a teftimony that I have ferv- 
ed God faithfully in my generation ; and that fpirit 
that hath lived and aded and ruled in me, foall yet 
break forth in thoufands. ‘The morning before his 
departure, he faid, Now my foul and Jpirit is cen- 
tered into its own being with God, and this form of 
perjon mufe return from whence it was taken ; and 
after a little time expired, the 14th of the month. 
called Vebruary, in the prime of life, being in 
the 28th year of his age, having been a zealous 

preacher of righteoufnels about ten years. 
William Ames alfo died in the latter end of this 
year at Amiterdam, As foon as the laft act 
again{t conventicles came in force, feveral indivi- 
duals of bitter fpirits, and officious in evil, feem- 
ed waiting with impatience the opportunity of 
gratifying their inclination to mifchief, without 
regard to legal forms or the conftitutional privi- 
leees of the lubject ; for fuch was the temper of 
this perfecuting age, and fuch the protection 
that lawlefs perfons depended upon, that the 
rincipal barriers of the conititution were broken 
Disgaea down, to give illegal effect to iniquitous laws : So 
enforcing that when fome of this people were feen to enter 
he emt! “an houfe, though only on a private vifit to their 
friends, they were purived into the houfe by mul- 
ketcers, 


W. Ames, 
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keteers, without legal authority ; and even doors.c HA P. 
of private dwellings were broken open, under. Y!" 
pretence of detecting their meetings (who never 
met in corners to avoid detection) and where they 
found five together, upon whatever bufinels or 
oecafion, it was aconventicle. Now it happened 
that two of thefe mufketeers, Thomas and John 
Herbert with other aflociates, entering one houfe 
according to their cuftom with drawn fwords, 
found there Samuel Fifher, William Ames, 
and three * more, whom they immediately took 
prifoners, and being atked tor a warrant, holding 
up their{words, replied, Do not aft us for a war- 
rant, THIS is our warrant. ‘Yhey immediately 
forced them to Paul’s yard, where they were de- 
rided and abufed by the foldiers, and afterwards 
taken before Richard Brown, who fent them with w. ames 
a mittimus to Bridewell to be kept to hard Ja- imprilened, 
bour, where they were required to beat hemp, ing fokis 
and treated fo feverely that William Ames grew “usheed. 
dangeroufly ill, and being an inhabitant of Am- 
{terdam, he was dilcharged, for fear of his 
dying in prifon here alfo;. upon which he returned 
to the place of his refidence, in a weak {tate of 
health, from which he never recovered, but died 
within the current year *. 

In his youth he was of a chearful difpofition, 
and delighted in airy company ; but being difqui- 
eted in mind by conviction of his folly in mif- 
pending his precious time, he gave himfelf up to 
religious exerciles, to a diligent attendance to 
the doétrine of the priefls and teachers, and to 
the reading of the {criptures, a practice good in 
itfelf, yet his religion only notional, amuling the 

underilandins, 
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* Samuel Goodacre, Henry Green, and J. Grinihaw. 
» Sewel, p. 379. et alibi. 
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CHAP.underftanding, but not cleanfing the heart, 
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brought him not peace with God: But being of 
quick underftanding he could difcourfe readily of 
thofe topicks which he had heard and read, and 
entering into fociety with the Baptifts, became a 
teacher among them. He was alfo a military of- 
ficer in Cromwell’s army in Ireland, in which 
poft, being {trict and regular in his own conduét, 
he exerted himfelf to introduce, and preferve the 
like regularity among the foldiers under his com- 
mand by a {trict difcipline: But {till though he 
had truth in his comprehenfion, and could dif- 
courfe of fanctification, he perceived he was not 
come into the experience thereof, as his paffions 
had {till dominion over him, and regeneration 
Was yet wanting, but was at a lofs as to the 
means of attaining what he ftood in need of. 
About this time Francis Howgill and Mdward 
Burrough coming into Ireland, he went to heat 
them, and by their doctrine was informed that it 
was the light, wherewith Chri enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world, which 
convinceth man of fin, and giveth him powet 
over it. ‘This doétrine ‘delivered with a reaching 
influence, made a deep impreflion upon his 
mind, and produced in him a refolution circum- 
fpectively to attend to this inward monitor ; and 
thus walking in fear, he received power to avoid 
the evil he was condemned for, and to advance 
in the work of fanctification, and not only joined 
in profeflion with the people called Quakers, but 
in procels of time became a zealous preacher 
amongft them, and travelled in the work of the 
miniftry, not only in England, but much in Hol- 
land and Germany, where feveral were con- 
vinced by him, efpecially in the Palatinate ; es 
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thefe Palatines removing foon after to Penfylva- cna pr. 


nia, efcaped the general devaftation of their coun-  V!!- 
y by the French, which happened not long ee ; 
after, and at lalt he fettled at Amiterdam, where *‘°°7" 


he fupported himfelf by wool-combing, and there 
he died as before related. 

Samuel Fifher and the reft committed with him, sam. Fier, 
at ‘the end of fix weeks were brought to the fef- Hii ook 
fions at the Old Bailey, not to trial, for they had fwear, com- 


no charge again{ft them, being very illegally im- ites 
prifoned, having broke no law: And therefore 
they were brought to be involved in the breach 
ot law, by the fure courfe of tendering the oath 
of allegiance: They defired the act might be read, 
by virtue whereof the oath was required of them. 
‘This was promifed by the court to be done; yet 
inflead thereof they ordered the clerk to read only 
the form of the oath, but would not allow the 
law impofing it to be read. Before the prifoners 
had declared their refufal, they were ordered to 
be taken away, which the officers did with fuch 
rudenefs, that they threw fome of them down 
upon the ftones ; and thus, inftead of being freed 
from their illegal imprifonment, they were com- 
mitted to Newgate. 

The relation of the harfh and unjuft meafures 
purfued in this year of hot perfecution we have 
confined moftly to the city of London as the 
principal feene of action; yet thefe or the like 
proceedings were not confined to the city, but 
were too generally carried on in the different 
counties, wherever the magiftrates were bigots 
to the church, or fycophants to the court, of 


which there were too many in all quarters *. 
GH AP: 


* John Grave of Turpenhow, Thomas Watfon of Cocker- Cumber- 


mouth, and John Robinfon of Brigham, taken out of their own land, 
houfes 
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C ne 1 N O T E continued. 
II 


we houfes by foldiers and carried before the governor of Carlifle, 

. 1662, Were by him imprifoned in the winter in a cold place over one 
of the city gates, where they were denied the vifits of their 
friends, and had their food frequently kept from them 3 after- 
wards the oath was tendered to them, for refufing which they 
were removed to the county jail, where they lay thirty-five 
weeks. 

George T'letcher, a juftice of peace in this county, with a 
retinue armed with {words and piltols, rufhed violently into a 
meeting at Howhill in Sowerby parith, and finding a perfon 
on his knees, he {truck him over the head ; and when he con- 
tinued praying ordered him to be pulled down backward, and 
then caufed him, with feveral others, to be dragged down the 
hill in a violent and cruel manner, and afterwards fent them to 


Carlifle jail. Beffe. 


Extraét of a letter, written by fome prifoners to the juftices of 
peace at Winchefter fefions, dated the 13th of the month 
called January, 1662 °. 


\ 


Hamphhire,  ‘‘ We are men that fear the Lord, and follow peace with 
¢ all men, among{ft whom we have behaved ourfelves peaceably 

«¢ and quietly, labouring with our hands in honeft callings, to 
. provide for ourfelyes and families; and careful, though we 
_§ fuffer in body and eftate, fuch fufierings may only affect our- 
-, felves and ours, and that no other perfon may fuffer lofs 
** or detriment thereby, nor we be chargeable to any. We have 
‘© not wilfully provoked the officers or rulers again{t us, nor 
«© adminiltered other occafion of offence, than that we dared 
“© not but ferve the Lord that made us, by waiting upon him ; 
« for this only, and no other caufe on our parts, we have, 
“* previous to our imprifonment, fuffered fo much cruelty and 
«inhuman ufage as almolt exceeds belief, that Englifhmen 
“ fhould be fo unmercifully abufed by foldiers and others, as 
«© we have been for the fpace of a year and a half in the town 

« of Portfmouth, the place of our abode: Few firlt days in 
« that {pace of time but we were, by the rudeft foldiers chofen 
« out for the purpofe, and officers of the like ftamp, either 
“ haled from our meetings before the law was made againtt 
<¢ them, or forced out with violence, beaten with their mufkcts, 


‘© puthed and punched with the butt-ends thereof and in this 
‘© manner 


© Belle, vol. i. p. 234, 235. 
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N O T E continued. 


‘ manner driven out of the gates from, our habitation and law- CH A P, 
*¢ ful employments. Our bodies were forely bruifed, our VII. 
‘© goods fpoiled or carried away, and our windows battered WV 
f* to pieces after we were forced out, At other times we 1662, 
“ were made prifoners In our own meeting-houfe, and armed 
** guards fet on every fide to keep us in, mea aod women 
together, contrary to the rules of civility or decency. Food 
.© dénied to be brought to us, or our food taken away. by the 
4 foldiers. . Some of us have been kept feveral weeks in nafty 
** holes, generally efteemed too bad for felons to be kept in a 
‘4 few days: In Felton’s hole, the waves of the fea beat in 
“« upon one of us to that degree in the winter feafun, that he has 
.“© ftood up to his ancles in water. ©. peel gs 
“ After we had for the fpace ofa year and a half {uffered 
..*€ fuch abufive treatment; the rulers of the nation added 
$6 affliction to our forrows, by making a law that not more 
*¢ than five might depart from their habitations, and affemble 
¢* for worlhip, &c. Although we were not at this time (for 
“« which we are imprifoned) the number of five who depayted 
** from our habitations, and therefore not tranfgreflors af the 
-*¢ law, which we made appear to the mayor and ma,j‘{trates 
.#* who committed us, and they had no proof to the contrary;; 
-** yet notwith{tanding they impofed the urmolt penalty of the 
‘ fe by.tmprifoning us for three months; and three weeks 
over the term prefcribed by the act are elapfed, and we are 
“© ftill detained prifoners in Winchefter this 13" of 11™°, 
56 1662. 
“ After an appeal to the mercy and juftice of the magi- 
* ftrates, after claiming the benefit of the king’s late declara- 
** tion, they fubfcribe in acquiefcence to the divine will. 
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“© Joun Austin, 

6 Wittiam BuckLanD, — 
“ Nicnoras Come in, 
‘© Jonas Gorr, 
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At the fame time was a prifoner with them in Winchefter 
jail, Humphry Smith, who was kept under clofe confinement, 
and never called to anfwer at any aflize or fefhovs, and his 
friends were frequently denied the liberty of vifiting him, 
until he died there on the 4th day of the month called May, 
1663. This good man had a forefight of his death, and faid 
to fome of his friends, that he had a narrow path to pafs through: 
And more than once fignified, he faw he Joould be imprifoned, , 
and that it might coft him his life. In the time of his ficknefs 
he expreffed himfelf thus: My heart is filled with the power of 
God ; it is good for aman at fuch a time as this to know the 
Lord for his friend. And at another ume, Lord thou ha/t fent 
me forth to do thy will, and I have been faithful unto thee in my 
fall meafure which thou haf committed to me, but if thou wilt 
yet try me farther thy will be done, Alfo he faid, J am the 
Lord’s, let him do what he will. And when near his depar- 
ture he prayed thus: O Lord hear the inward fighs and groans 
of thy oppreffed, and deliver my foul from the oppreffor. Hear 
me, O Lord! uphold and preferve me. I know that my re- 
deemer liveth. Thou art flrong and mighty, O Lord. He alfo 
prayed, that God would deliver his people from their oppref- 
fors. And for thofe who had been convinced by his miniftry, 
that God would be their teacher. He continued fweetly {till, 
and fenfible unto the end, and died in perfeét peace. 


yg bead oho fee 


suyr so TROTEIA.- ho 
——— wan 2 T OF 


qsNvdout@l of umd: chiw madling s sew 208 smi ody 1A JAB2 
fongrnivns sigld whan syd sew ode tien? La ot al 

pitt Ane ynuviltal x anile yaw te sowlte at arv20 bag NS 
nik golly Jo qordil aty balash ybospat pew shoot .2bd4 ' 
hd halkes team ote Yo pub dap oflt ae sends bod se Lion 
ba fda doeah.obl hw wighowt e bail aoes ett pou 
A gph dg 08 hind, cere & ond ob tad si Wo send oF 
handles wh wae A sew, ot healings oome weds seen bak 
viondsd tid to gat ali al ae av ott * “ve i tod ‘how 
ys wsanaaly wh Gatun all, ob byend A yess he, (Misys ood 
Ay ayond oh the on ot oe ad to ote sol, beng, Oo jaw 
ai), uh web eed yornis radenme ae A Nato), a ae) Wed 
seem it as tne Veytonlh, wer sue’ \ lane llkap qh ole A byw ww 
eee ee ee te i den 


. ws aa 
aks wo L ted ot OA, ake ok ie Peach egter y % 
aaqot ed aang aie ba ~ Wee ck Neder he te eed 


tours, Wen . re | vend bead 0 ¢ E ‘ ry os “7 
woah sieue vhs Ste res aay ae +. ; 
‘ Oo = 


sn yo eA aed A aw rang bow Eile 
lle shT Tyee) © pprtigie ar ma an 
“tayo ead saaTd SiQDeq sid wrilsh tivow bob mall . 
Jrrlivaim eff yl hanaiysoe aoad bad ode AotW) iad a 
WN ghtew) famuenane oF yardomas shady sd bho BOC) tay ton 
somteg Potts ii boi! bow ‘bao acts mien shi09) 


' 7 4 - ‘a oe mae 7 0 ape Goa 4 
§ ' 4 i. 
ho 5 ie oe 
: Bias) * yt! Sh pee Nay ae” ee 
<2 : = « a. oa 7 oa f; 
te yk es eee et 
af ’ wis .2_¢ v= ee 
i 
F . a4 ae? . 
NY a Bie “2 es 
‘LTATIS - % 
’ 
, =-» - 


PEOPLE carrep QUAKERS. 19 


A 


CieeAt Pe Vill 


Declaration of Indulgence.—The Parliament oppofes 
Indulgence to Diffenters.—Remarks upon the 
King’s Declaration from Breda.—Perfecution in 
general moderated.—But grievoufly carried on 
at Colchefter.—Rumours of a frefh Confpiracy. 
George fox writes a Paper difclaiming all Plots. 
—Tet is fubjecled to profecution.—Sundry at- 
tempts to take him.—He goes to Colonel Kirby, 
who treats him with diffembled Kindnefs—At a 
private Meeting the Fuftices grant a Warrant 
to apprehend George T'ox.—Of which he has 
notice, but refolves to fiand his ground.—He is 

_ committed to Lancafter Cafile—Margaret Fell 
summoned before the Fuftices.— Who tender her 
‘he Oath of Allegiance, and imprifon her alfo.— 
Their Prifon very incommodious.—Francis How- 
gill taken out of the Market at Kendal and im- 
prifoned. . 


Twine latter part of this year, the king, by CHAP. 
the advice of his privy council, iffued a declara- | Vil. 
tion, dated the 26th. ‘of December, in which, te er 
after other things, mentioning the. promife of ss a 
liberty of confcience, contained in his declaration 
from Breda, he adds, “* We are glad to renew The king 
“to all our fubjedts concerned in thofe promifes ‘ues? de 
‘¢ this affurance, that as for what concerns the indulgence. 
‘* penalties on thofe who, living peaceably, do 
‘ not conform to the church of England through 
p 2 “¢ fcruple 
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“* fcruple or tendernefs of mifguided confcience, 
** but modeftly and without fcandal perform 
** their devotions in their own way, we fhall 
‘* make it our fpecial care, as far as in us lies, 
*¢ without invading the freedom of parliament, 
** to incline their wifdom at the next approach- 
‘< ing feflions to concur with us for making fome 
*¢ act for that purpofe,,as may enable us, with 
** a more univerfal fatisfaCtion, to exercife that 
“ power of difpenfing, which we conceive to be 
“ inherent in us.’’ : 

In his fpeech at the opening of the next fef- 
fions, the 28th of the month called February, 
1662-3, he fupported his declaration in the fol- 
lowing words: ‘* That though he was in his 
“* nature an enemy to all feverity in relivion, 
“ he would not have them from thence infer 
‘‘ that he meant to favour popery, though fe- 
** veral of that profeflion for their fervices 
“¢ might juftly claim a fhare in that indulgence, 
“ he would willingly afford to other diffenters.”’ 
Then exprefling his zeal for the proteftant re- 
ligion and the aét of uniformity, continues, 
‘c Tf the diffenters will behave themfelves peace- 
‘© ably and modeftly under the government, I 
“could heartily wilh, I had fuch a power of 
“* indulgence to ufe upon all occafions, as might 
** not needlefsly force them out of the king- 
«“ dom, or ftaying here give them caufe to con- 
“¢ {pire again{t the peace of it.” 


The parlia- But the parliament, in their prefent bigotry 


ment oppo- 


fes indul- 


to epifcopacy, equally averfe to papifts and non- 


gence tedif- conformifts, in their addrefs to the king, deliver- 


tenters. 


ed it as the opinion of the Houfe, That no indul- 
gence be granted to diffenters; and as the king 


pleaded his promifes of toleration, they repre- 
{ented 
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fented that his declaration from Breda contained ER P, 
no promife, but an expreflion of his intentions, L~~V 
upon the fuppofition of.the parliament’s con- 1662, 
currence ; and that even if the non-conformitts 
had been entitled to plead a promife, they had 
entrufted their claim to the houfe of commons, 
who were their reprefentatives. It was not the 
weight of argument, but the power of the par- 
liament, that could give force to fuch reafoning 
as this, and carry conviction to the king or the 
people. The king’s extravagance reducing him Remark 
to the neceflity of continual applications for vine des 
fupplies, the commons, by a liberality approach daration | 
ing to profufion, purchafed his affent to feeble °" °°" 
arguments and vindictive laws, ‘The king’s de- 
claration from Breda I apprehend not only to 
be a folemn promife, but a folemn act, amount- 
ing to a treaty or covenant between him and the 
people of England. ‘The king propofed terins 
to the parliament then fitting; upon thele terms 
he was accepted as their king, which was as 
the ratification of the treaty by the reprefen- 
tative body: Surely, if ever there was a com- 
paét between king and people, this was one of 
the moft binding nature. 

But although the parliament withftood the 1663. 
king’s meafures in this matter, yet this decla- 
ration of his difpofition to moderation feems Perfecut'on 
for a feafon to have retarded the furious career ™°*™'** 
of the perfecuting magiftrates. We mect with 
few inftances of fufferings in the metropolis in 
the fucceeding year in comparifon of thofe re- 
lated in the laft; yet they did not remain quite 
unmolefted, for Sir John Robinfon fucceeding 
R. Brown in the mayoralty, a man well nigh 
equal to him in inveteracy to the people called 

- Quakers, 
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CH AP. Quakers, ordered a guard to be placed at the 
“_, entrance of the Bull and Mouth meeting-houfe, 
1663, ‘© prevent any perfons from going in. Being 
thus fhut out they met in the ftreet, as near the 
door as poffible, and there ftayed the ufual 
time of their meeting. When any one preached 
or prayed they were generally haled away to 
‘prifon. One firft day the mayor with his offi- 
cers and the fheriffs coming thither, and the 
people not difperfing at his command, he gave 
orders to his officers to {trike, who immediately, 
with their canes and fticks, as ufual, dealt their 
blows on all fides unmercifully on the heads of 
both men and women. The mayor himfelf alfo 
_ {truck feveral, and fpurred on his horfe to ride 
over them, to avoid which the horfe reared 
himfelf on his hind legs, whereby his rider fell 
off backward into the kennel, and being helped 
up again, was'preparing to repeat his abules, 
had not the fheritts, who were more moderate, 
and afhamed of his ations, perfuaded him to 
depart. 
Perfecution In this year alfo. was a grievous perfecution of 
ein this people at Colchefter in Effex. William 
: Moore, then mayor, came feveral times to their 
meetings, and after having difperfed them fent 
many to prifon. ‘his method proving inetfec- 
tual, a party of the county troops were em- 
ployed to go to the meeting, where they beat 
fome and carried others to prifon, having firft 
broken the feats and windows of the meeting- 
houfe. After this, being kept out of the houfe, 
they met in the ftreet, fometimes in the cold 
and rain, not daring to decline their duty for 
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thefe inconveniences: Thus they continued, CH AP. 
meeting conftantly twice a week, till a troop of _ Vl 
horfe, juft come to town, armed with f{words, 
carbines, &c. rode in furioufly among’ them, 
Jaying on without mercy on old and young, 
fome with their fwords and fome with their 
carbines, beat and bruifed many exceedingly, 
chafing them to and fro in the ftreets; they alfo 
committed many to prifon. 

On the 13th of December the troopers came 
again, having added great clubs to their former 
weapons, with which they knocked down many 
in the ftreets, where fome lay as dead, and 
many were fo difabled and brujfed that they 
could*not get off their clothes nor feed them- 
felves for feveral years. Remarkable was the 
patience and meeknefs of one of the fufferers, perfecution 
who when a trooper was beating him with a % Celshet 
fword, and the blade fell out of the hilt, took nuea, 
it up and gave it him, faying, { will give it thee 
up again: I defire the Lord may not lay this 
day’s work to thy charge. ‘ After they had dif- 
perfed the meeting, four of the troopers met a 
poor fickly man about a quarter of a mile from 
the meeting place, and riding up to him, afked 
him, Whether be was a Quaker ? He not deny- 
ing it, they beat him fo that the fpectators 
thought he would have died on the place, and 
he had probably been killed but that he was 
taken into an houfe ; however, he was difabled 
trom getting his bread ar providing for his fa- 
mily along time after. 

On the 27th of fame month thirty-eight of 
thefe troopers came riding among the aE 

who 
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who were met in the ftreet, and fo cruelly beat 
them with clubs and carbines ¢s moved compaf- 
fion and tears in’the ftanders-by, As the fol- 
diers forced fome away by violence, they drove 
them upon others of their comrades, who with 
clubs beat them afrefh, till the fleth of fome of 
them was become like a jelly, their blood for 
the prefent ftagnated, and their limbs deprived 
of ule. 

* On the 3d of the month called January many 
fricnds being met at the ufual place, the foldiers 
fell furioufly upon them, knocking down feve- 
ral, one of whom they abufed in fuch a man- 
ner, that it was very much doubted whether one 
of his arms would ever recover its ufe. Solo- 
mon Fromantle, a merchant, was fo grievoufly 
abufed and beaten that he loft much blood, yet 
the barbarous trooper did not defift; his wite, 
fearing left he fhould be killed, fell down upon 
him, to cover and protect him from their blows, 
many of which fhe received on her own body. 
Edward Grant, father of Fromantle’s wite, 
about feventy years of age, was knocked down, ' 


-and furvived the blow but a few days. On the 


6th of fame month the foldiers had put into 
their clubs iron fpikes, fharpened with a file, 


~ with which they wounded many, vaunting, {cof, 


fing .and jeering them when they flarted or 
flinched at the pain; amongft the reft they 
wounded an ancient woman in twelve feveral 
places. After this, finding the conftancy cf the 
fufferers invincible, they began to relent and 
abate of their former violence, fo that there was 
2 calm for two or three weeks, till the mayor 

and 
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and recorder pufhed them on again to aét againftc Ha Pp. 
their wills. Mile 
‘Vhefe appear the principal fufferings in the “Pe 
city and neighbourhood on record in this year, . srs 
but an incident in the fummer thereof, in which 
they had no concern, involved George Fox and 
others in the country in great trouble, by cruel 
and Tong imprifonmenis, on the following occa- 
fion: ‘The king and queen making a progrefs — 
into the weftern counties, during their abfence 
rumours of a new confpiracy were fet on foot, Rumours of 
faid to be formed in the north among the Lay i cone 
. . 7 piracy. 
publicans and feparatifts, to feize feveral towns 
in thofe parts, and raife a general infurrec- 


tion, 

At this time George Fox was travelling inc. Fox 
Yorkfhire, where, when he firft heard of this eee 
plot, in order to exculpate himfelf and friends, claiming all 
and preferve them {teadfaft in their peaceable?! 
principle, he was concerned, as he had been 
repeatedly under the preceding government, 
to write a paper as his tellimony againtt 
all plots and confpiracies whatever; to admonifh 
his friends to circumfpection in their words and 
actions, and not to intermeddle in any of thefe 
commotions ; copies of which he difperfed., 
through the northern counties, and alfo fent 
one to the king and coungil. Notwithftanding yet is fub- 
thefe precautions he was loon fubjected to a very acne 
unjuft and rigorous profecution and imprifon- 
ment, a pretended occafion being taken againtt 
him on account of this plot, 

It feems as if uncommon pains were ufed to 
fix a fufpicion on this people of being parties 
in the confpiracy, (whatever it was) to give a 
colour of reality to the groundlels report of 

their 
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G. Fox goes 
to Colonel 
Kirby’s, 
who treats 
him with 
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their being concerned therein, and as if the. 
magiltrates of the northern counties had re- 
ceived directions from above for that purpofe, 
and particularly to take up George Fox 3 for as 
he pafled along. from York{hire through the 
counties of Durham, Cumberland and Wett- 
moreland, ' feveral menaces were given out, and 
fundry attempts made to take him, but he ef- 
caped them all, not by abfconding, (his forti- 
tude founded in integrity difdaining mean eva- 
fions) but accidentally or providentially, till he 
caine to Swarthmore. In his patling along he 
was well informed that in Cuinberland the ma- 
giltrates had offered a crown or a noble a day 
to any of the peace officers that could apprehend 
the [pcakers among the Quakers, but at the time 
of his pailing through that part they were gone 
to the feflions to receive their wages, by which 
means he pafled on into Weftmoreland unmo- 
Jetted, where he was in jeopardy {till, jullice 
Fieming having in open feflions offered five 
pounds to any man that fhould take him. When 
he came forward to Swarthmore he was in- 
formed that Colonel Kirby had fent his lieute- 
nant to fearch the houfe for him, and that he 
had been fo particular in his ferutipy, as to in- 
fpect the trunks and chetts, 

Upon this intelligence, and reflecting upan 
the fucceflive defigns he had been informed, of 
to apprenend him, fupported by confcious in. 
nocence, and to fhew he was afraid of no {cru- 
tiny, he refolved to face his purfuers. Accord- 
ingly he went the next day to this Colonel Kir- 
by’s houfe, where he found feveral of the. gen- 


try 


4 George Fox’s Journal, 


sat ao YROTAIA as’ 

sti an hae .wiowd bsaissaed yin ett 4§An3 

oT bed apitijula rl to ait ko xia all Y - 

gig wt) 14.4 fons mon 4 ie fe aw 

sg TOK : xP Pu Led AG)» ia bay gas 

wy dower) cult mov dh railic yD - 

fis toe betult wine) ohio te 2am 

hak 6 wovigst? owe Wie i 7 

Ys sel vied. oil Salad et obit Sagpetiyer® (a 

art aied) ypsithao Mel yh sath gill cond bea ; 

pus hesite nisinbli eierpastes rth Peake) ot | 

od Sit iieucohiveng 1 ylisiushings weietwor oO 

ol aftels uti 2d al coven are i. of 

vet atl baad tyde kena te Beaenr libiow sew 


Vi) BR slot G0 HWFOTD & hurdle vat an 7 
laisilondtar Blyo > iaht evausl'o sag SH Wn te qtinen 


"eet st 
Lad oe 


eunial) daane hisnem AVeiiie at snc Sut 
Sion Ata Yo jin ail ett tiie all=to 
Ah ag eae Teo vig vot 7 est Hy oT 
eri tere Poa aay ae bob ay ph a : 
yyidiig WaT yh nee of stew fi 
svi boa Mo “ent ish aoe a mia! teal 7 7 
ent nil sder blaedl of! ALI oe ee 
oi aren cal SVOITIRWS i) Lecwaat tim 5 
Tt eee Ligh vrs tamil’ ylt tebartaed 
: sal bell 4, (is: nail we ial oi tivivsh ‘it yet 
(halt de YO TY) eld ah Tue a) teal bal 
oly fate dak ahi Taq) 
TLL itd salar. Titeng= aay otk, ett aval reget O 
to Liseeiteeliss (ated lanit atl cigiloy ov Spit ody me AH 
i ooetico 90 Toteeqgel cant Tvemeintgaye a ent oe 
nil oe lo biede Cw ol worl 0) TR aoe 
sneouk& eTrouliie (ibstet ot bev hits’ ; | 
74 ivaolid eli wl yal Leo ah wieWw uit 
«1190 in 10 | a beth badal ot ytailw _atuatl 


ry 


\ 


= 


ical, Pea ag 4 


PEOPLE carzen QUAKERS, 27 


try (fo called) ona vifit, to take their leave of © H A P- 
Kirby, who was about fetting off for London, to VAM 
attend the parliament, and amongft them juftice Serva 
Vleming aforefaid. He addreticd himfelf to Kir- 1663- 
by, that underftanding he was defirous to fee 

him, he paid him this vifit, to know what he 

had to fay to him, or whether he had any thing 

againit him; to which Kirby replied he had not. 

But, faid ‘he, Mrs. Fell muti not keep great 
meetings at her howfe, being contrary to law. 

At parting he fhook him by the hand, and repeat- 

ed that he had nothing againit him ; but notwith- 
ftanding his fair carriage and apparent civility, it 

was under{togd he teft private inftructions with 

the other jultices to profecute him after he was 

gone. 

In a fhort time after there was a private mect- Ata private 
ing of the juftices and deputy-lieutenants at junicc.” Re 
Holker-hall, the feat of juflice Pretton, where granta war- 
they granted a warrant to apprehend him. Qi octhend G, 
this tranfaction, fecret as they thaught it, he re- Bak 
ceived intelligence, time enough to have with- hath notice, 
drawn out of theirrreach, But confidering that seep tag 
during this noife of a plot in thefe parts, al- ground. 
though he had no meeting appointed, and was 
clear as to his fervice, yet if he fhould go away, 
jt might give an advantage to his adverlaries to 
interpret or reprefent his retreat as a fymptom 
of guilt, and thence take occafion to fall with 
additional feverity upon his friends; as, on the 
contrary, if he furrendered himfelf into their 
hands, his friends might come off the better ; on 
thefe confiderations he determined quietly to a- 
bide the confequence, and was apprehended the 
next day, and brought before the juttices se 
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_C HAP linfon and Prefton, and one * Sir George Mid- 
Vul. dleton at Holker-hall aforefaid, by whom being 
“~— examined, and clearing himfelf of the plot, as 


they had no evidence or foundation for com. 
mitting him upon that account, they reforted to 
the accuftomed inare of tenderiiig him the oath 
of allegiance, and were, upon his declining it, 
about making his mittimus; but upon further 
confideration they contented themfelves with his 
engaging to appear at the feffions, and fo difmif- 
ed him at that time. 

In confequence of his engagement, he appear- 
ed at the feffions at Lancafter ; where he was en- 


quired of what he knew of the plot? He told the 
jultices 


This Middleton (a papift) difcovered great bitternefs of 
fpirit againit George l’ox, but hé feemed not to know the man 
he had to deal with: He firtt charged him that he denied 
God, the church aud faith ; to which George replied, Nay; 
“* } own God, and the true church, and the true faith, but 
« what church doit thou own ?? At which query he was 
greatly incenfed, and faid, “ You are a rebel anda craitor.’’ 
George immediately returned upon him, “ Whom doft thou 
“ {peak to, or whoin doit thou call rebel ?? Choked with pal- 
fion, Middleton was awhile before he could f{peak, but at latt 
got out, “ I fvoke to you.” George’s {pirit, roufed at the 
charge, he flruck his hand on the table and wold him, “ I 
“ have fuftered more than twenty fuch as thou, or any that 
“are here, having been fix months a prifoner in Derby, 
** where 1 futfered much becaufe | would not take up arms 
« againtt the king : And was afterward fent up a prifoner our 
“ of my native country by Colonel Hacker to Oliver Cromwell 
© as a plotter to bring in king Charles; ye wlk of the king, 
6 a parcel of you, but where were you in Oliver's days, and 
“*- what did you then for him? I bave more love to the king 
** for his eternal good and welfare than any of you have.” 
Middieton propofing to tender him the oath of allegiance 
and fupremacy, George alked him, ** whether he who was a 
“ fwearer had taken the oath of fupremacy, as for us we 
“ cannot fwear, becaufe Chrilt forbad it.” 
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juftices he heard of it in Yorkfhire by a friend,c HA P. 
who had it from the high fheriif. hey then wit 
afked him, whether he had declared it to the “vw 
magiftrates ? He informed them of the aforemen- 1653. 
tioned’ paper, which he had fent abroad, and 
had alfo fent to them, as foon as he came into 
the country, to remove all occalions of jealoufy 
out of their minds concerning him and _ his 
friends. ‘Then they went upon the ad againft 
meetings ; but upon thefe fubjets, finding no 
grounds to effect their purpofe of committing 
him to prifon, they had recourfe to the ufual 
means of crimination, they tendered him the G.Foxcom- 
oath of allegiance, and committed him to pri- ys fa 
fon in a very incommodious room in Lancatter cattle. 
caftle, where he was kept clofe prifoner till af- 
ter the {pring aflizes 1665; atter that removed to 
Scarborough caltle, where he was detained up- 
wards of a year longer; when finding means to 
get his cafe laid before the king, he foon after 
obtained his releafe, after an arbitrary and moft 
rigorous imprifonment of more than three 
years. Pai ys | 

™ About a month after George T’ox’s com- 
mitment, Margaret Fell was fent for by the 
fame juftices to Ulverftone, and queftioned a- . 
bout keeping meetings at her houle, at which Margaret 
they feemed to be much oilended, and infifted ee ihe 
‘upon tendering her the oath of allegiance : In an, fore the ju 
fwer, fhe remarked, that ‘‘ they knew fhe could 
<< not fwear, and why fhould they fend for her, 
“ from her own houle and her lawful affairs, to 
«< enfnare her,’ adding “‘ what have I done ?” 
This expoftulation, upon their difingenuous pro- 
cedure, made an impretlion on them fo far, that 

. they 


tices, 
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Their pri- 
fon very in- 
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ous, 
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they told her, “ if the would not keep meet: 
** ings at her houfe they would not tender her 
** the oath;’’ A plain confeflion that this tender 
was only a mere pretext to be vexatious to the 
fubject without real occafion, and that ‘it was 
an arbitrary meafure aflumed for the mere pur- 
pofe of perfecution for religion, and nothing 
elie: To this propofal, fhe magnanimoully re- 
plied, *¢ She fhould not deny her faith and prin- 
‘* ciples, for any thing they could do againft 
“* her, and while it fhould pleafe the Lord to 
** Jet her have a houfe, fhe would endeavour to 
“* worfhip him in it.”’ Upon this they tendered 
her the oath, and upon her refufal committed 
her alfo to Lancaiter cattle; which prifon was at 
this time quite crowded by the numbers of this 
people taken up and imprifoned there, fome for 
meeting together, and fome for refufing to {wear. 
And many of them were poor men, whofe fami- 
lies depending on their daily labour for their 
fubfiftence, were in danger of perifhing for want, 
if the fympathy, affectionate care and charity of 
their friends had not been exerted to prevent 
it. ; 

* Such rigorous imprifonments as thefe people, 
particularly George Fox and Margaret Fell were 
fubje&t to, being in fmoky rooms, in fuch bad 
condition, that the rain came in upon them in 
abundance, was more than fufficient punifhment 
for petty criminals; and an evidence of the 
unfeeling malice of their perfecutors, needlefsly 
to expofe Margaret Feil in particular to fuch 
hardfhip, a woman of eftate, the widow of a 
judge, and a man of contequence in the coun- 

try, 
® George Fox’s Journal. 
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tty, who had been ufed to comfortable accom-c Ha Pp. 
modations in her own houfe, and was’every way — VIL. 
on a level with her perfecutors, except the pol. Ww 
feflion and abufe-of power. Bur all the hard. 1663. 
fhips fhe fuffered, in being arbitrarily forced 

from her houfe and family, without ¢aufe or 
crimination, and hurried to this difmal jail, was 

not-a fuflicient gratification of the groundlefs 
enmity of thefe magiftrates, till they went the 
‘farthelt length they could go, by profecuting her 

to a premunire, realizing the proverb, Sum- 

mum jus, fumma injuria; the execution of per- 

verted law is accumulated injury. he account 

of the further proceedings againft her and 

Hud & Fox are poltponed, as their trials were 


put off, and they continued prifoners till next 
year, 


About the fame time Francis Howgill met Francis 
with treatment equally fevere and unjult from Movs 
the juftices of Weftmoreland ; and it is probable, 
under pretext’ of the fame plot, and in. execu- 
tion of the plan, adopted amongft thefe Nor- 
thern juftices of taking up the {peakers among 
the Quakers, although they had no legal caufe 
again{t them. 

This very refpectable member of civil anal Tarenpe af 
religious fociety, being in the market-place ataticcudal 
Kendal upon his lawful occafions, was Lage eee 
moned by the high conflable to appear before” 
the juftices then fitting at a tavern: Whither 
when he came they tendered him the oath of alle- 
giance, and becaufe his confcientious fcruple 
to violate a divine command, obliged him to de- 
cline compliance, they immediately committed 

* him to prifon till the fummer affizes to be held 


in the next month in Appleby: being broughe 
_ thither, 


he 
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CH AP.thither, the oath was again tendered to him, i, 
and upon refufal, an indiétment was drawn up aa 
“~™ apgain{t him, which he traverfing, had liberty ing 


Vill. 


1663. 


HISTORY o- ue 


till next. aflizes to anfwer thereto. Being re- 


quired to enter into bond for his good beha- ‘fii 


viour, he refufed, as apprehending therein, not’ 


_ only a tacit acquiefcence in the implication of # 
ill-behaviour, which he was not chargeable with, § 


but alfo perceiving a f{nare therein to intangle | 
him further in the perplexities of the law, becaufe 


he thought his attendance of meetings, which '@4 


the perfuafion of duty would not fuifer him to | 


“neglect, while at liberty, would by them be inter- 
‘preted as a breach of his engagement ; upon thefe 
confiderations, declining to enter into bonds, 4 


he was recommitted to prifon; from whence he. — 
was not releafed, till it pleafed divine providence ‘ 


by his death to remove him beyond the reach of Ps 


unmerciful men; of his fubfequent trials we ‘ 
propofe to exhibit a narration in duc courfe. fl 
‘The fucceeding years affording variety of | 


“Mnatter, this feems a proper period to bring for- 
_ward the hiftory of this people in other parts. 
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Perfecution continued in New England.—Grievous 
' Sufferings of Alice Ambrofe, Mary Tomkins and 
Anne Coleman.—Whipped through three Towns. 
—Violently abufed by two Conftables.—Eliza- 
beth Hooton obtains a. Licence from the King 
to fettle in any of the Plantations.—With which 
jhe returns to Bofton, where no regard is paid 
to the Licence.-—At Dover fhe is fet in the 
Stocks. —Imprifoned at Cambridze.—Whipped 
through three Towns, and turned into the 
Wilderne/s.—Returning into Cambridge, to fetch 
her Clothes, is again whipped, together with her 
Daughter and Sarah Coleman,—She is a fecond 
Time whipped through three Towns, and turn- 
ed into the Wilderne/s.—Whipped again at Bof- 
ton, and fent away to Rhode IWland, with a 
Warrant to whip her from Town to Town.— 
Edward Wharton's repeated Whippings in like 


Manner. 


‘THoucH the government of New Englandc Ha p. 
was reftrained from putting the Quakers to death, 1x. 

and granted them liberty for a while, it lafted ~~~ 
not long: * The difpofition of the magiflrates | 1662. 


Perfecution 

WAS continuedin 

New Eng- 
. , : ° land, 

* Neale winds up his account of thefe perfecutions in New 

England, in the like palliative {train we have noticed in many 

arts of his narration. ‘ ‘The court, fays he, began to be 


‘ fenfible that the putting men to death for their rehgious 
«+ principles 
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cH ap. was ftill the fame; they returned again to their 
IX. perfecuting meafures, and indulged their pro- 


penfity 


principles was odious in the eye of the world; that in the 
cafe of the ren it did not anfweg their ends, for the 
more they perfecuted, the more bloody work they had on 
their hands ; and therefore they refolved for the future, 
only to whip them at the cart’s tail as vagabonds, through 
all the towns, out of their jurifdi@ion.” Then after re- 


citing the king’s mandamus, he adds, “ his put an effec- 


tual ftop to the fufferings of the Quakers on account of 
their principles ; fome of them indeed have been punifhed 
fince as vagabonds and criminals againft the ftate, but none 
that‘ I know of, purely for their fentiments in religion.” 

Upon comparing this account with the prefent narrative of 


this and the following cafes, as recorded by George Bifhop 
and others, it will appear to be no evidence of the author’s 
impartiality, or {trict regard to truth; for that this manda- 
mus put an effectual {top to the fufferings of the Quakers, on 
account of their principles, is not true, fince their fufferings 
were continued feveral years after, and for their religious 
principles only ; and what were his humane feclings to term 
the barbarous ufage chefe poor people met with oNLy whip- 
ping them as vagabonds through avy the towns out of their ju- 
rifdidlisn. . The order to whip three tender women through 
eleven towns was barbarous beyond parallel, and well nigh 
equal to capital punifhment, and their fubfequent abyfe by the 
Roberts’s, fuch as no civilized government would fiffer to 
be given even to vagabonds. And as to their being punithed, 
not for religion, but as vagabands and criminals againft the 
{tate, it was eafy for malice to pive hard pames of undefined 
meaning ; but if to create a ctiminal appellation were fuifi- 
- cient grounds to punith the perfon upon whom it was fixed, 
as a real criminal, then, if they had thought proper to call] 
them thieves and felons, mu(t they be punithed as fuch, be- 
caufe enmity mifcalled them fo. It admits of no difpute 
that they were {till puniflicd not fimply as vagabonds, but real- 
ly as Quakers, and that they were thus unmercifully whip- 
ped and abufed for no other caufe, than that for which their 
friends had been put ta death: If the three women above, by 
any forced and falfe conftruction of the word could be termed 
vagabonds, yet how could Elizabeth Hooton be a vagabond, 
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penfity to cruelty in the punifhment of thiscy a P. 
people, male and female, with the utmoft feve.  ™: 
rity in their power. cf 
‘ . 2. 
In the year 1662, Mary Tomkins, Alice Am- Mary Tom- 


brofe and Anne Coleman came undexa religious ae Anne 
. . . a oleman 
concern to vifit their friends about Pifcataqua and Alice 


‘river, and to confirm them in the truth: Theysmbrote, 
had not been long there before one Rayner, a 

prielt of Dover, excited the magiftrates to per- 
fecute them: He brought them before one Wal- 

den, a deputy magiftrate, who telling them of 

the law they had to punith them, Mary Tomkins 
anfwered, * So there was a law that Daniel Should 

not pray to his God. He replied, Yes, and Daniel 


Suffered, and fo fhall you. A\fo when Alice Am- 
2 brofe 


who came with the king’s licence to purchafe an habitation in 
the country, and had fub{tance to purchafe it? Ts every one 
that removes to a new refidence a vagabond? Or was Edward 
Wharton a refidentiary inhabitant of Salem, when he came to 
Bolton on lawful bufinefs, a vagabond? Then every man may 
be fo termed, who doth not confine himfelf entirely at home, 
and make his own houfe his prifon: Yet we fee with what 
feverity they were both, treated by cruel whippings fre- 
quently repeated. In their circumftances no man, nay, not 
even thefe men, would ever have thought of terming them 
vagabonds, only that they were Quakers, fo called. As to 
the infinuated charge of their being criminals again{t the ftate, 
from all that T have heard or read, I am under no hefitation 
totally to deny the charge, as a groundlefs calumny, fup- 
ported by no matter of fact. Tt is evident that it was purely 
for their fentiments in religion, and nothing elfe, that their 
sunifhment was continucd. Their teftimony againft all re- 
[ision without righteoufnefs touched the demure, but perfe- 
cuting priefts and magiltrates to the quick, and roufed them 
to vengeance: So that though their hands were tied up from 
hanging them ; they perfilted in punifhing them as far as they 
durft, with unabated malice and cruelty. 


* Beffe. 
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cH AP brofe faid, Her name was written in the Lamb's 


Wann 
1662. 


book of life, he anfwered, No body here knows 
that book, and for this you fball Suffer. On this 
occafion the prieft fupplying the place of a 
clerk, formed for him the following warrant or 
order; 


© To the Conftables of Dover, Hampton, Salif- 


“ bury, Newbury, Rowley, Ipfwich, Wen- 
** ham, Linn, Bofton, Roxbury, Dedham, 
“* and until thefe vagabond Quakers are car- 
“* ried out of this jurifdiction. 


** You and every of you are required, in the 
** king’s majefty’s name, to take thefe vaga- 
** bond Quakers, Anne Coleman, Mary Yom- 
“* kins, and Alice Ambrofe, and make them fatt 
** to the cart’s tail, and driving the cart through’ 
your feveral towns, to whip them on their 
“* backs, not exceeding ten ftripes a piece on 
“* each of them, in each town, and fo convey 
** them from conftable to conftable, till they 
** come out of this jurifdiétion, as you will 
** anfwer it at your peril: And this fhall be 
*¢ your warrant. 
oF Per’ ie, 
At Dover, “ RICHARD WALDEN.” 
Dated Dec. 22d, 
1662. 


This order was cruelly executed at Dover, 


while the prieft ftood by, looked at it and 


laughed, for which cruel levity when Eliakim 
Wardel and William Fourbifh reproved him, 
the magiftrate caufed them to be put in the 

{tocks 
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ftocks.. They were then conveyed to Hampton, c H a P. 
and then again whipped, and alfo at Salifbury; . '™ 
but the conitable of that town, deputing a pet- “7, 
fon to convey them farther, he,+*moved with Whipped 
compaffion, determined to run the hazard of through 

: ‘ three towns, 
breaking the law, and fet them at liberty, where- 
by the prieft was difappointed of his aim, which 

‘feemed to be to take away their lives, which 
in all likelihood had been the cafe if the can- 
‘ftables of thefe eleven townfhips had executed 
the warrant with fuch feverity as he had ex- 
cited the conftable of Dover to do, the diftance 
from Dover to the end of the jurifdiction being 
about eighty miles. 

* After a little time they returned again to Violently 
Dover, where being met together with other wed by 
‘friends on the firft day of the week, whilft Alice ftables. 

* Ambrofe was at prayer, two conftables, Thornas © 
‘ Roberts and John his brother, came into the meet- 
ing, and taking her each by an arm, inhumanly 
dragged her out of doors, and then with her 

- ‘face towards the fnow, which was knee-deep, 
over {tumps and old trees near a mile; when 
they had wearied themfelves, they commanded 
two others to help them: then they fetched 

‘Mary ‘Tomkins, and treated her in like man- 
ner: The next morning, which was exceflively 
cold, they forced them into a canoe, together 
with Anne Coleman, who in love accompanied 
them, and carried them to the harbour’s mouth, 
threatening that they would now difpofe of them 
fo, as that they would be troubled with them 
no more. And becaufe they were not willing 

10 


* Beffe, vol. ii. p. 228. 
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ta go, they forced them down a very fteep 
_place in the {now, dragging Mary Tomkins again 
over ftumps of trees to the water fide, whereby 
1€ was much bruifed and fainted under their 
hands: Alice Ambrofe they pulled into the wa- 
_ter, and kept her {wimming by the canoe in 
Breas danger of drowning ‘or being frozen to 
eath. They would in all probability have pro. 
ceded in their... wicked defign of murdering 
them, had they not been prevented by a ftorm, 
which drove them back to the houfe, where they 
_had kept them all the night betore. They kept 
them there till near midnight, and then cruelly 
turned them out of doors, in the froft and {now, 
although Alice. Ambrofe’s clothes were frozen 
as hard as boards. . The barbarity exercifed on 
thefe women was fuch, that to all human pro- 
, bability they mult, have perifhed, had not the 
_hand of providence in a fignal manner preferved 
them, It did not appear thele men had any le- 
‘gal warrant or authority to meddle with them, 
but that they were animated and encouraged to 
_this wicked abufe of thefe harmlefs women bya 
‘ruling elder of their church, mitcalled Hate-evil 
Nutter. fei ie tie) 
x, Amongft the number releafed from prifon 
along with Wenlock Chriftifon, were Elizabeth 
Hooton and Joan Brockfup, two antient women 
each about fixty, years of age, being driven with 
the reft into the wildernefs, and left there among 
Wolves and bears, without neceflary provifions, 
they were left: to wander through places unin- 
habited and hardly paflable, in very great danger, 
ull at length they came to Rhode-Ifland, thence 
to Barbadoes, and from thence not long after 


returned to New-England, for to that province 
was 
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was their meflage to teftify againft the fpirit ofc HA P. 
perfecution predominant there- Upon their com- 
" ing to Bofton they were prefently apprehended byYilviess 
a conftable, an illiberal and furious zealot, who 
declared, It was his delight, and be could rejoice 
in following the Quakers to execution as much as 
ever. ‘They were immediately fent away to Vir- 
-ginia, from whence Elizabeth Hooton went back 
to England. | 
After fome time fhe felt the impulfe of duty to Obtains. 
return to New-England; but previoufly to her ea tae 
going, fhe made application to the king, and fettle inany 
obtained his licence to purchafe for herfelf an ee 
houfe and dwelling in any of his plantations: 
Thus authorifed, fhe and her daughter of the 
fame name fet fail in a fhip bound for Botton, 
where, when they arrived, the magiftrates, who 
- zealoufly kept up all the perfecuting laws which 
they durf{t, were determined to fine the matter 
of the fhip one hundred pounds, until they were 
informed fhe had a licence from the king, which with which 
deterred them from executing that defign; but ot ee 
in contempt of the king’s licence and her folici- 
tations, they perfifted in their refolution not to 
fuffer her to purchafe any habitation there. In- 
{tead thereof they let her feel the effects of their 
malicious difpofition, which had fuffered no 
diminution by the reftraint put upon them, At At Dover 
Dover fhe was fet in the ftocks, and kept four }¢ has 
days in prifon in cold weather. At Cambridge imprifoned 
fhe was imprifoned in a clofe ftinking dungeon, });5:0° 
without any thing to lie down or fit on, two 
days and two nights without bread or water, and 
when a friend in fympathy with her fufferings 
brought her fome milk when fhe was ready to 
perifh, he was fined five pounds and fent to 
prifon. 
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-prifon. She was then wiApped through three 
towns, Cambridge, Watertown and Dedham, 
with ten ftripes in each, with a three-ftringed 
whip and three knots at the end, and in this 
mangled condition the was carried on horfeback 


and turned In frofty weather many miles into the wildernefs, 


into the 
wildernefs, 


Returning 
to fetch he 
clothes, the 
is again 
whipped, 
together 
with her 
daughter 
and Sarah 
Coleman, 


and left there among wild beafts, in the hazard 
of perifhing there; as her perfecutors, who left 
her there, exprefled their hopes that they /hould 
never fee her more. And in all human. proba- 
bility fhe muft. have perifhed, had not a provi- 


dential hand preferved her fafe through the dif: | 


mal defert and many deep waters to a town 
called Rehoboth, where fhe arrived the next day 
neither faint nor weary, and thence made her 
Way to Khode-Ifland, praifing and magnifying 
the name of the Lord, who had fignally fup- 
ported her through fuch grievous tortures, as to 
her age and fex in all outward appearance were 
infupportable. 

But her fufferings had not yet fatiated the 
vindictive hatred of her perfecutors. As the 
would not fuffer her to take her clothes with her, 
when they fent her away as aforefaid, fhe re- 
"turned to a place near Cambridge accompanied 
by her daughter to fetch them; and as they 
were returning with them to Rhode-Hland, one 
Thomas Daufort, a magiftrate, made out a war- 
rant to the conftable of Charleflown to appre- 
hend them and Sarah Coleman, an ancient wo- 
man of Scituate, who had met them in the woods 


_ as they were going back. They were taken back 
to Cambridge, abufed by the fcholars, and then 


all three committed to the houfe of correction, 
and 
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and whipped by order of one * Daniel Goggin, CHAP. 


though no juft caufe could be afigned. Eliza- 
beth Hooton came at this time on the reafonable 
errand of reclaiming her property, her daughter 
was guilty of no crime or offence but the filial 
duty of waiting upon and affifting her ancient 
mother, and the other accidentally fell into their 
company. ‘he magiftrates, not fatisfied with 
this, fent the conftable with an order to take 
them from conftable to conftable toward Rhode- 
Iland to be whipt in three towns. Returning to 
Bofton and preaching repentance fhe was again 
fent to the houfe of correétion, whipped at the 
whipping-poft as before, and afterwards at Rox- 
bury and Dedham at a cart’s tail; thence fhe 
was again taken in a mangled condition into the 
wildernefs, and left there to make her way twenty 
miles, the weather ftill continuing very cold. 
Soon after, returning to Bofton to vifit her 
friends, fhe was again caft into prifon, whipped 
from the prifon door to the town’s end, and then 
fent away to Rhode-Ifland, with a warrant to 
whip her from town to town, threatening if 
ever fhe came thither again they would either put 
her to death or brand her on the Jhoulder. ‘Yhus 
this good old woman, who was a woman of 
repute and’ fubftance, perfeétly peaceable and 
inoffenfive in her conduct; x0 vagabond, no 
criminal againft the {tate was cruelly perfe- 


cuted with three imprifonments, nine times 
was 


* The temper of this magiftrate may be conceived frond 
hence. He applied to one William Hathorne a magiftrate of 
like difpofition with himfelf, to fend him Jome Quakers that way 
that he might fee them flafbed 5 which is a clear indication that 
he was of that temper which could take delight in the fuffer- 
ings and torture of his fellow-creatures. 
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CHAP. was fhe tortured with fevere whippings, twice ex. | 
* pofed to perils in the wildérnefs, and left tof: 
1662, Pperifh, as far as in the power of thefe rigid and § 
hypocritical profeflors of religion. Whoever can’ i 
vindicate fuch proceedings, | fhould think he 
either wronged his judgment, or was as callous — 
to the tender feelings of humanity as the unmer- |} 
ciful magiltrates of New-England. But in her 
righteous caufe as her afflictions abounded, fo — 
_ her inward confolations did much more abound, jf 
under the enjoyment whereof fhe teftified her & 
wilingnefs to endure much more for the propa- ¥ 
gation of righteoufnefs, and the love fhe bore to -§ 
the fouls of all men. i | 
The magiftrates of this colony had fuffered “} 
their fpirits to be fo imbittered againft this fo- 
ciety, that the very name expofed thofe who bore 
it to punifhment, and it is to be prefumed few Bt 
of them efcaped it in a greater or leffer degree; “hf 
but fome individuals feem to be more peculiarly 
marked out by them as objects of their utmoft 
tnalevolence, fuch we have fhewn were Lau- 
rence and Caflandra Southick, and their fon 
Jofiah, fuch were thefe innocent women, whole 
Fdward — fulferings are jult remarked ; and fuch was I°dward 
Wharton, k Y , 
Wharton of Salem, whofe banifhment, on pain P 
of death, hath been before recited; but the, “W 
king’s mandamus having prevented the perfe- 9. 
cutors from carrying their fentence into execu- 
tion, (for as he told them, he did not depart 
; from their jurifdition, but kept his habitation) 
they omitted no opportunity to wreak their ven- 
geance upon him, and make his refidence there 
as uneafy and diltreffing as in their power. 
1653. Being a man of Chriltian courage, in the 
~ fummer of this year he went into the court at 
Dover, 
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Dover, a place where perfecution had beenc HA P. 
hotly carried on, and expreffed himfetf in the 
following terms: “* Woe to all oppreflors and | ¢¢ 
& perfecutors, for the indignation of the Lord eae: 
is againft them; therefore, friends, whilft you 
“‘ have time prize the day of his patience, and 
“ ceafe to do evil and learn to do well: Ye 
“‘.who fpoil the poor and devour the inno- 
<< tentes . 

Having faid this, he was immediately appre- 
hended, and fet in the ftocks till they might con- 
fult what to do with him, for his expreflions had 
touched them to the quick, and provoked their 
refentment againft him. ‘The refult of their con- 
fultation was, that he fhould be feverely punifhed 
as a vagabond Quaker, though well known to 
them as a reputable inhabitant of Salem, and 
about his lawful bufinefs: The clerk, who was 
employed to write the order for his punifhment, 
was his next neighbour, (and confequently as 
much a vagabond as himfelf) as he was drawing 
it up, * William Hathorne called to him, and 
bade him write in the king’s majefty’s name. 
Whereupon Edward Wharton made his objec- 
tion, “* Friends, you wrong the king and abufe 
“¢ his name, for I believe he never gave you 

ce oroer 


* This Hathorne, before he was a magiftrate, appeared as 
a profefled enemy to perfecution, for when an act was pre- 
aring to prohibit any perfons from preaching but fuch as 
fhould be approved by a particular fet of men, he publickly 
oppofed it, faying, He looked upon it asa very bad aét, ‘and a 
Jign that the Lord had forfaken them. Tow uni{table and con- 
tradictory are the fentiments of men in different {tations of 
life? This man, after long feeking, being advanced to an 
office of magiltracy, became a violent perfecutor of others, 
for practifing that Chriftian liberty which himfelf had afferted 
and contended for. 
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CH «4 P. order fo to abufe his honeft fubjects.”” How. 0! 
adeths ever the court made the following order, viz. 


1663. ‘ a. 
“To the conftables of Dover, Hampton, Sa- 
** lifbury, Newbury, Rowley, Ipfwich and 
‘¢ Wenham, 


SSS 


Warrantto  “* You and every of you ate required, in his | 
een “ majefty’s name, to receive into your cultody 
threctowns. ** Edward Wharton, a vagabond Quaker, and f 
“* convey him from town to town until he come + 
** to his habitation in Salem; and the conftables 4 
‘* of Dover, Hampton and Newbury are to # 
“¢ whip hin through their refpeétive towns at a 
** cart’s tail, not exceeding ten ftripes in each i 
“town, according to the law of vagabond | 
** Quakers in that behalf. ‘This being the fen. © 
** tence of a court held at Dover the 4th of July, = 
$1663. 


ss 


areas 


n 


 Evias Stitman, cleric,” 


To which fentence Edward anfwered, “ I fear 
** not the worft you may be fuffered to do to 
*¢ me, neither do I look for favour at your 
“hands.” The fentence was immediately exe- 
cuted at Dover, and the executioner told him 
he muft prepare to receive the like at the next 
town. But refufing to go, except forced, he was 
put upon a horfe’s back, having neither bridle 
nor halter, nor any thing to hold by but the 
: pommel of the faddle. In this iznominious man- 
ner, one leading the horfe and two others guard- 
ing him on each fide, he was carried like a 
notorious criminal from town to town, and 
whipped as the warrant directed. 
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Soon after this two of his friends, John Lyd-c ua Pp. 
dal and Thomas Newhoufe *; beng at a meeting Poe 
at Salem, were apprehended, and by Hathorne 66 
ordered to be whipped through three towns. Whipped 
Edward remonftrating againit this and other pro- eee 
ceedinys of this Hathorne, was fentenced to be” 
whipped with fourteen lafhes, which were in- 
flicted at the whipping poft in the faid town. 

About the fame time Jofeph Nicholfon, Jane Cruelwhip- 
Millard and Anne Coleman were cruelly whipped R78 jie. 
through Salem, Bofton and Dedham; the latter man and 
of whom, Anne Coleman, it was thought would CHES: 
have loft her life through the extreme torture 
fhe was put to, by the knots of the whip fplitring 
one of the nipples of her breaft; and it was a 
confiderable time before fhe recovered, 

Edward Wharton went about fome temporal 1664, 
concerns to Rhode-Ifland, and from thence he, 
with George Prefton and Wenlock Chriftifon, 
went to Bofton, and aflembled there with others 
of their friends to worfhip God. Rawfon, the 
fecretary, coming to the knowledge thereof, 
iffued his warrant to take a ftranger, a preacher 
among the Quakers, &c. but before the confta- 
ble reached the houfe the meeting was ended, and 
the ftranger gone. Searching Nicholas Upthall’s 
houfe he found Edward Wharton there, and in- 
fifted upon his going before the governor ; but 
Edward demanding a fight of his warrant, and 
not being mentioned therein, he afferted his right 
‘as a fubjet of England, and refufed to go under 

a warrant, 


* Thomas Newhoufe was again whipped through the jurif- 
dition of Bofton for bearing teltimony againit perfecution in 
one of their meeting-houfes ; at which time having two glafs- 
bottles in his hands, he threw them down, faying, ‘ So fhall 
« you be dathed to pieces,” 
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IX. 


Wry 
1664, 


Fdward 
Wharton 
ordered to 
be whipped 
through 
Bolton and 
Lynn, 
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-a warrant, in which being neither named nor | 


defcribed, it was in no refpect a warrant 
againit him: But here, the magiitrates and their | 
officers being of the fame catt, the conftable. | 
dragged him by violence out of the houfe, and 
took him before the governor, who immediately, 
notwith{tanding he knew him very well, * had j 
been perfonally obliged to him, and knew he: 
was an inhabitant of the colony, a reputable 
tradefman in good circumftances, told him he 
Joould fuffer as a vagabond. ‘Vo which Edward 
replied, [ defy the life of a vagabond ; that law 
ts @ wicked law, and very wicked and unrighteous 
men they are that caufe thofe who fear the Lord 
to fuffer by fuch a wicked law. But this remon- 
{trance availed not. The governor, refolved on 
rigour, turned a deaf ear to his reafoning, and 
ilued his warrant for him to be whipped in their 
accuftomed ignominious Way at a cart’s tail 
through the towns of Bolton and Lynn, and 
thence pafled to Salem, the place of his abode. 
If ever the term vagabond was inifapplied, as it 
was in re{pect to this people in general, it was 
moft certainly in this cafe. A man on his wa 
home from a remoter place, whither his lawful 
occalions 


* William Sewel, P> 339, writes that Indicot had been 
formerly in a circumftance to acknowledge Edward Wharton’s 
friendfhip to him, when he fupplied him with neceflaries in his 
want, promifing then, that if ever it lay in his power he would 
requite him. In what manner he made that promife good thefe 
anecdotes make manifeft. In a letter to Endicot from one 
John Smith, recorded by J. Befle, vol. ii. p. 209, and faid 
to be delivered into his own hand, I find this paflage : 
There remaineth in thee a fpirit of cruclty and hard hearted- 
“* nefs to thy poor neighbours, which thou haft been formerly 
** much beholden to, and relieved by in time of want, when 
“© thou hadi{t not bread to eat.” 
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occafions in the way of his bufinefs had called CHAP. 
im, apprehended at random in the breach Oly - Vie 
no law, not even their law, was furely neither ir fi 
Vagrant (in any accepted fenfe of the word) nor) 
criminal; no ftranger, but well known in Botton; 
but he was known to bea Quaker, fo called ; 
this was his crime, and for this he fuffered,—for 
his’ religion and nothing elfe*. When the war- 
rant was written, Edward was told, that “if he 
*“* would promife the governor to come no more 
“to the Quakers meetings at Bofton, it was 
likely he would difcharge him.’ Yo which 
he replied, ‘* Not for all the world; I have a 
““ back to lend to the f{miter, and I have felt 
“* your cruel whippings before now, and the 
** Lord hath made me able to bear them, and 
** as T abide in his fear I need not fear what 
“you fhall be fuffered to do unto me; but 
** furely the Lord will vifit you for the blood 
‘© of the innocent, and your day is coming as 
** it is come upon many, who but as yellerday 
‘“* were higher than ever you were or are likely 
** to be, but now are made the loweft of many, 
“and truly my foul laments for you.” 

The next day he was cruelly whipped through 
Bolton almoft a mile, and fent away to Lynn; 
but the conftable there confidering him as a 
well known inhabitant of Salem, and the war- 

rant an illegal one, refufed to execute it. 

Toward the end of the next month Alice 
Ambrofe and Mary ‘Yomkins being returned 
from Virginia, where they had been fevercly treat- 
ed, and the latter, being very fick near unto death, 
Kdward Wharton and Wenlock Chriftifon having 

intelligence 


* See note upon Neale, p. 33, &c. 
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CH A P. intelligence thereof, came from Salem to Bofton 
'*- to vifit their fick friend. They were no fooner } 
come to the houfe where the was, than two } 

conftables followed, and forced them all together | 

before the governor, although the fick woman, 4 

through extreme weaknefs, fell down by the way }j 

as dead, yet they waited over her till fhe reco- | 

vered a {ittle, and took her with the reft. Wen- 
lock and the two women were ordered to be’ 
whipped out of the jurifdiétion, but their fen- | 

tence, through the interceflion of Colonel Tem. * 

ple, was remitted. As for Edward Wharton, | 

he being an acknowledged inhabitant now (al- z 

though fo lately a vagabond) they refolved upon‘ 

another courle with hi, and thereupon informed | 
him, that wnle/s he would fubfcribe to thefe four 
propofitions: itt, ‘To promife to come no more | 
to any Quakers meetings in Bofton. 2d, ‘hat if 
when he came to Bolton he fhould acquaint the : 

governor and his deputy forthwith, and of his 4 

bufinefs. 3d, ‘That he would take the oath of 

fidelity. And 4th, ‘To give bond for his good :, 
behaviour, he /hould be tied to a great gun, and & 

Severely whipped with thirty /tripes on his naked y 

body. A fevere and arbitrary alternative; yet # 

this confeicntious man was not long in deter- Mm 

mining his choice, he plainly told them that ' Mj 

“* he would not comply with their propofals ;” | 

whereupon Daufort drew up the following war. ' 

rant, and got Endicot to fign it: : 


‘ “ To the conftables of Bofton, of Charleftown, § 
on Lynn. i 
Warrant Malden and y 
for whip- 
ping him «© You are required to take into your culto- ° f 
apain a ' ; ‘ : : be 
Kofton with “* dy ref{pectively Edward Wharton, convicted 
thirty of 
flripes, 
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‘of being a vagabond from his own dwelling-c H-A Pp, 
* place ; and the conftable of Bofton is to. 
** whip him feverely with thirty ftripes on. his 
*€ naked body ; and from conftable to conftable.’ On 
*€ you are required to convey him until he 
** comes to Salem, the place where he faith — 
“he dwelleth : And in thus doing this fhall be 
*S your warrant. Dated at Bofton the 3oth of 
*¢ June, 1664., 
"ge Rien i - ‘© Joun Enpicort.’?.. 


Then. they led him to the market place, and Barbaroufly 
bound his arms to the wheels of a great gun, “Ue 
and barbaroully whipped him with thirty ftripes, 
fb that it was teftified that peas might lie in the 
holes, which the knots of the whip had torn in 
his flefh; his body was much fwelled and very 
black from his waift upwards, In that fad and 
milferable condition they led him as the warrant 
direfted,, not the neareft way to Salem, but 
round about the country, as if to expofe him to 
the people as a fpectacle, to terrify them with 
the notion oftheir unlimited power, and their 
rigorous cruelty in exercifing it. 

Soon after the figning this warrant Endicot 
was deprived of his power, which he uniformly 
applied, in concert with other magiftrates of 
fimilar temper, to the punifhment of thofe 
who could not fquare their religion by his 
pattern; being feized with a loathfome dif. 
eaie, which caufed a naufeous putrefaction be- 
fore his breath left him, and terminated in his 
death. 

Of his confederates fome were gone before, 
and the reft were taken away one by one, fo 
that from this time perfecution in New England 

Vou. Il. D gradually 
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c HA P. gradually abated, as the perfecutors loft their 


{X. 


1665. 


ftrength, and the eyes of the people began to’ 
be opened to fee the evil of thefe rigorous mea-' 
fures, and more generally to condemn them, 


the magiftrates became more cautious ; yet we 


fhall, in fundry inftances, fee the veftiges of 
the perfecuting fpirit endeavouring to exert its 
power for the punifhment of divers of this peo-' 
ple feveral years after this, even till the Indians 
made deftructive incurfions into their jurifdic- 
tion, which brought on a war, and. gave them 
more ferious employment—to repel enemies 
much more formidable than the Quakers fo’ 
called. 

Edward Wharton, however, did not find all 
his perfecutors removed in Endicot, for fome 
months after, he was again cruelly whipped and 
imprifoned one month, for no other caufe than 
accompanying fome of his friends to Bofton, 
who, came thither to feek a paflage to England. 
Such a feries of inhuman whippings and other 
cruel fufferings for feveral years together, is 
fcarce paralleled in hiflory to be inflicted on 


any one perfon, for the caufe of religion and a’? ¥ 


good confcience. 
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Coes Ata a teabers, 
DETACHED OCCURRENCES. 


Travels of Catharine Evans and Sarah Cheevers 
into Italy—On their Way to Alexandria are 
put into Malta.—Are put into the Inquifition.— 
Their Sufferings there.—Releafed by the Inter- 
vention of Lord D’ Aubigny.—Fohn Philly and 
William Moore travel into Hungary to vifit 
the Hortefche Brethren.—From thence to upper 
Hungary.—Put in Shackles.—Rifled by the 
Officers. —Brought before the Inquifitor.—Re- 
péatedly examined, but no caufe of Crimination 
appearing they are put to the torture.—William 
Moore's Account thereof, and of their fucceffive 
Trials and fevere Sufferings. 


A BOUT this period two Englifh women were c H A P. 


imprifoned in the inquifition at Malta, where 


they were confined above three years : their or 


names were Catharine Evans and Sarah Chee- cutharine 
Evans and 
Sarah Chee- 


Vers. Thefe women, under a religious concern 
to propagate the do¢trine of the divine light in 
man jn the darker parts of the world, took 
their, paflaze in a fhip bound from London to 
Leghorn, where, through various trials and 
ftorms, they at length fafely arrived, and flayed 
fome time, during which they ufed their en- 
deavours to anfwer the end of their coming, by 
difperfing fundry books, explaining the doc- 
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C HAP. trines of this people; and difcourfing upon re. 
_, ligion with the people who came to them, of » 
1661, Whom curiofity drew numbers of all ranks 
daily ; and in thefe their chriftian endeavours 
they met with no moleftation here. 
thence in- From hence having got a paflage in a Dutch 
tending for {hi : ° : ; ; ce 
Alexandria 4p, with intention to go to Alexandria, the 
Auhe me matter put into Malta, where he tarried fome 
' time, Next day after their arrival, being the 
firft of the week, they went afhore, where they 
were met by the Englifh conful, who enquiring 
the caufe of their coming, they informed him, 
and gave him fome books, upon which he let 
them know there was an inquifition there; and 
Fotertained kindly inviting them to his houfe, they accept- 
at the Eng- ch Aa GR es ° 
lith conful’s, Ed his invitation. While they abode here cu- 
riofity drew many to vifit them, whom they 
found it their concern to call to repentance, 
whereby feveral were affected. ‘They went 
by defire to the nunnery, to fee the governor’s 
fifter there, where they difcourfed with the 
nuns, and gave them fome books. Here a 
prieft brought them into the chapel, and wanted 
them to bow to the high altar; but they refufed, 
with abhorrence of that idolatry, and went back 
to the conful’s, where they continued about 
three months, during which time they were 
repeatedly called before the inquifitors, and ex- 
amined by them about their religious princi- 
‘ples; and through the wifdom and integrity they 
were favoured with, anfwered their interroga- 
tories in fuch manner as not to give them the 
advantage again{ft them which they were feeking 
for, nor give away the-caufe of that truth they 
believed in, by the leaft compliance with their 
‘requifitions to adopt their fuperftitious and 
fhowy 
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fhowy religion. ‘The inquifitors, not adven.© HA P.. 
turing to take them out of the conful’s houfe 7, 
without his content or acquiefcence, yet defi- 166, 
rous to get them into their power, at length 
prevailed upon him by their flattery, their me- 

naces, and (as was afterwards dilcovered) by 
bribery, to violate his duty, and withdraw his 
‘protection fo far as to fuffer them to be taken 

by the officers of the inquifition ; for which 
purpofe he confined them in his own houfe, 
though the governor had fignified his willing- 

nefs that they fhould retain their full liberty, as 
believing them to be honeft women. ‘The con- Tbe conful 
ful by fair carriage was defirous to conceal his Se wi 
infincere conduct; but they being under a fenfe them, 
that meafures were in contemplation to their 
prejudice, and fuflpecting the conful to be a 
‘party therein, hinted to him their fufpicions, 
remarking, that ‘* Pilate would willingly do the 

** Jews a pleafure, yet wafh his hands in inno- 

“* cency 3” which remark his confcioulnels of 

his duplicity applied home to himfelf, fo that he 
required a fign of them, if they were the mel- 
fengers of God: And they fignified that this 

might ferve fora fign, ‘* ‘Vhat it would go well \ 
‘* with them, but it would not go off well 

‘¢ with him.” 

Soon after the conful informed them that they and gives 
were fent for by the inquifition, in purfuance eye 
of orders from Rome, but that he hoped they tion. 
would be fet free; wherein he {till diflembled, 
knowing (as they afterwards difcovered) that 
they would be detained in prifon. ‘They were 
taken into cuftody by the officers of the inqui- 
fition, and carried before the lord inquifttor, 
whofe firft queftion was, “* Whether they had 

“* changed 
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cHAP.« changed their minds? To which they an- 
fwered, ** No, and that they fhould not change 
1661. °* from the truth.”? Then he diked, ‘* What 
Framined “ new light it was they talked of ?? ‘They re- 
y the in- : Pe ; 
quifitor,ang Pied, ** It was no new light, but the fame the 
age dan “* prophets and apoftles bore teftimony to.” 
the inquij- Next. he afked, “* How this light came to be 
tion. © - loft fince the primitive times ?” They an- 
fwered "It. Was Tot loft, but:men did’ not 
** comprehend it, by reafon of the night of 
“* apoftacy which had overfpread the nations.” 
Then he threatened them, if they would change 
their minds they fhould fay fo, or elfe they 
would ufe them as they pleafed ; but they fig- 
nified they would not change, adding, The will 
of the Lord be done. Upon this the inquifitor 
and conful withdrew, and left them to the offi- 
cers to conduct them to their prifon, which 
was a clofe dark room, with only two little 
holes for light and air, and fo extremely hot 
in that warm climate that it feemed as if the in- 
tention of the inquifitor was to ftifle them to 
death. 

They were brought under examination again 
and again, but no anfwer could be extorted from 
them to turn to their difadvantage ; and being 
ftill kept clofe prifoners, the conful, who had 
been forewarned that his connivance at their ap- 
prehenfion would not go off well with him, be- 

The cohful Came troubled in his mind to that degree that 

proud he came to them with tears in his eyes, expref- 
or giving . + . . 

them up. fing. his forrow for their detention; and he 

offered back what he had received for delivering 

them up, but could not prevail to have them fet 

at liberty ; and is faid to have enjoyed no Bee 

after 
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after as long as he lived, which was not veryc HA’, 
Jong. 3 x. 

Yo defcribe minutely all the fufferings and a 
trials they patiently endured during a cruel im- wee 
prifonment for three or four years would lead . 
me into too much prolixity. “Chey were conti-They are 
nually befet and perplexed with the imperti- (et wi 
nences of monks and friars, to cajole, terrify and friars. 
or beguile them into conformity to their fuper- 
ftitions ; but all their efforts were quite ineffec. 
tual. Thefe innocent women were too well ef- 
tablifhed, and too fteadfaft in that purer reli- 
gion they had experienced the efficacy of, to be 
perverted therefrom either by flattery, by me- 
naces or by terror, although in apparent jeo- 
pardy every day, often threatened, and often 
under the difmal apprehenfions of being led to 
the ftake, as numbers before them on the like 
offence had been. 

But it looked as if their defign was rather to 
get them put out of the way without noife, than 
to execute them publickly. ‘They were there- Put intoa 
fore put into a room {fo exceedingly hot, clofe fokeeul 
and fuffocating, that it was thought they could moi tuu- 
not furvive there long ; where moreover they ““” 
were fo exceffively flung by gnats that their 
faces were {potted and fwelled as if they had 
been in the fmall pox. They were often forced 
co rife out of their bed, to lie down at the 
chink of the door for air to draw breath. By 
the exceffive heat of the room, which was in- 
tenfe beyond conception, by an internal heat 
added to that of the climate, their fkin was 
parched, their hair fell off, and they frequently 
fainted away. ‘Their affliction here was too fe- 
~yere for humanity in its beft ftate, efpecially in 
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c Ha P.tender women, to fupport, fo that at times they 
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: *- were tempted to wifh for death, to put an end | 


trite 


whereby 7 


Catharine 


falls fick. 


= 


They are 
feparated., 


to their forrows, 3 

It was not admirable that Catharine, by this | 
treatment, fell into a fit of ficknefs, and the 
monks once bringing with them a phyfician, as | 
they had done feveral times betore, telling them 
it was in charity, Catharine atked them, 
“Whether they did not keep them ‘in that hot 
“room to kill them, and bring the phyfician » 
** to keep them longer alive in torment ?” ‘To 
this it was replied, “* It was better to keep them 
** there than to kill them.” They wrote to the 
inquifitor, pleading their innocency, and com- 
plaining of the hardfhips they fuftained, adding, 


_“° if it was their blood they thirtted after, they 


** might as well take away their lives fome other 
** way as fmother them there.” ‘1 his remon- 
{trance he took fo ill, that he ordered their ink- 
horns to be taken away. ‘They alked, “ Why 
** their goods were taken away ?”’ and were an- 
{wered, ‘* All is ours, and your lives too if we 
“will? He ordered them alfo to be feparated; 
but when they came ta part them, Catharine’s 
diforder had broke out in one continued erup- 
tion from head to foot, whereupon the doétor 
was fent for, who faid, ‘¢ hey muft have air, 
“or elie they would die.” This being report- 
ed to the inquifitor, he ordered the door to be 
fet open fix hours in the day. 

Soon after they were feparated, in hopes to 
make more impreffion upon them, by attacking 
them feparately with their artful wiles or dread- 
ful menaces, in order ta bring them to fubmit 
to their requifition; but their affailants were 
greatly difappointed, for they found them aig 

wards 
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wards as immoveable as before, being ftrength-c HA P. 
ened feparately as well as jointly to refift all es 
their attempts. ae 

As a f{pecimen of their manner of making 
converts | fhall tranfcribe one of their dialogues 
out of many. One time a friar came to Catha- Difcourle 
rine, and told her, If fhe would be a CAtaOE a eae 
lick fhe fhould fay fo, otherwife they would ufe rine. . 
her badly, and fhe fhould never fee the face 
of Sarah again, but fhe fhould die by herfclf, 
and a thoufand devils fhould carry her foul to 
hell. She afked him, If he was the mefienger 
of God ‘to her ?; and..he.faid, Yes: Why, 
what is my fin, or wherein have I provoked the 
Lord, that he fhould fend me fuch a meflage? 
It is, replied he, becaufe you will not be a 
catholick : Whereupon the faid, I deny thee 
and thy meflage too, and the fpirit which 
{peaks in thee, for the Lord never fpoke fo. 
lle, growing angry, threatened to lay her IN a The friar 
whole pile of chains, where fhe fhoutd feeb" 
neither fun nor moon. Signifying her refig- 
nation and truft in divine protection, fhe faid, 
he could not feparate her from the love of 
God in Chrift Jefus, lay her where he would. 
Threatening to give her to the devil, fhe told 
him, fhe did not fear him, for the Lord, faid 
fhe, is my keeper ; the Lord is at my right 
hand, and the worft you can do is to kill the 
body ; you can touch my life no more than 
the devil could Job’s, At this, quite enraged, 
he told her, fhe fhould never go out of that 
room alive; to which fhe undauntedly replied, 
The Lord is fufficient to deliver me; but whe- 
wther he will or no, I will not forfake the living 
fountain to drink at a broken ciftern ; and 

you 
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"4 P- you have no law to keep us here, but fuch’a 
: , law as Ahab had for Naboth’s vineyard. Atar 
1661. this the monk ran off in a rage, and pulling’ 
the door, ,faid, Abide there, member of the 
devil : To which fhe faid, ‘Vhe devil’s members 
do the devil’s works, and the plagues of the 
Lord will be upon them for it. 
Yvenihthe Lhe houfe of the inquifition being rebuilding 
arg or repairing in fome parts for the fpace of a 
opportuni- Year and an half, furnifhed them with frequent | 
tics of, Opportunities, even here, to incite the people to 
preacning, ’ 
repentance, and to an attendance to the light of 
Chrift in them, that thereby they mighe be 
preferved from evil, not only among the work. 
men, who were well affected and obliging to 
them, but often with the citizens of better qua- 
lity who came to view the building. 

Sometimes they {poke fo effeétually to thofe f 
who came to fee them that they could not gain. # 
fay the truths they declared, but were made to Me 
confefs that God was with them. And Catha-! 
rine’s prifon being fo near the ftreer that the My 
could be heard of thofe that patled by, the fre. aie 
quently found it her duty, particularly as they iy 
pailed to and from the place of worfhip hard 4 y 
by, to call them to repentance, and to turn 3 
them to the light, which would lead them from | 
all fintul ways and worthips to ferve God in Ipi- 4 

- vit and in truth, which feemed to have a confi. “ 
derable effect on many, who would {tay to hear 
as long as they durft, for they were narrowly fy. 
watched, and the confequence of their {topping 
might have been imprifonment at leaft. Others, We 
greatly offended, applied to the inquifitor to have 
them chained, or punifhed fome other way ; and 
many of the lowcr order, imbittered by the 

~ _ priefts, 
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pricits, manifelted great malice in their wordsc n 


and actions. 
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» Thus they not only withftood all the efforts of ~Y™~ 


the monks to beguile them from their faith, but 
bore open teftimony to the truth they believed 
in, and againft the fuperflition and idolatry of 
the religion eltablifhed there ; endeavouring, by 
a faithful difcharge of duty, to keep a confei- 
ence void of offence to God as well as man; 
and they were fupported in refignation to the 
divine will, in the midft of furrounding dangers, 
and in humble confidence in divine prefervation, 


1661. 


whereby at laft they experienced deliverance. For pia Erte! 
which lundry interceflions were made to the in-@ captain of 


a 


fhip, foli- 


quifitor, both by their friends and others. One Sie dlirre. 
Francis Stuart, of London, a mafter of a fhip, in les wit 


out fuccels, 


company with an Irifh friar, coming to that city, 
and engaging the affiftance of the new conful, ex- 
erted themfelves greatly, and made great intereft 
to get them releafed by application to the chief ma- 

trate, to the inquifitor, to the magiftrates and 
Fists ; and obtained the confent of ail or mott of 
them to their releafe, except the inguifitor, who 
told them, He could not fet them free, withaut an 
order from the pope. ‘Vhefe men were however 
admitted to fee and {peak with them (a privilege 
rarcly granted) the mafter with tears informed 
them of the inefie€tual pains he had taken to pro- 
cure their liberty; “‘ It is this inquifitor,” faid 
he, ‘* that prevents it; you have preached to 
‘* this people.” To which they replied, ** That 
“* it was to preferve the teftimony of a good con- 
** fcience; and the truth they had borne witnefs to 
‘© amongit them, they fhould ftand to maintain, 


‘© eyen with their blood.”’ 
The 
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CHAP. 


1661. 


Dan. Baker Richard Scoftrop had travelled to Leghorn 


alfo applies 
to the in- 

auificor for 
their liber- 


aL OSS ESTA Oey olla OF THE 


The next effort for their liberty was niade b 7. 
Daniel Baker, one of the fame profeffion ; whos)” 
under a concern for propagating true religion, in 
company with John Stubbs, Henry Fell, and 


whence Stubbs and Fell took their departure for§ 
Alexandria; and Baker and Scoitrop for Smyrna 
and Contlantinople, they preaching every where 
the light of Chrift, and exhorting all to obedi-§ 
ence thereto, as the means whereby they might 
experience falvation fiom fin, and a real conver. 
fion of their fouls to God. This doétrine, deli. 
vered in meeknefs, and accompanied by inof, 
fenfive deportment, was received with contempt 
and indignation, more by the proteffers of chrift 
tianity, than the Turks, Jews and Greeks,cif 
When they arrived at Smyrna, they were fer 
back by the Englith conful to Zant, where Rich-4 
ard Scoftrop died. Daniel Baker got patlage 
from thence to Venice, and fo to Leghorn, and: 
at length: to Malta, to vifit the aforefaid women, « 
with whofe fufferings he had real fympathy, be. 
ing engaged in the fame caufe. Hé obtained aCe! 
cels to the inquifitor, and addrefled him in Ita 
lan, thus, “*] am come to demand the juft lis. 
** berty ofimy friends, the two Englith women: 
‘* in prifon in the inquifition.” ‘The inquifitor 
afked, whether he was related to them as an huf. ‘ 
band or kinfman? And whether he came out of - 
Fngland on purpofe to make this application ? He 
IIe anfwered, that he came from Leghorn for 
that purpofe. The inquifitor told him, they ‘ 
fhould lie in prifon till they died, except fome ‘ 
}nglith merchants, or others of fufficient ability, 
would give an obligation of three or four thou- 
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fand dollars, that they fhould never return thi- cya Pp. 
ther. X, 
He repeated his folicitations, but could obtain —Y™ 
no other anfwer. During his ftay of twenty-four 16! 
days on the ifland, he frequently vifited the pri- 
foners, at the hazard of his life; adminiftered to 
their neceffities, and received feveral letters from 
thein to take over to their friends in England ; 
and although he was daily threatened with the in- 
quifition, and their officers watched him narrow- 
ly, yet through the favour of divine Providence, 
he was preferved out of their hands, and recurned 
fale to England, where he was foon after taken 
with others from the meeting at Bull and Mouth, 
in the sth month (July) 16623 and after being 
detained fome hours for a gazing-ftock to the 
rople in Paul’s yard, was taken in the evening 
Eelore alderman Brown, who ordered his attend- 
ants to {mite him, which they did; and pulling 
him four or five times to the ground, beat him 
with their fifls, and wrung his neck to gratify 
the ill temper of their mafter ; who when he was 
fatisfied with abufing him and his companions, 
committed them to Newgate: It was not without 
reafon that Daniel Baker, reflecting on the treat- 
ment he had met with abroad, told him that 
‘Turks and Pagans would be afhamed of fuch bru- 


tifh ations. a 
At slaft, after thefe women had endured the George Fox 


feveritics of their imprifonment in the inquifi- Pryieer 
tion upwards of three years, George Tox and bigny ae 
" interpo en 


Gilbert Latey underftanding that the lord D’Au- theithvou, 
bigny could procure their liberty, applied to him whe obtains 


e . . . Caer their ~ 
for his friendly interpofition, by writing to the jee” 
magiftrates there in their favour; which with a 
laudable humanity he readily promifed to do, and _ 

his 
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cu A p. his mediation was fo fuccefsful as to obtain thelr 


oy . . 
“~~ releaf ‘ ‘ 
cleafe in the following manner 
hes! The lord inquifitor with the chancellor and 


others came to the prifon, and afked them, Whe. 
They are ther they would return to England to their bu/bands 
Pep and children ? They replied, “ It was their intent, 


ts in the will of God fo to do.” Whereupon they 


were releafed, and the inquifitor courteoufly took |} 


his leave of them, wilhing them a profperous 
journey to their own country, as did the other offi- 
cers, without making any demand of fees for their 
attendance. Being thus reftored to liberty, they 


kneeled down and prayed.unto God not ta lay } 


to their charge the evil they had done unto them, 
And then they were delivered into the conful’s 
hands :. After about eleven wecks refidence at his 
houfe, the Sapphire frigate coming to the ifland 


took them in, together with fome knights of °) 


Malta, one of whom was the inquifitor’s brother, 

who often interefted himfelf with the captain in 

their favour, requefting they might want no ac- 
commedation the fhip afforded. From Malta 

are Fiadly they came to Leghorn, where the merchants 
Ca treated them with remarkable kindnefs, fending 
them wine and other things for their refrefhment. 

From hence they pafled to Tangier, at that time 

and at Tan- befieged by the. Moors, notwith{landing which 
BT. they went into the town, and got many opportu- 
nitics of exhorting the people to the amendment 

of their lives, as they flocked greatly tothe houfe 

where they lodged: ‘hey paid a vifit to the go- 

vernor, who received them courteoufly, took 

their admonition in good part, and fignified his 
purpofe to follow their counfel. He would have 

given them money, which they were not free to 

accept, but gratefully acknowledged his Ue i 
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From Tangier they went aboard another fhip force Ha P. 
England, where, after fome ftorms, they arriv- X. 
ef in fafety, rejoicing in the Lord, and mag. “Ws 
rifying his mercy manifefted in their wonderful. 166:- 
deliverance. 

For fome time previous to their difcharge their ' 
tricd integrity and blamelefs demeanour had 
made an impreflion on both the magiftrates and 
inguifitor in their favour, fo that the latter relax-: 
ed in his feverity, and feemed inclined to give 
them their liberty ; but the friars exerted their 
endeavours again{t it. However, he ordered that 
they fhould be fupplied again with pens, ink and 
paper, to write to their friends. After this they 
wrote feveral letters and papers during their con- 
faement. : 

Severe as the fufferings of the aforefaid women John philly 
in.the ohare were, they fell fhort of thofe of nd W™. | 
two men friends, John Philly and William Moore, vel into 
who being with other friends in Germany in the Jory 
beginning of the year 1662, felt a concern on Horteihe 
their minds to proceed farther into Hungary, on 
a vifit to the Hortefche brethren, who were a 
kind of Baptifts living in a community, and in 
imitation of the primitive chriftians, having their 
goods and poffefons in common: they alfo re- 
fufed to fwear or fight, and dwelt by hundreds of 
them together ina family, To encounter the pe- 
rils of fo long a jonrney, through a tract of coun- 
try unknown to them, and where they were un- 
known, amongft people far differing from them 
in language, in fentiments and in manners, was 
a difcouragement, which nothing could furmount: 
bur a firm perfuafion of duty, and in confequence 
a reliance on divine protection in the way there- 
of, By the information they had previoufly ob- 

| tained, ~ 
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CH 4 P. tained, and further direétions on the way, theyi } 
~_, made a profperous journey to the neareft body of!\} 
this people, refiding near Cufhart, about a day’s) §, 

journey from Prefburg, where they were pretty; @ 

holpitably entertained by fome of them. They, 


1662. 


Travel on 
into upper 
Hungary. 


HP Seth Osta hacia vay ate 


here difperfed fome religious books, which they 


had taken with them for that purpofe. They hadi § 
afterwards fome favourable opportunities of exer-, }. 
cifing their gofpel labours amongft them, wherein 
they endeavoured ta promote and advance their: |f 
growth and experience in pure chriftianity. 1 it 

After they found themfelves clear of their fere.“} 
vice there, they enquired after other families of, : 
their brethren, and were informed of one, three; # 
hundred miles farther at a city called Pattock, in’ 
upper Hungary ; at the fame time they were dif.) 4 
fuaded by thefe people from going fo far, but ras»; 
ther ftay and vifit the families thereabouts. With! - 
this propolal, although William was eafy to coms! 4 


ply, yet his companion thinking it his duty to 
go forward, he had not freedom ta leave him, as! 


John did not underfland the language, which he: ‘ 


had fome knowledge of. * 


‘Vhey therefore continued. their journey in. } 


company to Prefburg, and forward towards 


Comora, and on the way finding a boat going: 


with meal to the garrifon at Newhaufel, which 
was on the way to Pattock, they endeavoured to 


Surrounded get a paflage in it, “Lhe boatmen afking whe- 


with dala - 
eels OW 
every fide, 


ther they had any acquaintance there, and whe. 
ther they had a pafs? and being anfwered in the 


negative, they told them it would be danger. 
ous going thither, and alfo to travel farther in. - 


thefe parts, being tributary to the Turks ; that 
they would be encompafled with danger on all 
hands; in danger of being killed by the country- 


_ men or Turks; and in equal danger if they went 
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to Newhaufel, as at that garrifon they ufually put c HAP 
thofe to death who were found on the tributary 
ground without permiffion. John Philly notwith- Saal 
ftanding being defirous to proceed, they went on ahd 
till they came near Comora, and lodged at an 
Hungarian’s; but not being able to underftand 

one another, they fent for a ftudent from the col- 

lege, with whom William converfed a little in 

Latin. ‘The ftudent enquiring concerning their 
country, and the purpofe of their journey, Wil- 

liam told him they came from Great Britain, 

and were defirous to go to Pattock. Afterwards 

they entered into difcourfe about religion, and in 
conclufion the ftudent, taking his leave, wifhed 

them well, though his fentiments, he faid, dif- 

fered vaftly from theirs. 

Comora is in Schut, an ifland in the Danube, w. Moore 
which river they muft therefore crofs to get to it ; 9s te Co" 
they made figns to a countryman to put them over, he is appre- 
by holding out money to him, being ignorant of the pense: 
rifque they would run. He was accordingly get- 
ting his boat ready, when a Dutchwoman, coming 
up called out to him, What are you about! and 
told thefe ftrangers the governor would prefently 
caufe him to be hanged, if he took them over. 

So they returned to their lodging. Here Willi- 
am having heard there were many Dutch people 
on the fouth fide of the town, went over the next 
day,’ and without apprehenfion ef the confe- 
quence, took over fome books, in order to feek 
an opportunity to convey them to Pattock. Meet- 
ing a foldier, and having one of the books in his 
hand, the foldier, looking at the title, told him of 
a certain place in the neighbourhood, which was 
in Turkey, whither, if he went, he might have 
good days there; to whom Willian! fignified his 

Vou. iL kL purpofe 
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¢ HA P.purpofe to return back, and proceeded to the 
X- water fide, in order ta rejoin his companion whom. #& 
“v—— he had._ lett behind. Here the aforefaid foldier 
1662. Came up to him, and told him, he muft come to i 
the captain, before whom appearing accardingly, a 

he afked for the book, and looking intg it, afked 
William if he was a Quaker ? to which he an- 

. fwered, Yea. The captain, in a patlion, faid, 
Thefe, rogues fhew no refpe@, and that he was a 

young Tus come to fediice the people, and make 
uproars. He then caufed him to be {tripped and 
fearched, and took away his money from him: 

And William giving him to underftand he would 

not like fuch treatment himfelf, he told him, 

When you get clear you fhall have your money; 

but that is not like to be the cafe. Being fent to 

Putin the guard, and fhackled hands and feet, they en- 
hackles. ~~ deayoured to terrify him, by infinuating as if he 
fhould be roafted on a wooden {pit, as fome had 

been, who had but juft gone to the next village 
without their order. He endeavoured to compole 

himfelf in refignation to, the divine difpofal, ex, 

pecting little lefs than immediate death, He was 
defirous to convey intelligence to his companion 

of his fituation, and told fome of the foldiers he 

had a companion in the inn on the other fide, 

who would wonder what was become of him, if 

Jobn Philly he did not hear. On this intelligence they went 
aan over and apprehended him in his lodgings, though 
“> wnconcerned in the crime they imputed to Wil- 
liam, which was his going over inta the garrifon. 

‘They were committed to feparate prifons, Willi- 

am to tne Stockhoufe, and John to the room ap- 
propriated to the inhuman purpofle of putting the 
prijoners to the rack, where he had only the prof- 

pect of the implements of torture before ne 

After 
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After the officers had rifled their perfons and port-C HA P. 
manteau, and {tripped them of what they pleafed, , *: 
they were not afhamed to ufe both threatenings e565 
and mean artifices to difcover if they had ANY They are 
money left, and to extort it from them. rifled by the 
The day following they were brought before °!°* 

the inquifitor to be examined by him, who de- Brought be- 
manded of them, Whence they were? Whither 2 ag 
they intended? Who was the author of their cxamined, 
coming forth? What money they had taken up? 
William was farther examined concerning the 
books, and told it was a capita! crime, and would 
colt him his life; to which he fignined, What he 
had done therein he had done in fimplicity. To 
the next queftion, Who had fpoken to them in 
their lodging? he anfwered, A ftudent. ‘his 
ftudent being accordingly fent for, and examined, 
his information was taken down in writing ; but 
it doth not appear that any caufe of crimination 
could be drawn therefrom, as to their pretended 
crime of coming as {pies, or with treacherous in- 
tention, to the garrifon. At a future examina- 
tion the inquifitor had the ftudent’s information 
in his hand, but would not read it openly; for 
the proceedings of thefe courts haye been long 
marked with infamy in all countries where they 
are not eftablifhed, for their iniquitous myfteri- 
oufnefs in concealing from the unhappy prifoner 
every information or accufation they have again{t 
him, and proceeding by torture to extort a con- 
feflion to their purpofe, whether they have or 
haye not any grounds of crimination. ‘This was 
the wretched cafe of thefe men, When nothing 
as to their pretended crime could be made out, 
the inquifitor told them the books were enough, 
though there were nothing elle; and then afked 
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HISTORY OF THE 


c HAP, Whether they did not know that Catholics had _ 


Xs 


laws to burn and torment Heretics, and fuch as ° 


“~~~ carried fuch books? to which William warily re- 


1662. 


They are 
puc to the 
torture, 


plied, I fhould not have expeéted fuch dealings | 
among good chriftians. . “y 

The inquifitor opening a book, real or pre- 3 
tended, of their corrupt laws, read or appeared 
to read therein, that perfons who carry fuch 
books and papers are to be put to the rack. 
They were repeatedly brought to examination in 
the firft eight days after their apprehenfion, and 
fundry enfnaring queftions put to them, as what 
they thought of the facrament; to which William 
replied, the fle/h profteth little, it is the fpirit that 
quickeneth. ‘Vhis inquifitor was fo ftrangely unac- 
quainted with the fcriptures, that in a furprize he 
apphied to a prieft prefent, ‘¢ Sir, father, how is 
that? who recollecting himfelf faid, he did re- 
member fuch an expreffion. Vhe inquifitor next 
afked him if he would turn catholick? to which 
he made this rational reply, “ If I fhould do fo 
‘* for fear or favour of you, the Lord not requi- 
*¢ ring it of me, I fhould not have peace in my 
** confcience, and the difpleafure of the Lord 
“* would be more intolerable than yours ;”” add- 
ing that compulfion might make hypocrites, 
but not chriftians, as it did not change the heart, 

Being thus fifted and tempted ’till the eighth 
day, without the difcovery of any crime from 
their own confefhon, or the information of others, 
their perfecutors proceeded to their ufual refource, 
to extort the confeflion they wanted by torture. 
Of this the fullerer, William Moore, gives the 
following account, ina letter to William Caton, 
written foon after his releafe. 

‘© Notwith{tanding our innocence, the govern- 


* or would have us racked,which {eemed to me, 


according 
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“© according torelation, acruel torment; and inc H a P. 


“ thofe days I often poured out my fupplications _ ~* 
“ to the Lord with tears. ‘They made ready the Be ake 


‘““ benches, lighted the candles, put John out of 
« his room, and fent for me, the inquifitor fit- 
‘© ting there and two more officers, and the mar- 
«© fhal and executioner by them. The inquifitor, 
‘© addreffing himfelf to me, faid, William, that 
“© you may not think we deal with you as tyrants, 
* we will inform you that you may tell what 
“© you know in time, for if you be racked you 
“© will be a miferable man, and mait have your 
« head cut off befides. But I told them I had 
« done no evil that {knew of, nor had any in my 
‘* heart again{ft them. ‘hen he read a tew lines 
“« to this purpofe, we Leopald, Emperor, &c. hav- 
« ing under{tood of two impeached perfons, John 
- Philly and William Moore, found by our fron- 
“tier garrifons, our defire is they fhould be 
“ racked, to know their intent. And then the 
“© executioner, by their order, put an iron {crew 
“hard upon my thumbs, and bade me tell out. 
“ Then he flacked them and {crewed them hard- 
“er again; but their aim not being gained 
“ thereby, he was commanded to proceed far- 
< ther; upon which he tied a {mall cord about w, Moore's 
*¢ my wrilts behind my back, and another cord et, ae 
« about my’ ancles, with a battel of wood be- rack. 
“ tween my feet, and forced my body quite from 
« the ladder; and at the firft pull, my left arm 
‘ ‘* being diflocated, gave a loud crack, then he 
“‘ was ordered to put it in joint again. So he 
« flackened ; And then they told me, they had 
« three things efpecially, which they wanted to 
be informed in, ut. Why | afked the ftudent 
“ if one fhould come to them, and fay he in- 
tended 
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** tended to buy fomewhat of them, if they would 
** kill him? Secondly, Why we had defired to 
“* be fet. over the water, and who was the au- 
* thor? _ Thirdly, .Why I had written’ down 
** fome of the names of the garrifons and other 
‘*¢ places, notwithftanding I had them in the 
Smaps!’ ) 
** He further endeavoured to ‘force me to 
*¢ tell whether John Philly was a gunner, an 
fe, engineer,..or .4 minifter ? Now this fufpicion 
*° of his being .a minifter was put into their 
** heads by an Irifhman, who had an irrecon- 
‘© cileable hatred or malice againft Englifhmen, 
§¢ as | afterwards. from his own mouth plainly 
** underftood ; but I anfwered and kept to this, 
‘* that he was an hufbandman and a maltman, 
f and I knew him not ’till he came to. Amfter- 
€* dam. . He afked me, if I had a mind to go ta 
s* the Turks, and be one? I faid I had rather 
¢* die than be one, In the mean time | was fo 
«* racked, that my chin was clofe.to my breaft, 
* and my mouth fo clofed that I was almolt 
$¢ choked, and could not well {peak any longer ; 
«¢ and I fhould not with any to experience the 
£* painful torture I endured , and when they 
s* flackened, it was fometimes almoft as painful 
** as the pulling, and yet ftill they would be 
‘© queftioning me, Then I afked where is your 
‘© chriftian charity? do ye now as ye would 
‘* that others fhould do unto you? And I cried 
“the louder that the people without might hear, 
<< and bear witnefs what they were doing to me, 
<¢ for the door was {hut and guarded ; but fome- 
** thing they would force out of me; and I told 
‘© them that by fuch means they might force 
** men to tell more than they knew, to be oe 
6¢ ra) 
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.of their pain, as many had done. Finally, [cH a p, 
told them, it was for love to our religion we X. 
“were come to thofe places. ‘Then they lett ~~~ 
off, as thinking there was crime enough, 1662. 

* Yet ftill the inquifitor threatened I fhould be 

** racked again on the third day.” rete 

‘Then they fetched John, who not feeing me, Joba Philly 
thought I had been hanged on the private gal. put to the 
Jows they had there, and put out of the way ;“""* 
but he was given up, being confident in the 
Lord, who had fealed to him, he faid, that his 

life fhould be given to him for a prey before he 

came forth ; his thumbs were fcrewed, and he 

was drawn up the ladder twice, but cried out, 
innocent ; and they afking. the interpreter, what 

that was? they feemed fimirten in their con- 
{ciences, and left off; and when all was done, 

and they could find no contradiétion, they in- 
vented a lie. The marfhal came to me, and told 

me John had faid, I had no money by me, but 

what I had was his;, and bid me tell. how it 

was; ,which I knew to,be falle: thus they fought 
occafion to torment us the more; but we kept 

to truth, and their expectation failed them. 

After all, they told:me there would be {WENLY ‘phey are 
or thirty.men of note, out of the quarters round a ae 
about, appointed to hold a court of juice upon ie 
us, and to determine what deaths we fhould die, 
and to make new laws for our.fake ; but in the 
mean time the inquifitor came, and would haye 
fne write down fome of the heads of my religion, 
which I did, at,fome of which he raged very 
muchiGhiier, ae tees , : 

John Philly being fufpicious that the inguifitor J. Philly on 
and priefts, plotting to take away their hives, oy the in- 
might give a falfe reprefentation of their con- quilitorsand 
feflion on the rack, called out to the gover- fies to the 
nor, governor. 
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CHA P.nor, as he was pafling in his coach, and upon | | 
__, fending to know his bufinefs, he informed him 


* ° . . hy \ t 
ee of the queftions put to them, and their anfwers, q 


which being true, there was not the leaft con. i 

tradiction found therein. He afterwards wrote @ 

to him more fully, but the inquifitor, con{cious ’ ¥ 

of his evil dealing, intercepted the letter, and en- & 

_deavoured to conceal it from the governor, 

which John underftanding, took another oppor. 

tunity to call tothe governor, andinformed him 4 

thereof, who ordered the inguifitor to give it ta @ 

William to tranflate, which he did; foon after | 

the inquifitor came to them, and informed them 

he was fent by the governor to let them know | 

a they might go forth to fill fome earth in a wheel. } 

work at the barrow, whereby they might earn two pencea § 

wheelbar- day to buy bread; for, continyed he, that which 

7. remains in my hands of your money is little for 

my pains, and the marfhal and the executioner 

muft have fome for theirs. This offer they wil- 

lingly accepted, both for the fake of frefh air, 

and in hopes that their fufferings, being in open 

view, might move fome compaflion, there being 

many Lutherans and Calvinifts there, who com- 

yniferated their condition, but durft not venture 

to vifit or converfe with them in the caftle. Yet 

fometimes the marfhal would not let them go 
out, and often kept back their wages. 

They both wrote again to the governor, in ac- 
knowledgment of his moderation, in preventing 
the defire of fome of their adverfaries, wha 
wanted to proceed to greater feverities. The 
inquifitor again intercepted their letters ; but the 
governor, coming to the knowledge thereof, 
obliged him to give them up, and foon after their 


chains were taken off. 
After 
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After they had been detained here about fix-c HA P. 
_ teen weeks, they were conveyed in chains, by a . 

waggon, under a guard to general Nadafti, who | ¢., 

was addrefled under the titles of Judex Curiae removed 

Hungariz, the Emperor’s active privy counfellor chains te 

and lord chamberlain. he next morning they oe 

were brought before him and fundry lords of 

that kingdom, by whom they were examined; 

and although fome of them feemed affected with 

their anfwers, and none objected thereto, they 

pafled fentence upon them, that they fhould be 

burned, if they would not be inftruéted in and Sentenced 

embrace the popifh religion, for that their laws t>¢>™™ 

tolerated only three religions, their own, the 

Lutherans and the Calvinifts; and whofoever 

brought a new religion, by their laws was to be 

burned, Upon receiving this fentence they were 

fent away. Under this difmal fentence John was 

fupported, and encouraged his companion, by a 

full perfuafion of mind, that the power of the et 

lord would divide them in their council, which executed, 

yroved to be the cafe, as they afterwards under- 

tood by an Irifh prieft, who was fent to demand 

an account of-their religion in writing, which 

they gave him in Englifh, and Williara having 

tranflated it, gave into Nadafti’s own hands. 

A prieft was fent to convert them, but his 4 orien 
endeavours and thofe of others being ineffectual, ‘ent to con- 
Nadafti fent them to a place within about five Sere Eat 
German miles of Vienna, where falling into the with the 
hands of the priefts, their perils became aggra- rhs oe 
Yated, They were here again fearched, their eee 
books’and papers taken away. ‘They were threat- tortures. 
ened with the execution of the fentence pafled 
upon them; that they could give thein a f{peci- 
men of their ftrong arguments for convincing 


hereticks, fuch as burning under the arms, put- 
ting 
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other methods of | torture. They a a 
1662, them into their churches (fo called, to make then’ 
' take off their hats and bow to their images, 
« © “They fet others to enfnare them, in their words; 
and {trove to do it themfelves, that they might! 
vricapiane 45) fome occafion to take away their lives. But’ 
naces and their menaces, and pious frauds (as they. hayes 
 eerhing been termed) were fruftrated by the fteadfi a(inels | 
"of thefe men to the truth they believed in: They: 
therefore put manacles on their wrilts, fo finall, § 
as, when locked by main force, but them to ex4 | ee 
treme torture, fo that they could not help crying 
out. This feemed to give much joy to ‘hele ob. , 
durate ecclefiafticks. ‘Lhen they were thruft i iny 
to a narrow hole with fome ‘Turks, that were ; 
prifoners, where they had fcarce room to fit Vie i 
down. Here they were again threatened to ba 7. 

fent back to Hungary to, be. burned... One ‘ + 
the pricfts, being defired to. treat them as men Wf 
‘and chriltians, to-allow them, a little ftraw. to lig 3 
on, and net to ufe them worfe than the Turks, 4 
replied, we prefer them before. you. About the 
fame time they offered them drink, urging them a 
greatly to take it, which they fulpecting to bg 
poifon, , refufed ; upon this one of the priefts 
faid, /ifpectum cf. Amongft thefe priefty they 
"hada very (uneafy time, being in addition, ta 
their cruelty, ahnolt continually aflaulted by, their 
<i ce ‘fnares, their taunts or their menaces. | As, Wil, 
under great liam under great dil fcouragement was fitting, and 
difeontagy mufing upoy their-fituation, be faid within him, 
arencour- felf, Lord help us! what wall be the end of this? 
ae vill: Will they, have power to murder us here, where 
few may, knaw of it? (fur there were no, ie 
therans and Calvinis here, as at Prefburg and 
Coimora 
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way 


~Comora to be witnefles of their treatment:) Inc H a P. 


this mufing ftate, he feemed as if he flept, and = *- 
ona fudden to his imagination appeared a man “~~ 
all clothed in white, fitting on a milk-white 1662. 
horf{e riding in halite towards him, like one 
haitening to his refcue; whereby his faith was 
flrengthened, imagining it was of divine ap- 
pointment for his encouragement, left he fhould 

be too much; caft down, ‘The very fame day 
ameflage came trom the Earl *, fignitying his 
difplealure at their proceedings, 

Shere was one Adam Bien, the Earl’s barber, Adam Bien, 
who had been educated amonyit the Hortefche ie 


brethren aforementioned, and being favoured in thee con- 

ag ia : : . . crfation is 
his youth with an enlightened underltanding in inaca 

ature ot true. religion, had been engaged with good 

the pete 5 2 well & 8 will toward 


to exprefs his diflatisfation with the darknefs them and 


and ,deadneis of the forms of thofe brethren, thst prie- 


‘Vhe Earl giving him fome account of thele pri. 
foners, and fhewing hin jome papers he had re- 
ceived from John Plnlly, his, religious feelings 
were thereby revived, and a ftrong defire raifed - 
jn his mind to’get an opportunity of converfation 

with them, which through his interelt with che 
Farl it was not dificult for him to attain. By 

their. difcourfe he was reached and in a good 
degree convinced of the truth of their dodtrine, 
and while they ftayed there became a f{teadfaft 
and very ferviceable friend to them. He told =: : 
them, he had it from the Karl that he imagined 
the priefts mult have been drunk when they gave 

the illstreatment which had difpleafed him ; they 

in 

to s ¥ 
fal 

Ba “Who this Earl was, we have no further account in Wil- 
liam Moore’s letter, from which this narrative is extracted ; but 
I conjecture he was a perfon vefled with the principal civil aa- 


‘thority in this place. 
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CH AP. in return informed him they were fo both with 

x. rage and wine. ‘Vhe Farl’s reproof had fuch ef! 

“~~ fect as to ftop for a feafon that current of abufe} 

1662. that in various channels had hitherto run_ vio! 

lently to bear them down: the ftreams began to} 

turn, and fome of thofe, who had diftinguithed 

themfelves in promoting every cruel and maii- 

, cious infult for the feafon, were endeavouring to | 

ingratiate themfelves with them by flattery, to 

wipe off the remembrance of their preceding 

treatment. The priefts alfo were reftrained from 

_ keeping them any longer in their hole of a pile 

fon, and ufing them with the cruelty they had 

done before, which was to them a great morti- 
fication. 3: 

Atlaftthave ‘They feemed now to have a comfortable prof. 

2 profpect Het of obtaining their liberty, having obtained 

ing their certificates of their character from their friends gy 
bbertys but in Holland, with the King’s proclamation for 

bpeprictt fetting their friends at home at liberty, which 

were of fervice: but a prieft exerted his utmoft @# 

efforts to prevent it, by infufing prejudices into 4 


opinion of them. And this Earl going to Vienna 

was there confined by an heavy indifpofition, by 

which means they were difappointed, for the pre- 

fent, in their hopes of liberty. 

Specimen Of the fpirit of the religion of thefe ecclefi- 
othe Pi ticks we have feveral inftances. About this 
ccclefiaf- time there came to them a fpiritual Lord, (fo 
nee called) an Enelifhman, from Vienna, who afked, 
‘, if they were come to plant their religion 2’ add- 
ing, Sects have occafioned much mifchief in 
England, but now they will be rooted out. John 
remarked to him, the love of God can recon; 

cile them:. A pox teke that love, faid he, with 

other 
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other unfavoury expreffions, very unbecoming C H 4 P. 
his character of fpiritual, manifefting him not <- 
only carnal but profane. Another time there ~~ 
came one, who was called Brother Valentine, 162: 
and fpeaking with them concerning the Bible, 
faid it had brought many thoufands into hell. 
And reading a paper of John’s, which he had 
written to the Earl and council, fhewing that he 
was an Englifhman, and forafmuch as there was 
no difcord between England and the Empire, 
he could not conceive why an Englifhman com- 
ing thither to vifit a particular clafs of people, 
and {pend his money among them, fhould be ufed 
with the cruelty they had been: upon reading 
which this Valentine gave vent to the virulence 
of his fpirit in the following uncharitable ex- 
preflion, That they ought to be beheaded, for 
if that had been done to Luther at firft, there ~ 
had not been fo many Lutherans or hereticks at 
this day. This man’s bitternefs, no lefs than 
the other’s profanity, difcovers a temper very dif- 
ferent from the fpirit of the gofpel, which is 
pure, peaceable, gentle, ealy to be entreated, 
full of mercy and of good fruits: wherefore they 
took a very abfurd method of recommending 
their religion to the adoption of the prifoners, 
who were better informed of the nature of true 
religion, than not clearly to perceive theirs, 
which ‘allowed thefe liberties was not fo; and 
fenfible enovgh to difcern, that although priett- 
craft might apply to fuch methods of fupport, 
chriftianity abhorred them, as deftructive af its 
eflence. : 

In the mean time Adam Bien had requefted, 
unknown to the prifoners, liberty for them to 
refide in his houfe, during the extremity of the 
winter; as their prefent prifon, the guard-room, 
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CHA P.was- very cold, the doors being open all day 

x. and much of the night, and from the confidences 
“~™ he had in their integrity, profferred his own per, 

1662. fon in their ftead, if they fhould make their@ 
efcape ; but they were not free to add the bury 

den of fupporting them to the obligations they & 

were under for his former atts of kindnefs, and iy 

therefore chofe ta ftay in the prifon appointed a 

for them : yet they got liberty at times to go to gay 

his houfe, where they fometimes met with fome| 

of the brethren, and had religious opportunitigs! 

with them. 

Their fuf- But their fufferings were not yet at an end ;\% 

aes cos both the pricits and foldiers, though partly re, 

{trained by the awe they were in of Adam, on 

account of his iutimacy with the Earl, continu, 

ed at all fecure opportunities they could get to ay 

be vexatious to them, and fought in various #W 

ways to infnare them. Vinally, they feem by Hy 

their infinuations to have prevailed upon the gq 

Earl to connive at leaft at a plot which was laid 4 

They are to feparate them, by carrying William Moore 

‘pared. Off privately, probably, becaule, having fome 

knowledge cf the High-Dutch language and 

Latin, they might look upon him as the belt @ 
qualified and moft likely to promulgate their 
doctrines, For this purpofe he was called out 
Melita) by one of the men employed to carry him off, 
ly carried who gave him two glafs bottles, under pretence 

ene ie of going with him to fetch fome wine ; and when 
puted by he had drawn him out of the town into the 
dants.- fields, whither came fome fleds (the country be- 
‘ ing fo deeply covered with fnow, that waggons 

could not travel) being armed with a cudyel, he 

forced him on to one of them, and was prefent- 

ly joined by a foldier, whom Wiiliam knew to be 

a defperate fort of a man, haying been much 

threatened 
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threatened by him before. Upon his coming, ¢ HA R. 


William was fenfible mifchief was intended him, 
and fearing left they fhould, under the pretence of 
his being run away, vent their vengeance on his 
companion and Adam too, to whom they bore 
a grudge for his kindnefs to them, he re- 
folved to endeavour to get back; but was pre- 
vented by the wicked attendants, who beat and 
abufed him greatly, threw him down on the 
fnow, tied him hands and feet, bound him on 
the fled, with his face to the hay, and carried 
him off; fo that he was under apprehenfion 
that their defign was to murder him in an ad- 
joining wood, ‘hey afterwards went by a gal- 
lave where he imagined they might have it in 
view to execute him; but they pailed by both. 
Some people coming that way, they covered him 
with a cloak, and one of them fat upon him, 
that he might not be feen. But hearing them 
paffing by, he called out to them to let the bar- 
ber know he was forcibly carried off. ‘Lhe fol- 
dier then again beat him fevergly, the other man 
having charged him not to fufier him to fpeak. 
At night, when they came to their lodging, they 
fettered his feet, and put a long chain tied over 
a beam about his neck, Next morning, pafling 
through a village, he would gladly have {poke to 
fomebody ; but they forced him to he down un- 
til they had got through the village. ‘hey car- 


wildernefs ; but the prior not being at home, 
the7 monks would not receive him without his 
orders; fo that night he was laid in chains as 
before. Next morning he was taken up tothe 
monaltery or caltle, and his conductor gave di- 
rections that they fhould blindfo.d him, and put 
himin a deep dungeon, and give him only alittle 


bread 


xe 


662. 


He is fe- 
cretedina 


ried him to a, convent. or fome fuch place in a convent. 
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C HA P. bread and water, and that none fhould be fuffen ae 
ed to give any intelligence of him. A Jew be 
1662. ig there, was prohibited, on pain of death t 
fay any thing of what he had feen. He was ac! 
cordingly put into an hole, where there wat! 
fcarce any light, and kept there four days and} 

four nights in cold frolty weather, fo that it feem: 
, ed admirable he was not ftarved to death. e 
From the clandeftine manner in which he was 
conveyed hither, and the mytterious fecrecy or 
dered to be obferyed, as to his prefent place of 
confinement, it is not to be wondered at, that 
he was apprehenfive of being privately murder. 
He isap- ed, or made away with, fo as never to be heard of | 
Ae itigig more ; and it is hard to account for this treache. HY 
privately ous project otherwife, than that the original de. 
ma *™Y fion of the projectors was fuch, or elfe to bury} 
him alive in a dungeon, till death fhould releafe# 
him, or till he fhould be wearied out, or ter. 
rified into an adoption of their religion: But the% 
fuperintendency of divine providence refcued! 
him from the former, and the well-grounded | 
perfuafion of the fuperior rectitude of his own4 
religion from the latter. - 


Renewed — He had been confined twelve days, when the 


OY Prior came home, who fent for him and exa- 4 
him to po- mined him, what end they had in view in com. 4 
anh ing into that country, and concerning fome-#, 
points of their religion; to which he anfwered @ 
agreeably to truth. The prior told him that was q 
not enough, he muft alfo believe that the Pope 
- was Chrift’s Vicar, and that he, and they, had 
power to bind and loofe in Heaven and on 
Earth. He was afterwards again examined on | 

the fame fubjet ; and as his demeanour amongtt | 
them was inculpable and circuimfpedt, ee 
with 
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with the purity of the profeffion he made, theyc HA P. 
were the more defirous to gain him over asa. 
profelyte, becaufe they apprehended he would be ied 
an ornament to their profeffion. And a_prieft reich 
was fent to inftrué& and convert him, but his 

labour being ineffectual, they had recourfe to 
menaces, threatening one while to cut out his 
tongue, another to flay him alive, if he would 


not turn papilft. 
Adam Bien continued fteadfaft in his friend- Adam Bien 


fhip to them in all their afflictions. After Wile tere 
liam was carried off, the Earl endeavoured to tinues his 
perfuade him he was run away, which Adam wae a 
could not believe; but by fome means getting vour 
intelligence of the place of his confinement fent 

him fome neceffaries, and gave orders to fupply 

him with bread on his account. Soon after the 

Earl being again feized with an indifpofition, 

from which his recovery was doubtful, Adam 
folicited him in their favour,xand obtained his 
promife to fet them at liberty. But they being 
building a new cloifter, William was detained 

by the Prior fix weeks after to attend the ma- 

fons, promifing to tell him a good meflage when 

he returned, if he would be diligent. He af- 
terwards took him afide, and told him the 

Karl would have him told, thatif he would turn 
catholic he fhould have good fervice and pre- 
ferment; but if not he could not detain him, 

for he had _prifoners enough befides$ but that 

‘+ was concluded, that if he was found after- 
wards in [Hungary or Auttria, he fhould be 
burned, and his companion alfo. 

It was on the 4‘ of 7™ (September) 1663, William 


: : “ Moore re- 
he was releafed, and his companion two days eed 


after, of whom I find no farther account but through 


many dif- 
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c HA P. that he fet forward toward Germany. William, 
x. _, although fet at liberty, yet having at firft with dF 


1663. 


way into 


“ the Pala- 


tinate. 


HISTORY or rue 


his companion, been ftripped of their money, #¥) 
which feemed more than fufficient for the ex. 
penfes of their journey, found himfelf involved 
in difficulty ftill, a ftranger in a remote country 
without money and without friends ; but having jf 
been inured to clofe trials of his faith, he fet, 

out on his journey homeward, trufting in th 
fuperintending care of divine providence for hi 
fultenance, from which he had experienced pre 
feryation in many ftraits, wherein there was lit. 
tle profpect of relief. Another danger attended 4 
him; the Auftrians being at war with the Turks, 
guards were placed at all the towns thereabout ‘# 
to examine {trangers, and feize or prevent ful. qa) | 
picious perfons entering into them; he therefore ! 
avoided the garrifoned towns, and enquired the # 
moft private ways, antl under the protection of | 
that divine hand in which he trufted, in about # 
a month he made his way into the Palatinate, #e! 
where at Chriftein he got amongft his friends, 4%. 

who entertained him kindly. Here he ‘tarried 
fome weeks to reft and refrefh himfelf after the 
long continued fcene of danger, terror and dif. ; i: 
trefs, which he had juft pafled through. ' 
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Citle Ap bo Al 


Fobn Audland’s Death and Charaéter.—He was a 
Teacher among the Independents.—Convinced 
by George Fox.—He travelled much in the work 
of the Miniftry.—Hirft who vifited the City of 
Briftol.—His Widow’ s Teltimony concerning hin. 
—George Fox’s Trial before Fudge Twifden.— 
He traverfes the Indittment.—Indictment quafb- 
ed.—On his fecond Trial he is clandeftinely con- 
demned in a Premunire.—Severity of bis Impri- 
fonment. Margaret Fells Trial. —Francis 
Howgill’s Trial. —At his fecond Trial condemn- 
ed in a Premunire alfo.—Remarks upon his Trials. 

, 


Ir was near the clofe of this year that Johnc y ap, 
Audland was taken off in a confumption, in an XI. 
early ftage of life. He was born near Camms- Oe oe 
gill in Weftmorland, the feat of his beloved com- Pees 
panion in gofpel labour John Camm (whofe cha- Gadeseul 
raéter and pious end is before related). From Sep lee 
child he is defcribed as fharp in apprehenfion, 
of retentive memory and quick underftanding 5 
and as he approached a fate of maturity, he apphi- 
ed the attention of his mind to religious thought- 
fulnefs, and diligent reading the {criptures, and 
by the ftrength of his memory, and the good- 
nefs of his underftanding, gathered a large trea- 
fure of feripture knowledge, and became an 
eminent teacher amongft the independents, of iG. 
whom he had a very numerous auditory. He iudepen- 
was one of the principal preachers at Firbank “" 

F 2 chapel 
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CHA P.chapel at the time when George Fox had th 
XI. memorable meeting there, and not the leaf 
“Y—™ amongft the number then convinced of the truth 
‘utpes and eivcacy of the doctrines he publifhed. Not. 
by George Withftanding the contemptible light in which’ 
benibeedel learned prejudice has viewed and reprefented. 
corge Fox, yet it appears manifeft his artlefs’ 
preaching and honeft fimplicity of ftyle, con! 

' veying heart-felt experienced truth, with gofpel- | 
authority, was more conducive to fix the bel} 
impreffions on the hearts of his auditory, and 
to open their underftandings into a clear per. 
ception of the emptinefs of fpeculative religion,’ 
unproductive of inward.purity and eftablifhment 4 
in righteoufnefs, than molt of the elaborate 
difcourfes of lettered eloquence. ‘Uhis was the 
effect it had upon John Audland, impreffing his “3y. 
mind with fuch refleétions as thefe; What avail- 3 ‘@ 
eth our great profeffion? All our building tumbles Me 4 
down ; the day of the Lord is upon it, and the iy 
fire of his word confumes it as dry jiubble, and Sy @ 
puts an end to all high notions, and profejfions with- ie 

"out life and fubftance, to all the wifdom of fallen im 
man. We muft forfake the world and all its 
glory; it is all but vanity and vexation of fpirit. « 
ft is a Saviour I long for. O that I may be ga- 
thered into his life; overfbadowed with his glory! 
fanétified throughout by his word, and raifed up 
by his eternal power. Under this view of the 
neceflity of taking up the crofs in order to at- 
tain peace, he willingly fubmitted thereto ; and 
refigning all his own felf-righteoufnefs, acquired 
wifdom, and the reputation he had attained there- 

_ by, he fpent many days in filence and folitude, 
in felf-abafement, humiliation and mental prayer, 
under the wafhing of regeneration, of eds 

after 
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after a feafon of mournful travail of fpirit, hec HA P. 


was. favoured with the experience. ‘Through 
divine condefcenfion he attained the defire of 
his foul, that inward peace which exceeds the 
comprehenfion of unfanctified men; and an ex- 
traordinary qualification, with wifdom and lively 


zeal to promulgate the way of falyation and_ re- 


conciliation to God, no longer under the cold 
influence of barren fpeculation, but the ani- 


XI, 
wn 
1663. 


mating energy of living experience. In the ex- He travels 


ercife of profitable miniftry he zealoufly and 
faithfully: exerted his talents for feveral years, 
travelling much through fundry parts of the na- 
tion to propagate the doctrines of the gofpel 
maintained by the people called Quakers. He 
was early married, about the twentieth year of 


his age, to Anne Newby, a, young woman of a 


yood family, who proved a well fuited com- 
panion, being a virtuous, valuable and well ac: 
complifhed woman: With her he énjoyed much 
domeftick happmefs. But fuch was the unre- 
{erved.dedication of heart to the fervice of God; 
and: chriftian fortitude of‘thefe profeffors of the 
light of ‘Chrift within, that neither the ‘allure- 
ments of domeftic eafe.and fatisfaction, nor the 
dangers. and hardfhips which awaited them every 
where abroad, were of fufficient confideration 
with them, to prevent their ready obedience, 
when they: apprehended ‘the call of duty fum- 
moned them'to go forth with the meflage of the 
golpel: ; Herein approving themfelves, by the 
fame divine {pirit to be fafhioned after the mo- 
del of primitive chriftianity: Remembering the 
time was. fhort,; they that had wives, were as 
though they had none, they that bought as though 


they pojfeffed not, and they that ufed the world as 
not 


much in the 
work of the 
nunillry, 
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Ciehis P. not abufing it, Such were this pjous pair) 
__, Clofely united as they were in mutual affection ® 
1663; 19 each other, in fimilarity of fentiments and 
difpofition, and of devotion to the fervice of} 
their creator; when this fervice commanded 

their feparation, he hefitated not to proceed jy 

the line of duty; nor fhe to give him up freely 
thereto. By which means it happened, that fon 

a confiderable part of the time from their mar; 

tiage ta his death, they were much deprived 

‘of each other’s company, Although few wera 
happier in each other than they; yet looking 

for their principal happinefs in futurity, they #! 

were willing to deny themfelves of that part of ® 

their prefent fatisfaction, which might be any! 
obftyuction to the fteady purfuic of the fy 

ture. Wah e etude 
Firtwho | John Audland was one of the earlieft: preach, § 
ee oat ers of this perfuafion, being the firft of them, 
wl," jncompany with John Camm, who vifited the 
city of Briftol, and the weltern counties; where, 

as well as at other places, his powerful miniftry #y 

was effectual to the conyincing of many.. Being’ 

fluent in expreflion, engaging in his. manner of # 
delivery, and abundantly replenifhed with mat: % 

ter, adapted to the different ftates .of; his audi, j 

tory, the number of his hearers encreafed to : 

fuch a degree, that for want of an houfe large © 
enough to contain them, he and his companion. 

held their meetings frequently in an orchard #7 
without the city. He was not only a partaker : 

with his brethren in gofpel labour, but in | 

the perils and fufferings of that trying day; in | 
repeated imprifonments and corporal abufes; by J 
which, with his zealous exertions in thefe large 4% 
meetings, beyond his bodily ability to fultain 
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without injury, he was affected with a violentc Ha P. 
cough, which appeared confumptive, and finally zl. 
terminated in a flow fever, whereby he was re- rogisig 
duced to great weaknefls of body ; but through a 
the comfortable evidence of inward peace, ina 
confcioufnefs of a life well fpent, in the fer- 

vice of God and man, he was preferved eafy 

and lively in his fpirit, and bore his indifpofi- 

tion with exemplary patience. Reflecting upon 

his paft labours and their effects he exprefled, 

«« that in thofe great meetings in the orchard at 

«© Briftol he often forgot himfelf, without con- 

“« fidering the inability of his body, from a de- 

«“ fire to be heard of all: But that his reward 

“© was with him, and he content to be with the 

“ Tord, which his foul yalued above all 

“ things.” . 

Not long before his deceafe, being vifited by 
fome of his friends, he addreffed them with 
fuch encouraging confolation and exhortation to 
fidelity wnder the trials they were expofed to, 
and with fuch pertinency and reaching energy, 
as if he was raifed above the feeling of his 
weaknefs. In tender fympathy with his beloved 
and affe€tionate wife, who was with child, nigh 
to her delivery, to encourage her refignation, in 
cafe of his remoyal, he faid, “© My will is in 
“ true fubjeftion to the will of the Lord, whe- 

‘ ther life or death, and therefore give me 3 
‘ freely to his difpgfing.”’ And being, through 
divine affiftance, ftrengthened to comply with 
this advice, her fincere refignation under this 
afli€tion contributed greatly to the eafe of his 
mind. He was not only preferved in peaceful 
ferenity of mind at this folemn period, but at 


times even filled with joy in the profpect of ap- 
proaching 
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OH AB. _proaching felicity, under the impreflion whereof, | 
Xl. 
the time of extreme bodily weaknefs, his foul was, 
1663. raifed up in praife to the almighty, and i in prayer 
for the profperity of his friends in righteoulnefs, 
“© That they might be preferved in the truth,” 
** out of the evil of the world; that his gofpel. 
* might fpread and be publifhed to the gathe 
. € ing of all that pertain to Ifrael.”” His ftrength 
daily dimjnifhing, he terminated a virtuous life 
in great tranquillity at the age of thirty-four, 
years, which to him was of duration fufficient, 
being fo well fpent, as we truft, enfured him thal 
end of his faith, the falvation of his foul.. a 
His wi- = His widow (who bore her affliction in her 
seeiecsys trying circumftances, being about ten days after. | 
his deceafe delivered of a fon. with remarkable “¥F 
refignation and difcreetnefs) wrote a very pathe- 
tic teftimeny to his memory, which contains aM) 
fenfible and lively defcription of affection, ¥ 
founded in religion; and chriftian fortitude, in — 
acquiefcing i in divine difpofal, in which fhe faith, ae. 
‘ God, who by his Providence joined us toges | 
«* ther in marriage in our young days, in his jag 
© bleffed counfel caufed alfo his day to fpring } 
** from on high upon us ; in the marvellous light | 
** and fhining whereof he revealed his fon in 4 
“us, and gave us faith to believe in him, the 
** eternal word of life, by which ouy fouls came |} 
© to be quickened aiid made alive in him ; and 4 
** alfo in and by the quickening of his holy 
$* power we were made one in a fpiritual and 
“ heavenly relation, our hearts being knit to- 
* gether in the un{peakable love of truth, which 
¢* was our joy and delight, and made our days 
“ together exceeding comfortable, as being that 


© by which our temporal enjoyments were 
“* fan¢tihed 
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“ fanétified and made a blefling to us. How CHAP. 


“hard it was, and how great a lofs to part, ** . 
“ with fo dear and fo tender an hufband, is far eee 


“beyond what I can exprels; the forrow of 

“my heart, my tongue or pen is not able to 

declare; yet in this I content myfelf, that it 

was the will of the Lord that he was taken 

“ from the evil, and that my lofs, though great, 

*« is not to be compared to his eternal gain.” 
1664, 

In the laft year we left George Fox, 
Margaret Fell and Francis Howgill in prilon, 
under arbitrary and illegal commitments; the 
two former in Lancalter caftle, and the latter in 
Appleby jail. George Fox was brought to his. Fox's . 
trial for refufing to take the oath of allegiance fudge Tae: 
at the {pring aflizes, the beginning of this year, dea. 
before Judze Pwilden; and after giving his rea- 
fons why he could not, for confcience fake, 
comply with the requifition to take the oath, he 
aiked the judge, If he owned the king ? Who 
replying in the affirmative: Why then, faid he, 
doft thou nat obferve his declaration from 
Breda, and. his promifes made fince he came 
into England, that no man fhould be called 
in queftion for matters of religion, fo long as 
they lived peaceably ? Why doft thou call 
me in queftion, and put me upon taking an, 
oath, feeing neither thou nor any: other can 
charge me with unpeaceable living? At this 
the judge was fo provoked that he cried out, 

‘© Sirrah, will you fwear '” ‘Lo which George 
boldly rejoined, “ I am none of thy firrahs, I 
© am a chriftian ; and for thee who art an old 
‘* man and a judge, to fit there and to give nick- 


‘ names to prifoners, doth not either become 
6c thy 
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ment writ feveral papers to the magittrates, mas | 
nifefting the evil of perfecution, and exhorting 
to virtue and piety, 

He was called again before Judge Turner’a 
the fucceeding aflizes held in the month called 
Auguit, where an indictment was found again{t 
him for refufing the oath; and he being 
brought in guilty by the jury, in arreft o 
» The indi&- judgment he pleaded fo many materjal errors iy 
ment quah- the indictment that the court could not get ove 

acknowledging them fuflicient to quath jt, and @P 4 
it was accordingly laid afide ; whereupon he ie 
appealing to the judge, demanded valtice of § 
him, for he did not look for inercy, “The judge4 
told him, You muft have juftice, and you fhall 
have law. Afking then, Am I free from all # 
that hath been done again{t me in this matter? } 
Yes, replied the judge, but then recolledting . 
himfelf, and flarting up in 4 paifion, faid, [3% 
can put the oath to any man here, and I will 4 
tender it to you again; which he did accord. 
ingly, and recgmmitted him to prifon till the Gy 
next afhizes, which were held the 16th of March, ey 
(fo called) 1664-5, when he was tried on anor 4 
ther indictment. be emily a 
Remark, The arbitrary and unjuft treatment of this ( 
worthy man is very obyious throughout, being $4 
hitherto detained jn .a very incommodious pri- 
fon, as before defcribed, upwards of twelve 
months, withcut the lealt fhadow of crime: 9 
' fufficient 


aay a9 YSROQTSUR 


web owT “\aoile yd: wo led yoy yh AS 
sient. wybut silt sented aitgvond Ady daecF cy 7 
Sa tlt olteven Bhyuw si taAturhw bolle how 4 
Vr «bf! On yiredit bovieh sa peddt to dam ib eto?) 
Pyelitq itt houston mw oil noquatada ~sliag «ithe sdb 
acainoy ud enitnh bus tosie Ixon oii Migs 
or nant gear 24g oo) vege Teravel spe inse 
asian bes amirasstisg lo leo ods ynittolin 7 
=. vgisiq fw sarily of 
Pig tet ogu't a10lsd wbewe Bollea emer sit 
isles druom ota nt bled eosilts yotbesaouj oft. 
\ilige bruol ecw wembibas me stedw dirguak & 
. 


Sntod stl Hine 9G diye atl) gaityst 10h cot 
in form of cpiey st yd vilieg nt itquord 
Bs) coves dome eat ol babssiq sd rasurghoj ee 
VWiinisy pou hives squar sit yer: saperiothnr scly ; 
hav 3) aap gt teetailiet mar ynighsiwomlses 
1 pogiewanw 3 sbite bist (inn woe any 
2 anf i bebienel sabe; adi oF geil 
oyhur) sit" ee wt Hol tod ib od mt md 
ell oy bar otluy sved flo wo¥ pid Uloy 
Ti niet sod Link wot) qnidtA eed ova 
frat vidr al sen fnieye onob mgacd died: tmeds 
whoilosse wth tod agboy ada heilgor of ‘ 
ia moltog pool qu guirsh bas  Alolmid 
Diiw Tote asod nant you oF ilo. od) wweptg> 
PD totg Lib-al soliw i; lage way er to pens 
wilt HO nel Gi roll Loninugoran hae eyignl 
Biel Yo di) od) Lled sew doikdw jaoaillg tean » 
une nO Waitt wow vilroilw y-y0e1 Choile ol) 

. wemfibal tel: 


iy, Yo tse Hajno Lite ro % +: 

y ynind deotiguoul juorde yee page ha te lh « 

> hy weilbelinog yt & gh ar eiinid oo ial 

svlaywi YW abuiwu av iv => ’ ¢ 
me” 


g pert We Walt) Maal! aly reritte 
sas lpéftedl | SI A ee 


PEOPLE carren QUAKERS. 9} 


fufficient punifhment of itfelf for evil doing sc HAP. 
and when tried for a created offence, and the I. . 
indiétment was proved erroncous in many ef- —” 
fential points, inftead of obtaining his liberty, #964: 
as of right he ought, a repeated advantage is 

taken of his conicientious fcruple, to prolong 

his punifhment, Although the judge confefled 

him legally at liberty, yet he contrives to Te- 

mand him to his fevere imprifonment. Thus 

juftice was perverted under the influence of 
party-prejudice, and the law ftretched beyond 

due bounds to punifh inculpable demeanour, 

In his trial'on the fecond indidtment before on his fe- 
Twifden he met with {till harder treatment; cone (73 
for although he proved this as well as the for, Judge 
mer erroneous in fundry particulars, the judge ae 
arbitrarily oyerruled all his objections, and orydeftinely 
dered him to be taken away. When he was eee 

ope the jury. brought jn a verdict for the nire. 

ing 3. he, was ‘called no more, but fentence of 

remunire was pafled upon him in his abfence. 

+ Colone} Kirby, though feemingly fair and 
civil in his carrjage towards him to his face, wag 

at the bottem a bitter enemy, and the chief pre, 

moter pf his firfk imprifonment and the feyerity 

of this profecution, who, having now obtained 
his defire, ordered the jailer to keep him clofe, 
and fufler pobedy to come near him. ‘The jailer, The feveri- 
jn compliance with this order, locked him up Cone 
in a fmoaky tower, fometimes fo filled with ment. 
{moak that he could fcarce fee the candle when 
burning. Herg she was fometimes almoft fmo- 
thered, and in wet weather it rained in upon 
his bed, fo that his fhirt was offen quite wet 
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CHAP.in attempting to ftop the rain. In this dif} 
XE: ; Ds 


i ta * At the aforefaid aflizes, in the month called: 
sae Angult, Margaret Fell was alfo brought to her. 
trial on the faine account, an abftract of wholel 
trial followeth : i! ie 
Margaret Fell being brought to’the bar, and 
the indiment read, the Judge faid, Come, will’ 
you take the oath ? “ ti ge 

M. fell. There is a claufe in the indi€&men 
that the church-wardens informed of fomething, 

which feemeth that it fhould be the ground o 
caufe of this indictment, I defire to: know what 
matter of fact they did inform of, for I was 
~ ferit for from my own houfe, from’ amongtft my 
children and family, when I was about my out, 
ward occafions ;* when I was ‘at no meeting{ sf 
neither ‘was it meeting day ; therefore I defire # 
to know what this foundation or matter of fa@' 
was, ‘for there ‘is no’ law again{t the! innocent ' 
and righteous ;' and if I be a tranfgreffor let me’ 
know wherein.) A Ee fs itl 
\ Fudge. You fay’ well; the’law is. made for 
tranfgreflors : But, ‘miftrefs, do you go to 


church? ere nt 
wo" M.-Fell, 1 do go-to" church;"! * - rin ge Thog | 
"fudge. What church ? pod geil ui 
ner M, Fell? ‘The church of Chrifti;}~ <1 ud if 
fit Fuilge. But do you go to church with other 4 
‘people ?, You know’what I mean. Pool 


it M, Fell. What doft thou call the church, the 7@ 
houfe or the people ? The honfe you all know | 
eas | is 
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is but wood and ftone ; but if thou call thec HAP. 


people a charch, to that I anfwer, As for the 
church of England that now is, I was gathered 
to the truth, unto which I now ftand a witnefs, 
when this was not the eftablifhed church. I 
was feparated from the general worlhip of the 
Nation, when there was another fet up, than 
that which is now, and was perfecuted by that 
power which then was, and fuffered much hard. 
fhip ; and would you now have us deny our 
faith and principles, which we have fuffered for 
fo many years, and turn to your church con- 
trary to our confciences ? | 

Fudge. We fpend time about, thefe things : 
Come to the matter in hand, What fay you to 
the oath and to the indictment ? 

M. fell. 1 fay to the oath, as I have faid bes 
fore in this place, Chrift Jefus hath commanded 
me not to fwear at all, and that is the only 
caufe, and no other, the righteous judge of 
heaven and earth knoweth. And this I do teftify 
unto you here, that for the matter or fubftance 
of the oath, and the end for which it is intend- 
ed, I do own one part and deny the other. I 
do own truth, faithfulnefs and obedience to the 
king, and all his juft and lawful commands and 
demands ; and I alfo deny all plottings and 


XI. 


1664, 


contrivings again{ft the king, and all popifh fu- ~~ 


premacy and confpiracy; and [ can no more 
tranfgrefs againft King Charles in thefe things 
than I can difobey Chrift’s commands. 1 do 
not deny this oath, becaufe it is the oath of al- 
legiance, but I deny it becaufe it is an oath, 
becaufe Chrift Jefus hath faid 1 fhall not /iwear 
at all. Vf 1 might gain the whole world for 


{wearing dn oath [I could not, and whatever | 
have 
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Cc HAp.have to lofe this day for not {wearing an oat 
ony h Ofer it up. j 
; 664 ~ fudge. What fay you to the indi@ment? “' 

4 M. Fell. What fhould I fay? I am clear and 
innocent of wronging any man upon. the earth 
as the little child that ftands by me; and 

_ any here have any thing to lay to my charge le 
them come and teftify it before you all; and { 
Ube clear and innocent you have no law againtt 
me. 

Then Colonel Kirby and the theriff whifperé 
to the judge, whereupon fhe accofted the co: 
lonel : | . 

_ Mz Fell, Let us have no whifpering : If tho 
haft any thing to lay to my charge come dow 
and teftify againft me ? 

Judge. Jury, take notice fhe doth not take 
the atthe % 

M. Fell. This matter is weighty to me, what 
ever it be to you, and I would have the jur 
take notice of it, and confider ferioufly wha 
they are going to do. I ftand here before you 
en account of the lois of my liberty and nye 
eftate ; fecondly, I ftand here obeying Chrift 
command, and keeping my confcience clear ;_ 
but if I keep the king’s commands in Hate) : 
this law, I defile my confcience and tranfgrels 
the law of Jefus Chrift, who is the king thereof; ( 
And the caufe and controverfy in this matter # 
that you are all here to judge of this day is) 
betwixt Chrift Jefus and King Charles ; this is a 
his caufe, and whatfoever I fufler it is for him, ¥ 
and fo let him plead my caufe when he plea- § 
feth. ! 

Fudge to the gury. Are you agreed? Havé ¥ 

you found it? 
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fury. For the king. : 

. M, Fell. 1 have counfel to plead to my in- 
diétment. | . 
The coutt adjourned till after dinner, 

when being met again they proceeded. 

M. Fell, 1 defire we may have time till to- 
, morrow morning to bring in our arref{t of judg- 

ment ? ) | 

Fudge. You fhall have it. Miltrefs Fell, you 
wrote to me concerning the badnefs of your pri- 
fons, that it rains in, and that they are not fit 
for people to he in. : 

M. fell. The fheriff knows, and hath been 
told of it feveral times, and now it is raining, 
if you will fend you may fee whether it be fit for 

eople to lie in or not. 

‘Then Colonel Kirby ftanding up to excufe the 

fheriff, and to extenuate the badnefs of the 
lace, 

M. Fell faid, if you were to be in it yourfelves 
ou would think it hard, but your mind is only 
in cruelty to commit others, as William Kirby 
here hath done, who hath committed ten of our 
friends and put them into a cold room, where 
there was nothing but bare boards to lie on, 
where they have lain feveral nights, fome of 
them above threefcore years of age, and known 
to be honeft men in the country where they live; 
and when William Kirby was afked, Why they 
might not have liberty to fhift for themfelves for 
beds ? He anfwered, ‘They were to commit them 
to prifon, but not to provide prifons for them. 
And being afked, Who fhould do it then? He 
anfwered, The King. 

Fudge. You fhould not do fo; they ought to 


have prifons fit for men. 
Next 
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F. How- 


gill’s trial. 


Sir Philip 
Mufgrave 
influences 
the judge. 


Charge to 
the grand 
jury. 


His. 2eO CRY) Or ne Ot Oe 


Next morning her counfel pleaded in arrelt of a 
judgment, and found feveral etrors in the ine} 
dictment, which yet the judge would not admit® 
of, but paffed fentence of premunire upon" #} 
her. ay 

M. Fell. The Lord forgive thee for what thou ia 
haft done: This law was niade for Popifh re-;9y 
cufants, but you pafs fentence on few of them: 
Although Iam out of the King’s prote€tion, y 
I} am not out of the protection of Almighty 
God. i 

She remained in prifon about twenty months 
before fhe could obtain liberty to go to her own 
houfe, which then fhe got for a little time, and 
returned to prifon again, where fhe continued 
about four years, till releafed by an order of the 
king and council. Hi! 

Francis Howgill was alfo brought to his trial By # 
at the {pring aflizes this year at Appleby, before day) ® 
Judge Twifden aforefaid. Coming into court yy) 


not? Who gave him expeétation that he would » 
not be called upon that aflize. But Sir Philip 4 
Mulgrave, a violent man and a principal pro- ‘a 
moter of the profecution, unfairly endeavoured | 
to prepoffefs the judge again{t him, by reprefent- 
ing him as a dangerous perfon, a ringleader of the 
Quakers, and a great upholder of their meetings. 
Whereupon they refolved to proceed to his trial. 
Judge Twilden, in his preparatory charge to the 
grand jury, adopting the pretences and Janguage 
in fafhion, informed them, ‘Chere was a fort of 
people, who under pretence of confcience and 
religion, and feeming to build upon the king’s 
declaration from Breda, under colour thereof 

hatched 
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hatched treafons and rebellions; charging them C H 4 P. 
to enquire after and prefent fuch, that the peace ‘ 
of the nation might be preferved. ‘The jury Pea 
was then empannelled, and Francis called to the 7 
bar. The judge proceeding very calmly in the 
following fpeech : / " 

Fudge. The times. being dangerous, and 
things having now a worfe appearance than at 
laft afizes, and people under pretence of con- 
fcience violating the laws, and hatching treafons 
and rebellions, although I have nothing of that 
kind to charge againft you; yet feeing you did 
refufe to take the oath of allegiance at the laft 
aflizes, the law doth prefume fuch perfons to be 
enemies to the king and government ; however 
I fhall give you time to prepare for your trial till 
the next affizes, only you mult enter into recog- 
nizance for your appearance then, and for your 
good behaviour in the mean time. tiie: 

_F,, Howgill having requeited and, obtained 
leave to fpeak, faid, Thou very well knoweft, 
Judge Twilden, upon how. very flender an ac- 
~caunt, or none, I was brought before thee the 
lat aflizes, where thou waft pleafed to ten- 
der me the:oath of allegiance, though, I be- 
lieve, both thou and the reft of the court did 
know that it was a received principle amongft 
us, not to /wear at all: Many reafons I then 
gave to fhew, that I jdid not refufe the oath 
out of obftinacy, but confcientioufly, and that 
I was none of them, who make religion a cloak 
of malicioufnefs, nor confcience a cloak to carry 
on plots and confpiracies : The Lord hath re- 
deemed me and many more out of thefe things. 

1 defire therefore that my verbal promife and 
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CHA P.engagement to appear at the next affizes may’ 
y be latcepted. eae. 
ieee Judge. You muft enter into bond in thig 
dangerous time; I would have you confider of; 
it, and either give me your anfwer now, or be) 

fore we go out of town, Hi 
A day or two after he was called again... ~ «. a, 

Fudge Twifden made a fpcech againtt pean 

and rebellions, faying, thefe things were carrie 

on under colour of confcience and religion, and! 
reflected upon the Quakers. eee te 
Ff. Howgill. As to thofe things, I am: clear {8 
I hope neither the court’ nor country have any % 
thing to lay to my’charge': I blefs the Lord [ 
have nothing to. accufe myfelf with, for I haved: 
peace, ‘and feek it with all men; and feeing the 
court‘is- pleafed to give me time to anfwer td 
my indictment till the ‘next affizes, and fince it ah 
is a matter of great confequence to me, on which if 
my liberty ‘and eftate depends, I hope the court i 
will’not be againft my ‘having liberty for thefe it 


five months ‘to prepare for my trial.) f 
Fudge. We do not'defire your imprifonment; | 
if you will be of good behaviour, My 
 Siftice Fleming. My lord, he is'a’great fpeaker, 
it may be the Quakers cannot do without him. | 4 } 
+ Fudge. Let him be ‘what he will, if he will ee. 
enter mto bond. | What do you, tell us’ of con- 4 ef 
{cience,‘ we meddle not! with that, ‘but you con. ‘i 
temn the laws, ‘and-keep up great mectings, and jp ) 
somotto’ church. oer et a 
+L. Howgill. It hath been a° dotrine always, | 
and a received principle, as any thing we be. 
lieve, that Chrift’s kingdom could not he fet up 
with carnal weapons, nor the gofpel propagated 
by force of arms, nor the church of God built 
; with 
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t . ; : oe? . ‘ 
With violence; but the Prince of. Peace is ma-¢ H A P. 


nifelt among us, and we cannot learn war any 
more, but, can love our: enemies, and forgive 
thofe that do evil to us;.and though this un- 
happy contrivance hath fallen ‘among fome men, 
who have brought trouble on the country and 
mifery on themfelves, we have no hand in it. 
This ‘is the truth, and if I’ had twenty lives, I 
would engage. them. all that the body of the 

uakers will never have ‘any hand in war, or 
things of that nature, that tend to the hurt of 
others, and if any fuch whom you repute to be 


Quakers, be found in fuch things, I do, before ~ 


the court here, and before all the country, deny 
‘them: They are not of us. 
. Fuftice Mujgrave. My lord, ‘we have been 
remils toward this people, and have ftriven’ with 
‘them, and put them im prifon again and again, 
‘and as foon as ‘they are Out they meet again. 
WORT Tohn Lowther. My lord; they grow info- 
lent notwith{tanding all laws, and the execution 
of them, yet they grow upon us, and their meet- 
ings are dangerous. : a 
_  Gutice Mufgrave. My lord, it happened that 
fome of the Quakers being’ fent to prifon, one 
of them died there, and they fet thts paper on. 
the coffin, “ “This is the body of fuch an one, 
‘© who. was perfecuted by Daniel Fleming to 
RS deaths 7). 047) niched fs ¥ Shere 
'F. Howsill. Notwithitanding here has been 
diligent. enquiry made by the grand jury con- 
cerning this plot, what have you found againft 
the Quakers ? ke . 7 
FJuftice Mufgrave. There was one Reginald 
Fawcet, a Quaker, that ig run away, that was 
an intelligencer from the county ol Durham. 
G2 F. Howgill. 
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CHAP. ._F, Howgill, Fawcet hath been ceed by. 


XI. 
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us thefe fix years, nor do I believe he’ hath pres | 
tended to come among us thefe two years: And 
if perhaps any by you reputed Quakers fhould | 
be found offenders in. this nature, I’ believe} 
they would teftify for us againft thenifelves, that | 
the body of our friends and meetings did dif 
own them. It is. therefore unkind to reprefen| 
us thus hardly to the country. God is with us 
and hath kept us from evils and temptations 6 
this nature, of, plotting and fighting’, notwith. 
Standing all the provocations and fufferings we 
have paffed throygh. mi er ne ee 
- fudge. The gentlemen and I have {pent much 
time with you, and I {hall not difcourfe with 
you any longer. , Ne i al 
. eee I acknowledge your moderation 
towards me, and_I -fhall not trouble you much 
donger. TI fhall be willing to appear to anfwer 
ny indiétment at the aflizes, and fhall in the 
mean time live ‘peaceably and quietly as I have 
always done. , 
Fudge. You mutt enter into bonds, and come 
,at no more mectings. 
2. Howgill. 1 cannot- do that; if I fhould, I 
mult be treacherous to God and my ‘own con. 
‘fcience,; and even you yourfelves and this people 
would think me a hypocrite. ss 
The court ordered him to prifon, and as he 
was going he turned to the people, faying, The 
Sear of God be among /? you all. 
_.,: The people generally appeared very affec- 
ionate to him, and pitied his hard ‘circum- 
‘ftance. » 4 
__ At the fummer affizes held in the fame place 4 
the 22d and 23d days of the month called Ms 
; eult, 
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guft, he was again brought to the bar, and finally CH A P. 
condemned in a premunire, under which he lays, #1: 
jn prifon to the end of his days. 

Previous to his fecond trial he caufed two 
papers to be prefented to the judges; one of 
them was a declaration containing the fubltance 
of the oath, and the other a modeft defence of 
himfelf for refufing to fwear; both which he 
was informed the judges read, Here follows his 
trial before Judge ‘lurner. / 

Clerk. Bring Francis Howgill to the bar.” 
ee IJere is an indictment againit you for 
refufing to fwear, you mult plead guilty or not 
ruilty. 

F, Howgill. May J have liberty to fpeak and 
make my defence ? 

Fudge. Yes, you may. : 

F. Hozgill. T will lay the true {tate of the cafe 
before thee, feeing Judge Twifden is not here, 
who was privy to all the proceedings hitherto 
againft me. I was born and brought up in this 
county ; my carriage and converfation is known, 
that | have walked peaceably toward all men, 
‘as | hope my countrymen can tellify, About a 
year ago, being in a neighbouring market-town 
about my reafonable and lawful occafions, I was 
fent for by an high-conitable out of the market 
to the jultices of peace, before whom I went: 
‘They had nothing to lay to my charge, but fell 
‘to afking me queftions to enfnare me about our 
meetings, and when they could find no o¢ca- 
fion, they feemed to tender me the oath of -al- 
legiance, though they never read it to me, nor 
did I pofitively deny it; yet they committed me 
to prifon. At next affizes Judge ‘Twilden de- 
clared that my muiltimus was infulicient : Never- 
thelels 
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ks thelefs he there tendered me the oath, and ens 
gaged me to appear the next aflizes after, which 
iene Idid; and then refufing to give bond for my 4 
good behaviour, and not to be prefent at any of iy 
our mectings; I was committed to prifan, where ‘| 
I have been thefe five months, fome of that time 4 
under great reftraint, and my friends not fuffer; 4 
ed to {peak to me. Now as to the oath, the ¥ 
fubftance thereof, with the reprefentation of my } 
cafe, is already prefented to the court, unto which @ 
I have fet my hand, and {hall in thofe words tefti. § 
fy the fame in open court if required; and fee. yy 
ing it is the very fubftance of what the law 4 
doth require, I defire that it may be accepted, and 4 
that I may he cleared from my imprifonment. 
Fudge. 1 am come to execute the law; and¥ 
the law requires an oath, and I cannot alter it; 
Do you think the law muft be changed for you, 
or only for a few? If this be futfered the admi- 
niftration of juftice is hindered, no aétion can be 
tried, nor evidence given for the king: Your’ : 
principles are altogether inconfiftent with the 4 \4 
law and government; I pray yeu fhew me which 
way we fhall proceed, fhew me fome reafon, and # 
giveine fome ground. . 3 
I’, Howgill, 1 fall; In the mouth of two or § 
three witneffes every truth is confirmed, and we “ 
‘never denied to give, and are {till ready to give | 
evidence for'the: king in any matter for ending | 
of ftrife between:man and man in truth and 
_righteaqufnels, and this anfwers the fubftance of 
the law, Pes 
Fudge. Is this a good anfwer, think you? 
Whether to be given with an oath or without an 
oath; the law requires an oath. 


F. Howsgill, 
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_. PF. Howgill., Still evidence may be given INCHAP, 
gruth, according to the fubftance of the law, *! 
fo that no detriment cometh to any party, feeing br ae 
true teftimony may be borne without an oath; 1664. 
and I did not fpeak of changing the law: Yet 
feeing we never refufed to give teftimony, which 
anfwereth the end and fubflance of the law, [ 
thought it reafonable to receive our teflimony, 
and not expofe us to fuch fufferings, feeling we 
fcruple an oath only on a conicientious account, 
for fear of breaking the command of Chrift, the — 
Saviour of the world, which if we do, there is 
none of you able to plead our caufe with him. 
Fudge. But why do you not go to church, 
but meet in houfes and private conventicles, 
which the law forbids? , 
F. Hewgill, We meet only for the worfhip of 
-the true God in fpirit and in truth, having the 
primitive chriflians for our example, and to no 
other ‘end but that we may be edified and God 
glorified ; and where two or three are met to- 
gether in the name of Chrift, and he in the 
midtt of them, there is a church. . 
Fudge, ‘That is true ; but how long is it fince 
you have been at church, or will you go to the 
church the law doth allow of? Give me fome 
reafons why you do not go f we 
I’, Howgill, 1 have many to give, if thou halt 
patience to hear me. ft, God dwells not in 
temples made with hands. adly, The parith- 
houfe hath been a temple for idols, and I dare 
not haye fellowfhip with idols, nor worfhip in 
idols temples ; for what have we to do with 
idols, their temples or worfhip ? 
Fudge. Were there not houfes, called the 
houles of God and temples ? . ay 
F. Howgill. 
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CHAP. F. Howgill. Yes, under the law,’ but: the! 
x1, chriftians who believed in Chrift feparated from! iy 
\“v~ thefe, and the temple was made and left defo. 
1664. fate; and from the Gentiles temple too, andJ 
met together in houfes, and broke bread from 
houfe to houfe ; and the church was not con 
fined then to one place, neither is it now. , 
Fudge. Will you anfwer to your indictment? 
I. Howgill. 1 know not what itis. I never’ 
heard it, though I often defired a copy. ’ 
Fudge. Clerk read it, . a 
The indiétment was read, importing that he! 
had wilfully, obftinately and contemptuoufly » 
denied to fwear when the oath was tendered. * ! 
I. Howgill. Ideny it. q 
Fudge. What, do you deny? 
ff. Howgill. The indiétment. 
Fudge. Did you not deny to fwear ? ‘3 
F. Howgill, 1 gave unto the court the fub- ey 
ftance of the oath, as you all know; I alfo told : 
you that I did not deny it out of obftinacy or» 
wilfulnefs, neither in contempt of the king’s | 
law and government, for I would rather chufe ' 
my liberty than bonds, and { am fenfible it is a 
like to be a great damage to me. I have a wife 
and children, and fome eftate, that we might 
fubfift on, and do good to others, and I know all 
this lies at flake; but if it were my life alfo, | 
durft not but do as I do, left I fhould incur the 
difpleafture of God ; and do you judge I would 
Jofe my liberty wilfully, and fuffer the {poiling 
of my eftate, and the ruining of my wife and 
children, in obflinacy and wilfulnefs? Surely 

not. 
Fudge. Jury, you fee he denies the oath, ‘and 
will not plead to the indiétment : only excepts 
. againft 
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againft it becaufe of the form of words; butc Ha P. 
_ you fee he will not fwear, and yet he faith, he I. 
_ denies. the indiétment, and you fee upon what ~~~ 

ound. 1604. 

Then the jailer was called, and gave evidence 
that the oath was tendered to him at a former 
affizes, which he did refufe to take, 

. $o the jury, without going frorh the bar, 
brought in their verdict, Guilty. 

The next day, towards evening, he was again 
brought to the bar to hear his fentence. 

Judge. Come, the indi&tment is proved 
again{ft you, what have you to fay, why fentence 
fhould not be given? 

F, Howgill. J have many things to fay if you 
will hear them. 1ft, As I have faid, I deny not 
{wearing out of obflinacy or wilfulnets, but am 

willing co teftify the truth in this matter of obe- 
dience, or any other matter wherein I am con- 
cerned, adly, Becaufe {wearing 1s directly 
againft’ the command of Chrift; and gdly, 
again{t the doétrine of the apoftles. 4thly, Even 

of fome of the principal members of the church 

of England, as Bifhop Uther, fometime primate 

of Ireland, ‘who faid in his works that the 

Waldenfes denied all fwearing in their age from 

that command of Chrift and the apoltle James, 

and that it was a fufficient ground. And Doctor 

Gauden, late Bifhop of Exeter, in a book | 

lately read, cites many ancient fathers, ‘proving 

that the chriftians, for the firft three hundred 

years, did not fwear, fo that it is no new doc- 

Hpineas 

Fudge. Surely you miftake ? 

- F, Howgill, Thave not their books here. 


Fudge. 
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‘that they denied all {wearing ? ‘i 
FP, Howgiil What I have faid is true. 4M 
Fudge. Why do you not come to church an 
hear fervice, and be fubject to the law, and i 
every ordinance of man, for the Lord’s fake? Pe 
I. Howgill. 1 am fubje& ; and for that ett. 
do we pay taxes, tribute and ¢uftom, and give 
unto Cefar the things that are his, and unto 
God the things that are his, to wit, worthip,’ 
honour and obedience: But if thou meanett the # 
parifh afiemblies, I tell thee faithfully, I am per, 
fuaded, and that upon good grounds, that their 
teachers ‘are not the minifters of Chrift, nof 
their worfhip the worfhip of God. a 
Judge. Why it may be for fome fimall thing 
in the fervice you reject it all, (a 
F. Howell, Virft of all it is manifeft they are’ 
time-fervers, one while preaching that up for} 
divine fervice to the people, which another time! 
they are crying down as popith, fuperftitious | 
and idolatrous ; and that which they have been 
preaching up twenty years together they make 
ihipwreck of all in a day, and now again call 
divine, and would have all compelled ta that 
themfelves once made void. ¥ 
Judge. Why, never fince the king came in? i 
E, Howgill, Yes; the fame men that preached ge 

it down once, now cry it yp, and fo unftable and @ 
wavering are they that we cannot believe they are 4 
minifters of Chrift, 2dly, They teach for hire, 4 
and live by forced maintenance, and would WY ) 
force a faith upon men contrary to Chrifl’s gi 
and the Apoftle’s rule, who would have every | 
one perfuaded in their own minds, and faid, % 
whatjocver is not of faith is fin; and yet ee Ee 
ay 
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fay faith is ;the gift of God, and we have noc H 4 P. 
fuch faith given; and yet they will force theirs 1; 
upon us, and if. we ¢annot receive it, they cry, —~ 
You are not fubject to aythority and the laws 1664. 
and nothing but confifcations, imprifonment an 
banifhment is threatened ; and this is their 
reateft plea, I could defcend to more particu- 
ate é 
Fudge, Well, I fee you will not fwear, nor 
conform, nor be fubjeét, and you think we 
deal feyerely with you; but if you would be 
fubje&t we fhould not need, 
F. Howgill. Yes, 1 do think fo indeed, that 
you deal feverely with us for qbeying the com- 
mand of Chrift. I pray thee canft thou fhew 
me that any of thefe, for whom the act was 
made have been proceeded againft by this {ta- 
tute, though | envy no man’s liberty? 
Fudge, Oh yes! J can inftance yan many up 
and down the country that are premunired. | 
have pronounced fentence myfelf againft di- 
vers. 
- F, Howgill. What, againtt the papifts? 
|. Judge. Nos», 
. FP. Howgill. What then, againft the Quakers ? 
So I have heard. It feems then that ftatute 
which was made againft the papifts, thou Ictteft 
them efcape, and executeft it againft the 
Wakersaauk obey 5 | 
Fudge. Well, you will meet in great num- 
bers, and do encreafe, but there is a new ftatute 
which will make you fewer. 
F. Howgill, Well, if we mutt fuffer it is for 
“hrift’s fake and for well doing. 
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cuAp. Then the judge pronounced with a * fala 


XI. 


“~~ protection and benefit of the law. You 


1664. 


‘lated injury and unmerited feverity. Modefty 


HED OME RY or THe 


and low voice, You are put out of the king, 


lands are confifcate to the king during your @iy) 
life, and your goods and chattels for ever; andy 
you are to be prifoner during your life. i 

I, Howgilt, Ward fentence for obeying’ the ® 
command of Chrift; but {am content, and in'@ 
perfect peace with the Lord; and the Lord for 
give you all. 

Judge. Well, if you will yet be fubje& to the 
laws, the king will fhew you mercy. { 

F. Howgill, The Lord hath fhewed mercy to 
me, and I have done nothing againft the king 4 
nor government, nor any man, blefled be the 
Lord, and therein ftands my peace; and itis’ 
for Chrift’s fake I fuffer, and not for eyi 
doing. ‘ 

So he returned to prifon, where he continued 
to the end of his days, ‘ 


I thought it worth while to infert thefe fue 
ceflive trials of this worthy man at large, as ex 
hibiting a fpecimen of the folidity of that reli 
gion, which preferved him in fo much tranquil 
lity, meeknels, and command over his pafhions | 
in the moft affecting circumftances of accumu 


equanimity, good fenfe and fober reafoning on } 
his part, feem to foften the fternnels of judges | 
(habituated to menacing and reproach) into ap 
parent moderation, though not to juftice or cle. #§ / 

-mency; i) 4 


* This appears to me an evidence that this judge was “Bi © 
fenfible this honeft man was greatly wronged, while he was & 
completing his wrong, and that he paffed fentence upon him ¥ 
contrary to the conviction of his own confcience. 
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mency ; and his unprejudiced countrymen into € H a P. 


a commiferation of his wrongs. On the other 


XI. 


hand, when we view the pointed malevolence of ~~ 


the perfecuting juftices in Weftmoreland, with- 
out any real caufe adminiftered by him, to fend 
for him, when engaged in his lawful aflairs, on 
purpe’s to entrap him, on account of a religious 
cruple, and taking advantage thereof, to com- 
mit him’ to prifon feveral miles from home, and 
confine him there. When we fee them unfairly 
endeavouring to prepoflels the judge in the pre- 
iudice of an honeft inoffenfive neighbour by 
invidious calumnics, and to precipitate his ruin 
as ‘to his outward circumftances, by the weight 
of their joint influence and enmity ; in fhort, 
when we review all the cruel treatment of a 
worthy and refpeétable character, whofe moral 


‘conduat and peaceable demeanour were unim- 
peachable ; whofe virtues were confpicuous and 


reputation in his neighbourhood untainted, we 
are naturally led to regret the pernicious effects 


‘ofa religious or a political party {pirit, which 


blinds the judgment to fuch a degree, that the 


moft confpicuous virtue in one of oppofite fen- 


‘timents lofes its complexion, and is mifcon{trued 


into vice. ‘That in miftaken zeal for religion 
the plaineft rules of morality are violated, and 


‘in forcing uniformity in uneffential points, the 


fubftantial parts, mercy, juftice and truth are 


2 


obliterated. 


C,H A-P. 
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A againft Conventicles—Quakers the greateft 
Sufferers.—Remarks on this Act.—Eight Per- 
fons tried on this AB and fentenced to banifb- 
ment.——Cuftomary to commit for a few Days io §¥ 
expedite their Banifhment.—The Bill returned | 
ignoramus.—The fury fent out again and find |i 
the Bill—Offered to be releafed upon paying the §¥ 
Penalty, which they refufe—The Failer con- 
tracts with Thomas May to tran/port them in bis 
 Ship.— He refufes to take. them.—But is compels 45 
ded againft his will—He difiniffeth them.—Re- 
turning they acquaint the King and Council, who 
ordered them .to prifon, where they are confined 
feven Years.—In London great Numbers imprif- 
oned.— Alderman Brown very abufive.—Speech 
of Fudge Keeling. Remarks, thereupon,—Six- 
teen tried at Hicks’s-hall.— Hard Cafe of Hannap 
Trigg.—Forty more tried.——Furymen, for objects 
ing to. the Evidence, menaced.—For refufing | to 
alter thein Verdict bound, over. to the. King’s 
-Bench.—Edward Brufh and “fames ‘Harding 
| tranfported tq famaica.~Rabert Hayes, put 
aboard with them, dies there.—His Character. 


= 


cuaP. "THE ftatute which judge Turner, in the afore- 
mao tg trial, feemed to exult in, as one he was con- 
1664, fident would certainly reduce the numbers of 
this people, was entitled An act to prevent and 
Jupprefs feditious conventicles. . 1) 

Every rumour of a plot (real or pretended) 

feems, under this adminiflration, a prelude to fj 
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an Additional penal law againft nonconformifts. c H A v. 


The plot alledged to be formed in the North, of 
which mention hath been made, and on the pre- 
tended account whereof the three foremention- 
ed perfons were taken up, and premunired, was 
made a pretext for this new aét, whereby the act 
of 35 of Elizabeth was declared to be in full 
force *.' It further enadts, ‘* That if any per- 
“ fon’ of the age of fixteen years or upwards, 


2M 
Ca 
1664. 


AG againt 


conven- 


afer the firft of July 1664, fhall be prefent ces. 


“at any /meeting under colour or pretence of 
4 any exercife of religion, in any other manner 
& than'is allowed by the liturgy or practice of 
“the church of England, where fhall be five 
“or more perfons befide the houfchold, thal 
“for the firft offence fuffer imprifonment not 
exceeding three months, or pay a fum of mo- 
“ney not exceeding 5]. upon record made upon 
" oath, under the hands and feals of two juftices 
‘of ‘peace: for the fecond offence, the penalty 
*‘ to be doubled ;, and for the third offence, be- 
© gb pish. ve . : : i 
Hing *convicted before the jultices at their quar- 
‘ter fefons, or judge of affize, by the verdict 
“ of a jury, to be tran{ported to fome of the 
‘American plantations (excepting New England 
‘nd Virginia) for feven years, or pay Tool. MCs 
« And in cafe they return, or make their efcape, 
«© fych’ perfons are ‘to be adjudged felons, and 
‘‘fuffer death. ‘ Sheriffs or juflices of peace, or 
Others commiffioned by them, are impowered 
“ to diflolve, diflipate and break up all unlaw- 
“ ful conyenticles, and to take into cuftody fuch 
Of ‘their number as they think fit. Perfons 
‘© who fuffer fuch conventicles in their houfes or 
‘ barns are liable to the fame penalti¢s and for- 
“© feitures as other offenders. Perlons convict- 
3 4 3 hla P ! ed 
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c HAP. ed of the third offence to be tranfported a @ 


“v~' “to pay the fame, to be made over to the maly 


Quakers 
the preatet 
fuilerers. 


HoSets O RSY-or- rit gs 


; t 
their own expence, and in default of abilit 


ter of the {hip or his afligns to ferve them asf 
labourers for five years. Married womer ff 
taken at conventicles are to be imprifoned Mi 
for a term not exceeding twelve months, uns Wa 
lefs their hufbands pay a_fum not exceedin ' 
forty pounds for their redemption. This od 
to continue in force for three years, and td 
the end of the next feflion of parliament.” 
It is obfervable, that the former at pafled in 
1661 enacted the fame penalties, though not’ fq: 
Jargely or particularly exprefled as this : Nat 
doth it appear that it was rigoroufly enforced,’ 
as this was. * ‘The penalties of that aé& affected ; 
the Quakers only; but this extending them tg’! 
all who ineet in any other manner than is allow, 
ed by the liturgy or praétice of the church af 
England, reached all the nonconformitts of evey 
ty claler ag | pe nate it Bh Me 
But although it appears levelled at every body 
of diffenters, {till the greateft weight of fuffer, 
ings fell upon the people called Quakers, I 
have met with no account of any others cons 
demned to tranfportation upon this a&, but 
with numbers of thefe who were. Other clafles 
ef diffenters, could diffemble, temporize or meet Ft 
clandeftinely * to avoid the force of the law; ¥ 
rj | f. / ti j, but ’ 
. ge Rap. 2 Cove dil: sed THD oy ae 
* Before the coaventicle aé&t took place, the laity were 
courageous, and exhorted their minifters to preach till they «§ 
went to prifon; but when it came home to’ themfelves, and 
they had been-once in jail, they began to be more cautious, 
and confulted among themfelves how to avoid the: edge of 
the law in the beft manner they could; for this purpofe their 


allemblies were frequently held at midnight, and in the moft 
private 
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but the Quakers (fo called) were more upright c H A P. 


than to evade fufferings by infincerity, more re- 
“Sabie of the reputation of their religious per- 
uafion, than to give any advantageragainft it by 
mean fubterfuges, and more zealous in the con- 
{cientious difcharge of duty to God, than to be 
deterred from paying him the reafonable fervice 
of ‘united worfhip, for fear of human _penal- 
lcs. 


XII. 
as 
1664, 


It is not wonderful that a law of fuch perni- Remarks 


cious tendency to the liberty and fecurity of fo™ abl 


large a body of the people fhould become the 
fubje&t of fevere criticifm, and give occafion to 
Vou, IL. H free 


private places: and yet notwith{tanding all their caution, they 
were frequently difturbed, But it is remarkable, that under 
all their hardfhips they never made the Jeaft refiftance, but 
went quietly with the foldiers or officers when they could not 
fly from them. The diftrefs of fo many families made fome 
confine themfelves to their own houfes, fome remove to the 
plantations, and others have recourfe to occafional conformity, 
to avoid the penalties of not coming to church. 

Indeed the Quakers gloried in their fufferings, and in fhort 
gave fuch full employment to, the informers about London, 
that they had lefs leifure to attend the meetings of other dif- 
fenters. g 

In London where the houfes joined, it was thought the 
law might be evaded if the people met in feveral houfes and 
heard the minifter through a window or hole 


it feems this was over-ruled. Neale’s hiftory of the Pun- 


tans, vol, ii. p. 650, 651. 
In the year 1666 a proclamation was iffued againft meet- 


ings. In Herefordhhire, George Fox writes, we were told of 


a great meeting of Prefbyterians, who had engaged them{clves 
to ftand and give up all rather than forfake their meecungs. 
When they heard ot the proclamation the people affembled ; 
but the prieft was fled, and Jefe them to themfelves. Then 
they met in Leomintter privately, and provided bread, cheefe 
and drink, that if the officers fhould come they might put 
up their bibles and fall to eating. ‘Ihe like contrivance they 
had in other places. . 
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CHAP free animadverfion. An anonymous pamphlet; 


XI. 


Y— feverity thereof in cafes like thefe *. Since all 44 


1664. 


H-LS ‘ThOTR WE Fs rH 


foon after publifhed, fet forth the abfurdity andi] 


religion exercifed by fix perfons, not according }} 


to the formality of the church of England was’ 
forbidden, if a woman being in travail, and her < 
life in danger, one of the company faid a prayer; *\} 


4 ult 


or if any one {poke any thing to comfort the}. 
near relations of a perfon deceafed; or prayed 4 


LM 


for the health or happinefs of a new married 
couple, &c. it might happen that fome, by the) 
malice of their enemies, might not only incur {i 
imprifonment for three months, but by the re-'¥¥ 

petition» 


* It doth not appear that thefe probable confequences were) 
merely imaginary. Neal relates that fuch was the feverity of | 
thefe times, -that many were afraid to pray in their fami-'\ 4 
lies, if above four of their acquaintance that came to vilit 
them were prefent. Some families ferapled to aik a blefling Re 
on their meat, if five ftrangers were at table. And in George 4) 
Fox’s journal I meet with the following remarkable paflage, ; yf 
as the great profefling Jews ‘ did eat up God’s people as | 
“* bread,” and the falfe prophets and priefts then preached 
peace to the people, fo long as they put into their 
mouths ; but if they fed them not, they prepared war againft » aes 
them: fo thefe that profefs themfelves chriltians now (both !. aM 
priefts and profeffors) flirred up perfecution, and fet the wick- » ) 
ed informers at work; fu that a friend could hardly fpeak a 
few words in a private family before they {at down to eat, 
but fome were ready to inform again{t them: a particular in- i 
{tance of which I have heard as follows. At Droitwich, » 
Jo. Cartwright came to a friend’s houfe, and being moved of 
the Lord to {peak a few words before he fit down to fupper, 
there came an informer, and {tood hearkening under a win- 
dow. When he had heard the friend fpeak, he went and in- 
formed, and got a warrant to diltrain the fricnd’s goods, un- 
der pretence that there was a meeting at his houfe: whereas | 
there were none prefent in the houfe at that time, but the 
man of the houfe, his wife and fervant maid. But this -evil- 
minded man, as he came back with his warrant in the night, 
fell off his horfe and broke his neck. 
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petition of fuch friendly offices be condemned to CHAP. 


-tran{portation. 


George Whitehead alfo (one of the people 
called Quakers) took up his pen upon this occa- 
fion to expofe the unreafonable feverity of the. 
perfecutors ; to ftrengthen his friends to flead- 
faitnefs in their chriftian teftimony ; to exculpate 
them from the charge of obftinacy, and to antwer 
fome fpecious objections, particularly the follow- 
ing one, ‘¢ Vhat the Quakers might keep {mall 
“meetings, and fo not fall under the lafh of the 
“law; for if they did not meet above five in 
“‘ number they would keep above the reach of 
“the law, and might alfo acquit their confci- 
“ ences before God.” To this he anfwered, 
«© That it might have been objected to the pro- 
“ phet Daniel, that he might have prayed fe- 
* cretly and not with open windows and thrice 
“a day, after King Darius had figned the de- 


XII. 


Cavan 
1664. 


“cree, Vhat whofoever fhouid afk a petition of 


“any God or man for thirty days, fave of the 
“ King, fhould be caft into the lion’s den; but 
“ that Daniel notwithftanding that decree conti- 
“* nued to pray as aforetime.”’ 

And as to the judges continuing ‘to enforce 
this act in their cuftomary unequal and arbitrary 


manner, he reprefented ‘* How unreafonable © 
« it was to influence the jury on ill-grounded - 


‘ fufsicion, without leaving them the liberty of 
“ their own judgment: how unequal it was 
“ that foldiers, who abufed his friends in their 
‘‘ meetings, fhouid be called as witneffes againit 
‘them; and that they fhould be locked up with 
“© thieves and felons, fince this was contrary to 
‘© the right of a free-born Englifhman ?”’  Jofiah 


Coale likewife about this time publifhed a re- 
H 2 monf{trance 
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© HA P.monftrance to the King and both houfes of par. | mi 

XII. liament againft perfecution ;. but remonttrances | 

‘~~ however reafonable had little effect upon the | 

renee men, now potfefled of power, and previoully de-. 

fonstried. termined to exert it with vindictive violence in » 2m 
and fen- the punifhment of nonconformilts, fome in fa- | “ 

tranfporta- VOur Of uniformity, and others to promote lefs , 

tion. obvious defigns. Perfecution to banifhment was \, 

refolved on, and almoft immediately endeavour. | 

ed to be put in execution. | : 

For at the affizes at Hertford in the very next. 

month (Auguft) the following eight perfons of . 

this profeffion, viz. Francis Prior, Nich. Lucas, , 

Henry Feaft, Henry Marfhall, Jeremy Hern, 
Thomas Wood, John Blendale and Samuel 

‘Trahern were brought to their trial before judge...’ 
Orlando Bridgeman, and indicted for the third < 

offence again{t the conventicle act, ‘This is a 

remarkable inftance of the precipitant eagernefs 

of the perfecutors ; for this act was not in force 

till the firft of the month called July, and thefe 

perfons were arraigned for the third offence on . 

the 12th and 13th of the fucceeding month. 

cutom='Y Now as the penalty for the firft offence was im- 
commit | y c Was in 

themfor a prifonment for a term not exceeding three. — 
ew days to 4 ; 

expedite. months, and for the fecond not exceeding fix, 

their ba- at the arbitrary difcretion of two jultices; it 

was ufual with thefe juftices to commit them for 

a few days for the firft and fecond oflence, * not 

out 


* Of this we meet with the following account in George 
Whitehead’s journal, part ii. p. 283. On the 16th of 8™* 
1664, being the firft day of the week, our friends were met 
together according to their ufual manner at their meeting 
place at Bull and Mouth near Alderfgate, London, and Geo. 


Whitehead being there was concemed to preach: after fome 
ume 
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_, put of tendernels, but in order to fubject them Cc H AP. 

more {peedily to the penalty of, tran{portation | X11. 

_ for the third offence. For, trom their long ap- —~“™ 
_, proved conftancy, they promifed themfelves an 1664. 
, aflurance of finding them again at their religious 

aflemblies, as foon as at liberty. 

_ An indictment was drawn up againft the afore- 
faid eight perfons, exprefling, ‘hat they had been 
at an unlawful meeting three fundry times, at 
fuch times and places, and being delivered to 

the grand jury, they could not agree in their 

verdict; for there were fome among them whofe 
confciences would not fo eafily allow them to be 

-acceflary to the condemnation of the innocent, 

and therefore they returned the bill ignoramus. esi oy 
,, Now: although this was a legal verdict, and the the jury it- 

~ court by law had no right ‘to reject it, yet, the a 

privileges of the fubject were held by fo preca- 

fant rious 
time a great company of men with halberts came into’ the 
“ meeting, but gave him no interruption, ’till the mayor and 
Richard Brown, with a great company, came in; thenina 
fhort time a rude fellow pulled George Whitehead down and 
_ haled him near the door. The halbert men took George 

, Whitehead and forty-three others men and women into the 

~ ftreet, where after they had kept them fome time they were 
 fent in companies to Newgate without warrants. being fined 

one fhilling each, or fix days imprifonment. At the fame 
time a particular warrant was fent to detain five of them for a 

_ third offence. And the fhortnefs of our imprifonment (faith 

he) as well as the finallnefs of the fines, feemed defigned to 
- difpatch us fooner ‘out of the land by banifhment. On'the 
So ath of the month ‘called July, twenty-feven perfons were 

taken from the meeting in Wheeler-flreet, and committed to 

ot Newgate for three days 5 from, Mile-end twenty-two for fix 
;| days; and on the 31ft fifteen for five days: on the 7th of 
~ Augult (fo called) twenty from, Wheeler-ftreet, and thirty- 

two from Mile-end-green for four days : on the 14th ninctcen 

'' more fent for two days, and two for the third offence. Befle, 
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C HA p.rious a tenure at this time, and the judges were | 
XII. fo inured to go over every barrier of the con. | 
“~~ flitution to gratify the partial views of them. 
1654. felyes or others, that inftead of accepting this 
return of the grand jury, Bridgeman addreffed J 
the jury with this angry fpeech, ‘* My matters, | 
“* what do you mean to do? Will you make ¥ 
* + §* a nofe of wax of the law, and fuffer the law @ 
aiade “<< to be baffled ? Thole that think to deceive 4 
iadee’ ** the law, the law will deceive them, Why 4 
_ * don’t you find the bill?’ With this menace 4 
and freth inftrutions he fent them out again, e 
The jury they then found the bill, with which the court 
fent out feemed weil pleafed. Four of the prifoners # 
Age were then brought to the bar, who pleaded ‘not “4 
— guilty, and added, we have tranfyrefled no juft 4 
law: but replied the judge, you have tranf> * 
greffed this law (holding the conventicle act. in % 
his hand) and you have been twice convicted al," 
-teady. If you be now found guilty, I muft 4 
pals fentence of tranfportation again!t you; but 4 
if you will promife to have no more {uch meet. 4 
ings, I wili acquit you of what is. palt. This 
favour you may receive before the jury is‘charg- . 
©ed with you, but not afterwards. What fay 
you, will you meet no more? ‘hey anfwered 
with one accord, We can make no fuch promife. 
Upon which the jury was {worn, and witneties 
examined, who. depofed that they found thofe 
perfons aflembled above five together at certain 
times and places, but that they, neither heard 

any of them fpeak, nor faw them do any thing. 
‘The judge then fummed up the evidence, and 
gave his charge to the jury, in which he told 
them, “ You are not to expect plain punctual 
“ evidence of any thing faid or done, a bare 
“ proof of their being met for worfhip in 
“ their 
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- their manner, not being according to the liturgy CHAP. 


© and practice of the church of England, is fufli- | XH. 
cient for their conviction. ’ Tis not your bufinefs ~~ 
© ¢0 enter into the meaning of the law, but fingly ‘8+ 
“© determine the fad.” ‘Vhe jury, with thefe in-’ 
ftrudiions, went out, and foon brought them in 

guilty, and the judge forthwith patied fentence 


‘upon them, viz. Vou /hall be tranfported beyond 


the feas to the ifland of Larbadoes, there to remain 


for Jeven years. 


Then the other four were fet to the bar, and 
tried in like manner, and condemned to be 
tranfported to Jamaica; anda fifth, John Rey- 
nolds, was tried along with them; but the wit- 
nefles depofing they had not feen him in the meet- 
ing, but within a yard of the docr, with his 
face from it, he was brought in not guilty, and 
accordingly acquitted. “The eight perfons con- 
victed were informed by the judge of that claufe 
in the att, which provides that upon paying Pfredte 
1ool. each, before the rifing of the court, they ueon pay: 
might be difeharged. The court adjourned, and ne 
when they met again, fent to the prifoners. tO they refute. 
know whether they would pay the icol. to ‘ 
which they unanimoully anfwering no, the court 
broke up. id 
Purfuant to the fentence, the jailer, by the Thejaiter 
fheriff’s order, as he faid, applied to one Thomas cnn ys. 
May, mafter of a thip, called the. Anne, and Mayo — 
contracted with him to carry them to Barbadoes i fhip, 
at sl. a head, and thofe to Jamaica at 61. telling 
him they were freemen, and that fix of them 
would carry goods. When they were brought 
to the mafter, and he found they were under 
compulfion, he refufed to receive them, as his pores 
contract was to carry freemen and no others. them. 
‘The jailer, vext at the difappointment, betook 
himfelf 


zu 2ARBAUO asatey FIVGOR 


SAK yaninl sth of yaibrone petted ton Honnsm ted) 4 = 
alee, 8 aan |) ebitciwtt le doagde ody to voitiing bite Mie, 
Went Cidend saey tow lO) ato Sivees te tal 21” 
HOF” igo WR yoied aA Qo quite Sd Wher Mie of Mf 
<f Mol) die oem olf “Wl edt suluryatsh 4 
ni mult vty fool bes gro Iw naib oe 
witaiitel Lvitey Miwdned oghul odt bas Hliog 
mwa Wirvoqyoarit od Mod ot iv) ends nogu 
Gite < aaa een wll eo bulky ato Hark why 
. HRI BR TEL 
fers ied oct wt i) stow wood todt9 oi aod 
94 0) bovawhnes bas . wane sdil pi Loin 
-(341 dol tell & bes : wotaeiiel Or Lojreghtier) 
nw oii tud .¢ aads thiw-gacis Lai jew eehhoup. 
“loon oli ni raed eos) jon hed (aiid wutiloeb adler 
tif iw .wob. bdi io ney #8 nitiiw md | 
Lar arg ion oT tdyuerd ww sd. mat aad 
hao aictieg idgis sd} boriuipos thy tibreong 
Viet? ils lo snbu sds yd bsunglitsiew Lele 
et bovine? arity ry Hoge Tar avbivory doulw 226 silt “i 
li dvales ot * - 
the hare WOU. dy Std to gut ot syed one foo, 
lM hs hewrnihe aver oft sytelstib od tdyime y+ 
on ih TO, ot 09 end Miege Jom volt cody 
Ot deed ols yaq Livew yadt qdisdw woud 


THOY SAD OW Mitrray ic Vlvontlnany youl) thoidy : 
; : ae gaurd 4 a4 
Kens 3 vel valiaj odd sortsprnl silt @) thiol é é 


civ tay OME 3607 boiler: bie Sd bg gio aLitsil eu 
i yuh La nA oi ballas eid & lo vo Dard aM rie 
Hina eolincbtl at inudy yates. on rail Anw LaBruacs 
qaitls 1h te eiems) © Metyhag dhe ¢ te te 
me 1 ta hits coped arew vols étsarl 
WiywowW yew guily ant © ah THe? bhuow 
zhban onions vols brwcl ob Pind: y sie NY 
Mewmew aid ch toi) svigast os beluter od .¢ 


ohana 


at 90 on bas tocwed wea 


Reva ty 
dood sasnuaiogtit aS. TROY, 
Votanid 


120 TT SvTCOLR Bae or tne 


CHAP.himfelf to the fecretary of ftate, and‘made oath! 

xu. that he had contraéted with Thomas May for the! 

\“v~™ -prifoners’ pafflage, as perfons convidted by’ the! 

1664. aét, May being fent for, took with him wit. 

nefles of his contract; but the fecretary told] 

him, oath having been already made for the 

King, his witnefles could be of no ufe, he mutt} 

carry the prifoners. During this time they] 

“were clofely confined, and but few of their! 

friends admitted to fee them. 4 

But jscom- ‘The matter being thus compelled to tranfport 

reat ns ‘hem againft his will, they were put! aboard ;} 

will. but put on fhore by the matter, and taken in again } 

fundry times between London and Gravefend ; 

it being very remarkable, that although many 4 

other veffels pafled them down the river, this | 

fhip could make no way, nor with the utmoft ; 

- application of the feamen make fail to any pur. 

pole. Having by the matter’s orders followed | 

him from place to place, at laft he met them all § 

together at Deal, and before feveral witnefles » 

declared, that though they had followed the fhip \] 

fo long, yet he was refolved not to carry them. | 

Themafter Flere he finally difmiffed them, with a certifi. j 

See ‘cate, to fhew that they did not make their efcape, | 

them. —_ but were freely put afhore by him, afligning for 

his reafons, that feeing the adverfities and va- 

_ rious difappointments he had hitherto met with, 

he concluded the hand of the Lord was againft 

him. That therefore he durft not proceed on 

_ his voyage with thefe prifoners, they being in- 

. nocent perfons, and charged with no crime wor- 

~thy of banifhment. ‘That there is a law in 

force, that no Englifhman fhall be carried out 

of his native country againft his will. ‘That his 

-men refufed to proceed on the voyage, if he 
carried them, 
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.. There was on board one.Manning, a man ofc H AP. 
a different difpofition from the reft, who had > x1. 
:* been very officious in, getting them aboard, and “~V~ 
-'defirous of detaining them there with detign,, as 1664. 

»»was thought, of making. a market of them be- 

jyond fea. This Manning, difappointed in his 

views, carried:a complaint to the deputy; or 
‘principal ‘officer at Deal, that the prifoners had 

made their efcape from the fhip, but they. pro- 
«ducing the mafter’s certificate he refufed to con- 

scern himfelf in the matter. . Then Manning 

with two others forced four of them into a hoat 

.s which he found on the beach, to put them 

again on fhip-board; but as nobody would affift 

him to row it, he was forced to let them go. 

The mafter failed that! night, and fo left them 
behind. |The relation of the manner in which 

the {hip left them was attefted by eleven perfons, 

who were eye witnefles thereof. 

' Being thus fet at liberty they returned home, Returning 
and by letter acquainted the king and council homes they 


. ° ° .. acquaint the 
thereof, which letter being, read at the council king and 
‘ board, under pretence that their liberation was weap 
effected ‘by a collufion concerted.between the to prifon a- 
‘matter and: them, by order ‘of council Chev iene y 
5 were again committed to prifon, unul means of kept, ae 
' tranfporting them by fome {hip to thofe parts yen years. 
could be found, and were continued in prifon 
‘until releafed by the king’s letters patent more | 
than feven years after. 
On their return to prifon they found twenty- 
sone more of their friends lying there under ,the 
like fentence, who at the quarter feffions held 
» at» Hartford the 3d, 4th and sth of October 


this year were condemned to banifhment, un- 
‘der 
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In London 
great nume- 
bers imipri- 
foned an 


this act. 


Alderman 
Brown very 
abulive. 
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der which fentence moft of them lay there till ' 
releafed by the fame letters patent in 1672. 

In London this conventicle aét was no fooner 
in force than multitudes were imprifoned for the 
fixft and fecond offence, which (as hath been 
noticed) was ufually for a few days. On the 
14th of the month called Augult the fheriffs, 
with many officers and others armed, entered 
the meeting-houfe at Bull and Mouth, and or- 
dered the perfon. who was preaching to come 
down, after which two of the officers ftepped 
on a form near him, drew their fwords, and 
{truck him and another friend with: fuch force’ 
that one of their fwords was broken; then they 
laid hold both on men and women, and _haling 
out near two hundred drove them to Guildhall, 
where they were kept priloners ull near mid. 
night, and then, by the mayor’s orders, con- 
ducted with lighted torches by a guard of hal- 
berdiers to Newgate, where they were thrutt 
up among felons. On the rsth about twenty 
were fined and committed, as were twelve more 
on the 17th, and about fixty. others on the roth, 
fome for fourteen and others for nine days. 

On the 2ift the mayor with the fheriffs and 
alderman Brown came again, to the meeting at 
Bull and Mouth: This officious Brown, with 
his ufual rudenefs, kicked fome, pulled others 
by the hair, and pinched the women’s arms 
until they were black. By this rude behaviour 
and fhameful abufe, degrading the dignity of his 
office, and proving himfelf too vulgar. for, and 
abfolutely unworthy of, the magiftracy he bore In 
any well regulated government. ‘Lhe mayor 
canting the doors to be fhut fent about one hun- 
dred and fifty-nine of them to Newgate for four 


days, 
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days, where they had not room to fit down norc Hi 4 P. 
fearce to ftand, being clofe fhut up among the 1. 


felons, without refpect to age or fex. 
28th one hundred and feventy-five were alfo 


On the ““v™~ 
1664. 


fent to Newgate as privately as poffible, the ma- 


) gillrates, its probable, being afhamed to expofe 


their unrelenting feverity to the public eye. On 

the 4th of September two hundred and thirty- 

two more were committed. 

By fuch commitments the prifons being foon 

filled, it was intended to proceed to the trial of 

fuch as were in for the third offence, prepara- 

tory whereto Judge Keeling, at the feflions at the 

Old Bailey on the 7th of September, made the 
following {peech to the grand jury : 

«© Becaufe this day. was appointed for the Speech of 
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Judge Keel- 


trial of thefe people, and inafmuch as many ing again 
are come hither expecting what will be done, jhe Qe 
I fhall fay fomething concerning them and 
their principles, that they might not be 
thought worthy of pity, as fuffering more 

than they deferve, for they are a ftubborn 

fe&t, and the king has been very merciful to 

them. It was hoped that the purity of the 
church of England would, ere this, have con- 

yinced them, but they will not be re- 


claimed. 


« They teach dangerous principles ; this for 
one, That it is not lawful to take an oath. 
You mutt not think their leaders believe this 
dodtrine, only they perfuade thefe poor igno- 
rant fouls fo; but they have an intere{t to 
carry on again{t the government, and there- 
fore they will not fwear fubjection to it; and 
their end is rebellion and blood. You may 


eafily know that they 


do not believe them- 
“* felves 
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me cc 


 * teftament : . And the old is pofitive for fwear 
ing; and they that deny {wearing deny God} 


wees 


- their allegiance, which oath they deny, and} 


“they are not engaged in cqnicience, and they! 


“principle tends to fubvert, the government 


PSR WORRY orci 4 


** felves what they fay, when they fay it is nog 
“* lawful to take an oath, if you look into thal 
“* feriptures. ‘Vhat text (Mat. sth) where 0 ! 
“ Saviour faith, Swear not at all, will clear, ite 
“* felf from fuch a meaning as forbids fwears 

ing, if you leok but into the next words 
** where it is faid, Let your communication bel 
“* yea,,yea, nay, nay ;. and it is faid, An oath) 
“is an end of all ftrife: this for the Tew 


, a fpecial part of, his worthip. 
» “Now, you. fhall fee, how. this principle off 
** not {wearing tends to the fubverfion of the 
** government :; Firft,. It denies the king, thej 
“* fecurity he ought to have of his. fubjects for; 


** fecurity by bond is not fo good, for thereby! 


“will, only wait for a convenient feafon to forel 
** feit their bonds without hazard, and make§ 
“ffure, work in overthrowing the prefent gOes 
*‘ vernment and fecure their own. fecurities is 
“* but, an oath binds the confcience at all times, # 
“t.and that, they ¢ainot abide. , Again, this 4 


’ . 
** becaufe without fwearing we can have no} 


«¢ juttice;done, no, law executed ; .you may be 4 
*¢ robbed, your houfes broke open, your goods § 
“ taken ,away and be injured in your perfons, } 
‘* and no_jultice.or recompenfe,can be had, be- ; 
“‘ccaufe the fact cannot be proyed :; The truth 4 
‘* is,, no, government cam ftand without fwear- q 
** ing, and were thefe people to have a govern. 
** ment among. themfelves they could not live 
¢¢ without an oath. 

<* Whereas 
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“Whereas they pretend in their fcribblesc Ha P, 
“ that this act againft conventicles doth not *T-. 
~ “ concern them, but fuch as under pretence of ““~v™~ 
+  worfhipping God do, at their meetings, con- 1664. 
| “ {pire againft the government: ‘This is a mif- 
“take, for if they fhould confpire, they would 
| then be guilty of treafon, and we fhould try 
'  thent by other laws ; but this att is again{t 
 “ meetings, to prevent them of fuch confpiracy, 
for they meet to confult to know their num- 

“ bers, and to hold correfpondency, that they 

© may ina fhort time be up in arms. 

«© | had the honour to ferve the king at York 

“ wpon the trial of thofe wicked plotters, and 
we found thofe plots were hatched and car- 
“ried on in thefe meetings, and we hanged up 
“ four or five of the fpeakers or praters, whom 
‘we found to be chief leaders in that rebel- 
“ Jion. I warrant you their leaders will keep 
«“ themfelves from the third offence, we fhall’ 
«© not take them. If we could catch their 
« Jeaders we fhould try them by fome other 
“ law, which, if executed, will take away their 
‘“Jives. This is a merciful law, it takes not 
away their eftates, it leaves them entire, only 
‘© banifhes them for feven years if they will not 
pay an hundred pounds ; and this is not for 
‘© worlhipping God according to their confci- 
“© ences, for that they may do in their families, 
“ but forfooth they cannot do that, but they 
‘© muft have thirty, forty or an hundred others 
© to contrive their defigns withal.”” 

One might imagine this judge looked upon Refedtions 
the bench as a privileged place to utter Rules es 
hoods, and becaufe his office and power ex- 
empted him from detection there, he might ie 
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CHAP.the liberty not only of mifreprefentating fad,} 

X11. but, in order to deprive honett people, whom} 
“~v—~ he was determined to punifh with the utmot 

1664. rigour of this unrighteous law, of compatlion, 
and to add public odium to exorbitant feverity, 
to bring any aggravating accufations again{t them { 
without regard to truth. But his falfe affertions j 
were detected in a reply to this notable fpeech # 
publifhed foon after. He intended immediately § 
to have proceeded to the trial of fome of them, ' 


an 
ay 


for which purpofe a young lad was brought from 4 
Newgate, who being afked if he were not at i 
the Bull and Mouth ineeting fuch a day, hej 

replied, I was not; whence the judge took | 
occafion to reproach the Quakers with common § 

The judge Place reflections, faying, that for all their preeg 
difuppoint. tenfions to truth, they could lie for their intereft, | 
rapa and to evade fuffering. But this youth perfilting 4 
ptewea in his denial, witneiles were called for, to prove # 
trial for . : : tf 
want of his being there, but none could be found ; J 
pr vt which the judge oblerving, faid, Here is a dif- (4 
jury. appointinent; threatened fome fhould fuffer for ; 
it, and fo difmiffed the jury. his difappoint- 

ment was want of evidence to anfwer the pur- 

pofe of the court, to prevent which in future, 

orders were iflued that the jailer of Newgate, _ 

the marfhal and his men fhould attend the meet- 4 

ings, and be prepared to give evidence againtt the a 

next feflions. a 

On the roth of Oétober the feffions began at, 4 
Hicks’s-hall before Sir John Robinfon, and on the | 

13th a bill of indiétment was preferred againit | 

Sixteen  fixteen Quakers for the third offence, about 
lakes, Which the grand jury could not agree that night, * 
jeall, but next morning, at the importunity of the 4 
jultices, found the bill by a finall majority. 
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They were tried and convicted, and twelve of C HAP. 
them received fentence of tranfportation, amongit JI. 
whom was a young woman named Hannah “~~ 
Trigg, whofe treatment was unreafonably tyran- BE 
nical and illegal, even by this fevere law, for of Hanna 
being afked in form, why fentence fhould not Ts 
be pafled upon her, fhe replied, fhe was not fix- 

tecn years of age, one of the juitices told her 

fre lied: And although a certificate of her birth, 

figned by two women prefent thereat was pro- 

duced, afferting fhe was born the 2oth day of 
Augult 1649, it was arbitrarily rejected by the 
juftices, who were fo intent on multiplying con- 

vicls, that they feemed determined to go over al 
objections legal or illegal, whereby any might 

efcape the defigned punifhment. ‘Phe cate of this 

young woman was yet more fevere in this ; that 

foon after fhe was fentenced to banifhment, fhe 
fickened in Newgate, and dying there, the fame she dies in 
unfeeling inhumanity, infatiate with her life, was Soe. 
extended to her lifelefs corps: her relations were ried among 
debarred even of the contolation of paying (hea 
la(t office of natural affeCtion, by interring her as 

they defired, but fhe was carried to the burying 

place, where they ufually inter felons and others 

who die in the jail. When the bearers came to 

the ground, finding no grave made, they left 

the corps unburied, faying, they would make a 

crave next morning. ‘Lhe girl’s mother. attend - 

ing the funeral, had the grief and anguifh to 
behold this inhuman ufage of her daughter’s 
remains in filent forrow without the power of 
remedy. The other four being married women 

were fentenced to eleven months imprifonment 


in Bridewell. 
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CHAP. On the 15th above forty more were brought! 
Xi. to the feflions at the Old Bailey, and called-tod 
ww the bar, one, two, three or four at a time, as!@ 


1664. they were included in one indiétment. About! 
Forty more : . “C 
ied.  fixteen, confidering the indictment as a charge 


of contemning the law, and acting contrary toi 
the king’s peace, pleaded not guilty. Others? 
' giving general anfwers, fuch as, / have wronged) §aM 
none, I am innocent, &%c. were fet by as mute,' 
and the fact taken pro confeffo. ‘Then the court, He 

at which Judge Hide prefided, proceeded: to try iy 
the former fixteen. ‘The witneffes again{ft them je 
were the under-keepers of Newgate and the mar. 6a 
fhalemen. ‘the firft was one Dawion, a turn-44 
key, who was greatly confounded in his tefi-’4 
mony, for having {worn that he took John Hope, ? jam 
who had been in prifon three weeks at the Bull 
and Mouth laft Sunday, and the court endea-'\ 
vouring to fet him right, he correcting himfelf, \ a 
faid the Sunday before, which was equally faile. M & 
Afterward he faid the prifoner was brought out” 
to him, and that he did not fee him in the * 

. : ‘ ts 
A Juryman meeting. Upon which one of the jury, ad-\¥ 
objecting © drefling himfelf to the judge, faid, “* My lord,') 
theevidence y % ° ee Ai 
difeounte- ** I befeech you let us ‘be troubled with no more: fie 
nauced and ¢¢ fuych evidence, for we fhall not caft men upon “iam 
threatened. : . : ae 
<¢ fuch evidence as this;” but the judge endea-’ 
voured to palliate it, and reproved the juryman ! 7] Ont 
for being too {crupulous. ia 
Another’ evidence was William Turner, a‘ im 
turnkey too, who being afked if the prifoner ' (JM 
was at the Bull and Mouth, anfwered, he was’ 
there that day, he came with the conftable; »§ 
whence it appeared he did not fee him, till he 
came to Newgate. So one of the jury objecting» 

to this witnels, the judge grew angry, and 
threatened 


sue an T ROTA . Scr +. 


tijenosd yixw onom viret svode dey ods oO San? 
*ielles bas vali BIC) ody 12 ssid mt Ot AME a 
son) oe wd w sed aw? otto 1hd oly Le 
woth .twemietdh sao ag bsbulont vw cou Rimes ; 
gor taliTs & #8 wesindotbar ofl) yittrabihaees nsaixd paeed = 
6) ywrand ytila hae , wel oth gainmpiaes tw J 
mi .ytheg don babsolq vy a gid ont ; 
byywur wrod \ j2c toot wrowine lewaag yalvig, "og ©S 
Fat Ae v8 mot sew ONT lenient laa ) canon 
ues ste cody” aiglew. ew, oder Sa) ott bate 
aa oi hebasadig bebiioin obiit oybal|, toilw oe 
tail fulios roto sil. .rontel Taree oil 
anny od? hie leqg“wol Vo steal. bau sft oxi 
ww « .ndlweth san aw tha off atem-led 
jist eld ai bahonateag Yivorg sev ales, yal 
> pl ndol dooi od sarit atow! qriived vol yom 
Hutl ofb 1e edoow souls @rniony i neoed lod ole ; 
seoliate ros st) bee ,yahuo® fal diols bee 

Vlad $aiSeno sit ailgis cid iol ot yolwey 
Dial vilnups miw foidw sieind yrboued ods hod 
we Waguord ana Tonallig ort Liat sa inswolk ) “.@ F 
st ni irl os don bib sit yurh bane i oF 


du peru) adi le baq dbilwe neql id saat << 
stirel yi he wh ophat off ot ad fi ac hore _ 


siom On dsily holdvord sda jal) ot tontied 


gexyt nee Nes Jon liad) sa yi deshive dod) # ha tone a 
—obas Sgbut wy vid “paid on Sonesbivs ils wis 
MRED) orl travo1qat bie # bro. uh ites a 

cnet ne 
‘pg porou'T smelfliy ae 


somtciling silt VE tyaple oilw yoor yoda, » wads 
aw oft chosing tl bite Mul sd we ew 


side flags oth die ses & “nails 
an iis ,iid oso hth Sf oat rode Senieael ee 


pajiaede vu wly lo one 38 i seanes Foe 
bev “UMME Wor sybni oily” ambw ich . 7 
‘ . ; a 


honetaw 
: ‘ay © | 


PEOPLE carrepv- QUAKERS. 129 


threatened him for undervaluing the king’s wit- CHAP. 
neffes,.and: told him: the court had power to *1I. 
punifh him, and Toulon Afterfomentimes7Y~ 
the jury was fent out, who brought in their 1664 
verdict, that four of the prifoners were not guilty, 

and ‘the! reft they could. not.agree on. TVhe 
judge being much difpleafed fent them out again 

with’ frefh inftructions, they, returned with this 
verdict, guilty of meeting, but not of fact. ..The 

judge enquiring what they. meant by not guilty 

of faét, the jury replied, * Here is evidence 

“ that ‘they met at the Bull and Mouth, there- 

‘ fore we fay guilty of meeting; but no evi- 

«“ dence of .what they did there, therefore we 

“ fay, not guilty ofimeeting contrary to the 

‘: liturgy of. the church of England.” ‘The 
judge afked fome of the jury, Whether they 

did not believe in their confciences that they 

were there. under colour and pretence of wor- 
fhip?,, Vo: which: one of them replied, ** I do 

+¢ believe in my confcience, that they were met 

“ to worfhip:in deed and in truth.” Another 

faid, «*. My. lord, I have that venerable refpect 

“ for ‘the liturgy of the church of England, as 

¢ to believe. it is according to ‘the fcriptures, 

¢ which allow of the worfhip of God in fpirit ; 

‘© and therefore I conclude to worfhip God in 

s¢ fpirit is not contrary to the liturgy; if it be, 

‘| fhall abate of my. refpect to it.” In fhort, 
neither perfuafions nor menaces could induce the 

jury to alter the verdiét: Whereupon fix of them six of the 
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were bound in tool. each to appear at the King’s WE ing 
Bench bar the firft day of the next term. their ver- 


On'the 17th, thofe who had been fet by were oa Te 
brought to the bar to receive fentence: Fir{t, King’s 


Bench, 


four married women condemned to the houle Dior Hee 
Vou. Il. ] correction ried women 
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130 CMH ISITIOR Yor ragiag “M 
cH AP. correction for twelve months, the reft to banith (i 
xu. ment; the men to Barbadoes, and the women } 
“—~— to Jamaica, there to remain feven, years. : _., sige 
whCit ‘Thus. the perfecuting magiftrates and judges 4 
to the houfe Continued to imprifon,: try and condemn to ba. if 
ph corte nifhment the members -of this fociety in. great 7 
to banifh- numbers, there being, by/an account publifhed .j 
Upwards of At this time, upwards of fix hundred in prifon.! 4 | 
fix hundred All the abfurdity and arbitrarinefs of their ‘prog, § 
m pe ceedings particularly to. recount would lead me ‘4 
into a dilagreeable prolixity ; fuffice it to. ob-® 

ferve, that by authentic récords I find that up 4 

Twohun- Wards of two hundred were fentenced to banifh: 4 
ted are ment in different parts of the nation, in this and «| 
banithment. the fucceeding year, of whom upwards. of one {i 
hundred .and fifty were condemned at the:Old: 4 

Bailey and Hicks’s-Hall'; and what listvery rej} 
markable, out of.. all :this namber.1 find nd 4 
particular account! of more than ‘two dt cone 

time and! about fifteen. at others, .who Were “| 
actually tranfported, which: was not owitg; to iM 

any relaxation of feverity in the govérnment or “} 
fubordinate magiftrates, but the difappointments “4 

they met with of the means of tranfporting them, “4 

as hath been obferved with regard to thofe con: | @ 
demmned at Hertford, and will further appear in | 

the’ procefs. bu lrecis| . fitiah 32 

Edward, "Chefe. two were named Edward 


«Brufh’ and 
rhe James Harding, who on the 24th of the month 
Harding called March, very early in the morning,) were, 
So acai without any warning, hurried from Newgate by 

fome of the turnkeys ‘to Blackfriars, and thence 
to Gravefend, where they were forced on: board 
a fhip, which carried them to Jamaica, Where it 
pleafed God to profper them, fo that they lived 
rehab there in good circumftances ; and Edward Bruth, 
to return, : nes '. who 
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who was at that time a grey-haired aged man,C H A P. 
a citizen of good repute among his neighbours, ps 
and well efteemed by many perlons of confe- 166 
quence, after fuffering the anguifh of being thus sh 
violently feparated from a beloved wife and only 

child, aged as he was, furvived the term of his 

exile, Jived to come back, and end his days in 

peace at home. 

Along with thefe two, a third named Robert Robert 
Hayes, was alfo in like manner put on fhip- Mayes pot 
board; in whom we havea freth inftance of the along with 
unfeeling barbarity which actuated his perfe-""™ 
cutors, for being taken fafling out of prifon, 
though in a,weak {tate of health, and’ under a 
courle’ of phyfick, and carried down the river on 
a very cold day without any refrefhment afforded 
him; within, a little time after he was put on 
board, he died there. His body was brought Pio 
back to Londgn, and ‘interred in the burying = 

roynd belonging to his friends. George White- 
Peal, who knew him, gives the following ac- | 
count’ of Robert Hayes :'** He was a very in- His charac- 
« nocent Joving man, a goodlike perfon, of av’ 
“© frefh “comely ‘countenance, feemed healthy, 
© and in fhe’ prime of his ftrength when firtt 
< imprifoned.” , And adds, ‘* I was very for- 
“ rowfully affected, when 1 heard how quickly 
“¢ he was difpatched out of the world ‘by the 
‘6 fhameful cruelty and inhuman ufage of thele 
& mercilefs perfecutors.”” , 
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emg Patience of this People under Suffr, i 
tig.—Sundry Friends by Example and Precept 4 Me 
encourage them to /teadfa/tne/s.— George Fox, | ye 
jun. his Warning to England.—George Bifhop’s : hi 
to the King and Parliament.—Reflection on the % 
Manners of the Age, which are thought to% 
draw down the “Judgments of Heaven upon | 
it.—1. The Dutch War.—2. A depopulating 
Peftilence.— More than one hundred and twenty 
condenned to Tranfportation in London.—An q 
Embargo laid on the Shipping, in order to oblige 4 
the. Majfters to tranfport the Prifoners. —Hifty, ie 

five taken from Newgate to be tranfported. = ' 
The Plague breaks out in the Ship and carries 
off twenty feven of the Prifoners—The Ship 
taken by a Dutch Privateer, and-the Surviving 
Prifoners fet at liberty. —T he Plague encreafes.— 
Fifty-two of the People called Quakers die in | 
Newgate of the «Peftilence, notwithftanding 
which the Prifons are crowded with frefb Pri- 
foners.—Death of Sanuel F pee a es Fuce, 
and William Caton. 
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CHAP. Exposep as thie peste was. to multiplied 
Xill- penalties and fevere execution of unequal laws, 
1664. Yet through all the exertions of malicious vio- 

Exemplary lence, wanton defpotifm and manifelt injuftice, 

peers during the heat of the perfecution, they fainted 

under their NOt in their minds ; ftrengthened by divine fup- 
fulleringss Hort and the teftimony of a pure cane 
they 
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they were enabled to endure fufferings exceed-c H A P. 
ing the patience of meer humanity with meek- ABT 
nels, and without repining, in refigned acquief- te he 
cence to divine permiffion, and in humble de- batt 
pendance upon divine protection and fupport, 

under the arbitrary deprivation of the protec- 

tion of the king, the laws and immunides of 

théir native country. “Phere were among them 

fome, who were not only examples in fteadfaft- 

nefs in fulfering themfelves, but by their exhor- Sundry 
tations in word and writing, as well as example Piends by 


2 exampleand 


encouraged their brethren to {teadfaitnefs there- precept en- 
in; fo that through all thefe efforts of the per-fyem'to 
fecutors to abolifh this fociety, they encreafed Medfattnels. 
notwithflanding in ftrength and in numbers. 
George Fox, George Whitehead, Vrancis How- 

gil and Jofiah Coale were of this number. Others 

were engaged to bear teltimony again{t perfecu- 

tion by their epiftles, remonftrances and prophe- 

tic warnings, addrefled to the king and parlia- 

ment in much plainnefs; and yet (what was 

very remarkable) among{t the great number 
condemned to banifhment, not one of thefe 
eminent and a@tive members was included, al- 
though they never fought to efcape by fubter- 

fuge, but continued, when at liberty, to ex- 

ample their brethren to an open and diligent 
attendance of meetings, as well as to encourage 

them thereto. 

Two of thefe prophetic warnings are too re- 
markable to be paft over unnoticed, although 
lettered pride, which reluctantly admitting of 
any divine revelation, confiders all modern claim 
thereto as enthufiafm, and quakerifm in particu- 
lar as founded therein, yet other readers, who 


with me may not be quite fo fceptical, may 
perhaps 
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perhaps be modeftly backward to decide upon a) 4 
point above the determination of human wifdom,, 
efpecially when the predictions appear to be ful. 4 


filled: So leaving the reader to make what com-, 4M 


ment feems good, I fhall proceed to tranfcribey @ 
them as I find them recorded in the authors be. 
fore me. rh 

Vhe firft is extracted from a publication of 3 
George Fox the younger in 1661, wherein la 4 
menting England, becaufe of the judgments that : 
were coming upon her inhabitants for their wick-) 3 


ednefs and perfecutions, he faith, ** The Lord had. 4a 


{poken in him concerning the inhabitants, “* The! 


‘* people are too many, I will thin them, I will) @ 
thin them?’ Further, ‘“ that an overflowing. @ 


“* fcourge, yea even a great and terrible judg- 
““ ment, was to come upon the land, and that 
“* many in it fhould fall and be taken away.” 

The next is a fhort admonitory caution from 
George Bithop, of Briftol, addreffed 


** To the King and both houfes of parliament. 4 
“* ‘Thus faith the Lord, 

** Meddle not with my people, becaufe of their 
** confcience to me, and banifh them not out of 
“* the nation becaufe of their confcience ;, for if 
**you do [ will fend my plagues upon you, and 
‘¢ you fhall know that I am the Lord. 

** Written in obedience to the Lord by his fer- 
ef ovanit, 


“ Briftol rs5th g™ 1664. G; BISH OP? 


* Yet whilft thefe rigorous meafures were thus 
rigoroufly executed, for forcing uniformity in 
religion, true religion perhaps was never lefs 

cultivated 
*Neale, vol. ii. p. 651, 
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‘Yhrough the example of their fuperiors, and 


perfecuting generation ; and although the fecrets 


was a war with the Dutch, wantonly and in un- 
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cultivated or promoted than at this time, by the cH A P. 
yuling party. The manners of the age were Xe? 


ae 


corrupt and immoral., to a fcandalous degree. 1664 


the pliant doétrine of their, teachers, adapted to 
flatter the great, and in general morg pointed 
againft nonconformity than vice, ‘ the common 
““ people (lays Neale) gave themfelves up to 
«© drunkenncfs, profane {wearing, gaming, lewd- 
‘¢ nefs, and all kinds. of debauchery, which 
‘© brought down the judgments of heaven upon 
‘© the nation.” : a 
‘The people called Quakers alfo of this age, which are 
looked upon the train of fucceeding calamities hourht te 
aa ’ i raw down 
as divine judgments inflited upon a finful and judgments 
upon the ~ 
of the Almighty are a great deep, and his ways. 
above the inveftigation of human witdom, yet. 
l think feripture warrants us to confider fignal 
national calamities in this light, when national 
corruption becomes remarkably gencral as at this 
time, / 
The firtt of thofe evils, mentioned by Neale, 1. The. 
Dutch war, 
juit policy commenced by the Englifh court, and 
promoted by the felfith policy of France, which 


‘colt the nation much blood and treafure, and 


many lives were loft en both tides and no ad- 
yantage gained by either. 1665. 


The next general calamity which befel the 24 4 
‘ populating 


‘nation had more the appearance of a. divine pettilence. 


vifitation for the fins of the people; it was the 
moft dreadful plague that had been known in 
the memory of man, Neale writes “ that it was 
“© preceded by an unvfual drought; the mea- 
«¢ dows were parched and burnt up like the 
« highways, infomuch that there was no Ge 
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HISTORY or vue 
‘* for the cattle, which occafioned firft a’ mur. 
** rain among them, and then a general conta. a 
“* gion among the human fpecies, which en. We 
** creafed in the city and fuburbs of London ’till a 
“* eight thoufand or upwards died in a week,”| 
** ‘The wealthier inhabitants fled into the re“ 


“* moter counties ; but the calamities of thofe =m 


*‘ who ftayed behind, and of the poorer: ay 
&¢' fort, are ifiot eafily defcribed.’? . > Trade, 
was at a full ftand, Intercourfe between Lon} Hi 
don and the country was much interrupted, @ 
In Londan the fhops and houfes were quite fhut 
up, and grafs was growing in the moft populous 


{lreets, now become a {cene of folitude, filence “ae 


and gloom; and it was remarked that the firft 
houle in which it broke out and was {but upon ~ 
account of the infection, was the very next door 
to the late dwelling of F.dward Bruth, lately tranf. 
ported on the conventicle aét, : 
It was certainly a moft awful and awakening 
vifitation, fufficient one would think to roufe the 
moft inconfiderate fouls ta ferious thoughtful. 
nefs, and clofe confideration of their ways and 
of their latter end, when the examples of mor- . 
tality were daily multiplying before their eyes, | 
and none could be certain, whofe turn it would 
be next; or whether himfelf had many days to 
live: yet fuch was either the hardnefs of heart, 
or the miftaken perfuafion of their doing well, 
in the perfecuting magiftrates, that unawed by 
thefe fymptoms of divine difpleafure, not foften- 
ed to compaflion by the common calamity, they 
proceeded for a feafon to carry this conventicle aét 
into force, by encreafing the number of Quaker 
prifoners and exiles, as if nothing extraordinary 

had fallen out. 
In 
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In the month called April 1665, twelve more CH A P, 
of this fociety were fentenced to tranfportation, oy 
and feven more taken from Newgate to Gravef- “Te 
end, and there put on fhipboard, to be tranf- > 
ported to the plantations, and in the fucceeding 
month eight others. Anda few days after their 
embarkation, judge Hide, who had been an ac- 
tive man in promoting the conviction and fen- 
rencing of many to banifhment, was fuddenly 
taken off, being in health in Weiltminfter in the 
morning, and found dead in his clofet the fare 
day at noon. 

¢ At the next feffions at the Old-Baily four More than 
more were condemned to tranfportation, under 47°" 
which fentence there remained in Newgate more tranfport~ 
than 120 perfons, whom the fheriifs knew not" 
how to get rid of ; for the matters cf fhips, per- 
fuaded of the men’s innocence, generally refuf- 
ed to carry them, and the encreafing peftilence 
confirmed them in their refufal, it being efteem- 
ed by them and many others as a judyment on 
the nation for its perfecuting laws. ‘To remedy 
this difficulty, an embargo was laidYonali Embers’. 
merchantmen, with an order thar nene fhould go in order te 
down the river without a pafs from the Admiral ; ee 
and this would be given to no mafter going to the prilon- 
the Weft-Indics, but on condition of his engag- 
ing to carry fome Quakers. Remonttrances of 
the illegality of carrying Englifhmen out of their 
native country by force were yain. At length 
they found a man for their purpofe, one Fudge, 
a perfon fo hardened as to fay, be would not flick 
to tranfport his neare/t relations. With this man painter 
the fherifls agreed to carry the prifoners to Ja- gate to be 


: : 1 C is ps raniported 
maica, and in purfuance thereof fifty-five were (yom the 


taken mariners 
refufe to 


help aboard, 
© Deffe. 
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cu A P. taken out of Newgate, put into a barge and gar. | 


XU 
aan, 
1665. 


Soldiers 
fent from 
the ‘Power 
to aflift. 


The plague 
breaks out 
in the fhip 
and carries 
off 27 of the 
pritoners. 
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ried down the river to his fhip, lying at Bugby’s.} 
hole, a littke below Greenwich. When they 
came to the fhip’s fide, the mafter being abfent,¢ 
the feamen refuled to affift in forcing ‘them ont 
board, and the prilfoners were unwilling to be 3 
active in their own tranfportation. ‘Che turn. # 
key and officers uled high words to the feamen, @ 
infifting that the prifoners were the King’s goods, # 
and that they ought to be afliftant in taking a 
them aboard ; but the mariners were inflexible, @R 
and would not move a finger in that work. At . 
length with much. difficulty they got only four | 
on board, and being weary, returned with the i 
reft_to Newgate, where they lay about two jf 
weeks, and then were again carried to the bargg, 4 
Soldiers were fent from the Tower in boats, to 4 
be affiftant in putting them aboard. Several of 4 
their friends in other boats accompanied them, 4 
though the foldiers threatened to fink them, if 
they would not be gone. ‘Vhe commander of 1 
the foldiers called to the feamen to affift, but 
few ot them regarded. Then the foldiers in the 


a 
barge laid hold on the prifoners, dragging fome, 
kicking and punching others, heaving many by {| 
the legs and arms, and in this manner got them 4 
all on board in about an hour’s time, being thir- “4 
ty feven men and cighteen women. 
On board, the men were all thronged toge- 
ther between decks, where they could not ftand 
upright. The matter of the fhip being in the 
mean time arrefted for debt, and caft into prifon, 
the fhip was detained fo long in the river, that 
it was about feven months before they reached 
the land’s-end: and in the intermediate time, 
the peftilence breaking out in the fhip, carried 
olf 27 of the prifoners. At laft another matter 
bemeg 
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being procured, on the 23d of the month called c H A P. 


February, the vetlel failed from Plymouth, and XITt 

was the next day taken by a Dutch privateer “~~ 
off the Land’s-end, and carried to Hoorn in 1665. 
North-Holland. When the commufhoners Panay 
of the admiralty there underftood thatu they Caen 
would not be exchanged as prifoners of war, a cto 
they fer them at liberty, and gave them a paff- ing prifom 
sort and certificate, * ‘Chat they had not made coos 

‘¢ their efcape, but were fent back by them,” 

From Hoorn they made their way to Amifter- 

dam, where they met with a kind reception from 

their friends, who provided them with lodging 

and clothes, their own having been moflly taken 

from them by the privateer’s crew. From hence 

they all returned to Fngland, except one, who 

being a foreigner ftayed in Holland. By thefe 

means the exiles were delivered, and the defign 

of the perfecutors was fruftrated by the order- 

ing hand of divine providence. 

In the fame week that thele 55 perfons WETE The placue 
put on fhipboard, the bills of mortality in London encreales. 
amounted to upwards of 3000, and in the next 
week to 4030, and went on encreafing till in 
the month of September they encreafed to up- 
wards of 7o0o in the week. Perfecution not- 
withftanding continued, and the meetings to be 
dilturbed as before. As this deftructive pefti- 
lence was efteemed to be a fore and heavy judg- 
ment on a wicked, profane and perfecuting ge- 
neration, who had long foorted themfelves in 
opprefling the innocent, fo it might be reckoned 
a merciful vifitation to the faithful and contcien- 
tious prifoners, in rcleafing them from a life 
worfe than death in the filthy holes of Newgate. 

For a contagion which {pread_ through aul the 
city with unabated violence muf{t naturally Be 
fuppofed 
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fection, where numbers are pent up together ina 
polluted air, in clofe, damp and filthy rooms) with @@ 
an additional baneful eife@t. In the aforemention. 4 
ed prifon no lef than fifty two of the people called iif} 
Quakers laid down their lives in teftimony of} 
a good confcience, twenty-two of whom lay there # 
under fentence of tranfportation. ree 
But what muft fix an indelible ftamp of utter} 
infenfibility to every motive of humanity, of gm 
civility or common decency, on the characters 
of thofe magiftrates, to the difgrace of the go 
vernment, and of that church with which they | 
were fo zealous to force conformity, was, that J 
during the very height of the contagion they‘ 
continued to crowd the infected prifons with @@ 
frefh prifoners. On the gth of the month called qi 
Auguft, Sir John Robinfon, lieutenant of the% 
Tower, fent a body of foldiers to break up the © 
necting at the Peel, who entered it in the ace 


cuftomed hoflile manner, crying to the aflem. 
bly, “ hey were all their prifoners.” John 
Eldridge afking by what authority they came, 
was anfwered by a blow on the head with ai 
mufguet ; and another for afking the fame quel. 3h 
tion was knocked down. ¢ The foldicrs carried 
away thirty two of them to Newgite, without 
paying any regard to the perilous fituation of ae 
that prifon, which bears an afpect of barbarity ag 
infatiable in punifhment fhort of death; as there 
was at the time of their imprifonment no humay | 
probability of their all coming out alive; nor \@ 
did they ; fome of thefe being in the number 
of the prifoners carried off by the plague in that 
prifon, 
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*In the fame month eighteen others were com-c H A P. 
mitted to the Gatehoufe Wefltminiter, by war- ue 
rants from the Duke: of Albemarle, four of ai 
which number died there of the contagion. shag 
But now having profecuted their vindictive 
meafures to imprifonment, little fhort of mur- 
der, the devouring peflilence continuing to cut. 
off multitudes of the citizens, and little or no 
trade ftirring, the poorer people grew difcon-: 
tented: The melancholy ftate of the city, and 
general diftrefs of the citizens, damped the fury 
‘of perfecution in the city for the prefent; and 
-, this calamity of the plague being the next year 
fucceeded by another little lefs diftreffing, a de- 
ftructive and extenfive conflagration, the fuc- 
ceflive and extraordinary fymptoms of divine 
difpleafure difcouraged, (or the neceflary care 
' for the relief of the diftreffed citizens diverted 
the attention of) the government and magiltrates 
from’ profecuting the diflenters as hitherto, in 
order to apply it to more prefling exigencies ; 
fo: that this people in the city of London had: 
a refpite of fome years, wherein they were fuf- 
fered to hold their meetings with lefs aifturb- 
ance.! | : | 
Amongtt the great’ numbers who laid down Death and 
their lives in prifon in the courfe of this Weare td 3 
was Samuel Fifher, with whom the reader hath fiber. 
been’ before made acquainted }.that he was a 
man “of great parts and - literature, formerly a 
parifh preacher at Lydd in Kent, but voluntarily 
relinquifhed his: benefice of near two hundred 
pounds per annum, and joined in fociety with 
the baptilts. In the year 1655 he was convinc- 
| ed of the truth, as held by the people called 
Quakers, and through obedience thereto became 


a faithful 
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cu aP.a faithful minifter of the, fame, and travelled 


Si 


1665. for the propagation of righteoufnels both am 


brought to Guildhall, where refufing to take, the aim 


HiSeal ORY of re 


much in the exercife of his minifterial labour’ 


England and foreign parts. At Dunkirk in Flan 
ders he had good fervice in teftifying againt a 
the idolatry of the prielts and friars, and preacheli 
ing to the Englith garrifon there. He afterwardg4 
travelled on foot, in company with John Stubby aa 
over the Alps, and through Italy to Rome, where Wig 
they bore faithful teftimony to. the caaety ti 
truth, and again{ft the fuperftitions of the. rely 
gion of that place; they alfo,, diitributed fome ae 
books amongtt the ecclefiafticks there, and when ia 
their fervice was over pafled away. without AQ si 
le{tation. But although he efcaped perfecution! 
abroad amongift the Ronianifts (among{t whole aM 
pernicious tenets Proteftants have ranked the Wey 
perfecution of Hereticks) he met, with his: ful) 
jhare of it amongft the profeffed proteftants ab gm 
home, his fufferings being very great after hip ym 
return. to. England. The greatelt part of the foug ai 
lait years of his hfe he {pent in prifon; for, ini 
1661 he was-feveral months .a-prifoner in, the 
Gatehoufe in , Weltminfter: Soon after his, re, 
leafe he was illevally apprehended, as before y¢, i 
lated, fent to / Bridewell, and after fome time ¥e 


oaths he. was committed to Newgate, and. con; 9M 
fined there, about jtwelve -months. And: in, a 
fhort time ;after; his difcharge was taken again Wy 
at Charlewood in Surry, and committed to the @e 
White Lyon prifon in Southwark,, where . after t 
near two years imprifonment, on the laft day of | 
the month called Auguft, he finifhed his courle @¥ 
in this life, in perfect peace with God; in good Bg 
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not more on account of the eminence of hisc Ha P. 
natural parts and acquired abilities, as a {cholar, il 

© than of his exemplary humility, focial virtues, 
and circumfpect converfation as a chriftian: In 
meeknefs inftru€ting thofe who oppofed him, 
and labouring inceflantly by his. difcourics and 
by his writings to propagate and promote true 
chriftian praCtice and piety. tive 

. Along with him. was taken at the farhe meet- Jofeph Fuce 
ing,and committed to the fame prifon, Jofeph 

Fuce, who alfo laid down his life there, a pri. 

foner, for the teftimony of a good confcience. 

In the work of the miniftry he had travelled 
through feveral countries ; his gift being ina 
peculiar manner adapted to the convincing of 
gainfayers, he was frequently engaged in dii- 

putcs with independents, baptilts and other 
preachers. *'He was a man of a patient and 

meek [pirit 5. very laborious in the work of the 
miniftry ; and, .as: well:.as his brethren, a deep 

fuflerer on account of his religious .perfuafion, 
andireligious difcharge of duty: in. the year 
1655, being on his travels in the exercife of myers 
gofpel labour, he was taken up»by order of | the with defiyn 
mayor of Arundel,.and lent to Portfimouth to be 
thipped for Jamaica, among a company. of dil- . 
orderly perfons, who had been convitted and 
fentenced to. tranfportation for their vicious 
courfes. By what means he efcaped this vunde- 
ferved. punifhment doth not appear, but it is 
reafonable to fuppofe. that, in confideration of 

the ‘barefaced illegality of banifhing a fubject 

not only unconvicted, but legally charged with 

no crime, fome of the more temperate and pru- 
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CH AP, dent magiftrates muft have releafed him, ..¢ fy’ 
780 7660, being at a meeting at Deal, after theine 

aon furrection of the fifth monarchy men, feveral. 
Again im. armed men and others rufhed in, and took thence 
Me ciling ot JO!ePh Fuce and twenty-three others ; they were 
the fifth’ all committed to Sandown caftle, and there kept 
monarchy feyeral days and nights, their friends not. be 
ing allowed to bring them either food to. eat, or ! 

ftraw to lie on. Afterwards he and another | 

friend were removed to Dover caftle, where their! 
treatment was {till more barbarous. ‘They were | 

kept locked up with five others of their friends 

within two or three doors in one room, from § 

which they were permitted no egrefs on any | 
emergency, however urgent, not even to anfwer i 

the neceffities of nature; neither were their,’ 

friends allowed accels to them to bring them’™§ 
neceflaries; for the marfhal had charged his 

fervant that he fhould permit nobody to come 

near them, and the man having fhewn them 

fome little favour, was turned out of his place;iij 

and another fubftituted therein more fuited. to; # 

the marfhal’s difpofition.in a fimilarity of tema | 

per; for when one of their wives had come fix” 

~ miles to bring her hufband fome neceflaries,) he 

Grofly a. Would not fuller her to fee him. Jofeph Fuce; 
buied Yor taking an opportunity to remonftrate to the 4 
reproving nae ie 2 Oe 
themar- marfhal again{ft the unreafonablenefs of this. | 
fa crue! ufage, was anfwered with a volley of oaths 
and execrations, which profanity being very * 
wounding to the ears of this religious man, he 
thought himfelf in point of duty obliged to 

-bear his teftimony againft it, by a ferious rea 

proof, for which he met with treatment more 

cruelly 
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cruelly fevere, The marfhal, exafperated toCH A P. 
rage, caufed him to be dragged headlong down | Se) 
feveral ftone! fleps, into a dungeon, under the “je 
bell-tower, overrun with filth and with vermin, 1095- 
toa degree which decency recoils to defcribe, 
without aperture for light or air, only fome 
holes cut in the door. ‘There he was kept two 
days and two nights without fire, candle, ftraw, 
or any thing to lie on but an old blanket. Af- 
terward when he got fome ftraw for a bed, for 
want of air, through the damp and ftench of his 
difmal lodging, it was nd wonder he fell fick ; 
and after nine days confinement in this conta- 
: gious hole, he feemed at the point of death, 
, when the fear of being queftioned for murder- 
ing him, incitéd the cruel marfhal to let him 
‘out, and fuffer him to return to his fellow-pri- 
foners, with whom he continued feveral months, 
till releafed by the king’s proclamation. He 
-was alfo confined in Ipfwich jail fome time, for 
refufing to\ take the oath of allegiance, and at 
laft laid down his life in the White-lion prifon, 
Southwark,. as above related. ‘ 

In this year alfo William Caton departed this oe 
life at Amfterdam. His fervice was much in sca: 
that country ;' of his religious difpofition, con- 
-yincement and qualifications for ufefulnefs in fo- 
-eicty, a pretty full account having been given, at 
his fir{t introduétion into this hiftory, it feems 
unneceflary to enlarge thereupon here, further 
than to remark that befides his literary accom- 

lithments, and religious converlation, * being re-- 
markable for the courteoufnefs and affability of 
his difpofition, he engaged the general efteem of 
NaWWV.OL, tle ete off i thofe 
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Oxford, pafs 
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AS the plague ftill continued its ravages ia 
mile act, the city of London, the parliament was conven- 


HISTORY or: rue 


acquainted with him. His pers ff ' 
fon while living, and his memory after his ree 9am 
moval, were much refpected, even by perfons of he 


confequence in that ftate. 1 ua 


Ont Hin Ae PaaicXIV; 

The Parliament convened at Oxford pafs thé} 
Five-mile A&.—Friends fuffer by this AG" 
though not made againft them.—Several Friends 
come from the Country to London to vifit and’ 
help their Brethren in this calamitous Seafon. . 
—George Fox ftill a Prifoner at Lancafter. 
from thence removed to Scarborough Caftle— 
Where his Imprifonment is very fevere.—H, 
Friends debarred from vifiting him.—Several 
Perfons come to difpute with him.—Menaces 
added to the Rigour of his Imprifonment.—At laf 
by Application to the ‘King he obtains his Re- 
leafe.—The City of London laid wafte by Fire. 
—Bull and Mouth Meeting-houfe deftroyed.—~ 
Grace Church-/ireet Meeting-houfe built 
George Fox travels through feveral Counties to 4 
London.—His Labour and Travels in eftablifb-. 
ing Difcipline amongst his Friends.-—Differtation 
on Difcipline. 
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ed this year at Oxford: but the joint calamities c 
of war and peftilence, which at this time dif- 
trefled the city and the nation, feem to have made 
no profitable impreflion on the members of this 
parliament, fo as to incline them to a better 
temper towards the non-conformifts ; for inftead 
of being humbled in their minds, or mollified 
in their tempers; inftead of fympathizing in the 
general diftrefs, or conforming to the occafion, 
and attempting a reformation of the diflolute 
manners of the age, as if neither war, petti- 
lence, or any fymptom of divine difpleafure, 
were calamities of equal magnitude, with the 
exiftence of non-conformity, they proceeded to 
enact a frefh penal law, commonly known by 
the name of The Oxford five-mile act, which ree 
ceived the royal affent October the 31ft, 1665. 
It was entitled, dn ad to reftrain non-conformifts 
from inhabiting corporations ; -the preamble to 
which fets forth, “ that divers Parfons and 
‘ others in holy orders, not having fubfcribed 
“ the aét of uniformity, have taken upon them 
«© to preach in unlawful aflemblies, and to in- 
«© {til the poifonous principles cf {chifm and re- 
“6 bellion in the hearts of his Majefty’s fubjects 
‘ to the church and kingdom: Be it therefore 
«© enacted that all fuch non-conformift minifters 
“© fhall take the following oath, 
“ 1 A.B. do fwear that it is not lawful, 
< upon any pretence whatfoever, to take up arms 
“© geainft the king ; and that I do abhor that 
“ traitcrous pofition of taking arms © his autho- 
<¢ rity again/t his perfon, or againft thofe that are 
“ commiffioned by him, in purfuance of fuch ¢om- 
“ miffions ; and that Twill not at any time endea- 
“© wour any alteration of government in church or 
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This bill 
oppofed in 
the houfe o 
lords. 


Hei sr OfR OF THE 


© And all fuch non-conformift minifters thal 
‘© not after the 24th of March, unlefs in pafling ae 
“¢ the road, come or be within five miles ki We 
<‘ any city, town-corporate or borough, that 9% 
‘ fends burgeffes to parliament, or within fivé Mi 
“¢ miles of any parifh, town and place, wherein @ 
“‘ they have, fince the act of oblivion, been § 
“© parfon, vicar or tcCturer, &c. or where they ie 
¢ have preached in any conventicle, on any WM 
‘© pretence whatfoever, before they have fub; & 
- feribed the abovefaid oath, before the jutlt, 
“ces of peace at the quarter feilions for the} i 
county in any court, upon forfeiture for every _ 
*¢ fuch offence of forty pounds, one third to the am 
“© king, another third to the poor, and a third | 
“ to him that fhall fue for it. And it is further } 
‘© enacted, that fuch as fhall refufe the oath 7a 
“ aforefaid, fhall be incapable of teaching any ii 
** public or private fchools, or of taking any : 
‘<< boarders or tablers to be taught or inftruct- 4% 
“‘ ed, undey the penalty of forty pounds, ta be Bi | 
“¢ diftributed as above. Any two juftices of | 
“© peace, upon oath made before them of any iM 
‘© offence committed againft this a, are em- 7 
** nowered to commit the offender to prifon for @ 
“¢ fx months without bail or mainprize.” 

This bill met with great oppofition in the 
thoufe of lords, upon account of its enforcing 
an unlawful and unjuftifiable oath. Even the 
Farl of Southampton (Clarendon’s intimate 
friend, who in concert with Archbifhop Sheldon, 
Ward, Bifhop of Salifbury, and their creatures, 
is faid to be the contriver and promoter of this 
act) was ftrenuous in the oppofition, declaring 
the oath to be fuch as no hone/t man could take: 


But the heat and paflion of party prejudice pre- 
vailed 
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vailed againft propriety, reafon and humanity, ¢ H 4 P. 


and the bill was pafled into a law. XIV. 


Now though this a€& was principally aimed at “~~~ 
the Prefbyterians and Independents, who had 1665. 
formerly enjoyed the emoluments of the church, 243!) 
fo called, and been incumbents of parifhes, yet this te 
it was alfo frequently enforced againft the people ea 
called Quakers, who, becaufe for confcience-lake gainttihem. 
they could not fwear, were upon this law profe- 
cuted and imprifoned, as well as the other nu- 
merous penal laws of this reign. 

The peftilence having carried off, according 
to moft accounts near one hundred thoufand of 
the inhabitants of London, in the courle of this 

ear; and amongft them many af the people 
called. Quakers, who left many poor widows 
and fatherlefs children ; and this people, from 
their firft exiftence, having been diflinguithed 
for their charitable regard towards, and care of 
each other, this calamity of confequence muft 
awaken their tender feelings: But the number 
of objets demanding their brotherly ailittance 
and attention at this period, proving too bur- 
denfome for the men, who held occafional -meet- 
ings in the city, for the.purpofe of providing for 
the neceflity of the poor; they called upon fome 
of the moft grave and tender-hearted of their 
female friends to be affiftants to them in this 
neceflary care, who readily complying, met tor 


this purpofe once a week at Londen. 


Such was the fraternal regard, and feeling Several 
fricnads 


fympathy which prevailed amongt{t this people, cose wires 
at this time, that not only the refident inhabi- the country 


to London, 


tants were exercifed in this care; but feveral, «5 ira chide 


-as George Whitehead, Alexander Parker, Jofiah sfittance in 


the needful 


Cole and others felt themfelves incited, ‘by the care in this 
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CHA P.pointings of duty, to come out of the country tee 


XIV. to London, as with their lives in their hands, in § 
“~— faith in divine protection, and refignation tothe } 


whatever might be permitted to befal them ;- to 


{trengthen and encourage them by their exam 4 
ples and exhortations to keep up their meetings; 4 
to edify them with their gifts; and to vifit and | 


$665. divine will, to fuffer with their. friends there, iM 


L, 
Wh 
nan 
i { 


comfort the fick and imprifoned; and through Way 
ail were mercifully preferved from the infection, ye 
and from imprifonment in this feafon of dan. “ig 
ger. ee 
George Fox In the mean time George Fox, whofe folicitude By 


if 


Rill a pri- 


foner at for the welfare of the fociety which he had been # 


Fancalter. firft made in{trumental to gather and eftablith, | , 


was unremitted, found himfelf fecluded from the“) me 
opportunity of extending his paftoral and pa, GMM 


ternal care towards them in this feafon of their 4 


accumulated diftrefs; having been for three: 


years kept a prifoner fo clofe, that to his friends: 
he was as aman buried alive. We left him a.) 


prifoner in Lancafter caftle, under a clandeftine 
-fentence or record of premunire, whence the 
neighbouring juftices, who had been active in 
his profecution, perceiving that the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings againft him at the aflizes, being pub- 


lickly known, and freely canvafled, expofed them — 


to public cenfure and difrepute, determined to 
exert their endeavours ta procure his removal 
to fome remote prifon, as the moft probable 


means to make the general diflike of their con- | 


Hisenemies duét die away. In order to effect their purpole, 
mifre- , ; 
prefentati- it feems they fent up fome virulent, though 


, jae a groundlefs, accufations to the king and council, 
him remov- and obtained an order from them to remove him 


ed rom "from Wancattés; accompanied with a letter from 


thence to 
fome other : the 
prifon, Se 
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the Earl of Anglefey, importing, “* that if thofec H A P. 
‘“‘ things were found true again{ft him, with XIV. 
«© which he was charged, he deferved no mercy.” “~~ 
Thus when men are once tempted to tranfgrefs 1665. 
the bounds of rectitude, they too frequently en- 
deavour to cover their former errors by the 
commiflion of more and greater, Thefe men 
well:-knew they could convi& him of no offence, 

but his confcientious declining an oath, or their 

prefent ‘I]-will would have incited them to have 

done it; yet to erafe the memory of their paft 
injurious conduét, they add wrong to wrong, 

by hidden mifreprefentations, rendering him ob- 
noxious to government in order to fereen their 

own mifconduét, and fatiate their malice, by ag- 
gravating the unmerited fufferings of a man 

who had done them no wrong, 

When they were prepared for his removal, He isin 
the undey-fheriff and bailiffs fetched him out Gr gonlequencs 
the caftle, when he was fo weakened by lying io. ea 
in that cold, wet and fmoky prifon, that bee. 

=e . ° weak cone- 

could hardly go or ftand. They took him into dition, 
the jailer’s houfe to Colonel Kirby and others, 
who called for fome wine to give him; but con- 
fidering them as the principal authors of his im- 
rifonment, he, who detefted all infincerity, 
would not accept their fhew of kindnefs, when 
fuffering fo feverely under the effects of their 
malice. The horfes being ordered out, he defir- 
ed to fee their order, if they intended to re- 
move him, infifting “ that he was not the 
‘© king’s prifoner, but the fheriff’s ; for they 
and all the country knew he was not fully 
heard at the laft aflize, nor fuffered to fhew 
‘¢ the errors in the indictment, which were fuf- 
& ficient to quafh it: But they all knew there 
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c HAP. was no fentence of premunire pafled pol 
“IV. «him, therefore being ftill the fheriff’s pris 
—Y— «« foner, he again defired to fee their order.” . 
1665. : ; guhes 1h 4 
But they would fhew him none but their fwords) 
and inflead thereof haled him out, and _ lifting » 
him upon one of the fheriff’s horfes, hurried 
him that night fourteen miles to Bentham, 4 
though he was fo very weak, that he was hardly 4 
able to fit on horfeback; he was treated with 
much rudenefs and incivility, which gave him | 
occafion to remark to the officers, that he re. (ay 
ceived neither chriftianity, civility nor humanity 9 
from them. a 
ey © At Bentham being delivered into the cuftody 
Scarbo- of a frefh guard, he was taken on to Gigglel- 3m 
ue “f wick that night, although exceeding weak and 3a 
weary: All this while he was kept in ignorance “am 
of the place of his deflination; and upon his # 
enquiry of fome of the foldiers, who guarded ae 
him, whither he was to be fent? Some of them | 

told him ‘* beyond fea ;” others ‘ to Tinmouth “qj 
‘¢ caftle.”’ Being guarded thence to York, by 
troopers under Lord Frecheville, he fell into .@@ 

better hands, for they treated him with civility; ‘4 
admitted his friends to vifit him on the way, 04 

and allowed him two days reft at York, from ¥ 
whence the marfhal and four or five foldiers 
conveyed him to Scarborough caftle, his appoint- 

ed .prifons rec : 
where his One may naturally imagine the Lancafhire jul- 
ae ees tices muft have made a dreadful reprefentation 
fevere. of the danger to be apprehended from him (al- 
though they had no matter of fac to fuppoyt 
their charge) for he was here clofely confined, 
like a prifoner of ftate, under a military guard, 
_a fentinel being placed on his room in the ae 
tle 5 
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tle; but he being fo weak as frequently to faint, C HA P. 


for a while they permitted him at times to walk 
out for air, with a fentinel to attend him. He 
was foon removed from his firft room to ano- 
ther, little better, if not worfe, than that in 
which he was confined at Lancafter, being 
fo open as to admit the rain, and exceed- 
ingly offenfive with fmoke. Infomuch that 
the governor, Sir Jordan Crofland, in com- 
pany with Sir Francis Cobb, coming one day 
to fee him, having a little fire, the room was 
fo filled with fmoke, that they could hardly find 
their way out. He laid out about fifty fhil- 
lings to keep out the rain, and prevent the 
{moke ; which when he had done, and thereby 
made it tolerable, he was removed into another 
fill worfe, without chimney or fire-place, fo 
open to the fea-fide, that the wind drove in the 
rain fo violently, that the water poured in upon 
his bed and about the room, till he had it to 
{kim up with a platter. And when his clothes 
were wet, being without fire to dry them, his 
body was benumbed with the cold, and his fingers 
{welled to double their natural fize. “Few or 
none of his friends would be fuffered to come to 
him, even to bring him food, wherefore he was 
under the neceflity of hiring others to do it. 
Againtt this hard treatment he pleaded the in- 
dulgence which ul received from the Romans, 
-who were not chriftians but heathens. But at 
‘the fame time whilft his friends were debarred 
from admiffion to him, numbers of others were 
freely admitted, whom curicfity drew to gaze 
upon him, or who came to difpute with him. 
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cHaAvp. Of thefe latter he had vifitants of moft de q 
Y- nominations, I'pifcopalians, Prefbyterians andPa, } 


one pits, particularly of the laft (the governor being 


vera j 
eae peat teized with the advancing of their doétrines, “i 
pre ya asthe infallibility of the Pope, and fuch like; } 

but he feemed feldom at a lofg for a fuitable @ 
. Teply to all that came to difcourfe or difpute } 
with him, being actuated through all with an } 
innocent boldnefs in confuting error, and con. 
tending for the true faith according to f{cripture 9 
teftimony. ; 
Menaces 


addedtothe +0 the rigour and hardthips of his imprifon, 
rigour of ment, his keepers added frequent menaces in 
peierri- order to terrify him. ‘The deputy governor once 

told him, That the king, knowing he had a great 


intere/t in the people, had fent him thither, that if 


there fhould be any Jftirring in the nation, they 
foould hang him over the wall. He replied to 
this menace, If that was what they defied, 


and it was permitted them, he was ready, for he 
never feared death or fufferings in his life ; but 
qwas known to be an innocent, peaceable man, ’ 


Sree from fiirrings and plattings, and one that 

Sought the good of all men. 
At length his patience having furmounted the 
hardfhips he was expofed to, and his innacence 
pleading in his favour with his keepers, they 
gradually relented, relaxed their feverity, and 
finally became favourable and refpecttul to him. 
The oilicers would frequently fay, he was as 
ftiff as an oak, and as pure is a bell,.for we 

could never bow him. 

1666. . Alier he had been a prifoner in Scarborough 
Atlatby caftle above a year, he laid his cafe in writing 
ra et before the king, relating the manner of impri- 
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fonment, and the hard treatment he had met CHAP. 
with; fubjoining, that he was saformed:that, no. 2" 
man could deliver him but the king. himfelf. 
His friend Efquire Marfh exerted his endeavours 
to procure fuccefs to his application, and through 
the mafter of requefts, obtained the king’s order 
for his releafe, the fub{tance whereof was, * that 
‘© the king being certainly informed that George 
‘© Fox was a man principled againtt plotting and 
s* fighting, and had been ready at all times to 
‘ difcover plots rather than make any, &c. 
‘ therefore his royal pleafure was that he fhould 
‘© be releafed from his imprifonment.” As foon 
as this order was obtained, it was quickly brought 
to Scarborough, and delivered to the governor, 
who upon receipt thereof iramediately difcharged 
him, and gaye him the following paflport. 


| nn a) 


«< Permit the bearer hereof George Fox, late 
$¢ q prifoner here, and difcharged by his ma- 
_& jefty’s order, quietly to pals about his law- 
s¢ ful’ occafions, without moleftation. Given 
under my hand at Scarborough caftle this 
& aft day of September, 1606. 


« JORDAN CROSSLANDS, 


«¢ Governor of Scarborough cattle.” 


George Fox when he received his releafe was 
willing to make the governor an acknowledg- 
ment for the civility and kindnefs he had lately 
fhewn him, who would not receive any thing, 
but told him, ‘ Whatever good he could do 
«© him or his friends, he would do it, and never 
«¢ do them any hurt 2? which promile his con- 
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cH A? fequent conduc made good, being humane *and 
XIV. favourable to his friends through the remaindér ¥ 
1665, OF his life. a | 
The city of It was juft at this time (after the city and Me 
pores. Luburbs, of London were fo greatly depopulated @ 
by fire. by the plague) that the faid city was laid in athes 
by a dreadful conflagration, which broke out in aye 
. Pudding-lane, over againft the place where the yy 
Monument is erected, whereby in a few days’ 4 
time the greateft part of the city within the ™# 
walls was confumed : ‘lhe inhabitants, in amaze. 
ment, terror and defpair, were forced to flee for @ 
their lives, with what goods they could fave, into Wy 
Moorfields, where they lodged in huts and tents, “y 
Many families, who were laft week in opulence, |} 
were now reduced to great diftrefs ; and for the 
{pace of three days it fpread devaftation, and 
baffled all human exertions to {top its progrels, 
At laft it ceafed almoft as wonderfully as it be- 
gan; when all huiman efforts failed, it feemed to 
die away, and be extinguifhed on every fide, as 
by a peculiar interpofition of providence. i 
Various were the conjectures formed concern. 
ing the caufes and authors of this .conflagra- 
tion; but as no inveltigation led to certainty, 
what caufe it arofe from, why may we not fafely 
acquiefce in the opinion of the molt pious aiid 
religious fort of that age, who alcribed it to 
the vifitation of heaven upon a city fhamelefsly 
immerfed in vice and immorality, and which 
had not been fufliciently humbled by the pefti- 

lence of the foregoing year? 
Bull and Vhe Bull and Mouth meeting-houfe being de- 
Mouth _. ftroyed by the fire, the meetings of this people 
hou dee continued to be held regularly as they fell in 
ttroyed,  Courfe in their other meeting-houfes, which had 
efcaped, viz. Wheeler-f{treet, Peel, Devonthire- 
. houle, 
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houfe, &c. and they had fome refpite and eafec H Ay. 
from violent perfecution and difturbance for a 
feafon, until the city was in a great meafure re- : 
built, sod 
But their numbers increafing, they had the gc 
courage and refolution, in faith, to build a church- 
hew meeting-houfe this year in White-hart ean 
Court, Grace Church-ftreet, which from its cen- heute 
tral fituation became afterwards the place for 
their yearly meetings. Here, as well as in other 
places, they met with frequent difturbance by 
the trained bands and informers, being many of 
them often haled out by force, and often for- 
cibly kept out, they were obliged to hold their 
meetings in the ftreet. 
It appears a manifeft evidence of divine pro- Remark. 
teétion, fupporting and profpering this fociety, 
that they were not only preferved fteadfaft to 
the truth in which they believed, in patient re- 
fignation to the divine will, and a blamelefs de- 
meanour toward mankind, under a fucceflive 
train of fevere trials; but continually encreafed 
their numbers, with the powers of the world 
again{t them. 
‘The hiftory of this people from their firft rife 
10 this time prefents onc continued feries of per- 
fecution, through the fucceflive yevclutions of 
overnment; the fecular powers, urged on by 
the ecclefiafticks, to whofe power and e:molu- 
ment their principles were adverfe, exerted eve- 
‘ry effort, fhort of capital punifhment, to leflen 
‘their numbers, and {top their progrefs, and from 
‘man they had little countenance; yet notwith- 
‘{tanding, by the fupport of the divine hand, 
the fociety encreafed, fo that they were now be- 


‘come a numerous body. 
, i. 
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CHAP. As foon as George Fox was freed from his “Pe 


XIV. long confinement, he proceeded as ufual in his 
“Y= religious labours and fervices. He paffed through 
eke part of Yorkfhire, Derbytfhire and Nottingham. 
travels —fhire, vifiting his friends, and having many largé 
troveh and edifying meetings amongit them; notwith. 
counties, ftanding fome attempts to have him taken again, ~ 

which were fruftrated, for perfecution was ftill 
hot in fome counties. So proceeding fouthward. # 
through divers counties he came to London; 
but he was fo weak with his cruel and hard impri- 
fonments for the greateft part of three years, 
and his joints fo {tiff and benumbed, that it was . 
with dithculty he could mount his horfe or | 
alight. Bh, 
ofthe e«. ~—-t He numbers and the exigencies of the fociety 
tablifhment being encreafed, as before remarked, he faw it | 
eS difeip. Neceflary to encreafe the number of meetings of | | 
Tine. difcipline, for the good government of the _ 
church. ‘he fervice of thefe meetings feems ~ 
to have gradually opened, as the ftate of the fo. 


ciety required. In the year 1660 we have ta- \§ 


ken notice of a general meeting for church af. 
fairs, held at Skipton in Yorkfhire, which had © 
then been held fome years, wherein the bufinefs 
was confined to the taking an account of 
their fufferings, and to the making collections 
for the relief of their poor. Afterwards quar- 
terly meetings were eftablifhed in London and 
in other parts, which in addition to the former 
fubjects of attention, had the charge of the re- 
putation of the fociety, to watch over the mem- 
bers, and admonifh and exhort fuch as might 
appear diforderly and uncircum{pec in their con- 
verfation, not agreeable to the ftrictnefs of their 
religious profeflion; befides the women’s meet- 

ings, 
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ings, which had chiefly the care of poor widowsC HAP. 
and orphans. But during his {tay in London XIV, 
at this time, he felt it his concern to recom-\v—~ 
mend the eftablifhing five monthly meetings of 1666. 
men and women in that city, to tranfact fuch ae 
matters as had before been the employment of 
the quarterly meeting, and to unite in a gene- 
ral meeting once in three months as before, for 
mutual counfel, advice and deliberation, in re- 
lation to the common affairs and care of the 
whole body in the city. Having ftaid here to 
fee his recommendation in part reduced to prac- 
tice, and his friends fettled in comely order ; 
the advantage refulting therefrom appeared to 
him fo evident, that he found it his duty to 
make a progrefs, firft through the adjacent coun- oe le 
ties, afterwards many of the more remote, to dry plces 
ret thefe monthly meetings in like manner elfta- i alee 
blifhed amongft friends throughout the nation ; lifhment of 
having a clear view opened to his mind of the sen 
method and order, wherein the monthly and 
‘quarterly meetings were lo be eftablifhed and 
‘ conduéted, which he communicated by letter to 
{uch counties as be could not vifit in perfon, 
and to his friends in Scotland, Ireland, Holland, 
Barbadoes, and the continent of America ; 
whom he afterwards vifited in perfon, to afliflt 
and promote the regular eftablifhment there- 
of. ; 
After monthly meetings were eftablifhed, the The fervice 
. : rh alts of monthly 
fervice of them {till extended. George l'ox BET ot carituas 
his circuit through the counties, petened (to eseudes 19 
London; there he perceived the expediency ii ee oe 
the monthly meetings taking cognizance of the marriages. 
_ orderly proceedings towards marriage, and there- 
fore recommended, That propolals of miar- 
“* yiave 
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CHA P.* riage fhould be laid before the men’s monthly 


Geo. Fox 


travels un- 


der much 


weaknifs of fs a aes : fet 
body to fet- pafled through in his difmal prifons, as him. # 
tle monthly 


wiectings, 


“* meetings, that friends might fee, that the rela. Maa 
tions of thofe who proceeded to marriage were ip 
fatisfied, that the parties were clear from other | ie 
“* engagements, and that widows had made proe 
‘¢ vifion for their firlt hufband’s children before 
they married again, and whatever other enqui-' 
“ ries were neceflary for keeping all things clean’ @ 
and pure, in good order and righteoufnels, to ‘ 
the glory of God.” | i 
Thus was this valuable man engaged in long | f 
and painful travels, under great infirmity of body. 


in confequence of the hardfhips, he had lately , 


Lal 
ras 


felf exprefleth, “* I was fo exceeding weak, ic 
‘¢ was hardly able to get on, or off my horfe’y fag 
“ back; but my fpirit being earneftly engaged : 
“in the work the Lord had concerned me in, and # 
<¢ fent me forth about, I travelled on therein, | 
“¢ notwithftanding the weaknefs of my body, 
«¢ having confidence in the Lord that. he oul ae 
“© carry me through, as he did by his power,” i 
From London he continued his travels to other Beam 
counties, ’till the meetings for difcipline were j 
fettled in all, or moft parts of the nation, where- me 
by the care over the members of the fociety was ‘oy 
widely fpread, and the body became compacted 
together in a mutual concern for each others i 
temporal and fpiritual profperity. The difci. @ 
pline which George Fox was fingly inftrumental 
thus to eftablifh, notwith{tanding the contemp. @ 
tuous light in which he has been viewed, and Gam 
reprefented by fundry writers, bearing thé marks Hi 
of a peculiar wifdom in the contrivance, and @ 
goodnefs of heart in the ends in view, realized In 
the beneficial effeéts it then had, and hath fince WG 
continued to produce, fees to demand a par- 4 

ticular 
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ticular difquifition in a work of this nature, andc Hap, 
this appears the proper place to introduce it. IV, 

——, 
1666, 


A DisserTATion. on the DiscIPLINE 
exercifed amongst the People called Quakers. 


Sree os A ep psaad Bs 


The firft meeting for church affairs that I find Firft moet- 
any clear account of, was held at Skipton in its cf dC 
Yorkthire, whether occafionally by particular stipton, 
appointment, or at certain ftated times, doth 

not appear. Of this meeting, the nature and 

ufe is defcribed by George Fox in his journal 

as follows: ‘ To this meeting came many 

« friends out of moft parts of the nation ; for 

“jt was about bufinefs relating to the church, 

«© both in this nation and beyond the feas. Se- 

‘¢ veral years before, when | was in the North, 

« [ was moved to recommend to friends the fet- 

<: ting up of this meeting for that fervice ; for 

«© many friends fuflered in divers parts of the 

“ nation, their’ goods were taken from them 

“© contrary to law, and they knew not how to 

* help themfelves, or where to feek redrefs ; 

“ but after this: meeting was fet up, feveral 

<¢ friends, who had been magiftrates, and others 

“© who underftood fomething of the law, came 

«“ thither, and were able to inform friends, and 

« affift them in gathering up the fufferings, that 

“ they might be laid before the jultices, judges 

‘* or parliament. This meeting had ftood feveral 

«¢ years, and divers juftices and captains had 
«Come to break it up; but when they under- 

«® {tood the bufinels friends met about, and faw 

s- friends books and accounts of collections for 
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Quarterly 


meetings. 


Monthly 
tucetings, 


‘ the relief of the poor; how we took care, 
“one county to help another, and help our 
** friends beyond fea, and provide for our poor, 
** that none of them fhould be a charge to their 
‘* parifhes, &c. the juftices and officers confefled 
“¢ that we did their work, and would pafs away 
** peaceably and lovingly, commending friends 
“* practice.’ By this account it appears as if 
this was a general meeting for the whole nation, 
or a great part thereof, and fixed in this town 
asa central fituation, the greateft body of : this; 
people in the earlieft times being in the North. |. 
But about the year 1666, the fociety being . 
encreafed, and their fufferings multiplied, it be, f 
came requifite to eftablifh a mecting of difciy\, 
pline. in each county, to be held once a. quarters i 
and afterwards again to fubdivide thefe into :feey4 
veral monthly, meetings, which order is coney) 
tinued to this day. ; | sip oie hea: a 
‘Thefe were termed monthly meetings, becaufe) 
in the moft general way, they were appointed to ' 
be, held once a month; yet as exigency, and, 
multiplicity of bufinefs, in large cities particue yy 
larly, pointed out the neceffity of fhorter intets,..1 By 
vals, fome are held every two or three weeks, 4 
and fome at greater intervals. They are allo. 
in fuch places compofed fometimes of the mem- ., 
bers of one particular meeting only ; but moft 
generally through the counties conhit of feveral , 
contiguous mectings ; and in this cafe it is the 4 
practice in many places tor friends of each pare | | 
ticular meeting to hold a preparative meeting, | 
to enquire into the ftate of the fociety in that 
meeting, in refpeét to want, to general conduct, 
or to the fufferings of their members; and to 
appoint reprefentatives to report what may ap- 
pear 
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pear needful to the monthly meeting. Four or © HA P. 


fix particular meetings ufually compofe a monthly Se 
or general men’s meeting. 1666. > 


Thefe monthly meetings alfo are fewer or 
more in number in each refpective county, as 
the number, fituation and circumi{tances of the 
members in each might render moft expedi- 
ent. 

‘The fetting up of monthly meetings did not Quarterly 
occafion the abolition of quarterly meetings ; mectines 
but the former taking upon them the aE CTHRRENE Dates 
part of the difcipline, which had before employ- 
ed the latter, it appeared conducive to general 
benefit, that the quarterly meetings fhould {till 
continue, as fuperintendent and afliftant by ad-. 
vice to the monthly meetings. It was therefore 
agreed, that all the monthly meetings in a coun- 
ty fhould, by their reprefentatives, and other 
members, conftitute the quarterly meeting for 
that county, which all the moft zealous, and 
judicious friends, in a general way thought it 
their duty to attend, for the mutual communi- 
cation of their fentiments, the advice and help 
one of another, efpecially when any bufinefs 
feemed difficult, or a monthly meeting was ten- 
der of determining a matter. Thefe monthly 
and. quarterly meetings in fome counties were 
fixed, or held moftly in the fame place; in 
others they were held in rotation at different 
places, as the members found it moft conveni- 


ent. 

«Sometime after monthly and quarterly meet- Yearly 
ings were eftablifhed, viz. in the year 1669, arpeaniaas 
was found expedient, and agreed upon, to hold a 
a general mceting in London, reprefentative ee 
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xiv. where any of the fociety were fettled, which - 
U—~ having been thenceforward held annually, is de. 
i665. nominated the yearly meeting in London. : 
This meeting is cont{tituted of reprefentatives 
deputed from each quarterly meeting in Eng. } 
land, from the half-year’s meeting in Ireland, 
‘ and fometimes from other parts, yet without. 
reftraining any member in unity with the fo. 
ciety from attending. And fuch places in Fu. 
rope and America, as by their remote fituation 
cannot conveniently fend reprefentatives thereto, 
keep up a correfpondence with this meeting by . 
epiltles. Qn 

~ But as the firft eftablifhment of the yearly meet. | 
ing was ina time of great fuffering under a multi- , 
plicity of penal laws, the collecting accounts of thele 
fufferings in order to lay them before government. 
and feek redrefs, took up much of the attention 
of that meeting at that time, as appears from the’ 
queries of that meeting, the three firft of which © 
are, 1. What prefent prifoners? 2. How many 
difcharged laft year? When, and how? 3. How 
many died prifoners? As many exigencies in 
fuffering cafes might arife in the intervals be- 
tween the yearly meetings, demanding a more 
{peedy application for relief than the delay in 
waiting for the fucceeding yearly meeting might 
occafion, pointed out the expediency of eftablifh- 
ing a committee of correfpondence in London and 
the feveral counties and other places, to be confult- 
ed in the intervals between the yearly meetings up- 
on any emergency ; ‘The members appointed cor- 
refpondents in London, with others who may be 
in the city, meet the fixth day in every week, 
for the purpofe of confidering and confulting 
upon fuch matters as may be laid before aD 
oy, 
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by any of the country correfpondents ; particu-C H A P. 
larly any fuffering cafes of friends that may want seen, 
their counfel or affiftance: and from thence is 

‘ ane ‘ 1666. 
called the meeting for fufferings, and 1s a meet- 
ing of record. 

‘This ceconomy hath ever fince fubfifted a- Advantage 
mongft this people, whereby the great ends of Gitihese 
religious fociety, real devotion of heart towards 
God, a careful and circumfpect converfation, in 
righteoufnefs and honefty amongft men, and the 
mutual edification of each other in love, have 
been materially promoted, and a people difperf- 
ed in fundry quarters of the world rendered 
a compact body, engaged in a zealous and mu- 
tual concern for the promotion of peace and 
piety amongft themfelves and mankind in ge- 
neral. F 
For by this ceconomy the care of the body at 
large may be conceived to extend to every mem- 
ber; and on the other hand, every member to 
become accountable for his conduct to the body 
at large, as well asthe object of their brotherly 
aid, if his fufferings or want demanded it. Vor 
the part being always confidered as fubordinate 
to the whole, and the lIcfler meetings to the 
more general for direction, -afliftance and 
advice; particular meetings to the monthly 
meetings, monthly to quarterly, and the quarterly 
meetings of the counties to the yearly meeting 
in London: And the religious care devolved upon 
each meeting over its: own members, operating 
within its own fphere ; that of particular meet- 


_ings exercifed in the infpecting of the ftate, the 


conduct or the neceflities of the members and 

families belonging to them refpectively : Again, 

the quarterly meetings taking cognizance of the 
L 
cate 
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CH A Pp. ftate and reports of the monthly meetings, giv: 
XIV. 


SS. is ° As ; 
1666, Mg as exigency required; and collecting from 


ing them counfel and inftruétive advice, accord. 


their reports, a general report of the ftate of the [iy 


fociety in the county, to the yearly meeting, by | 
which intelligence the faid meeting is furnifhed. 


with the fubjeéts of their deliberation and ad- (a 


vice: The refult of which deliberations, and the 
advices appearing requifite to the ftate of the 
fociety, are generally tranfmitted to the counties: | 
in an epiftle from the faid yearly meeting. 


ois motel, I. 
Of the Manner of conducting thefe Meetings, 


No member From thefe meetings of difcipline no mem- 

io 7’ bers of the fociety are excluded ; but every one 

cietyex- jn unity hath liberty to attend and exprefs his 
suetngs ar fentiments with freedom in the fear of God, 

difcipline. upon the fubjeét matters of deliberation ; but 

the fenfe of the fubordinate meetings, in parti- 

cular cafes, is generally underftood by the repre- 
fentation of their deputed reprefentatives. No 

chofen or deputed officers prefide in their meet- 

ings, after the manner of the affemblies of 

other focieties, ® ‘* Chrift only being their prefi- 

«* dent, as he is pleafed to appear in life and 

<¢ wifdom in any one or more of them; what- 

“ever be their capacity or degree, the reft 

‘* adhere with a firm unity, not of authority, 

“© but conviction, which is the divine authority, 

“¢ and the way of Chrifl’s power and fpirit in 

| 7 Tans 


h William Pena’s Rife and Progrefs, 


suv vo C207 O9N Oeil eee 
4 Hie =p niyoarm vir jitean edi le eviacyo't bee A ABS 


: musts .soivha avituriiai Deus lokeaore eral gai Lonel 

Te etl gailslias Sanu phuvtipet omegtve ee Bit, Aang 

a ails lo sitet oils to proces fa sis nm ,anogot os 

4a , yao vyiesy Sm =| yinUOD on} yiotoat , 

S (adiirtnt ai quite tial a oonaatltotant doirtw 

jig bag noberndilab sist to alka salt. chair 7 

Be iis Lite painkierouilas doidlw Yo tlic edt Spo 
Boat) }) seit al! of wiliepyy grtimegge solv be 
Laltencs ai os haiedgent ylronog se yeh ai 
’ ‘Sutin yitesy bid ody mero oRigs as of > hos 


un 7T3 9-2 


auriishh Sadi galBalney smash ai 40. . 
=e e ~ | 
ina va sailgidlii Yo agains sled, ort 
one Fisve ted. ; bobulaxe ow V2i00) vl 19 Lepr” . 
ad tteig2s bas boosts of yredil med yim 
bef To ast oft ai sobosit hiv wacom oe 
sod ; nedewdilsb to eto Beidvt sf moqu 
- .ticq ot ryatrsser stenilrodul sda Yo erst oe 
signi sili ys boolabay yUsrsuay a won isla 
olf) esvinunglerysx homed toddlt to aonsust 
 .tsorn violi ai sbilsiq eoodlo hagas 10 asleds 
\o asiiderte od: To sans od yothey ack, 
erg ‘ial yatad ylao Did * © -asitstgal x3Mo 
lings SU nl aagge 1 balay ut of ae gmbh 
-julw ymedi lo siom te 980 yte Mm moktig 
for sty ysoigeh 1 yiowqea tists ad 1s¥a 
(horde Yo tom pein sot « sie yodbe 
Oirortan otivily oils af dotda nolPavgoa zac? 


ni thik bag two 2 Rint lo. tow oft bar » i 
sid - el 
Barqgor'T bar US vant small 4 - 


PEOPLE carrey QUAKERS. 167 


“his people ; making good his blefled promife, C H A P. 
<¢ that he would be in the midft of his, where 02 
“© and whenever they were met together in his aye 
« name, even to the end of the world.” obs 
Yet they have a clerk ‘in each meeting, Who Records of 
- generally undertakes See offite Woluntarilysat‘the faire: 
+ ° : ceedings 
defire of the mecting, whofe bufinefs is to take kept. 
down minutes of their proceedings : For in all 
thofe meetings, yearly, quarterly and monthly, 
a regular record is kept of all their proceedings, 
appointments and fubjects. of deliberation ; of 
their colle@ions and difburfements generally 
ina diftinét book; of the fafferings of their 
members and other necefiary matters ; and as for 
thefe purpofes they have feveral feparate re- 
cords in jundry parts, different members are en- 
‘waged in keeping them in regular order, one 
undertaking the care of one record, and another 
of another. . 
And as the bufinefs of thefe meetings is of a Meetings 
folemn and religious nature, they are preceded ee 


by a folemn meeting of worfhip ; that friends by ceded by a 
united worfhip, and waiting in conjunction for ouhive 
the influence of divine wifdom and power, may 
thereby feel their minds properly prepared to 
aflit in the weighty bufinels of the day; for it 
js a principle of belief with them, that under 
the influence of the holy fpirit this difcipline 
was originally eftablifhed, and that the fame di- 
vine influence is the requifite qualification for 
conducting it with propriety to edification, as 
well as for the work of the miniftry, and every 
‘other fervice of the church. William Penn, in 
the treatife before quoted, records his experience, 
«© ‘That thefe meetings being opened, and ufu- 


«¢ ally concluded in folemn waiting upon God, 
coe 
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a | 
he is fometimes gracioufly pleafed to anfwet # 
“‘ them with as fignal evidences of his love and} 
*¢ prefence, as in any of their meetings of wor.’ 
“¢ fhip.”’? And it appears almoft felf-evident,', 


eis, F 
i 


that a number of men fitting down together 4 
under an awful fenfe of the prefence of the All. 
feeing eye, the witnefs of their tranfactions, and 
of the frame of their hearts, are under the pro. 
pereft temper of mind for deliberating and de. 
ciding upon the fubject of religion and its cons 
cerns. 


Sin Ee. YT: Ill. 


Of the Objects of Difcipline in the fundry Mette ™ 
ings. 


Il MonTuLy MEETINGS. 


The monthly meetings may not be improperly “# 
termed the executive power of this fociety, as it » 
is their bufinefs to apply the rules of the difci-. 
pline to the particular cafes and exigencies of | 
the individuals. The fubjeéts of their enquiry 
and‘dealing will not improperly be defcribed in 
the order that the enquiries of the quarterly — 
meeting are made into their care; as contained | 
in the following queries, which are anfwered by 
each monthly meeting to the quarterly meeting. 

«* y, Are meetings for worfhip and difcipline 
© duly attended; and do friends avoid all un- 
“* becoming behaviour therein ?”’ 

«‘ 2, Are love and unity preferved amongft 
«© you, and do you difcourage all tale-bearing 
* and detraction?” : 
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“2, Is it your care by example and precept C HA P. 
to train up your children in a godly conver- a 
fation, and in frequent reading the holy fcrip- 666 
tures; as alfo in plainnefs of fpeech, beha- 
yiour and apparel ?” 

«“ 4, Do you bear a faithful and chriftian tef- 

«¢ timony againft the receiving or paying tithes, 

‘¢ priefts demands or thofe called church rates ?”’ 

«© 5, Are friends careful to avoid all vain 
“ fports, places of diverfion, gaming, and all 
unneceflary frequenting of ale-houfes or ta- 

“© yerns, excefs in drinking, and intemperance 
© of every kind ?” 

«© 6, Are friends juft in their dealings, and 
“ punctual in fulfilling their engagements, and 
“ are they adviled carefully to infpect the {late 
« of their affairs once in the year !”’ 

6 4, Is early care taken to advife and deal 
¢ with fuch as appear inclinable to marry con- 

“¢ trary to the rules of our fociety; and do none 
“© remove from or into your monthly or two 
“ weeks-meetings without certificates ?” 

«© 8, Have you two or more faithful friends 
“© deputed in each particular meeting to have the 
“ overfight thereot £ and is care taken when any 
« thing appears amifs that the rules of our dil- 

«¢ cipline be put in practice 2” 

Of the zeal of the members of this focietyin | 
the attendance of their religious meetings, this tae 
hiftory abounds with remarkable inftances : 
‘neither penal laws, perfonal abufe, long and 
hard imprifonments, lofs of fubftance, nor the 
profpet of banifhment, could damp the ardour 
of their zeal in keeping them up, evidencing, 
that peace of mind, refulting from difcharge of 
duty, was of more confideration with Re 
than 
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© HAP. than flefhly eafe or worldly enjoyments. At thi q bs 
XIv. time, the fociety being compofed of members, | nf 
““v~ who, having received their religion, not by jay 
1666. tradition or education, but by convinces‘ 
ment of their underftandings, and conver. 
fion of heart, aéted upon principle, and attend. 
ed meetings, froma conlcientious perfuafion of 
_ duty. Although in thefe perilous and fuflering q 
‘ times fome were concerned to encourage and | 
{trengthen their brethren herein, yet I appre, 
hend at this time it was not needful to engage’ 
much care of the monthly meetings, to incite 
them to a duty, of the obligation whereof they 3 
were inwardly convinced. But in procefs of 
time, individuals falling from their firft love, 4 
were for introducing fleth-pleafing doctrines and § 
a temporizing difpofition to evade fuffering, 
which occafioned the following minute of the 
yearly meeting, 1675. : 
« Tt hath been our care and practice from the: 4 
“ beginning, that an open teftimony for the ee 
© Lord fhould be borne, and a public ftandard 
< for truth and righteonfnefs upheld in the 4 
<¢ power and fpirit of God, by our open and)” 
«‘ known meetings, again{t the fpirit of perfe-», 
“ cution that in all ages hath fought to lay 
“¢ “wafte God’s heritage, and that only through 
“<¢ faithfulnefs, conftancy and patience, victory 
« hath been and is obtained: So it is our ad- 
“¢ vice and judgment that all friends gathered 
<< in the name of Jefus keep up thefe public 
“¢ teftimonies in their refpective places, and not 
*° decline, forfake or remove their public aflem- 
*¢ blies becaufe of informers, or the like perfe- 


“© cutors; for fuch practices are not confiftent 
“with 
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‘‘ with the nobility of truth, and therefore notc HAP. 
‘© to be owned in the church of Chrift.” cag’ 

Others afterwards born in the fociety, and eek 
holding the profeflion of their religion in the ate 
form, .as the. religion of their education, with- 
out effectually fubmitting to the converting 
power thereof, giving way to thoughtleinefs, or 
fecujar engagements, grew yemifs in this reafo- 
nable fervice, the neglect whereof gave occa- 
fion to its becoming an efpecial part of the care 
of monthly meetings to apply their endeavours 
to remedy this deficiency. Vhe means they em- 
ployed for this purpofe were earneft exhortation, 
directed to convince them of the reafonablenefs 
and obligation of this duty ; exciting them by 
powerful perfuafions to a diligent attendance of 
religious meetings, not only on the firft day of 
the week, whereon even the laws of the land 
prohibit us to tranfaét worldly alfairs; but to 
manifelt their love to God and devotion to duty 
by facrificing that portion of time on other days, 
fet apart for the important purpofes of worthip- 
ing God, and edifying the body in love. ‘Vhefe 
endeavours were frequently ufed by members de- 
puted by the monthly meetings, when the defi- 
ciency of any member was obvioufly remarkable, 
and fometimes in a more private way, aS any | 
friend found a concern on his mind, to labour 
with a brother for his good. 

Love, the charatteriltick of difciplefhip, and 
unity, the bond of fociety, were cultivated with, 97" 4 
uncommon care amongft them, and eminently unity. 
diftinguifhed thofe of the firlt’ generation, * it 
« being” (as William Penn teflifies) ‘* a com- 
« mon remark in the mouths of all forts of peo- 
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“* meet and worfhip God, and help one another, 
«© be any mark of primitive chrifltianity, they | 
“had it in an ample manner.” In this age they 
had many fkilful) watchmen, and efpecially 
George Fox, who were diligent in detecting the : 
approach of every danger of weakening or dif. QW} 
folving the bonds of amity and unity, and faith. a 
fully warning, and carefully guarding, the dif. Hae 
ferent clafles of the fociety again{ft the danger, 
as we have feen in the cafe of James Naylor, and | 
fhall further have occafion to remark in the" 
fequel. 5 

‘As to the preferyation of love and unity in 
general, the difcipline of this fociety extends - 
only to caution and admonition; but in fome 
cafes where ambitious, envious or refractory {pl J R 
rits have arifen to head a party, and caufe rents, 
and divifions in the fociety, they have been con-: 
{trained, for preventing the evil confequences, 
publickly to teltify againft them and their prac “/j 
tices; but fuch inftances have been rare, there 
being, I believe, no fociety that have been more’ 
¢areful to maintain unity, or avoid the occafions © 
of contention than this. 

And as to differences about matters of pro- 
perty, it is an eftablifhed rule with them that 
all difputes on this account between two mei 
bers be referred to the determination of judi- 
cious and impartial men cholen by the parties 
from among their brethren. Vor brother to go 
to law againft brother among them, is deemed 
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utterly a fault, as among the primitive chriflians, c 11 4 P. 
eS 


and commencing fuits at law, except in cafes 
of neceflity, and with the confent of the monthly 
meeting, is deemed an abfolute breach of good 
order, cognizable to the fociety. By this branch 
of difcipline much expence, perplexity and vex- 
ation is faved to individuals, and matters as 
juftly determined, as by purluing them through 
the intricacies of the law. 

And as private animofities and differences a- 
bout matters of property have a tendency to in- 
terrupt unity, introduce contention, and propa- 
gate parties and divifions in the church, it hath 
been the care of this fociety in their colleCtive 
capacity to give warm.and prefling advices to 
monthly meetings to put a fpeedy end to all dif- 
ferences arifing amongft them; and as the origi- 
nal of private animofities or diflike is often 
from reflections and infinuations tending to in- 
jure the reputation one of another, the latter 
part of the query is properly fubjoined, *direct- 
ing to the difcouragement of tale-bearing and 
detraction, as being an unchriftian-like: practice, 
having a tendency to fow difcord among bre- 
thren. 

We come now to the third head of difci- 
pline, and that a very important one, the reli- 
gious education of youth, which appears, efpe- 
cially in thefe early times, to have engaged the 
care and attention of the church in a degree pro- 
portioned to the importance thereof, both by a 
conftant recommendation, that parents fhould in- 
ftru& their children in the principles of the 
chriftian religion, inure them toa frequent read- 
ing of the holy fcriptures, to habits of indu(try, 
temperance and fobriety ; preferve them from 

; corrupting 
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© HAP. corrupting company, and inftil into them t' aa 


XIV. i 
fenfe of the neceflity and advantages of a reli, 
1666, 8ious circumfpect converfation; as alfo train, 


them up in plamnefs of habit and fpeech, apreeae 
ble to the fimplicity of their profeffion, as well 
as in neceflary and ufeful learning ; and by a 
con{tant enquiry how this advice is put in prac: 
tice. The direction of the yearly meeting on’ iy 
this fubject js, “* wherever a deficiency of this % 
“< fort appears, that monthly and quarterly meet. 
“ings ftir up thofe concerned to their duty a 
« therein.”? Particularly in the year 1731 this 
weighty fubjeé&t feems to have engaged their very f, 
ferious confideration, which produced the follow. : 
ing lively recommendation. ae 4 
“‘ Inafmuch as we have a large body of youth Ue 
growing up, the off-{pring of friends, thefe call | 
for our efpecial care and concern, that they may “ 
be preferved in the way of truth, in which our 
forefathers walked; and in order thereto, we .., 
tenderly recommend to all parents and guare 7) @ 
dians, ie 
“ Virft, that they take heed to themfelves, that °° 
their own fpirits be rightly feafoned and direct. 7% 
ed for the help and good government of their ).3 
children, and then, that they have a conftant 
watchful eye in love over them for their good, ~ # 
and keep them as much as poflible within their 
notice and obfervation, for this we are fenfible 
of, that the mifcarriages of youth have very 
much proceeded from their being imprudently 
indulged, or left to themfelves ; by which means 
they become expofed to the danger of evil ex- 
amples on the one hand, and vicious corrupt 
principles on the other, with which the world 
too much abounds; and therclore we esa 
an 
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and tenderly advife all parents and guardians toc H A P. 


be watchfully concerned in this refpect, and that 
- they, take all proper occafions, both by example 
and inftruction, to help their children: And that 
mothers of children, as well as fathers, (as they 
have frequently the beft opporrunities) would 
take .particular care to inftruct them in the 
knowledge of religion and the holy fcriptures ; 
becaule it hath been found by experience, that 
good impreffions made early on the tender minds 
of children, have proved lafling means of pre- 
ferving them in a religious life and conyerfation, 
This praGice was enjoined ftrongly upon the 
people of Ifracl by Mofes and Jothua, the fer- 
vants of the Lord, who required them to read, 
or repeat, the law to their children; and the 
dpoftle Paul takes notice of ‘limothy’s being well 
inftructed in the holy fcriptures from a child, 
and of the unfeigned faith which dwelt in his 
grandmother Lois and mother Faunice, 2 7 im.'1, 

-, who no doubt had a religious care of his 
education. 

_* But where parents or guardians are deficient 
in fuch their care, we recommend monthly meet- 
ings, that they ftir them up thereto, either by 
vifiting them in their families, or in fuch man- 
ner as in the wifdom of God, they may fee 
meet, that fo the doctrines of the gofpel, and a 
converfation agreeable thereunto, may be maii- 
tained unto all generations. | 
'« And in order to render thefe advices more ef. 
fe€tual, we farther tenderly recommend to all 
heads of families, that they do frequently call 


their children and fervants together, and in a° 


folemn religious way caufe them to read the 


holy fcriptures, and in fo doing, that they hum- 
bly 
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CH AP. bly wait upon God with their families, for {ne Byes 
Wap ftruétion and counfel to them, refpecting chrifs | Lay 
1666, tian faith and practice, according to the former. 
advices of this meeting, particularly that in the a 
year 1706, to which in an efpecial manner we “ai 
refer on this occafion: which is as follows, wiz, Hole 
<¢ Forafmuch, as next to our own fouls, 4 
“ our children and offspring are the mof. immes. | 
diate objeéts of our care and concern, it ig 
«< tenderly recommended to all that are or may 
“ be parents or guardians of children, that they 
<¢ be diligently exercifed in this care and con, 
“¢ cern, for the education of thofe committed to 
“* their charge, that in their tender years the 
<< may be brought to a fenfe of God, his wils 
“ dom, power, and omniprefence, fo as to be 
“© get an awe and fear of him in their hearts, , 
«© (which is the beginning of wifdom) and as 7# 
“ they grow up in a capacity, to acquaint them. 
“ with, and bring them up in the frequent 
“ reading of the fcriptures of truth; and alfo . 
“© to inftruét them in the great love of God, © 
‘© through Jefus Chrift, and the work of falvas 
“ tion by him, and of fan¢tification through hig 
‘¢ fpirit; and alfo to keep them out of the vain | 
<* and foolifh fafhions and ways of the world, 
“and in plainnefs of language, habit and be: 
‘¢ haviour, that being thus inftructed in the way @ 
‘¢ of the Lord when they are young, they may ‘§) i 
‘ not forget it when old; or however, that all 
“, concerned may be clear in the fight of God, @ 
“ that they have not been wanting in their du- 
“ ties to them. And that the labour and tra: \1 
«© vail of friends therein may be more effectual; 
jt is our tender defire that feafonable oppor- 


“ tunities may be taken to wait upon the Lord, 
“© with 
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with your children, in your families, for the © H 4 P. 
‘© manifeftation of his blefled power, to make *1Y- 
“them fenfible of his witnefs and- feed of life apres 
& and grace in their hearts, in order to beget feos, 
‘¢ in them the living knowledge and love of the 

“ truth as it is in Jefus.”’ 

As to the fubjeét of the fourth query, the,,.4 ° 
receiving or paying of tithes, I have before ex- 
plained the grounds of their declining the pay- 
ment thereof, and therefore {hall not enlarge 
upon it here, further than to obferve, that being 
a term of communion, and in their view a tef- 
timony of importance, the violation of this tef- 
timony is a breach of unity ; but monthly meet- 
ings are inftructed to take great pains to convince 
the delinquents (who are molt commonly fuch, 
not froma perfuafion of the claimant having any 
jutt right to thefe demands ; but merely to evade 
fuffering) of their weaknefs or error, before they 
proceed to pafs any cenfure upon them. 

A people honeftly directing their refearches 5. 
after pure religion, and the firft principles Le 
chriftianity, could not be long in difcovering the 
inconfiftency of vain fports and diverfions, fuch 
as theatrical exhibitions, horfe-racing, dancing, 
mufical entertainments, cards, dice, and other 
fpecies of gaming, with the precepts and fpirit 
of the gofpel; to which they are diametrically 
oppofite in their root and origin, nature and 
tendency ; being not the genuine growth of 
chriftianity, but a branch from the cerrupt root 
of gentililm, adopted by profetted chriftians to 
their hurt, ‘This people in their fearch after 
primitive chriftianity, recurring to the example 
and precepts of Chrit and his apoltles, could not 
reconcile thefe diverfions to their practice, nor 
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RLV ee : ”» a 
word you mutt give an account.”’ ** >Pafs thei. 
ae ey hfe g be 


1666. time of your fojourning here in fear.” “ * Ufet 4 
‘ all diligence to make your calling and elec. 


*¢ tion fure.”? *¢ 4 Let no corrupt communication ‘a 
‘© proceed out of your mouth, but that which 
ce 


is good, to the ufe of edifying, that it may, # 
“ minifter grace to the hearers; neither filth “ay 
“¢ nefs, nor tooth talking, nor jefting, which oe ae 
“ are not convenient, but rather giving of}, 
‘¢ thanks. Let no man deceive you by vain % 
“words; for becaule of thele things cometh” 
© the wrath of God upon the children of difo- 
es bediences, i 

Yor thefe and other reafons, they thought it » a 
their duty both to difufe the attendance of vain * 
fports themfelves, bear their teflimony againit +9 4 
them, and make it a point of communion, and vy 
an object of difcipline, that their members fhould ‘ey 
refrain the attendance thereof, or be dealt with 
as tranfgrefiors ; becaufe they looked upon them 
to be unlawful, and evil in theinfelves, and fre. > 4% 
quently an inlet to groilcr evils, efleeming them “7 
as inventions of Satan or degenerate men, to's 
draw the minds of mankind out: of themlelves, ‘xm 
throw them off their guard, deaden_ the convic= \i ae 
tions, and ftifle the voice of God’s witnefs in their 
confciences, fet them at eafe in their fins, and 
lay them open to the deftructive fnares and — 
temptations of the great enemy of their eternal 
happinels. 

The unneceflary attendance of taverns and 
alehoufes having a like tendency to draw into 
unfuitable company, unfavoury difcourfe, riot 
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and excels of drinking, is efteemed an equal ob-C HAP. 
ject of the church’s care, to guard every avenue oF 
ee ed 


to evil by timely caution and admonition ; 


which if it fail, and habitual drunkennels over- Sad 
take any of their members, if repeated gofpel la- 
bour to reclaim them prove inefleual, the party 
is to be teftified againft and difowned. 

Jufticé in, trading and dealing was perhaps 6. 
amongit no people practifed with more f{crupu- nets a 


lous punctuality, and confcientious regard, than 
among{t this people in the beginning, fuch a 
thing as a failure in the punctual payment of 
their debts according to contract, much lefs a 
bankruptcy, was {carce known amongt{t them. 
Being daily liable by unreafonable fines and forfei- 
tures and exorbitant diftraints, to be {tripped of 
all they had, they were extremely cautious of 
contracting debts at all; that the lofles they 
might be expoled to might be purely their own 
property, and not that of others; when they 
contracted them, they were on this account 
very folicitous to pay them at a fhort time. 
Their religious principle again{t every fpecics of 
luxury, and fuperfluity in eating and drinking ; 
in their apparel, and the furniture of their hou- 
fes ;. againtt frequenting alchoufes and vain 
fports 5 reduced their expenfes to the neceflary 
{upport of nature, which they found did not re- 
quire much : And efteeming it a point of duty 
(when not engaged in higher fervice) to be di- 
ligently employed in. their lawful callings, they 
procured thereby more than a fufliciency for 
their own. wants, without invading any man’s 
property. And it had been well for their pol- 
terity, if they had more uniyerfally adopted thee 
prudent maxims of conduct, and carefully 
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Baloo ha OF THE 


cu A P.trodden in their footfteps; but too many of the 
fucceeding generations, giving way to an alfpir- 
ing fpirit, aiming at great things in this world, 
and dire@ing the bent of their minds to the 
amafling of riches, gave occafion to lively and 
warm admonitions of the yearly meeting to re-: 
_cur back to, and imitate the honourable exam.’ 
ples of their worthy predeceflors, particularly to 
the following minute of 1732. ! 


XIV. 


1666. 


ce 
ce 
ce 
(4 
66 
ce 


ce 


<< We find it our duty to remind our refpec- 
tive members, of the remarkable uprightnefs 
and honefty of our friends in the beginning, 
in their commerce and converfe. How exact 
were they in performing their words and pro- 
mifes, without evafive excufes and infincere 
dealings! How careful not to involve them.” 


{elves in bufinefs which they underflood not, {% 


nor had ftock of their own to manage! How 


circumfpect not to contraét greater debts than 


‘they were able to pay in due time! which 


brought great credit and reputation to our re- 
livious fociety. But with forrow, we obferve, 
that, contrary to their example, and the re- 
peated advices formerly given by this meet- 
ing again{t an inordinate purfuit after riches, 
too many have launched into trades and bufi- 
nefs above their ftocks and capacities ; by 
which unjuftifiable proceedings, and high 
living, they have involved themfelves and fa- 
milies in trouble and ruin, and brought con- 
fiderable lofs upon others, to the great re- 
roach of our holy proteflion.” 
“ We therefore recommend to friends in their 
refpective quarterly and monthly meetings, to 


have a watchful eye over all their members ; 
(<4 
and 
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“and where they obferve any deficient in dif- CHAP. 
“© charging their contracts and juft debts in due av 
“ time, fo as to give reafonable fufpicion of 666 | 
“ weaknefs or negligence, that friends do ear- at 
“ neftly advile them to a fuitable care and necef- 

“ fary infpection into their circuin{tances, in 

“ order that they may be helped; and if any 

«¢ proceed contrary to fuch advice, and by their 

‘© failure bring open feandal and reproach on the 

“ fociety, that then friends juftifiably may, and 

“© ought to teftify again{t fuch offenders.” 

In the times whereof I am now writing, there 
feems to have been little or no occafion for ad- 
monition, this people proved by an undeviating re- 
gard to an ‘nternal monitor, that they were fhewn 
what they fhould do, and what the Lord their God 
required of them, to do jujily, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with their God; fo that the firft 
advice we meet with on this fubject is in the 
year 1688, near twenty years after the eftablifh- 
ment of the yearly meeting, and exhibits a {pe- 
cimen of their watchful care againit every thing 
that might difhonour or defile the reputation of 
their fociety. 

«¢ Adyiled that none launch into trading and 
« worldly bufinefs beyond what they can manage 
« honourably and with reputation ; fo that they 
«© may keep their words with all men, that their 
“yea may prove yea indeed, and their nay, 

«¢ nay; for whatfoever is otherwile cometh of 
¢ evil: and that they ufe few words in their 
«© dealings, left they bring difhonour to the 
« truth of God through their forwardnefs ; and 
«© the holy profeffion of his name and wuth: 
«¢’ Such are for judgment, and the judgment of 


« truth ought to be fet over them, that thofe 
«<< who 
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cH ap. § who abide and walk in the truth may be clear 4 


XIV > . . . ain 6 E 
“¢ of their iniquities.”’ : 
aden ‘heir ideas of juflice in‘commerce were not’! 


confined to the regular payment of their jut ’ 
debts; but extended to prevent all deceit or dife 44 
honefty in every fhape ; that the fabrick of their : 
manufactures fhould be made good and fubftan- 
|, tial in their reipective kinds; of jutt and lawful ¥ 
meafure ; and to anfwer the expectations of the * 
purchaler, ‘They looked upon it inconfiftent 99M, 
with ftrict juftice to launch into trade beyond 
their own capitals, or rifque any mans property 
but their own, on the uncertain probability of 
future contingencies. The dame religious care” 
to their words and actions circuinicribed them 
in their commercial engagements, as in every 
other part of life. They found themielves. re- 
{trained from the too common practice of dealers, 
in ufine a multiplicity of words in their deal. 
ing, in which there wantcth not fin, nor yery 
olten deceit, They trufted to their goods (by 
the care and honefty employed in _ fabricating 
them) ta recommend themfclves by their fervice, 
and were very {paring in their verbal recommen; 
dations. ‘hey were at a word in buying and 
felling. Seeking no unfair advantage; in buy- 
ing they at once offered what they thought the. 
value; in felling, at the firft word, told the 
Jowelt price they would accept, nor would the 
habitual method of bargaining in thofe they had 
to deal with tempt them to vary from their fet- 
tled rule. 
1: Vorefeeing the manifeft ill confequences, tem- 
poral and {piritual, which might refult from in- 
termarriages with thofe of different perfuafions, 
both to individuals, to families, and to religious 
fociety 5 
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fociety ; that, if the apoftle thought it expedient ¢ H A P. 
for chriftians all to walk by the fame rule, and mV 
mind the fame thing ; much more thofe who are J 666 
‘connected in this clofe alliance, which makes A 
two as one: But where there is a difference of * 
fentiment and perfuafion about religion and re- 
ligious worlhip, it hath a tendency to di- 
vide afunder thofe who ought to be united in 
the clofeft bonds of ailection and unanimity 5 
to introduce confufion and perplexity in the 
place of harmony and fatisfaGion ; to interrupt 
the peace of families, and introduce diftraétion 
in the great concern of the religious education 
of children: On thefe important confiderations, 
this fociety thought it requilite to make it a point 
of communion, that their members fhould marry 
among themfelves, according to the good order 
e(tablihed among{t them ; and in order to pre- 
vent the confequences to theinfelves and the fo- 
ciety, of individuals violating this rule of dif- 
cipline, an early care and vigilance is recom- 
mended to give fuitable attention, by over- 
ficht, timely admonition and zealous endeavours 
to preferve youth and others from entangling 
themflelvés in improper connections, or joining 
in marriage by a pricft or otherwife, contrary to 
the good order e{tablifhed in the fociety, in or- 
der to avoid the difagreeable neceflity (to pre- 
ferve their regularity ) of teflifying againit them 
as tranfgreflors thereof. 

And in order to a proper knowledge of their 
own members, it is a rule with them, that every 
profedfor amonglt them, who removes his or her 
place of refidence fhall apply for a certificate of 
his or her conduct and converfation, and their 
right ‘to fellowship with the fociety, from the 

monthly 
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CHAP. monthly meeting they remove from, to that théy of 
_,Temove into; and in cafe of negleéing fuch Ai 

1666, pplication, the monthly meeting they remove: 
from is to fend fuch recommendation .as they 
calr give 3 or the monthly mecting they remove» 
to, upon the obfervation of a ftranger or ftran.. 
gers coming to refide among{t them and fre.’ 
quenting their meetings, is to enquire of them 
whence they came, and to write for a certificate 
or character for them. 
* Their way of marriage is peculiar to them * 3): 
and fhews a diftinguifhine care, above other fo.” 
cieties profefling chriftianity, They fay that 
marriage 1s an ordinance cf God, and that God 
only can rightly join man and woman in marriage, | 
Therefore they ufe neither prieft nor magiftrate ; 
but the man and woman concerned, take each | 
other as hufband and wite, in the prefence of 
divers credible witneles, promifing to each other, 
wit) God’s ajfifiance, to be loving and faithful in 
that relation, ll death foall feparate them. But . 
antecedent to this, they firlt prefent themfelves — 
to the monthly meeting, for the affairs of the 
church where they refide ;_ there declaring their 
intentions to take one another as hufband and 
wife, if the faid meeting have nothing material 
to object againft it. They are conftantly afked 
the neceflary queftions, as in cafe of parents or 
guardians, if they have acquainted them with 


their intention, and have their ¢ confent.” 
#0 The 


* Penn’s Rife and Progrefs. 


+ If it be difcovered that any man hath propofed 
marriage without firft obtaining the confent of the 
young woman’s parents or guardians, he is obliged 

to 
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«© The method of the meeting is, to take a mi- CH A P, 
nute thereof, and to appoint proper perfons to X<Y¥. 
enquire of their converfation and clearnefs from “V4 
all others, and whether they have difcharged 1666, 
their duty to their parents or guardians ; and to 
make report thereof to the next monthly meet- 
ing, where the fame parties are defired to give 
their’ attendance.’ In cafe it appears they 
have proceeded orderly, the meeting paffes their 
propofal, and {fo records it in their mecting- 
book. And in cafe the woman be a widow and 
hath children, due care is there taken, that pro- 
vifion allo be made by her for the orphans, be- 
fore the meeting pafs the propolals of marriage : 
advifing the parties concerned to appoint a con- 
venient. time and place, and to vive fit no- 
tice to their relations, and fuch friends and 
/ neighbours, as they defire fhould be witnefles 

of their marriage: where they take one another 
» by the hand, and by name promile reciprocally 
| love and fidelity, after the manner before ex- 
prefled. Of all which preceedings, a narrative 
in way of certificate 1s made, to which the 
faid parties firft fet their hands, thereby con- 
firming it as their at and deed; and then divers 
relations, {pectators and auditors fet their names 
as witnefles of what they faid and figned. And 
this certificate is afterward regiftered in the re- 
cord belonging to the meeting where the mar- 
riage is folemnized. Which regular method, 
where it hath been by crofs and ill defign- 
ing people for want of the accuftomed  for- 
malities of prieft and ring difputed, has been, 
as 


to condemn fuch proceeding in writing, previoully 
to the meeting taking cognizance of the marriage, 


$31 


——s , } ad 70 
“Set Wo -ln 6 sadet oF df gnitsaea’ $01 To horiont oT * 


ws U 


mt ons 


tetra oedw goiese ot ot gnignolod bros 


‘ ‘ 
AAIHAVO aarisas DIOR 


oy atobhoq toqorg tologge 3 bra Tosrsde st 
iWon sbeirtaelas bite Ode wyios ‘ ‘le dup ag 
bowrlatih owed yody Saleen. % tendo th 
ovine ; tuafliaag wo omeneg tady g engi 4 ; 
foo yidinontxsa sdf ot PWrull t10q93 

telg ot bowel ons esiieq sal of oid we 
eult euogge ao wes nl ”.sonnbedoe * 
ved! wtten volyonr odt olla L shganvag sve 
“yiiiom ted: at d cbtossp @ tae logon 
bat woliw «od snow str sies ni bet tne 
ror Mult coos) ovo si x29 Sub jataldido died” 
-od ,ensdas 343 aot ad vii olan of alfe nodliv 
togeitrm to apg Seas itary pais om pelt a0} 
<a0% & Ialuuys ot fen wine wh eedivha 
ot Vt oviy 2 bog” Soehy bas emit tsingy. 
Las ebooid Aol bia jerotuley vtt oo opt 
sitsnjiw od Moh swish varh an stuodsyiag 
tahonh say sdev yoilt srt sogetvaarn teds 
yllanorqien slinoup sates vo big \Baed ods ya. 
“tu wienited reread od) vote Witlshia fain ovol 
vrai h »yibaashag- Baty ite 1 hatg: 
wit thilw ot chem ar states Yo yew 
ao ydanny zbact stodt it fit esiey bea 
emvily nwli lame < besh bax oe tight 40 Yi yout 
evita Wott, it erotibne hig wwminGogl aneielsy 
bi Jleigil hog bial vot) tedw lo edtantiy ag 
“toy Hi Lotwitigon Lemerile af spofirse el 


bition: wlezer doldW  Jbostansict ai ouait «. 
“Hadob Ui hag @ow yd ged diet ot stad 

at becvotivaen 9dt to gage wh glqosg. gti | 
god eel yLeinaqhils yah Lag Doitq bo ssbitem * 


AR 


-* 


(haere vveer Opting ai aa. - { on - 
ystrien st to Someginggs. ! oo 
7 


186 ~- HISTORY of rue 


CHA P.as it deferves, adjudged in courts of law a good 
marniage*.”” 


* In the year 1661, a caufe was tried at’the aflizer i 
at Nottingham, refpe@ting the validity of a friend’s 
marriage. ‘(he cafe was this: ‘wo friends having 
been married amongft friends, lived together as man 
_and wile about two years, when the man died leaving 
| his wife with child, and an eftate in lands of Copy. 
hold ; afterwards another friend married the widow,. 
A perfon near of kin to her former hufband, brought. 
his aétion againft the prefent hufband with a view: 
to difpoflefs them of the land, deprive the child of its. 
inheritance, and poflefs himfelf thereof as next heir 
to the woman’s firft hufband, under the plea <*-That’ 
“* the child was illegitimate, as the parents had not 
“ been married according to law.” In opening the 
caufe, the plaiatiff’s countel taking an indecent lis 
berty of exprefion, too common in fuch cafes, iaf. 
ferted, « that the Quakers went together like brute 
“© beaits,” with other unfeemly expreflions concerning | 
that people. After the counfel on both fides had! 
pleaded, judge Archer opened the caufe to the jury 
iu the fohowing manner:  'Chere was a marriage ‘ini | 4 
«© paradife when Adam took Eve and Eve took Adam, 
s* and it was the confent of the parties that made ai Jt 
“marriage. As for the Quakers he did not know, (# 
“‘ their opinions, but he did not believe they went 
“together as brute beafts, but as chriftians, and 
‘« therefore he did believe the marriage was lawful, 
*¢ and the child lawful heir.” ‘Lo confirm his judg. 
ment he related this cate: ¢* A man that was weak 
“in body and kept his bed had a defire to mar- 
“ery, and did declare before witneiles that he did 
“take fuch a woman to be his. wife, and the woman 
« declared fhe took that man to be her hufband. ‘Vhis } 
“‘ marriage being afterward called in quettion, , all 
‘ the bifhops (he faid) did conclude it to be a lawful 
“ marriage.” Whereupon the jury brought in their 
verdict in fayour of the child. 
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.. The obfervance of the aforefaid ceremo-c Hap 
nies they have refufed: not out of humour, X!V. | 
but -con{cience reafonably grounded ; inafmuch “Y™ 
as no {cripture-example tells us, that the prieft robo: 
had any other part of old time, than that of a 
/ witnefs among the rett, before whom the Jews 
- fed to take one another: and therefore this. 
| people look upon it, as an impofition to ad- 
ei vance the power and profits of the clergy: and 
| for the ufe of the ring, it is enough to fay, 
that it was an heathenifh and vain cultom, and 
never in prattice among the people of God, 
Jews or primitive Chriftians : the words of the 
ufual form, as with my body I thee worfbip, &c. 
are hardly defenfible. In fhort, they are more 
careful, exact and regular, than any form now 
wled ; and it is free of the inconveniencics with 
which other methods are attended : their care 
and checks being fo many, and fuch, as that no 
clandeftine marriages can be performed among 
them.” 
' “© It may not be unfit to fay fomething here of 
their births and burials, which make up fo much 
of the pomp of too many called chriftians. For 
births, the parents name their own children ; 
which is ufually fome days after they are born, 
in the prefence of the midwife, if the can be 
there, and thofe that were at the birth, who 
afterwards fign a certificate for that purpole 
prepared, of the birth and name of the child or 
children ; which is recorded in a proper book, 
in the monthly meeting to which the parents be- 
long, avoiding the aceuftomed ceremonies and 
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cHAp. “ Their burials are performed with the fame 
XIV. fimplicity. If the body of the deceafed bé neat 

“y— any publick meeting-place, it is ufually ‘carried 
1666. thither, for the more convenient reception of 
thofe that accompany it to the burying-ground| 
And it fo falls out fome times, that while the © 
‘mecting is gathering for the burial, fome or. 

. other has a word of exhortation, for the fake 
of the people there met together. After which 4 
the body is borne away by young men, or elfd ¥ 
thofe that are. of their neighbourhood, or thofé 
that were molt of the intimacy of the deceafed 
party: the corps being in a plain coffin, without 
any covering or furniture upon it. At thé 
ground they paufe fome time before they put 
the body into its grave, that if any there fhould 
have any thing upon ther to exhort the people, , 
they may not be difappointed ; and. that the tél) 
lations may the more retiredly and folemnly take 
their laft leave of the body of their departed 
kindred, and the {peClators have a fenfe of mord 94 
tality, by the occaflon then given them to refleé 
upon their own latter end. Otherwife they hav 
no fet rites or ceremonies on thole occafions. 
Neither do the kindred of the deceafed ever 4 
wear mourning ; * they looking upon it asa @% 
worldly ceremony and picce of pomp; and that a 1 
what mourning is fit for a chriftian to have, at” 
the departure of a beloved relation. or friend, (y 
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* N. B. Since-the time this account was firlt publifhed, Annd 99 

1694, fome of the poltericy of this people have vifibly de. 
generated from the primitive plainneis of their predeceflors in 
this refpeét; neverthelefs the collective fenfe and judgment of 
the church herein, remains the fame, as is maniteft by the 
frequent advices given forth from their yearly and other mect~ 
ings. 
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fhould be worn in the mind, which is only fen-c HA P. 
XIV. 


fible of the lofs : and the love they had to them, 
and remembrance of them, to be outwardly ex- 
prefled by a refpect to their advice, and care of 
thofe they have left behind them, and their love 


of that they loved. Which conduct of theirs, 
Hi though unmodifh or unfathionable, leaves no- 
4. thing of the fubftance of things neglected or 


undone: and as they aim at no more, fo that 
fimplicity of life is what they obferve with great 
fatisfaction ; though it fometimes happens not to 
be without the mockeries of the vain world they 
live in? Thus far William Penn. 

However obnoxious this fociety may have 
been to unmerited calumny on other accounts, 
their charity hath been too obvious not to pro- 
cure general approbation; for while they have 
been particularly attentive that nothing fhould 
be wanting to the neceflary fupply of their poor, 
that there fhould be no beggar amongit them, 
nor any fent to the parifh for relief; and that 
their children fhould partake of neceffary learn- 
ing, and be put out apprentices to fuitable 
trades; at the fame time they have chearfully 
paid their quota to the poor of their refpective 
parifhes ; _ befides private donations by many 
amongft them to proper objects of any denomi- 
nation, which they never defired fhould be known; 
their religion being of that caft, which inftruct- 
ed them to do good to all, but efpecially to the 
houfhold of faith. 

The fentiments of thefe people on this fub- 
je may be perceived from the following extract 
{rom an epiftle of Stephen Crilp. 

«© Concerning practical charity ye know it 
« is fupported by liberality, and where liberality 


“ ceafeth, charity waxeth cold ; where there is 
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the one is fparing the other is {paring ; and! 
therefore let every one nourifh charity in the 
root, that is, keep a liberal mind, | a_ heart 
that looks upon the fubftance that ‘is given 
him, as really beftowed upon him for the fup- 
port of charity, as for the fupport of his 
own body; and where people are of this 
mind, they will have a care of keeping back 
any of God’s part; ‘for he hath in all ages 
in a mot fingular manner efpoufed the caule!, 
of the poor, the: widow and the fatherlefs, 
and hath often by his prophets and miniflers 
given a f{pecial charge to rich men, that they 
fhould look to it, that they were faithful (\@ 
{tewards of what they poffeiled. a 
‘© Now as concerning the neceflities of the 
poor, there is great need of wifdom, when . 
ye meet together about that affair ; for though , 
the worthinels or unworthinefs of perfons is ' 
not to be confidered in judgment, yet in this 
it is; and you will find fome that men have © 
made poor; fome that God hath made poor, | 
and fome that have made themfelves poor, 
which muft all have their feveral confidera- 
tions, in which you ought to labour to be 4 
unanimous, and not one to be actuated by an’ ¥ 
affetion to one more than another, but 
every one to love every one in the univerfal | 
fpirit, and then to deal out that love in the 
outward manifeftations thereof, according to 
the meafure that the Lord in his wifdom work- 
ing in you, fhall meature forth to them.” 
“¢ “And as to thofe who by ficknefs, lameneds, 
age, or other impotency ere brought into po- 
verty by the hand of providence, thefe are 
your peculiar care, and objects pointed out to 
ce you 
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f * you to beftow your charity upon, for by themc H A P. 

)) the Lord calls for it; for as the earth is the, *'% 

* © Lord’s and the fulnefs thereof, he hath by his “| ¢¢¢ 

© fovereign power commanded that a part of what rie 
“© we enjoy from him fhould be thus employed. | 

“ The Hraelites were not to reap the corners of 

“ their fields, nor gather the gleanings of the 

“ corn of vintage, thefe were for the poor. And 

“ in the time of the gofpel, they were, on the 

) * firlt day of the week to lay by a part of what 

/?  & God had bleffed them with, for the relief of 

“ thofe that were in neceflity; nay, they did 

“ not confine themfelves in their charity to their 


F “ own mectings, but had an univerfal eye 
ca through the whole church of Chrift, and 
; upon extraordinary occafions, fent their be- 


“ nevolence to relieve the faints at Jerufalem in 
“ a time of need; and all that keep in the 
“ puidance of the fame univerfal fpirit, will 
“ make it their bufinefs to be found in the fame 
“ practice of charity and good works; to do 
** sood, and communicate, forget not, faith the 
“ apoftle. They then, that forget not this chril- 
“ tian duty will find out the poor’s part in the cor- 
“ ners and gleanings of the profits of their trades 
“ and merchandizings, as well as the old Uraelite 
“ did in the corners and gleanings of his field ; 
“ and in the diftribution of it, will have a re- 
“ gard to comfort the bowels of fuch who are 
“ by the divine providence of God put out of 
“ a capacity of enjoying thofe outward comforts 
“ of health and ftrength, and plenty which 
/ « others do enjoy; for while they are partakers 
“ of the fame faith, and walk in the way of 
“ yightcouluefs with you, they are of your 

“ houfhold and under your care, both to vifit, 


‘and to relieve as members of one body, of 
‘© which 


tar 
Wi HO miedl yd wil cogs yuted wokted on 1 
VIE ott > tea % ‘ad? ag OL ih t Te atlea bro t sift : 
~ ail vd chest od hostels doulut oda bas otro. 


ROO’ 


~ 


7 s<¢ _ J 
B@ATAATLO azaias 22702 


duther Yo tq & 35 ‘dj hobrecenon 230 aigiotsvol 
sg valegets: aun od Liweorl) anid 
le atsato> ae aad ot Jot sts’ str ™ 
eilt th eyniana’a wll rode 20R ethibet wails f 
haé Wray yth sat orvw vlolt vaguely at] mica * 
sifma ,2teu \ oly lecloy oi Wo oenti orld ai 
nalw te neq «ed yel-on adesy od te eb tha & 
io Jailos off tet  chiw: sosdt botsid hed bow 
bib yall yan § yaiflacen ni otuw 26dy Shod? 
via oF xemta todt mt asvisladt sailao gon 
evo Idhsvizu om bed nl vgnieom owe 
bug Jind? je deine obathw. ort ‘Ayton 
-ad vied: Jasianolgaso qiadihaomize dequ 
ni orelalirw|, ia inte ods oveilay of sonslovast 
adi at ced dt Me bow + boontdo matt) & 
tiw ative tdsoeiaw ool od: to a 
sted gilt ai Bavel od of alemilod:sisd 3) oalgar ” 
ob wi jalww leog hag ysivels Ye soifsang. 
sil) did Jon ayet siitmames baw , 
Anh aid) pon Jental tail eto wil oid 
<wooth at iaqe rocxped) we bea. tliw here 4 
éahant volt lo eitow adi lo myoinialy bas stom" 
githeed! Lio adver flow 2g. 2gnisihnedon bas ™ 
phhott iil tu ogitinmly beaunsiieo si nt bah ™ 
“ark ond Miw .t do qottudivibh edi al ina? ‘J 
ote ait (ladt te slawod wilt tralia of br 
hvtes icy bed to somabivarq — wit ¥ 
erwhiites byewiee shod) aeiyojee . 
Halil nian. Las tyra brn mee 
Giada, ore ple olubw wl | yon ata 
to guwr oly ot allow Dax to 
Hiey tO ote youl PUT ee ae 
eihy ot lod ; 
At) wtbad mae 
vidy * 


Hie LORY Or one 


which Chrift Jefus is head, and he that 
giveth to fuch poor lendeth to the Lord and’ 
he will repay it. 
“ But there is another fort of poor, who make % 
themfelves poor through their floth and care-, 
leffncis, and fometimes by their wilfulnels 
being heady and high-minded, and taking 
things in hand that are more than they can 
manage, and make a flourifh for a feafon,: 
and through their own. neglects are plunged “7% 
down into great poverty thefe are a fort the ay 
primitive churches began to be troubled with- ay 
al in the early days of the gofpel; for the’ 
apoltle took notice of fome that would not 
work at all, and fharply reproved them, and 
faid, They that would not work should not eats 
and thefe are commonly a fort of bufy-bodies, ye 
and meddlers with others matters, while they, @ 
neglect their own, and run into a worle way, ie 4 
than unbelievers, while they profefs to be be: ie 


lievers, yet do not take due care for thofe of 
their own houfhold. “a 
«<The charity that is proper to fuch, is to 
give them admonition and reproof, and to. § 
convince them of their floth and negligence pnd 
and if they fubmit to your reproof, and are Le 
willing to amend, then care ought to be taken ' 
to help them into a way to fupport themfelves Mi 
and fometimes by a little care of this kind, — 
fome have been reclaimed: but if they will ¥ 
not receive your countel and admonition, but | 
kick again(ft it either in their words or actions, 
friends will be clear of fuch in the fight of 
God ; for it is unreafonable in them to expect 
you fhould feed them, who will not be ad- 
viled by you, becaule they iifolve the obliga- 
tion of fociety by their diforderly ss 
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+ § for our communion doth not ftand only in fre-c HAP. 
: ‘* quenting meetings, and hearing truth preach- XIV. 
Bg i. ed, but in regulating the life and converfa- —~—~. 
~~ & tion by the principle and fpirit of truth, and 5666. 
_ therein both the rich and the poor have tellow- 
'  & fhip one with another. | | 
There is another fort that are made poor by 
cruelty and oppreflion; by long imprifonments, 
and fpoiling of their goods: Thefe opprefled 
poor cry loud in the ears of the Almighty, and 
he will in his own time avenge their caufe: But 
in the mean time there is a fympathetic tendet- 
nefs to be extended towards them, not knowing 
how foon it may be our turn; and if there be 
) need of counfel and advice, or if any applica- 
tions can be made to any that are able to deliver 
them from the oppreflors, let all that are capa- 
‘ble be ready and willing to advife, relieve and 
; help the diftreffed ; This is'an acceptable work 
of charity, and a great comfort to fuch in fharp . 
afflictions, and their fouls fhall blefs the inftru- 
ments of their eafe and comfort. 


OM ge ea ov 
Of ee Method of Dealing with Tranfgreffors. 


» Having given a general yiew of the fubjects 

_ of the chriftian difcipline amongit this people, 

. 1 proceed to their method of dealing with fuch 

* as violate the laws of virtue and morality, and 
the rules of this fociety founded thereupon. 

In every external focicty of men there muft 
be fome rules, principles or laws accommodated 
to promote the ends of their confederacy, for the 

Walaa). N regulation 
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CHAP. regulation of ‘the’membets ‘thereof, ‘to Which in’! 
XIV. proportion to their céniorming their conduct and 
666, converfation, they “are entitled ‘to ‘the ‘benefits 
‘and privileges of membership ‘in‘that'fociety. 
“Rulés and laws ‘are in’ themfelves ‘only a dead 
etter. Sanétions are néceflary'to make them ob. 
ligatory. ‘Vhe law, ‘faith the feripture, was ad. 

‘ded becaufe of tran{greflion, ‘i.e. fandhons ‘and 4 
;penalties were antiexed to prevent tranigtefhion, | 
jor declare how the tranfgreflors are to’ be treated, . 
“more or. lefs of ‘which are in every fociety. 
_, Invcivil fociety, laws for the preferyation"of 
“peace and ‘property are eftablifhed. by “human » 
“policy, with” temporal coercion,, confifcation, or 
‘corjoral penalties, the fame principle ’miltakenly 

_applying thefe penalties to tranfgrelhons in ‘Tes 
, ligious jociety,. js perfecution, at’ this’ day ‘very 
_juitly and very génerally ‘exploded,’ "The? fanc. 

“tions of the laiws or’ ‘rules' for the’government of : 

“religious fociet "are,,to, DE drawn," from’ the’ fun- 
damental code, the bible. éfpecially thé new tel 4 


tament, which réftriéts'the utmoft pénalty' meer. /} 


ly to exclufion, without any temporal penalty ; 
whatever. The prefcription of the higheft 
authority was’ this, ‘ If thy ‘brother offend © 
“ thee, tell him between him and, thyfelf; | 
“Cif he’ hear’ thee, thou ‘haft’ gained . thy 
‘© brother; but if he will not hear thee, take 
si with thee one or two more, thar, in the’mouth 
“of two or three witnelles, ‘every’word may 
“be éftablifhed: And if he fhall neglect to hear 
them, tell ir to the church; but if he negle& 
to hear the church, let him be unto thee as a 
' «heathen man and a publican.” 
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To this may be added the following precepts C HA P. 
of the apoftle, 2 Thefl. i. 6. “ We command XIV- 
“you, brethren, in the name otwour Lords. 
s Jefus Chrift, that ye withdraw , yourfelves 1G65- 
‘© from every brother, that walketh diforderly.”” | 
‘And.1 Cor. vy. 11. “ Lhave written unto you,’ 

“© not to keep company, if any man, that is 

© called a brother, be a fornicator, or coyctous, 

“or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 

“or an extortioner, with fuch an one, no not 

« to eat? Vhefe rules and precepts authorize 

and regulate the proceedings of this fociety with 

thofe who tranferels their rules. 


: Yhefe things premifed ; I proceed to lay be- 
: fore the reader a more particular account of 
, ‘the. method of their proceedings in the words 
Ai -of ,William Penn. 

) «It may be expected, I fhould here fet down 


“¢ what fort of authority is exerciled by this 
** people, upon fuch members of their fociety 
« as correfpond not in their lives with their 
“¢ nrofeflion, and that jare refractory to this 
.* good and wholefome order fettled among 
6 them; and the rather,, becaufe they have not 
«© wanted their reproach and fufferings from 
_ fome tongues and pens,, upon this occafion, 
“in a plentiful manner. 

_“ The power they exercife, is fuch as Chrift 
“has given to his own people, to the end of the 
“ world, in the perfons of his difciples, viz. 
‘© To overfee, exhort, reprove, and after long 
“ fuffering and waiting upon the difobedient and 
* refractory, to difown them, as any longer of 

«© their ‘communion, Or that they. will {tand 
“« charged with the behaviour of fuch tranf- 
“< preflors or their converfation, as any of them, 

N 2 “¢ until 
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until they repent. The fubjet matter about : 
which this authority, in any of the foregoing if 


branches of it, is exercifed, is firft in relation 


to common and general practice. And, fe- ai 
condly, about thofe things that more ftridly 4 
refer to their own character and profeflion, jj 


and which diftinguifh them from all. other 
profeflors of chriftianity ; avoiding two ex. 
treams upon which many fplit, viz. Perfe. 
cution and libertinifm, that is, a coercive 
power to whip people into the temple; that 


fuch as will not conform, though againft faith 7 


and confcience, fhall be punifhed in. their 
perfons and eftates: Or leaving all loofe and 


at large, as to practice; and fo unaccounta., i ) 
ble to all but God and the magiftrate. To > § 


which hurtful extrer 1, nothing has more con. 


tributed than the abufe of church power, by :} 
fuch as fuffer their paffions and private in. 
terefts to prevail with them, to carry it to 


outward force and corporeal punifhment. Aw 


practice they have been taught to diflike, by) 


their extream fufferings, as well as_ their 


known principles for an univerfal liberty of : 


con{cience. 


** On the other hand, they equally diflike an 4 


independency in fociety. An unaccountable. 


nefs in practice and converfation to the rules 


and-terms of their own community, and to 
thofe that are the members of it. ‘They dif. 
tinguifh between impofing any practice that 
inmediatcly regards faith and worlhip, which 
is never to be done or fuffered, or fubmitted 
unto, and requiring chriftian compliance with 
thofe methods that only refpect church bufi- 
nef in its more civil part and concern; and 

: “* that 
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“ that regard the difcreet and orderly mainte- CH A P. 
“© nance of the character of the fociety as a fo- ay 
; ‘&s ee aie od 


ber and religious community. In thort, what 
§* is for the promotion of holinefs and charity, 
that men may practife what they profefs, live 
up to their own principles, and not be at li- 
fi berty to give the lie to their own profeffion 
 & without rebuke, is their ufe and limit of 
church power. They compel none to them, 
| but oblige thofe that are of them to walk 
fuitably, or they are demied by them: ‘that 
is all the mark they fet upon them, and the 
power they exercife, or judge a chriflian fo- 
“ ciety can exercile upon thole that are mem- 
“* bers of it. 
: “ The way of their proceeding againft fuch 
‘as have lapfed or tranfgreficd, is this: He is 
“ yifited by fome of them, and the matter of 
«© f4& laid home to him, be it any evil practice 
“ againft known and general virtue, or any 
‘ branch of their particular teflimony, which 
“ he in common profefleth with them. ‘They 
‘© Jabour with him in much love and zeal, for the 
“¢ good of his foul, the honour of God, and re- 
‘ putation of their profeflion, to own his fault 
‘© and condemn it, in as ample a manner as the 
“© evil or fcandal was given by him ; which for 
‘© the moft part, is performed by fome written 
“ teftimony under the party’s hand: And if it 
‘¢ fo happen, that the party prove refractory, 
« and is not willing to clear the truth they pro- 
“ fefs, from the reproach of his or her evil 
“¢ doing or unfaithfulnefs, they after repeated 
“ entreaties and due waiting for a token of re- 
“ pentance, give forth a paper to difown fuch a 
se fact, and the party. offending : Hager ne the 
** Jamie 
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cHA Pp.“ fame as a teftimony of their care for the ho-' © 


‘* nour of the truth they profefs. 
** And if he or fhe fhall clear their profeffion’ 
«* and themfelves, by fincere acknowledgment 
** of their fault, and godly forrow ate doing, 
** they are received and looked upon again as 


~* members of their communion. Tor as God, 


‘* fo his true people, upbraid no man after re. § 
“Spentance.”’ ! 

I have already obferved that the executive 
part of the difcipline is vefted in the monthly 
meetings: But if any perfon cenfured or dif- 
owned be diffatisfied, or think himfelf injured 
by the judgment of any monthly meeting, he 
may appeal to the quarterly meeting of the 
county or province to which the monthly meet- 
ing belongs, where the cafe is heard generally 
by a committee, compofed of members of all 
the monthly meetings, except that from whofe” 
judgment the appeal is made. And if the quar. | 


terly meeting confirm the judgment of the) 


monthly meeting and he be {till diffatisfied, he 
may appeal from their judgment to the yearly 
meeting of London, or in Ireland to the na- 
tional half-year’s meeting in Dublin, where the 
matter is again heard by a committee, from 
which the members of the meeting appealed 
from are excluded. 

It is further to be obferved, that in all their 
proceedings, they endeavour to exemplify the 
fpirit of the gofpel which is love, in earneft en- 
treaties to reftore them, or bring them to a feeling 
fenfe of their mifconduét, that they may expe- 
rience a proper temper of mind to condemn it 
honeftly and fincerely for removing the reproach 


occafioned thereby, and when this is the cafe, 
fuch 
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foch condemnation is frequently accepted, andc H A Py. 
publifhed inftead of a paper of denial, as before *!¥- 
obferved by William Penn. And when they ~~ 
find it neceflary to publifh a teflimony of dil, ee 
unity, it contains no tindture of the fpirit of the| 
excommunications of the Romifh hierarchy, no- 


thing like an anathema or curfe ; but in the pure 


fpirit of chriftianity is concluded with an earneft 
defire or prayer, that they may timely come to a 
feeling fenfe of their mifconduét, and be fayour- 
ed with repentance unto falyation. pha 
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Violent Proceedings of William Armourer in Berk: 
Jhire.—Abingdon Seffion. — Thomas Curtis's 
whole Family in Prifon.—Trial of fifty Pri- 
foners.—The Fury bring them in not guilty.— 
Some of the Prifoners remanded, and ‘the. Oath 
tendered.—The Oath tendered to Anne Curtis, 
who remonftrates againft it.—Twenty premu. 
nired, and two fentenced ta banifhment,—Trial | 
of Fofeph Phipps on the A& for Banifhment.— 

@ Perfecution in Northampton/bire. . 


2 


eu». J)URING the rebuilding of London after the | & 

L~- fire, the heat of perfecution abated for a feafon, 

tA not only in the city, but through the nation in ger. 

neral; Yet in fome parts it was kept alive in the fh 

breafts of fome magiftrates, who {till continued 

to harrafs the members of this fociety with per: 
fevering violence and rigorous treatment. | 

Violent . In Berkfhire in particular, they had been grie; 

proceeding voufly perfecuted and grofsly abufed for a feries 

Armourer. of time from the year 1663, principally through 

in Berk- the antipathy of William Armourer, a juftice of 

peace, and a man of a violent turn of mind; 

his implacability to them inftigated him to ex- 

1663. tend the perfecuting laws of this reign to their 

utmoft feverity, and in cruelty of execution to 


exceed the bounds of the Jaw, in endcavours to 
elle 
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- pffe&t the ruin of his quiet and peaceable neigh- CH AP. 


“~ bours, who had done him no wrong. XV, 

i > a y 
ae From a meeting at Thomas Curtis’s at Read- ~v~7 
» Ing, the 27th of the month called March, 1664, ' "564 


having fent thirty-four men to the county jail 
for being at an unlawful aflembly, he came 
again that day weck, and finding only two men 
there, Robert Paine and John Boult, he com- 
mitted them to prifon after the reft. 
He continued to vifit their meetings from 
‘| time to time, till he had imprifoned moft or all 
| the men, and then he proceeded to imprifon the 
women alfo. And afterwards coming with his 
ufual rage, and finding only a few children and 

young maidens in the meeting, he {truck one of 
them with his ftaff, ordered them to be pulled 
out, and threatened to fend them to prifon, if 
they fhould come thither any more, 

Atthe quarter-feffions at Abingdon, the pri- Abingdon 
foners were called to the bar; but inftead of Measmoled 
legal trial, upon the caufe of their commitment, 
the accuftomed fare was reforted to, the tender 
of the oath of allegiance: ‘The firft, who was 
called, was James Whiteheart, who, coming with 
his hat on, was by the angry juitices ordered to 
be taken away, without bemg queftioned, whe- 
ther he would take the oath or not. 

The next was Henry Pizeing, not a Quaker, Heary 
who coming to the bar, with his hat off, and ronal 
bowing, the judge, Thomas IJolt, faid, ° Here’s 
«¢ a man has fome manners,” and afked him, 
whether he would take the oath of allegiance ? 
to which he replied, “ I have taken it already.” 
But, faidy the judge, “you were no Quaker 
<¢ then.”? Henry replied, “ neither am 1 now, 

& but have been many weeks among them, and 
ss J never 
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cH AP.“ T never faw any hurt by them; but they ar 

XV. ‘ an honeft civil pcople.’ Upon which Ars 

“~~ “ mourer ftood up and faid, “ Why did you 

1604. not tell me fo before? Henry anfwered, 
Your worfhip was fo wrathful, that you would 
“ not hear me.” The oath being then tender. 
ed, he took it, and was difcharged. 

Several ocher prifoners being called and inter, 
rogated in like manner, anfwered, they were 
not committed on account of the oath, but for 
being at a mecting. But the oath being infift- 
ed upon, Thomas Curtis informed the court, 
that he did not refufe the oath, through any de- 
fault of allegiance to the king, but becaufe Chrift 
commanded, not to fwear at all; that he had 
approved himfelf a faithful fubje& to the king, 
and would take that oath as foon as any; and 
therefore defired the court to direct one of thgir 
minifters to inform him from {cripture how he 
might take it, and not break the command of | 
Chrift. Upon this a prieft fitting by was defr- — 
ed to fatisfy Thomas in that point: But bein 
cautious of entering into debate upon a_fubject, 
wherein he might doubt the validity of his ar- 
yumentation, he put it off, under the pretence 
that they were an obftinate people and not to be 

fatisfied. At length Armcurer ordered them to 
be taken away, faying, [ know they will not take 
if; although many of them did not refule it. 
Teper Thomas Curtis, againft whom and his wife 
pedihy ay Anne (whofe father it hath been remarked, loft 
mourer jg life for his fidelity to the king) Armourer 
from going ‘ : ° : ae Whe 
toBriftol, bore a particular ill-will, having obtained liberty 
fair. from the fheriff, whofe prifoner he was, to at- 
tend Briftol fair on his trading concerns, this 


Armourer hearing of it, fent for him to an in, 
and 
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and’ addrefling himfelf to him pfaidsac’ Lhear:c bya P. 
my “ you are going to Briftol fair, but I will ftop eye 
is «© your journey :” And by arbitrary compulfion, 1 ¢¢ 
| without legal authority, removed lim out of the em 
. fheriff’s cuftody to the town prifon of Read- 
ing. 

Having gratified his malice fo far as to have 
Thomas Curtis and his wife both fhut up in pri- 
fon, Thomas’s trade and houfe were under the 
care of a man and maid fervant, whom he 
threatened alfo to fend to jail, and nailed up the 
doors, to prevent any more meetings to be held 
there. Soon after he fent his warrant to take 
the man fervant, to whom, when brought before 
him and the mayor, they tendered the oath of 
allegiance, and upon his declining it, committed 
him alfo to prifon; but could not accomplifh 
their defign of preventing the continuance of 
meetings there. Some time after he committed Vhorms 
the maid fervant to the houfe of correCtion fore es 
forty-eight hours. At which time the whole fa- mily in psi- 
mily were in prifon. a 

It is really aftonifhing to fee what lengths, 
party refentments will carry men pretending to 
rationality and chriftianity, in oppofition to the 
plaineft principles of reafon and equity; and the 
unjuft ufe made of this oath of allegiance, not 
to fecure government againft danger ; but meerly 
to bring innocent people under the lath of a 
law never intended againft them; and for their 
being fubjected to the fevere penalties of it, tho’ 
they had given no juft occafion, It feems mani- 
feft that Armourer, in defiance of every fenti- 
ment of juftice and humanity, aimed at the ruin 
of this couple as to their outward circun{tan- 
ces, by thus obliging them to fhut up their nae 
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CHAP. and difabling them from carrying on their bu- 
xv. finefs, while thus pent up in prifon; perverting’. 

Vv law and government, to the deftruction of pro-: 
1664 perty, which ought to be directed to the fecu- 

ape a iy or Abs 

Whilft Thomas Curtis, his wife and man 
fervant were in prifon, Armourer fent his man 
to enquire if there were any in the houfe befide 
the family, and the maid informing him there 
were not, he came in perfon a little after, and 
knocked at the door, which the maid, being in 
fear, was not forward to open. Armourer then | 
drawing an inftrument from his pocket, picked 
the lock, entered the houfe, and fearching it 
drapstofeoh from room to room, found Jofeph Cole, whofe 
Cole out of dwelling was there, and who was confined by 
pases indifpofition. Armourer taking him by the arm, 
andfends and dragging him down flairs, afked him, sf he 
him to vould take the oath of Allegiance, which he refif. 
corretion. ing, was fent to the houfe of correction. From 
the prifon the faid Jofeph wrote a letter to the 
juftices exhorting. them to the fear of God, to 
righteoufnefs, jultice and a temperate confidera- 
tion of their proceedings towards. their neigh- 
bours, how inadequate their imputed offences 
were to the feverity of the punifhments inflicted 
upon them, in terms conceived in the meeknefs 
of wifdom, and arguments founded in right rea- 
fon: But thefe intemperate magiflrates were not 
to be diverted by reafon or argument, froin their 
determined purpofe to profecute the Quakers even 
to their ruin. ‘This honeft man was kept 
in prifon till his death, which happened in 


1670. 
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At the quarter-feffions held at Reading the lat-c H a P. 

ter end of the year 1664, about fifty prifoners *V- 

were brought to the bar, and an indictment read -~v—~ 

againft them for wilfully refufing the oath, to Hae 
: “ Trial of 

which at Newbury feflions they had pleaded not fifty pri- 

guilty. The evidences were Sir William A ra JOP ts, 

mourer and the clerk of the peace, who fwore 

that the oath had been tendered, and read to 

them at laft Abingdon feflions. ‘The council for 

the king infifted much on the credit of the wit- 

nefles, telling the jury, they muj? either bring in 

the prifoners guilty, or they would make Sir Wil- 

liam Armourer and the clerk as perjured perfons. 

Neverthelefs the jury on ftrict enquiry, perceiving 

that the tender of the oath was irregular, and 


‘the clerk acknowledging he could not tell whe- 


ther it was read before or after they were called 
over, brought in their verdi&t, not guilty. Upon rhe jury 
which the court broke up, amel many of the pri-hrnw’ 


their ver 


‘foners being difcharged by the jury, went away. dct not 
But Armourer and fome others flaying behind, &)" 


ordered the jailer to call back the Quakers. 
Thomas Curtis, George Lambold and their wives 


with three others appeared, the reik being gone 


away. : 
‘Y’o thefe they proceeded to tender the oath some of ihe 
afrefh ; whereupon ‘Vhomas Curtis remarked it aera 


ynanded, 


was not the part of men of honour, to endea- andthe oath 


tondcred to 


vour to en{nare thofe whom the jury have cheat jon aquin. 
ed; but fuch proceedings will appear as blots 1n- 
your efcutcheons - We do believe you aim to 
enfnare us, and it is our eltates you are feecking 
after. It is welliffome of you have not begged 
them already. George Lambold being next re- 
quired to take the oath, anfwered, as to the 
oath of obedience, he could promife ycry musts 
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cH ap.and fhould keep his promife. Not content with 
“XV. adminiltring the oath to the men, they proceed- 
ae ed to do the fame to their wives, to which Anne | 
Thepath Curtis remont{trated, that it was a very hard 
Pnseis cafe, fhe fhould be required to take the oath, 
tis, who re- being under covert, “ and my hufband here a 
paving ** a fufferer for the very fame thing” * tor,” 
‘added fhe, ‘* there is no other woman in Eng. 
«© Jand under covert (that [ have heard of) who 
“¢ is required to take that oath, and kept.in 
** prifon on that account.” But Armourer.in — 
‘a paflionate vulgarifm, cried out, “ hold your | 
** tongue, Nan, and turn your back.’’-.And 

fo fhe with the reft was fent back to prifon.. 
Thus the arbitrary magiftrates of this reign 
broke every barrier of the conftitution to. wreak 
their vengeance on a harmleis body of men. We 
have feen juries overawed and menaced, their 
verdicts retufed, thetufelves bound over to. the 
-King’s Bench, and here their verdjc& made of 
none effect; by contriving to remand to prifon ° 
-the perfons whom they had jut acquitted What 
availed this boaft of the Englifhman’s privilege, 
while he could be alternately.imprifoned and 
tried, tried and imprifoned on new created of- 
fences, until a jury could be found to :con. 

~demn him. 

By the time of the fucceeding | feflionat 
1665. tewbury, ‘Armourer had got in prifon again. a 
confiderable number of thefe who were releafed 
at la(t feffions, and at that time efcaped. his 
hands: The prifoners to the number of twenty- 
Twenty fix were continued from feflions to aflizes, and 


»remunired is é ¥ : 
vdtwo from aflizes to feflions until near the end of the - 


beige i year, when at the fefion at Reading . twenty 
ment, were condemned in premunire, and remanded 


ide) 


ah isotnes tof ohiceorg sid qed blucddi 


i ies ee te Ee, 


> tied yior cs mw di aml) baieriinonet ura onan 


: wi , 
4 sted Leaded yor bos oisvos sebum nied - Pes 
Tut “geld? sundl yrov alt tol teyotal Beane 


woy bial” gue hho .aiinaploy vitvollbad B~ ‘ 


~ nolg a) braars1 of yowruaos yd jfelts stom 


eto bast won go Lonctngmi bas bsitt ,bsid 


mm noills) waibosovel ods Yo smb of) « *o<'s 


suv to ¥YROTSIA dor 
B 


hate ' 
-bssoo1w voilt suit off) oF dio adi qoindininbs VX 
enuhy dite ot sviw ved? of smal ods ob OF le eae, 


bee ods saat on botinpst sd blot ot Slap @ ba 


cl wi cactow wilt on a ods *? cul beotybs i . 
odw (ia fries avail 1 ici) Noveo tabau bani nt “4 rn 
nt 1gsA ove tthe ini sider of ba ritiper ‘er ams, a 
dicsworil wil “waveoos Jel ao golag © 


tds  “. dond tiwy “arn bine aa »egnai “ 
ota ot dand Rod anw fs aioli aft a 
miss eit to eiiellinam ytenidie ody eel 
larw.ol sohwilno slo wind wrested 
2W iam Yo ybed doterad 6 ao sonmggeay tisdy. 
viol? overeat bas bewewvo ssihuj mest seed ot | 
sie oy revo haved eoviskeds , ehiiier 
to shem fijbrev rislt sod bas ,doadtl e‘yait os! 


wi V7 + bostiapoe fuy bad yorlt moive emoltag silt) > = “4 
eyaliviiq aatrifliland odt lo flood vivtr bolievs ~~~ 
bes bonclirqud yloisesasts sd blyoo of olirtw: 


roo, 0) badot sd blues yw) s lnat sont! 


& ningun colitg nijoy Lad wimomA’ ib 

balgalo1 staw. oflw olor: to waded sldibines 
sit boquste omit sed te bas ,sqoiltst dal se 
-gingnt to veda sult or evonolitg ofAT sched 8 
bus josie of ania cvoW bao s16¥e toner * 
ot lo bes silt yout they wnoilted of ele an 
(tow! waibro i te emisl ad) ta nellw” they tin 
bolutnanst bre sinviney al ‘popliteal ale . 


- yf 


3p) 


- 


PEOPLE catrtep QUAKERS. 204 


to prifon, and two women convicted of meeting'c HA P. 
the third time were fentenced to be tranfported | *™) 
to Barbadoes. 
| .« Such a fpecimen of premunire by wholefale 
‘feems to confirm-Thomas Curtis’s oblervation, 1666. 
‘that it was their eflates they wanted ; and him- 
‘felf, as one poflefled of the greateit property was 
‘not pafled by. For on the 19th of the month 
‘called June, this year, John Witham under-fhe- 
riff, and Thomas’ Rofs, the Duke of Monmouth’s 
‘tutor, came to the jail and told Vhomas Curtis Eifess of 
‘and George Lambold they had a warrant from Bec 
the king to feize their eftates. ‘They feized their George 
books, papers and writings, and one hundred pry" 
‘and fifty pounds in money of Thomas Curtis’s ; 
; then they went to their houfes, and took an in- 
«ventory of what they could find, but on their 
“promile to be anfwerable for the goods, they did 
“not remove them. 
.) Anne Curtisiand Sarah Lambold were brought Forther sc- 
to ‘the feflions at Newbury, but their trial was Qynourer’s 
‘put off. However Armourer their -profeffed violent pro- 
» adverfary not being prefent, the jullices granted ne 
them their liberty, upon promile of appearing 
~at the next feflions. ‘This difpleafed Armourer, 
«who prefently fent the jailer’s man to fetch them 
“to ‘prifon again: ‘he man told him that the jul- 
‘tices had given them liberty until the next tef- 
“ions: To which ‘Armourer rephed, “ What 
's* have the juflices to do with my prifoners?”” . 
»4nd> threatened to lay the man by the heels if he 
didnot obey his orders: So’ he fetched Sarah 
=Lambold back to prifon; but Anne Curtis being 
--gone to Briltol, was for the prefent out of his 
‘reach. : 
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CALA FP»; But on the fame day her hufband’s eflett 
aay OE were feized as above related, the was by Are. 
os mourer’s warrant carried again to prifon, where 

after the had been detained about two months, | 
at the interceflion of the perlons, who had the 
charge of her hufband’s eltate; who it is likely 
judged it too unreafonable even in this unrea, 
fonable age to premunire the bufband, and im- 
prilon the wife at the Jame time, for the fame | 
offence; fhe was fet at liberty by a difcharge un- 
der Armourer’s hand and feal; notwith{tanding 
which he fometime after remanded her to pris 
fon upon her former commitment, at a time 
when fhe was confined to her chainber through © 
-indifpofition. Acting thus arbitrarily, without i 
fear of controul. pea 
But ta recite the whole catalogue of this man’s 
-eruelties in violation of jultice, of law, of hue 
manity, and of a good confcience would draw 
me jnto a tedious detail; fo I  fhall only, jut 9 
touch upon fome other inftances of his rude! # 
. and indecent behaviour. He threatened to gagg |. 
a prifoner for {peaking in his own defence. Heid 
fent young girls to the houfe of correction, 4) 
where they lay a long ume. He came to a meet- 4 
ing, and finding only tour young maids there, © 4 
he fent for water, which he threw with great vlo- ;.: 
lence in their faces until one of them was almoft | 
f{offocated, and then turned them wet out of the ail 
meeting. On another occafion the profanenels i 
and obicenity of his language was fuch, as, de- 
-cency recoils at. By his words and actions y 
proving himfelf ill qualified to fupport the dig- — 
nity and repute of his ftation, as fuch conduct 
would difgrace an office much inferior to that 
of a juttice of the peace. ‘Yo Anne ak he 
ore 
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bore a peculiar animofity, becaufe being a wo-C HA P. 

man of good fenfe, fhe was qualified to make XV. 

fome pertinent obfervations on the impropriety ~~ 

of his conduct. 1666. 
But before I leave this county, as a further Trial of 

dlluftration of the lawlefs proceedings of this Joleph 

man and. his affociates, I fhall take notice mite Coa 

another'trial at their feffions at Reading on the pepinmedt. 

16th of the month called January this year. 

Tt was that of Jofeph Phipps for the third of- 

fence on the act of banifhment. A Quaker who 

had been juft before tried was acquitted ; where- 

upon the court difmified the jury and impanncl- 

ed another. Armourer’s direction to the bailiffs 

being go out and pick a jury, you know there are 

boneft men enough in the town, one of the bai- 

liffs anfwered, Yes, Sir William, Pil fit you. Ano- 

ther jury being fworn, Jofeph was fet tathe bar, 

and having pleaded not guilty, he infifted there 

were not five perfons of fixteen years of age at 

the meeting, and therefore he was not within 

the a&. Edward Dolby anfwered, if there were 

but one of that age, yet if there were five pre- 

fent, he would fend that one to prifon as a 

breaker of the law; for though the reft were 

not punifhable by the act, yet they would ferve 

to make up the number. ‘This unequal conttruc- 

tion of the law was prefled upon the jury; as 

was alfo the confeflion of the prifoners, that they 

were met to feck the Lord. And when one of 

them afked whether to feek the Lord was a. 

crime worthy of banifhment? the judge an- 

fwered, yes. The jury went out but could not 

agree: Such as favoured the prifoners caufe were 

threatened ; and they were ordered to be kept 

up all night without fire or candle, Next morn- 
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CHAP ing the court fat again, and fent to know whe- 
XV. ther they were agreed; one of them faid, J am 
not fatisfed: Yet the Foreman faid guilty, al- 
though four of the jury had not agreed to the 
verdict: However the judge pafled fentence on 
Phipps, that he fhould be tranfported to fome of 
his Majelty’s plantations, there to remain feven 

' years; under which fentence he was returned to 
prifon, and lay there until difcharged by the 
King’s letters patent, about fix years after. 

Perfeention In Northamptonthire allo, perfecution was 

ee carried on without relaxation through this and 

pain. the fucceeding year. Several were tried on the 
aét af banifhment, of whom four were fentenced 
to tran{portation. One William Smith, fore- 
man of the jury, was a very active man in their 
conviction, and exerted his influence over the 
ather jyyors to join with him in bringing them 
in guilty, to difplay his zeal in forcing a con- 
formity to the liturgy of the church of Eng- 
land, when now the church of England had the 
upper hand: having been equally zealous a- | 
gaint it in Oliver Cromwell’s days, and equally sf 
forward to promote perfecution. ‘ 
lmprifonments were frequent and numerous. 
at one time a conftable came with a rabble of 
afliants to a meeting at the houfe of John 
Mackernefs in Findon, took about forty of the 
perfons afiembled, detained them in ‘an alehoufe 
all night ; and next day conveyed them like cri- 
minals in a cart and waggon to juftice Yelver- 
‘ ton’s, who in conjunction with another juftice 
{ined them forty fhillings, and for non-payment 
fent them to the county jail for fix weeks. Ano- 
ther time fifteen men and ten women were Car- 
ried before the fame jultice Yelverton, who 
figned 
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figned a mittimus for committing ten of the men c H A P. 
‘ to prifon; but another juftice’s hand being ne- 5 
' ceflary, he directed his clerk to carry it to jul cee 
4 tice Ward. ‘The ten men were again put into 
the cart, and conveyed with the mittimus to the 

faid juftice, but he refufed to fign it, and no 

other juflice was found willing to do it, nor 

could the jailer legally receive them without the 
fignature of two jultices, So the prifoners, after 

being thus driven from juflice to jultice, were 
permitted to return home. But fome time after 

fix of them were taken by another warrant, and 

fent to jail; three of whom were afterwards 
fentenced to tranfportation. ‘Vhe number of 
perfons of this perfuafion at one time under clofe 
confinement in the county jail were more than 

four fcore, of whom many were hufbandmen, 
locked up from their bufinefs both in hay time 

and harvett; to their great lofs and detriment. 
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‘William Penn’s Birth and Education.—At the 


ents he is partly convinced.—His Father in 

Refentment banifbes him from his Houfe.—Sends 
him to France.—He goés to Ireland.—Where he 
is thoroughly convinced by the Miniftry of Tho- 
mas Loe. tg 77 Lather endeavours to bring him 
off from Joining with Friends. —Banifbed from 
his Father’s Houfe a fecond Time.—Called ta 
the Work of the Miniftry.— Robert Barclay’s 
Lirth and Education.—Convinced of the Prin- 
ciples of the People called Quakers.—He re- 
ceives a Gift in the Minifiry.—Reger Haydock 
convinced.— Miles Halhead taken up in Devon- 
Jhire.—Death and CharaGer of Richard Farnj- 
worth.—Further Inftances of Armourer’s rude 


and arbitrary Preceedings.-—Unjuft Verdict. 


CMA P. In this year and the nex , two members emi- 


XVI. 


1667. 


William 
Penn’s 


birth and 


education. 


nent for their virtue and piety, as well as for 
their natural abilities, were added to this fociety, 
viz. William Penn and Robert Barclay, who 
for their very great ufefulnefs and fervices there- 
in claim a particular attention. 

William Penn was born in the city of Lon- 
Goi 24 0} ops e LOdd. a idigmiather of ithe 
fame name, a man of a good eftate and reputa- 
tion, in the time of the Commonwealth had 
filled fome of the higheft ftations in the navy, 
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miral of Ireland and Vice Admiral of England, 
with honour and fidelity. He retained his poft 
after the Reftoration, was knighted by Charles If. 
and was peculiarly diftinguifhed as a favourite 
by the Duke of York. His father’s affectionate 
attention, and the promifing profpect he enter- 
tained of his fon’s advancement, procured him a 
liberal education; and by the acutenefs of his 
enlus and diligent application to his ftudies, 
a made fuch proficiency in learning, that about 
the fifteenth year of his age he was entered a 
ftudent in that called Chrift Church College in 
Oxford. 3 


Some time after his removal to the college, at Atthe Col- 
lege he is 
partly con- 


a meeting of the people called Quakers, through 


a 
- 


XVI. 


1667. 


the reaching miniftry of ‘Vhomas Loe, he recelv- vinced. 


ed fome relith of pure and fpiritual religion, 
and was impreffed with an ardent defire after the 


_ experimental attainment thereof. In confe- 


quence, he, with certain other ftudents of that 
univerfity, withdrawing from the public worfhip, 
held private meetings for the exercile of reli- 
gion, where they both preached and prayed a- 
mong themfelves. ‘This gave great offence to 


the heads of the college, and he, at fixteen 


years of age,’ was fined for non-conformity ; 
but this punifhment not abating the fervour of 
his zeal, he was at length, for continuing in 
the like religious exerciles, expelled the col- 
ege. | : 

Prom thence he returned home ; but {till took 
great delight in the company of fober and relt- 
gious people, from. whom his father fearing he 
inivht contract a turn of mind little accommo- 


dated to advance him to that preferment in the 
ftate, 


‘ Ne 
viz. thofe of Rere Admiral, Vice Admiral, Ad-c Ha P. 
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CHA P.ftate, which he fondly flattered himfelf, his inter- 


XVI eft might procure him, he endeavoured, both - | 
166 A: by words and blows to deter him therefrom; 


Hig father but finding thofe methods ineffectual, he was at 
Ns laft fo incenfed, that he turned him out of 
nithes him Goors. 
ae ee Patience furmounted this difficulty, until bis 
a fent him to France, in company with fome 
to France Z : P i, 
*° perfons of quality, that were taking a tour thi- 
ther. He continued there a confiderable time, 
until his converfation amongft that gay and vO- 
latile people diverted his mind from. the ferious 
thoughts of religion. At his return, his father 
finding him not only a good proficient in the 
French language, but polite and courtly in his 
behaviour, flattering himfelf with the fuccefs of 
his fcheme, as haying gained his point, welcom-. 
ed him with a joyful reception. 
pene For fome time after his return from France 
iccomplih- his genteel and complaifant behaviour procured 
ed gentle: him the character of an accomplifhed young gen- 
tleman, and of confequence the eftimation and 
good opinion of his acquaintances, and the world 
around him: but amidi{t the carefles and {latteries 
of men, he found a difturber of his fatisfaction 
- therein, within his own bolom, reminding of 
« » his former ferioufnefs and good refolutions ; of 
a {tate of futurity, and the certainty of a day 
of {trict account; And although ‘guilty of no- 
thing, which the world terms criminal, yet by 
the light, with which his mind was illuminated, 
he was fenfible he had loft ground, as to the at- 
tainment of that inward purity of heart, in 
which he had feen the fubftance of religion to 
confift; and was renewed into an earnelt. defire 


of 
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father’s affection fubdued his anger; who then | iy 
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of regaining what he had loft, and applying hisc H 4 
mind to the purfuit of pure religion, as the fame _ *¥" 
had been manifefted by the divine light to his ~~ 
underftanding. But in dire¢ting his attention com 
this way, he fuffered a painful fpiritual conflict : 
His natural inclination, his hvely and active dif- 
pofition, his acquired accomplifhments, his fa- 
ther’s favour, the refpe& of his friends and ac- 
quaintance, were fo many {trong incentives to 
embrace the glory and pleafures of this world, 
then even courting his acceptance; and moun- 
tains of oppofition in his way to adopt that pure 
religion, which might endanger his relinquith- 
ing them all. Mountains of this magnitude 
might feem almoft infurmountable; but the ear- 
neft fupplication of his foul being to the Lord 
for prefervation in the way of duty to him, he 
was pleafed to grant him iuch a portion of his 
grace and good fpirit, as enabled him in due 
time. to overcome all oppofiticn, in a holy refo- 
lution to follow Chrift, whatfoever reproaches or 
perfecutions might attend him, 

In the courfe of the year 1666 his fa- Pr TA 
ther having committed to his care and manage- po 
ment a confiderable eftate he had in Ireland, he 
went over to that kingdom, and being in the 
city of Cork, he was informed that Thomas 
Loe was likely to be at a meeting there: he 
went to hear him; who began his public tefti- j 
mony in thefe words, There is a faité iat ure oe | 
overcomes the world, and there isa faith that is\y teats 
overcome by the world; upon which fubject he te ratny of 
enlarged with great clearnets and energy: And ‘Thomas 
by the reaching powerful teflimony of this man Loe. 
(whofe miniftry had made profitable impreflion 
upon him feveral ycars beforc) he was fo tho- 

roughly 
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CH AP. roughly reached and convinced, that from this 
XVI . ine cae, 2 . 

time he joined the fociety of the Quakers, and 

1667, conttantly attended their meetings through all 

the heat of perfecution. 

ee It was not long before his father was inform. 
tobring €d by a nobleman of his acquaintance, what 
fio ashe danger bis fon was in of being profelyted to 
ing Wich 'Quakerifm, whercupon he remanded him home; — 
friends’ ~~ and although there was no great alteration in 
his drefs, yet the ferioufnels of his deportment, 

and the folid concern of inind he apreared to be 

under, were manifeft indications of the truth: of 

the information his father had received, wha 
thereupon renewed his efforts to bring him off 

from a way of thinking and condudt, which 

would difappoint all his fanguine hopes, and 

bafile his fond fchemes of feeing him advanced 
at court. But his efforts proved in vain; foral- | ji @ 
though his fon felt all the force of natural affec- 
tion and filial duty, and would have been far ‘ 
from offending him in any cafe, wherein the Le 
«peace of his confcience was not concerned 3 yer EG 
in this cafe he durft not comply with the requifi- qa 
tion’ of his earthly father, to difobey, as he «jg 
thought, the requirings of his heavenly fa- 9. 
ther. a | 
At length, after much flriving with him, find- ; i 
ing him too firmly fixed in thefe principles to | 
be breught to a general compliance with the culf- 
tomary compliments of the times, his father . | 4 
feemed inclinable to have borne with him in other ae 


refpects, provided he would appear uncovered ie 

iui the prefence of the king, the duke and him- i 

felf, which being propofed to him, he defired + || 

time to confider of it, and retiring to his cham- Ht By 

ber, humbled himfelf with fafling and fupplica- we 
tion 
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tion to receive divine dire€tion, and was focH A P. 
ftrengthened in his mind, that, returning to Ni, 
his father, he humbly fignified that he could not | ¢¢ 
comply with his defire therein. a 

When all endeavours proved: ineffeétual, and Banithed 
his father found himfelf utterly difappointed ofneths: 
his hopes, he could no longer endure him in his re 
fight, but turned him out of doors the fecond xo 
time, whereby he was expofed to the charity of 
his friends, having no other fubfiftence, except 
what his mother privately fent him. Thus he 
endured: the crefs with chriltian patience and 
magnanimity, and evineed the fincerity of his 
converfion, by 2 voluntary relinquiihiny of every 
tempting worldly profpect, in order to attain 
the favour of Heaven ‘and’ folid’ peace of 
mind. i 

Having thus bought the truth by parting with we - 
all for its fake, and abiding under the enliven of the mi- 
ing influence thereof, he received qualification ™y- 
to incite others to do likewife, being called to 
the work of the minillry about the twenty-fourth 
year of his age, in which he approved himfelf 
4 workman that need not be afhamed. Nor was 
he only eminently diftinguifhed for his qualifi- 
cations and labours in the miniftry, but alfo for 
his writings in defence of the principles he had 
adopted, and for propagating religious thought- 
fulnels, and the praétice of piety among man- 
kind in general, which being collected, compotfe 
two volumes in folio. 

Robert Barclay was exempted from the fevere Robert Bar- 
obitruations and difcouragements which flood in Sa he phi 
the way of William Penn’s embracing this pro- tea. 
feffion; his father having adopted it before him. 

He alfo ‘was well defcended, and had oat 
the 
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€ HA P. the advantage of a good education, He was the fon 
xvI. of colonel David Barclay of Ury near Aberdeen, 
\“v™ defcended from the Barclays of Mathers in the 


1667. 
W. Penn’s 
teftimony. 


kingdom of Scotland, an ancient and honour. 
able family among men, and of Catharine Gor- 
don, of the houfe of the duke of Gordon. Yet 
it was not from his defcent he received his prin, 
cipal honour, and the degree of eftimation he 
attained both within the fociety and without; 
but from his perfonal merit and inherent good 
qualitics. His native city was Edinburgh, be, 
ing born there in 1648, and in his infancy he 
was educated 4amang the Calvinifts in his own 
country ; but being early removed from thence, 
for the fake of an opportunity of a more exten- 


five education under the tuition of his uncle, @ 


who was prefident of the Scotch college at Paris, 
where the learning common to our fchools and 
univerfitics was taught, he attained a proficiency 
in the French language as well as the Latin, with 
other branches of literature. 
‘the Papifts, taking advantage of the immatu- 
rity of his judgment in his minority, endeayour- 
ed to make a ‘profelyte of him. Their endea. 
vours in that tender age made fome impreflion 
upon him, but as his judgment ripened, he foon 
clearly difcovered the errors of their religious 
fyftem. He returned home about 1664, in the 
16th year of his age, and during his absence his 
father having joined himfelf in fellowfhip with 
the people called Quakers, by his religious con- 
verfation and circumfpect example, as well as 
the converfe and conduét of others of that 
profeffion, he was imprefled with a perception 
and relifh of the excellency of that reli- 
gion, which produced fo remarkable a con- 
fiftency of conduct in life and converlation Buh 
the 
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the fpirit and precepts of the gofpel, amongftc Ha P. 


its profeflors in a general way. 

Under this imprefiion he was induced to at- 
tend the religious meetings of this people, where- 
by he felt his inclination toward them {trengthen- 
ed, and his convincement promoted, of which 
he himfelf hath left us this account *, © ltwas 
* not by ftrength of argument, or by a parti- 
cular difquifition of each doctrine, and con- 


XVI. 
eae 
1667: 


& yincement of my underftanding, that I came to’ 


“ receive and bear witnels of the truth; but by 
being fecretly reached by the [principle of 
« light and life, to which they were gathered ] 
s¢ for when [ came into the jfilent affemblies 
s of God’s people, I felt’ a fecret power 
“ among ‘them, which touched my heart, and 
sé as I gave way to it, I found the evil weaken- 
“ ing in me, and the good raifed up, and fo | 
‘became thus knit and united unto them, 
‘¢ hungering more and more after this power 
é and life, whereby I might feel myfelf per- 
“¢ fe€tly redeemed,” 

In the year 1667 he was thoroughly convinced 
and made public profeflion of the principles of this 
fociety, taking up his crols to the glory and friend- 
fhip of the world, and defpifing the fhame, he ef- 
teemed the reproach of Chnit greater riches thanthe 
treafures of Egypt, manifelting to the world that 
the contemptible name of a Quaker could not 
deter him from following, owning and defend- 
ing truth, wherever to be found, counting all 
things as drofs in compzrifon of the knowledge 
of Chrift, which he intently fought after and 
embraced as his crown, and received a gift in 
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CHA P. the miniftry as his greateft honour, in which he 
Cr, faboured to bring others to the knowledge of | 
ane God, and his labour was not in vain in the 
He receives Lord. Befides his minifterial labours, he wag 
Sie much engaged in controverly with the opponents 
and flanderers, of the fociety, clietly his own 
countrymen, both verbally and in writing ; for 
which bufinefs his qualifications were remark. 
ably eminent, being not only mafter of ufeful 
literature, but of a clear comprehenfion, a ca- 
pacious reach of thought, a clofe and convincing 
manner of reafoning, delivered in a neat ftyle, 
though plain and unafiected ; to which adding 
the excellency of his temper from the preva. 
lence of religion in his mind, whereby he was 
fo preferved in coolnefs, that paflion (fo general 
in coutroverfial writers) did not blind his judg. 
ment, or lead him into indecent reflection, whilft 
his regard to plain truth prevented him from 
flattering error or excufing calumny. His reach 
of thought penetrated to the bottom of his fuby 
ject, and pointed out clearnefs of method, and 
‘the weight of his arguments proved him an overs 
match for his antagonifts. In fhort, by means 
of his effays, and thofe of William Penn and 
fome other. cotemporary writers, as George 
Whitehead, Thomas Elwood, Haac Penington, 
&c. Quakerifm (fo called) hitherto expoted ta 
contempt and odium, by the hideous form where- 
in their adverfaries (particularly the pricits o 
various denominations) had milreprefented and 
expoted it to publick view, began to put ona 
more pleafing appearance, and to be exhibited in 
its native and genuine complexion, whereby the 
candid and difpaflionate part of mankind were 
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wild notions, but a regular fyftem of important, c Hav. 
rational and practical truths. cots 

Yet it is not from hence to be conceived that foal 
they introduced any new dottrines into this fo- at 
ciety, or modelled a new fy{tem of principles, 
for thefe had been their tenets from the begin- 
ning ; but through a candid examination of their 
doctrine ‘and practice, they were convinced, and 
induced to join the fociety, among{t whom the 
found thefe doétrines received as articles of faith 
and rules of practice. 

* About this time Roger Haydock of Lanca- Roger Hay- 
fhire came over to this fociety, whole converfi- Lae 
on had fomething peculiar in it. His elder 
brother John having joined their communion, 
occafioned confiderable uneafinefs to his mother, 

a zealous Prefbyterian; when Roger coming to 

his father’s houfe, and being reputed a learned 

intelligent man, fhe prevailed upon him to ule 

his endeavours to convince his brother of the 

abfurdity of his choice, and diffuade him from 

perfifting therein: he accordingly entered into 

difcourfe with him upon the fubject, when John 

gave him fuch cogent reafons for his change, as 

foon put him to filence; his mother being dif- 

pleafed that he did not hold out the argument 

more ftoutly, he told her, it was truth, and be 

could not gainfay it. Being thus brought to the 

acknowledgment of the truth, he foon came to 

make publick profeffion thereof, and in proceis 

of time became an eminent minifter, and a very 

ferviceable member of this focicty. 

Miles Halhead travelling this year in Devon- Mile ila 

fhire, and being taken up and brought before up ia ve. 

the magiftrates, was afked, what bufinefs he (who vor? 
dwelt 
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CUA P. dwelt in Weftmoreland) had in Devonfhire? — | 
a pete To which he anfwered, that he was come to)” 
igéq: fee fome of his old friends, whom formerly 
about ten years ago he fad acquaintance with 
One of the magiltrates afked him what were 
the names of his friends he meant, upon which’ ~ 
he named feveral former magiftrates of that coun- 
ty: one of the prefent magiftrates remarked, ° 
<¢ ‘Truly, gentlemen, though this man calls thefe 
«¢ his friends, yet they have been his perfecu- 
é tors.’ Another of the magiftrates then gave 
him an account of the difafters which had be- 
fallen them, and how they had loft their eftates; 
that one of them had been imprifoned for high 
treafon, and was efcaped out of jail and had 
fled the country, adding, “ if thefe men were 
“your perfecutors, you may be fure they will 
¢ trouble you no more ; for if they that perfe- 
¢ cuted you have no better fortune than thefé 
«“ men, I with that neither I nor any of my 
«¢ friends may have any hand in perfecuting 
“ you.” 
Deathand In this year Richard Fatnfworth laid down 
ae of the body in the city of London. He was one 
Vent. of the firfl that received George Fox’s teftimo- 
een, ny, foon after his releafe from his imprifonment 
at Darby, while the name of Quaker was but 
ft known; and joined him in fociety and mi- 
nifterial labour, which was attended with fuck 
a convincing power, that many were converted 
by him from the evil of their ways; andhe was = 4 
not only admitted to a part in the miniltry of | 
the golpel with his brethren, but partook in the 
fufferings to which they were expofed. About 
the year 1650, walking with one of his friends 
in the ftreet of Banbury, he met the mayor and 
| a juftice 
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a juftice of peace whofe name was Allen. And CHAP. 


becaufe he did not put off his hat to them, Allen 
in a paffion ftruck it off his head. They after- 
wards fent for him and committed hin to prilon. 
Next day when their pride and patlion were a 
little abated, they fent for him, and told him, 
if he would pay the juiler’s fees and promile to 
go out of ‘the town that night, he fhould have 
his liberty: but he would promife nothing, 
knowing that they had committed him illegally. 
Wherefore, to cover their unlawful procedure, 
they tendered him the oath of abjuration, and 
his refufal furnifhed them with a pretence for his 
recommitment to prifon, where he lay about fix 
months. 


XVI. 
Ly 
1667. 


After about fifteen years fpent in acting and — 


fuffering for thofe doétrines, he had received as 
truth, he was taken ill in London, and a {hort 
time before his departure out of this life, gave 
the. following evidence of his full affurance of 
faith, and exhortation to his friends with aficct- 
ing energy and {trength of fpirit, as if he were 
in full health, L’riends, God hath been mightily 
with me, and fupported me at this tune, and bis 
prefence and power have encompaffed me all along ; 
God hath appeared for the owning of my teflimony. 
—Lam filled with his love more than I am able to 
expre/s.—God hath really appeared for us.—T here- 


fore l befeech you, friends, here of the city of Lon- 


don, whether I live or die, be you faithful to the 
teftimony which God hath committed to you. 

’The Earl of Clarendon, prime minifter to King 
Charles, and reputed to have been a principal 
promoter of all the feverities hitherto inflicted 

on 
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CHAP 
) XVI. 


1667. 


Further in- trary proceedings through this year, while per- 


flances of 


Armourer § 


rude and 
arbitrary 
proceeding 
in Berk- 
fhire. 


on the diffenters, and contriver of the penal laws, . i 


Slee tO le Oe. TATE 


by raifing or exaggerating rumours of plots, 
about this time loft his influence, and became 
himfelf obnoxious to poptlar odium and unme- 
rited profecution: this gave the diflenters en- 
couragement to hope for more eafe, which they 
enjoyed for a feafon: and perhaps it may not 
be unworthy of remark, that with what meafure 
he had meted, it was meafured out to him 
again: for he, who had been inftrumental to 
the imprifoning and banifhment of numbers of 
innocent perfons for no caufe, or on trivial 
grounds, was himfelf at laft condemned to 
banifhment on groundlefs or frivolous accula- 

tions. | 
In Berkfhire, Armourer continued his arbi- 
fecution fubfided in a great meafure in moft 
other parts. Coming with his man to the meet- 
ing, the man looking in at the door and going 
out again, pulled the door after him, which 
having a fpring lock thut them out. His matter ° 
finding the door fatt, called fora fledge to break 
it open; but one within opening it, that na 
handle might be made thereof to throw a fufpi- 
cion of plotting upon them, he manifefted the 
violence of his temper by faying, if it had not 
been opened for him he would have broken it 
open. Upon his being let in, he fent nine of 
the perfons aflembled to prifon ; one of them, 
Mary Coale (whofe hufband was under fentence 
of premunire) he committed for fix months ; 
three women were committed on the third of- 
tence in order to banifhment, ; 
At the fucceeding aflizes at Abingdon, they 
were arraigned, and pleaded not guilty, ne 
their 
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their trial was poftponed. UNenry Adams onc H 4 P. 
a like indi€tment was tried, but no record of cee 
his firft or fecond offence could be produced,  j 664. 
nor did any witnels appear to prove a third Usjut ver- 
offence, fo that the jury brought him in not Seen 
guilty. This verdict being dilpleafing to the Adams, 
court, the jury were fent back, and by Armour- 

er’s ‘influence and menaces, who {wore that the ' 
records, though loft, were true, fome of the jury 
-brought in a contrary verdict, which the reft, 
through fear, did not oppofe. Upon which the 
prifoner was remanded to jail; but no fentence 
pronounced againft him in court. When he 
‘afterwards afked the jailer, what order he had 
concerning him? Tis an{fwer was, ‘‘ Harry, thee 

‘¢ art for tranfportation; they have done it fince 

“ among themfelves.” He continued in prifon 

five years till releafed with others in 1672. 
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HISTORY ov rue 


Cros nay ils 


Thomas Vincent, a Prefbyterian Preacher, vilifies 
Friends, who demanded a publick Meeting ts 
vindicate themfelves.—The Meeting held, but in- 
terrupted by the Rudenefs of the Auditory.— 
William Penn appeals to the Publick in a little 
Tradt.—For which he is imprifoned in the Tower. 
—Where he writes No Crofs no Crown.—— 
Death of Thomas Loe, Foftah Cole, and Fran- 
cis Howgill.—Account of Fofiah Cole and Francis 
Howgill. 


es r- ALTHOUGH the Quakers (fo called) were 


XVII. 


1668. 


freer from difturbance by the government than 
in the foregoing years, yet they met with fome 
uneafinels and trouble from another quarter. 
The other focieties of Diflenters were, fome of 

them, during the heat of perfecution, ready to — 
acknowledge the chriflian courage of this people, 
in flanding in the gap, and bearing open tefti- 
mony to the truth they believed in, in oppofition 
to human laws; as by this means, while the 
weight of fuflerings fell upon them, thee other 
efcaped more eafily: but as thefe other focieties 
at bottom, bore them no good will, as foon as 


the fufpenfion of perfecution encouraged their 


preachers to officiate publickly, they returned to 
promulgate their invectives againft the Quakers. 
‘Thomas Vincent, a Prefbyterian preacher, lofing 


two of his hearers, who going to the Quakers 
mectings, 
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mheetings, to fee for themfelves, whether theyC HAP, 


- were fo erroneous in principle and practice, as XVII. 


they had been reprefented, were convinced, and -<~™ 
joined their fociety: this fo irritated Vincent, 1668. 
that he indulged his paflion in a licence of ex- Dara 
preflion, not only beyond the bounds of chriftian Frefbyte- 
moderation, but of common decency, telling his a ee 
hearers, ‘that he had as lief they would go to a the people 
bawdy-houfe, as to frequent the Quakers meet- eh, te 
ings, becaufe of their errongous, damnable doc- 

trines; and pointing to the window faid, if there 

fhould ftand a cup of poifon, I would rather 

drink it, than fuck in their damnable dottrines. 

He farther expreffed himfelf. in this manner to 

one of them, if ever you go again, I will give 

you up, and God will give you up, that you may 

believe a lie and be damned. 

_ Thefe railing accufations coming to the’ ears |, 4, 
of fome of the: people at whom they were cait, manded a 
they demanded of him a publick meeting to vin- publick 


meeting to 


dicate themfelves from thefe, foul afperfions, or vindicate 
give him an, opportunity, ta, prove them, if he ‘em 
were able; which, after fome demur, he agreed 

to; but took care to have jthe. houfe filled be- 

fore the , hour appointed. with, his own. hearers 

and partifans, alfo to procure three affiftants, 
Thomas Danfon, ‘Thomas Doolittle and 
-Maddocks. || hy styl oath erp ; 
.,, George Whitehead and William Penn attend-' 

ed this meeting, to hear what erroneous doctrines | 
Vincent could charge the Quakers with, and 

what praots he could bring; but initead thereot The meet- 


he took, upon him the office of a catechift, open- ing held, 
ing the conference with this quettion, Whether rupted by 
they owned one Godhead in three diftinct and fepa- cine Be 
rate perfons? On which fubject framing an In- 

jig conclufive 
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cHaAPconclufive and ‘unintelligible fyllogifm, after the 
XVII. manner of argumentation then in ufe, George 
WAN! Whitehead rejected his terms as not to be found | 
1668. jn fcripture, nor deducible from the text he in- 
ftanced ; wherefore he defired him to explain — 

the terms fo that they might be underftood, 
jnafmuch as God did not we to wrap his truths 

in heathenifh metaphyficks, but deliver them in | a 

-plain language ; but they would neither keep to | 
{cripture terms,’nor allow them in their antago- 

‘nifts, calling George ‘Whitchead’s explanation 

‘and reduction of ‘their’ matter to {cripture fenle, 

to fuit it to the auditors apprehenfion, an indi. © 

rect way of anfwering; and after many rude in- -@ 

‘fults! offered them by ridiculing, hifling, fhoving 

and ‘ ftigmatizing with opprobrious nicknames, 
Vincent abruptly broke’ up the meeting by falling 

‘to his'prayer, wherein‘with an- affected tone he 
-accufed them ‘as‘blafphemers 5 and then’ to de. 

prive: them of an opportunity: of ‘clearing 'them- 

felves, ‘he defired: the people to withdraw, giv- 

ing them an example by retreating -himfelf swith 

this three coadjutors. + But fome of ‘the: people 
ftaying, they found van opportunity: df vindicat- 

ing themfelves from’the inveGives'of their'adver- 4 

faries. be Pe Tee ee | | 
They‘applied'to Thomas Vincent for: another 
opportunity, but he evaded it. Wherefore 'Wil- 

Mls tat liam Penn appealed to the publick in alittle 
to the pub- piece, entitled, The fandy foundation Shaken, which 
lielt pert gave great offence to fome powerful ecclefiaflicks, 
’.who'prelently applied to their accuftomed me- 

for which thod of refuting what they call error, viz. for an 
cb pnaailas for imprifoning him in the tower of Lon- 
‘rower, “don.>* There »was he under clofe confinement, 
and even denied the vifits of his friends ; «but 

yet 
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t his enemies attained not their purpofe. ForcH ap. 
when his fervant brought him word, that the XVII. 
bifhop of London was refolved he fhould either ~V~ 
publickly recant, or die a prifoner, he fignified 1608. 
his refolution alfo that his prifon fhould be his 
grave, before he would yield the leaft compli- 
ance in violation of his confcience ; for he owed 
his confclence to no mortal man. 

A fpirit warmed in the caufe of religion, the 
love of God, and the welfare of mankind, ever 
purfues its: main defign. This worthy perfon, pre- 
cluded from the opportunity of promoting piety 
by his minifterial Jabours, was not in his con- 
finement unmindtul of this great purpofe of his 
life, he applied himfelf to promote it by writing : 

Several treatifes were the fruits of his folitude, 

particularly init ‘excellent One. entitled Notre 
“ Crofs no Crown,” a book ending to. pro- es ea 
mote the general defign of religion, was well 9 Cra 
accepted, and hath pafled fundry impreffions. ees 

And in order to clear himfelf from the af- 

erfions caft upon him in relation to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, &c. he publifhed a piece 
called “ Innocency with her open Face,??> by 
way of apology for “ The fandy Foundation 
“ fhaken,” in which he fo fuccefsfully vindicated 
himfelf, that foon after he was releafed from his 
imprifonment, which had been of feven montlis 
continuance *. e | 

The latter part of this year and beginning of 
the next deprived this fociety of three eminent 
and ferviceable members, viz. ‘Thomas Loc, Jo- 
fiah Coale and Francis Howgill, With the abi Death of 
 Hities and qualifications of Thomas Loe, the fa righ 
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CHAP.der hath been partly made acquainted at his, 


XVII. 


firft introdnétion into this work. He vifited Ire- 


wv~ land feveral times, and haying an excellent gift 


1668. 


Piety pro- 
moted, 


His cha- 
racler, 


in the miniflry, was much followed, and had 
generally crowded audiences, among{t whom his 
miniftry was effectual to bring many over into 
the fociety af his friends, We have jult obferv- 
‘ed it was by his powerful miniftry, as the inftru- 
mental means, that William Penn was firft reach- 


ed and afterwards convinced. He was a man 


of a fine natural temper, eafy, affable and pleaf- 
ing in conyerfation, benevolent in his difpofi- 
tion, and tenderly fympathizing with his friends 
in affliction, which made his company not only 
profitable from the fubjects of his inftructive ob. 
fervations, but defirable and agrecable from the 
‘manner of them; whereby he gained the affec, 
tion and efteem of thole he converfed with, 
and opened a door for the readier reception of 
his miniftry. : ia 

He alfo travelled in divers parts of England, 
and was feveral times imprifoned for his tefli., 


mony. By his travels and labours his natural Rat) Yi 


ftrength was impaired, and coming to London, 
this year in the courfe of his travels, he was 
there feized with that difeafe, which terminated 
his labours and his exiftence in the body. 

His pious end was agreeable to the tenour of 
his life, having in the time of health, chofen 
and fteadily purfued hirnfelf (and zealoufly ex- 
horted others to choofe) that good part which, 
fhould never be taken from him, he felt the confo- 
Jation thereof in his bodily weaknefs. At which 
time being vifited by William Penn, for whom 
he. cherifhed the beft defires to the laft, he ad- 


drefled to him the following exhortation, Bear 
thy 
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thy crofs, and fand faithful to God; then he willc ¥ A ¥. 


give thee an everlajting crown of glory that foall 
not be taken from thee. There is no other way 
which foall profper than that which the holy men 
of old walked tn. God hath brought immortality 
to light, and life immortal is felt. His love over- 
comes my heart. Glory be to bis name for ever- 
more. Chis dying teltimony of his honoured 
friend to the virtue of that grace and truth, 
through fidelity to which he was enabled to at- 
tain victory over death, and triumph over the 


terrors of the grave, mult have becn a comfort- 


able and confirming evidence to William Penn 
of the folidity of that religion, of which he had 
been effectually conyinced by the fame worthy 
man. At another time Thomas Loe faid to his 
friends that {tood by his bed-fide, Be not troubled, 
the love of God overcomes my heart. And to Geo. 
Whitehead and others, the Lord ts good to me, 
this day he hath covered me with his glory, Lan 
weak but am refrefbed to fee you. Another friend 
afking him how he was, he anfwered, “ Iam 
“ near leaving you, I think, but am as well in 
“ my fpirit as I can defire, I blefs the Lord; I 
“ never {aw more of the glory of God than I 
“¢ have done this day.” ‘I’bus rejoicing in hope 
till his end ; his parting breath exprefled a fong 
of praife to that Almighty being, whole good- 
nefs preferved him through life, and deferted him 
not in his end. 


XVII. , 


1668. > 


Jofiah Coale was born at Winterborn, Glou- Death and 


cefterfhire, near the city of Briftol, and was 
one among({t the great number of thofe, who 
were reached, and turned to aclofe attention to 
the light of Chrift in. their own hearts by the 


powerlul and effectual miniftry of John Aud- 
land 


character 0 


Jofah Cole 
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cHAP.land about the year 1655; whofe teftimony | 9 | 
XVII. made fo deep an imprefiion on him, as produced 
-w™ a folid and earneft defire after redemption and 
1668. falyation: And from the clear fenfe of his con- 
dition and deficiency of that ftate of purity 
which by the light in his confcience was difco- 
vered neceflary to be attained, in order to peace 

‘and happinefs, he walked for a time mournfully 
under judgment for fin, and that godly forrow; fF | 
which worketh true repentance; and by taking. a 
heed to that which reproved him for evil, he 9) f° 
received ftrength to get the victory over it; ., 
being purified by the wafhing of regeneration, 

he became well prepared for the reception of a 

gift in the miniftry, and proved an able and zea- 

lous minifter of the gofpel; to this feryice he 
devoted his whole life: Few fpent themfelves 
more in the fervice of God and man than he 

did; it-being the delight and principal engage- 

ment of his foul, from the time of his conver- 
fion, to teftify with zeal againft iniquity, and 4 
promote truth and righteoufnels among{t man- 
kind; for which he was well qualified by a pe- 
culiar talent; his teflimony being as a fword 
fharp and piercing againit the workers of iniquity, 
attended with an eminent power penetrating the 
‘very fouls of the auditors. ~ At other times 
flowing in a ftream of lite and encouraging 

confolation to the pious and yirtuous. 

¢To him, with his brethren, it was given not 

only to believe in the truth, but to fufler for it. 
He was hardly diftinguifhed asa member of this 
fociety, until he was imprifoned in 1656 in New- 
gate in Briftol, along with Thomas Pea 
or 
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for bearing teftimony to the truth in one of the CH AP. 
ublic places of worthip, having been firlt griev- XVII. 
oufly abuied by the populace, and dragged “¥™ 
bareheaded under the {pouts in a time of 1668. 
rain. Inthe fame year at Melcomb-Regis in 
Dorfetfhire, Jofiah with three other friends, for 
their chriftian intention of exhorting the people 
to piety; met with fevere and defpiteful abule 
from them, and after being violently beaten by 
them, were by the mayor committed to 
prifon. 
In the year 1658 believing it his duty to pay 
a religious vilit to the Englith Colonics in Ame- aes 
rica, and not being able to procure a paflage ta Colonies, 
New England (no matter of a fhip being willing eco 


a danyerous 


‘to take him, for fear of the penalties enacted in journey 


through the 


that {tate againft fuch of them as fhould bring witernes. 


in any Quakers) he in company with ‘Thomas 
Thirfton got a paflage to Virginia, whence they 
made their way on foot through a tract of wil- 
dernefs of feveral hundred miles, until then deem- 
ed impaflable for any but the Indians, a hardy 
race of men. By*the Indians (of the Sulque- 
hana Tribe] thefe {trangers were treated with 
remarkable attention and hofpitality, being not 
only entertained by them with the beft lodging 
and provifions which they had, but provided 
with guides to conduét them to the Dutch plan- 
tations, from which they proceeded to New 
England. Yet the journey of thee travellers, 
through that large uncultivated wildernels, was 
attended with much hardfhip and danger, for 
they had not only pinching cold to encounter 
with in. the winter feafon, but were often in 
danger of being devoured by wild beaits, or pe- 
rifhing in unknown waters, marfhes and a 
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c HA P.So that even their adverfaries, admired at their 
XVI prefervation, in which more than human power 
“—v~—™ was manifefted. . 
. 1po8 “In New England he partook of the treatmen 
New Eng- 5 a rate : ew SOPORSFATO 
Jandjudged, Nfually viven to his friends in that jurildiction. 
Being in company with John Copeland, in a 
friend’s houfe at Sandwich, they were both feized 
‘there, haled out in a violent manner and fent to 
prifon. He was fome time after banifhed from 
Maryland. The comparing of his treatment 
here with that which he received amongit thofe 
generally termed favages, as fuppofed deftitute 
of religion and civilization, gives them the ad- 
vantage as to civility and humanity above thofe 
lofty profeflors of New England, whole natural 
tempers had been imbittered by falle principles 
of religion, to the eradication of all tendernefs, iff 
and compaflion towards thofe who diflered from | | 
them. He travelled alfo through Maryland and | - 
Barbadoes ; and in Europe through moft parts 
of England, and in Holland and the Low Coun- 
tries, in the work of the miniftry, which being 
animated by a divine power, was effectual to 
the converfion of many. ‘To this fervice he de- 
voted the prime of his life and ftrength, and 
continued unmarried, that, being difengaged 
from worldly cares, he might be more at li- 
berty to attend to his miniftry, And though 
he went through many perils, imprifonments and 
perfecutions, he was valiant in the caufe of truth, 
undaunted in danger, and by the fupport of a 
peaceful confcience borne up above the fear of 
man. Difinterefted in his endeavours to pro- 


mote pure religion, he was careful not to make 
the 
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the gofpel chargeable; but having an eftate of CHAP, 
his own, he freely {pent it in the belt fervice; Xvi. 
And not only in his travels bore his own charges ~V™7 
abroad, but was an exemplary pattern of libera~ #668. 
lity at home, 

His natural temper was chearful ; but religion 
tempering it with ferioufnels, and his unaffected 
affability: being mixed with a circum{pec&t and 
exemplary demeanour, his whole converfation 
illuftrating the purity of his religion, was an 
ornament to his profeffion, and a confirmation 
in the truth to thofe whom his miniftry had con- 
verted thereto, 

Having by hardfhips in his travels and im- 
prifonments, and his zealous minifterial fervices 
for the fpace of twelve years, wafted his natural 
ftrength, he finifhed an honourable, uleful and 
virtuous life at a middle age by a gradual de- 
cline; but the warmth of his zeal and the firm- 
nels of his fpirit bore him up in the exercife of 
his miniftry for a feafon, until the increafe of his 
diftemper obliged hin to fubmit to confinement. 
During which George Fox vifiting him, enqulr- 
ed whether any thing lay on his mind to the friends 
in England? ‘ But he fignified, that having dif- 
charged his duty fully in his travels amongit 
them, he had nothing on his mind to write. 
George, after praying by him, feeing him grow 
heavy, advifed him to lie down, which he did; 
but being more uneafy in this pofture, he foon 
rofe again with the help of his friends, and fitting 
on the fide of the bed, with an affecting power 
he addrefled his friends fitting by with the fol- 
lowing exhortation, Well, friends, be fanny to 
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CH AP.God, and have a fingle eye to his glory, and feck 1g 
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XVII. nothing for Jelf or your own glory: And if any 
“~~ thing of that arife, judge it down by the power of 


1668, 


Francis 
Vowgill. 


the Lord God, that fo you may fland approved in 
his fight, and anfwer bis witnefs in all people; 
then awill you have the reward of life. « Far my 
part I have thus far finifbed my teftimony, and 
have peace with the Lord: His Majejty is with 
me, and his crown of life is upon me. Somind m 


fove to all my friends. We faid to Stephen Crifp, 


Dear heart, keep low in the holy feed of God, : t 


and that will be. thy crown fer ever. A little 
afterwards fainting, and being fupported by his 
friends, he departed in their arms, as one falling 
into an eafy fleep; full of confolation he paffed 
into immortal life at the age of thirty-five years 
and two months. 

As Francis Howgill was one of the principal 
perfons amonetl the firft promulgators of the doc- 
trines of this fociety, his qualifications, his vir 


tues, his fervices and his futferings have been in ° 


various inftances laid before the reader. We left 
him confined in prifon under a rigorous and un- 
deferved fentence of premunire, from which he 
was only releafed by death: He lay near five 
years under this fentence, deprived of every com- 
fort and convenience in the power of his perfe- 
cutors to take from him; but the freedom of his 
{fpirit and the purity of his confcience (poffef- 


fions beyond the reach of human power) he re- 


tained unimpaired, remembering, doubtlefs, the 
gracious promife of the hundredfold in this 
life, and in the world to come life everlalt- 


ing. 
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te This valuable member of fociety was a native CHAP. 
of Weftmoreland, educated in the profeflion of XVII. 
the eftablifhed religion, and trained up at the ~™ 
.Univerlity, in order to be ordained to the prieft’s (OP 
office in the church; but being fcrupulous oh teee 
complying with the ceremonies thereof, he with- 
drew from that communion, joined in fociety 
with the independents, and became a preacher Joinsthe 
of eminence among them, being in efteem noire 
Jefs for his virtue and exemplary -converlation, 
than for a zealous and laborious difcharge of 
this duty as a minifter. Yet ftill he found not 
that fatisfacion in himfelf which he defired, 
feeling, notwith{tanding his punQuality in faft- 
ing, praying and. other religious exercifes, the 
‘root of fin ftill remained in’ him. ‘The pre- 
yailing opinion that Chrift had taken the guilt 
of fin upon himfelf, he was atraid to repofe his’ 
-dependence .wpon, his confcience fuggetting to 
him, . dis fervant thou cart whom thou obeye/i. 
Encreafing in underftanding, it was revealed in 
him,:that the Lord would teach 'the people him- 
felf, and that the time: approached nigh. It was. 
not long ’till George Fox ‘had ‘that remarkable Convince? 
meeting at Kirbank: chapel, «where Francis offici- BP ge 
vated) ‘and ‘heaving bin aflertthats thes light a 
Chrift in man fhews the way tquChrify he was 
deeply: affected thereby, believing iz to be a cer 
tain truth. And in:éonfequentce attending to the 
veptoofs of this inward light, he perceived the 
unfruitfulnefs!of all his own: rightcoufnels, and 
hislubour therein: He-now!forfook the inde- 
pendents, anil! taking up the crols, joined him 
felf tothe defpifed and -perfecuted fociety of the 
people called Quakers, and in filence and patient 
refignation, bearing the adininiftration of con- 

\ | demnation 


Ca 


M4 


. SRR DO oven @ aew pole) Yo redieeene Seeplav: 


ret @AIAANO avins BIIGTT 


ive i“ noithaberte odt ai betmsete jboskyemiisW Tor 
vs ali te an feniew bas anigiter bodtifdaha- sds. . 
0) a Deiiy adi ot boniaing od of wahaenl vstaviat- 
ews all — 
don 1G airehaapurr et pawn jul 7 doris only ni oxihtar 
hie sil fowl minonrsied adt itz mete 
yiatsol mi Lone; immmenos. wif 
oA scmnl taioeyti nr ona bas einshasyohat silk: bier 
™~rvon mesio ni yoisd ,medi geotre goadnims to 
me ouiinos | qlee bas sate aiksol Gol 
to suvedsil mraiodel> bas aaolies & FO) nati,” 
jow pauetel Ul wT Jrsltintin wae ytub, ab 
eueriveb “ft tloobw Talrene ni noifactariat sadly, 
‘Det ni ysileeDnuep eid guibosthiiwion egm 
ofl} eshiowvas avoiyilyr tedio bat yiiyeag 
aan ott ctl pA boniomss JGR ait ‘stem 
titty “ott nodal Latl Hil. tee aol saillen 
Rite ern ite i bictie taw Sri Aten freq mh da: 


o rit} onan Solis ohiag ef} ava hi er 
aN eee We WOK. daetdy | eg wakd penny mid 


nt bale, wer the ai + eribnetisobaw ni gritesronb 
saith ofyouead? doch Mut hte en goth mi 
esw il lpi bus saouyee sent orl dad brite Uap, 
poareiyat Ialitedrmenet erly forert KOT og flix* yHol Jon 
i mt Dito Mme L syd le ane Vent 
_ . wy igh Suan 4 terieoresttit rake yndeka bys 
$e off nip oa | aoe, etree me 
“0 u odor Se palailed yedanony vo hrats 
1 pleco wi bah des ne 


wih W ¥tsioed t 


Jusiiey bag ood aj egg 
“109 Io hone finials od 


costal " 


Wy at ne 


sit Bamies yes “a gain sae * 


238 HISTORY or rue 


Cc HAP.demnation for fin, in due time he was favoured 
xvi. with the experience of a happy tranfition to the 
‘~~ more glorious difpenfation of juftification in 
1668. yighteoufnefs, and fitted by previous fanctifica- 
tion for the reception of a gift in the miniftry. But 

upon his public appearance asa minitter among 
Hisfirtim- this people, both the priefts and magiflrates, his 
ponmeb! former friends and admirers, turned his enemies ; 
and almoft as foon as he was known as fuch 

he was confined by their means (as we have feen) 

in a very filthy uncomfortable prifon in Appleby, 

and detained there for fome time without any le- 

gal caufe. After his releafe, he profecuted his 

fervice in his miniftry with zeal and diligence, 
travelling about moiftly on foot to promote righ- 

Travels teoufnels, or to ferve the fociety of which. he 
eG °" was a member. He and Edward Burrough were 
’ almoft conftant companions in golpel labour, 
clofely connected in unity of fpirit and fenti- 

ment, in fimilarity of abilities for fervice, and 

in the pure bonds of, gofpel fellowfhip ; which 

drew from Francis a very pathetick teftimony to 

the memory and worth of his beloved compa- 

-nion, when fo fuddenly taken-away. hoaed 

|... Inthe year 1661 being in London he fuffered 

Second im- jmprifonment amongft the - multitude of; his 
prifenment fiends taken up in confequence: of the infur- 
rection of-the fifth-monarchy men. And after 

he was fet at liberty, continued his labours and 

travels as before, ’till the year 1663, that he 

was f{ummoned to appear before the magiftrates 

at Kendal, as before related, and in confequence 
 premunired and imprifoned for life. ‘On the 

goth of 11mo. called January 1668-9 he finifhed 

: 4s his 

t 3 


£ Sewel. . 


<uzt ee YAOTSIIA See 


~ Kise cow od sit sol ab ti) +? noteameb 4 AnD 
ot of noite yqqud « to sanviteqes silt: dtiw SUVS 
ai notte to nousiiedib suoitely stom Seta = 
lifes soivesq yd bei hae doriveonign 5908 
wl .ysilidim adi nt ily s to noliquest St) vat Bon 

quome whinin 2 ev soniteaqge oildug wid mnogu, vo) we 
air arena tlhegare bis efsing oft thod ,oiqasq eili mitre 
pestersas ei! boats rierbe has boone sine 

foul ex myond-sew of 2@ dtoul e¢ Tome be 

(nosh oved sw ec) erenea vied) vd bontinos aawed ~ 
idslagA ni noling atdurwlmosae yhlit pray Bat 

ot yus myodsiw smirsardt sot stot boniesb bas 

dui bowinety od lel ad wil (Sl Ing 

eotennil bes less diay yilliniar eid nbooterl . 
efigit sromerg of tout ao yHiece ode yusilhovaert ; 
od doidw lo yistacl oft_sytsl of to ,slemiband 
ow dyvorwl biwbl box sli sdimom £ enw 
gwodul Weloy ni enotaeymos taglines Joma 
-<jitst bor sil ta yiav ai bafieaacs yislols 
beg ,osivedt wt ssivtlide lo yialimil ni fam 
thidw ; qilwolist kxjloy Je ebaod wag ade ni 
6} yoomils: Aiteding (tov es tioaesl mot wath 
<wynos Lovelad silo dinow bas vrbtiem ale 
: yawe nodar yinebbal a ase. joel ow) 4 
borstivt od nobuot ci ynisd 1d02- meg al 

tit do. sbutitlein od Daron sivserivaixeeat seat ; 
svini- ad? to 2@oupslaony ci quaedas abasizt e. 
ihe baA unset domed adder noist 

baw mivodel cid Saari, evnisdil me 36 caw od 

od teil: .pO0k tayo ads His roiled es alowed 
miedligam sds siloe weaqye of banocraul aw 
sousupelao? nt bite .beishet soled as lished Mo 


"overt. 
fe aoe 
teak 


ode nf)? STP at be i bas t ey 

boii sf 9-80: youre belles oentt ao dioe, 5 =O 

gil 1") Pepe Ie ¥ é 

) ile At tag’ Oeeeeh, 
Agwod 7 : id sion 


4% ; urs oe 
= . _y 
ee 


ak Te iF, 


praifing the Almighty for the many Jweet ensoy- 
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his courfe in this life, in his prifon at Appleby, c 
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after a ficknefs of nine days. During his im- XVM. 
prifonment, he evidenced the peaceful and ealy ~~~, 


‘tenour of his foul, by his patience, and refigned 
acquiefcence in all his futterings ; and that his 


outward lofles were abundantly compenfated by 
that inward peace, which he was favoured. with 
in reward of fidelity to manifefted duty: Where- 
by in his ficknels he was preferved to the laft in 
that amiable equanimity; which had fo re- 
markably characterized him through life. AS 


‘he approached the verge of time, he felt the full 
benefit of his having paffed the time of his lo- 


journing here in fear; being, through this laft 
{cene of mortality, borne up in his {pirit fuperior 


-to his fufferings, by the ferenity of his confcience; 


and above the fear of death, by feeling the fting 
thereof taken away. Expreffing himfelf in his 


1668, 


ficknefs; That he was content, and ready to die ; Piety pro- 


with on that his prifon-houfe bed whereon be lay, 
freely forgiving all who had an hand in his re- 


frraint. “ This, (faid he,) was the place of my ' 


“¢ firft imprifonment, and if it be the place of my 
*¢ Jaying down the body, Lam content.” ‘lwo days 


‘before his death, his wife and friends being pre- 


fent, he addrefled himfelf to them as follows, 
“ Friends, as to matter of ;words, you mult 


-« not expect much more from me, neither is 


<¢ there any great need of it; as to {peak to mat- 


-& ters of faith to you, who are fatisfied, only — 
“« that you remember my dear love to all friends 


<¢ who enquire of me, for I ever loved friends 
«¢ well, and any others in whom truth appear- 
s¢ ed; and truly God will own his people as he 

hati 
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“CH AP.¢ hath ever hitherto done, and as we have daily | 


xvii. 


« witnefled: For no fooner had they pafled that 


——~w— ee at againft us for banifiument, to the great 


"TO08- 


“© fuifering of many good friends, than the Lord 
<¢ jtirred ‘up enemies, even three great nations, 
«* whereby the viclence of their hands was ta- 
“¢ ken off. <As.tor me, l am well, and content 
-< to die: Tam not afraid at all of death: And 
“ truly, one thing I have obterved, which is, 
“* that this generation pafleth away—many good 
‘ and yaluable friends have been within thefe 
“© few years taken from us, and therefore friends 
6‘ had need to watch and-be very faithful, fo 
<6 that we may leave a good and not a bad fa- 
“ your to the fucceeding generation; for you | 
‘fee, it is but a little time, that any of us have - ' 
me to. itay Mere... 

‘. Several of the principal. inhabitants of Ap. 
‘pleby, and particularly the mayor, vifited him 
-in his ficknefs, and fome of them praying that 
- God might {peak peace to his foul, he anlwered, 
- He bath dene it. A few hours before he. de- 
parted, fome friends from other’ places being 
come to vifit him, he enquired after, their. wel- 


al 
an 


‘fare, and prayed fervently, That the Lord by his — q 


‘mighty power might preferve them out of all Such 
- things as might fpot and defile. His voice then 
“by reaion of weaknels failed, yet recovering a- 
gain he faid, ¢ I have fought the way of the 
“ Tiord from a child, and lived innocently ‘as’. 
«© among men; and if any enquire concerning |, 
6 my latter end, Tet them know that I die in 
'«¢ the faith in which | lived and fuflered for.” 
After thefe words, he uttered fome others in 
prayer to God,’ and fo finifhed his life in 


perfect 
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1 perfect peace in the fiftieth year of hisc H AP. 
ages . XVII. 
>. The efforts of his enemies (caufelefsly fuch) “~~ 
exerted with feverity on his perfon and property, 1668. 
could not fully his reputation any more than his 
confcience: Confpicuous for ‘his virtues, and 

the innocence and integrity of his life, he was as 
generally refpected and fpoken well of amongft 

moft ‘who knew him, as his futlerings were com- 
miferated, and the unmerited enmity and cru- 

elty of his perfecutors condemned. In his out- 

ward confinement his free fpirit, his love to the 
brethren, and his zeal for the caule of truth, re- 

mained unconfined, whereby his perfecutors 
- were fruftrated in their defigns, as far as they 
expected by his imprifonment to deprive the fo- 

ciety of his ufeful fervices ; for although he was 
re(trained from travelling and edifying his friends 

by his miniftry, yet he neglected not, by his 

pen, to comfort and ftrengthen them under their 

deep trials, in which he was their companion ; 

to defend their doétrine againft thofe who op- 

pofed it, and his own practice, for which he fuf- 

fered, in a copious treatife again{t oaths, wherein 

he maintained the unlawfulnefs of {wearing un- 

der the golpel. 

Some time before his deceafe he made his 
will, wherein he bequeathed a token of his at- 
feétionate remembrance to feveral of his bre- 
thren and fellow-labourers in the miniltry. Ye 
alfo left a legacy to his poor friends in thole 
parts where he lived. For although his perfonal 
eftate was forfeited to the king for ever, the 
confifcation of his real eftate was only during 
his life ; fo from thence having fomething left, 
he ordered the difpofal thereot by will. 
You. U, QO Vie 
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-C HAP, He writ alfo an Epiftle of Advice and Counfel 
XVH. as his laft will and teltament to his daughter, 
“~— imparting direGion for her future condud in 
1668. life, which conveying uleful inftruction to young 

people, more peculiarly thofe of the female fex, 
it may not be ufelefs to annex the following ab- 
{iract thereof. 


** Daughter Abigail, 


Abtraa of  ‘¢ This is for thee to take heed unto and ob- 
his etter’ ¢¢ ferve, for the regulating thy conyerfation in 
daughter. *¢ this world, fo that thy life may be happy and 
‘© thy end bleffed, and God glorified by thee in 
“* thy generation. I was not heir to great pol- 
‘© fellions ; but the Lord hath endowed me with 
«© a competency, and hath been as a tender fa- 
< therto me, becaufe I trufted in him, and loved 
‘“¢ righteoufnels from a child. 
** My counfel to thee is, that thou remember 
s¢ thy Creator in the days of thy youth, fear 
‘© him and ferye him all thy days: Firft feek the 
“« kingdom of God and the righteoulnefs there- 
“© of. Though thou be korn into the world a 
** reafonable creature, yet thou muft be born 
* again into God’s image. Seck and thou halt 
“© find; wait and thou fhalt receive. If thou 
“© afk, in what and how muft I feek and wait? 
“¢ Linform thee that thou muft filence all thy 
‘* own thoughts, and thou muft turn thy mind 
“© to that which is holy and good within thy- 
 felf, the light of .Chrilt Jefus, wherewith thou 
“ art enlightened, which fhews thee when thou 
 doft evil, and checks and reproyes thee for 
‘¢ it: Take heed unto that, and it will thew the 
‘* eyil motions and thoughts; and as thou lovelt 
qs it 
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it; if will fubdue thei, and preferve thee forc HAP, 


the time to come out of the evil;-and thou 


wilt feel thy heavenly lather working in thee, 


and begetting thee into life, and thou wilt 
feel the powet of the Lord ftrengthening thee 
in thy little, and making thee grow in the 


XVI. 
—— 
1668, 


immortal feed, and outgrow all evil, fo that - 


thou wilt daily die to it, and take no pleafure 
in it, but in the Lord; and his goodnefs and 
virtue fhed abroad in thy heart. Love the 
Lord with thy heart and foul, even him that 
made thee, and gave beifig to thee and all 
things in heaven and on earth. And do 
thou enquire of thy dear mother, fhe will in- 
form thee, fhe knows him and the way to 
life and peace 3 and hearken to her inftruc- 
tions. 

“ Be fober-minded in thy youth, and delight 
to read the fcriptures and friends books, and 
take heed to what thou readelt, to conform 
thy practice tlrereto, as far as thou under- 
{tandeft, and pray often to the Lord, that he 
will encteafé thy knowledge in his law, and 
open thy underftanding in ‘the things of his 
kingdom. Search thy heart often by the light 
of Chrift in thee, bring thy deeds to it, that 


‘they may be tried thereby ; and examine thy- 


felf, how the cafe ftands between the Lord 
and thee: And if-thou feel conviction for 
any wrong. thing, regard the reproofs of in- 
ftruGion, they are the way of lite; humble 
thyfelf in forrow, and turn unto the Lord 
and he will fhew thee mercy, and take heed 
for the time to come that thou run not into 
the fame evil again: Keep thy heart clean ; 
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c Hap.‘ watch againft the evil in thyfelf, in that which 
xv. “ f{hews it, wherein there is power, and thereby 
“~w— “ thou haft power to overcome all evil. 
1608. ** Dear child, avoid fenfual and finful plea- 
‘* fures, which are but tranfient delights termi- 
** nating in mifery ; but keep under the crofs to 
** the carnal will and affections ; avoid evil and 
<* loofe company, for evil communications cor- 
“* rupt good manners; and aflociate with thofe 
who fear the Lord, who worfhip in fpirit ,and . 
** in truth, whofe lives are holy and exem- 
“¢ plary, and whofe converfation is pure and 
“¢ blamelels. . — 
** And now, Abigail, as to thy well-being in 
‘* this life, this is my advice and counfel unto 
** thee; love thy dear mother; ever obey and 
“‘ honour her, and fee thou grieve her not; 
** be not ftubborn or wilful, but fubmiifive to 
** her inftruction, and obedient to her com- 
“* mands, whofe love hath been too great, ever 
** thee and thy fifters, which hath brought too 
*¢ much trouble upon herfelf. Do thou always 
*¢ live with her, and be an help unto her, and 
*¢ cherifh her in her advanced years, that fhe 
‘¢ may be comforted in thee, and her foul may 
*¢ blefs thee, Love thy filters, and be, always 
*¢ courteous unto them and thy brother ; encou- 
“rage one another to good. Learn in. thy 
* youth to read, write, ‘lew and knit, and all 
‘* points of honeft labour and good-houfewifery 
“¢ that become a. maid, and as thou growelt up 
*¢ in years labour in the affairs of the country. 
“ Flee idlenefs and floth as the nourifhers of 
<¢ evil, and beware of pride and vain curiofity ; 
“ be well content with fuch apparel as thy mo- 
eoitier 
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ther will permit thee, and as thou mayeft bec HA Pp. 
XVI. 


a good example unto others. And if thou 
live to be a woman, keep thyfelf unfpotted, 
and let not thy mind out after vain {ports and 
paftimes; the end of all thefe is forrow. And 
in thy converfe with young men be very dif- 
creet,, and watchful over thy affections, not 
to be unwarily drawn in to any imprudent or 
unhappy attachment. Preferve the modelty 
of thy fex inviolate: If thou incline to marry, 
feek not an hufband, but let an hufband feek 
thee: And if thou-live in the fear of God, 
and lead an honeft and virtuous life, .they 
that fear God will feck unto thee. Let not 
out thy affections to every one that offers, but 
be very confiderate ; and above all things (af 
thou doft marry) choole a religious man 3 and 
make thyfelf thoroughly acquainted with his 
converfation and courfe of life before thou 
give confent. Be difereet and wife, hide no- 
thing from thy mother, and if fhe be living, 
marry not without her content. And if thou 
join thyfelf to an hufband} Jet it be thy elpe- 
cial care to preferye thy affection to him un- 
impaired ;_ be compliant to his defire, and 
honour him before all; give him no occafion 
of uneafinels or difflatisfaction ; but be gentle 
and eafy to be entreated, and mind thy own 
bufinefs: By thefe means thou wilt engage his 
heart, and encreafe his. aifection to thyfelf: 
And if the Lord give thee children, bring 
them up in his fear, and in useful employment, 
that thou mayeft be favoured with the Lord’s 
bleffing in thy youth, in thy advancing years, 
and all thy lifelong. ‘Thete things I give thee 
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CHA Pp.“ in charge to obferye as my Minp and WipL, 


EVEL Tes 
Lan 
1668, 


‘* and CounsgeL unto thee unalterable, 


«Thy dear father, 


« FRANCIS HOWGILW", | 


“© 26th, smo. 1666.” 


*Perfecution for religion feemed at prefent to 
fubfide; and more liberal fentiments to have, 
been adopted by the moderate part of the lead. 
ing men among the epifcopalians. A {cheme 
was faid to be in agitation for comprehending the 
prefbyterians in the body of the Englifh church, 
and granting a toleration to other diffenters, 
The Chief Juftice Hales undertook to draw up 
the bill, and the keeper of the great feal, Or; 
lando Bridgeman, to fupport it in parliament 
with all his intereft. Sheldon, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, being appriaed of the defign, gave 
the alarm, to the bifhops by circular letters, en- 
joining them to make an exa& enquiry into the 


number of conventicles within their refpective, 


diocefes. Having received all the information 
lie could procure, he in company with other bi- 
fhops exerted endeavours to fruftrate. the good 
defign, and by exaggerating all circumftances to 
the king, prevailed with him to ifflue a procla- 
mation ordering the laws again{ft non-conformilt 


minifters to be put in execution. ‘The parlia~. 


ment, upon mecting after the provogation fe- 
conded the efforts of the bifhops, by a refolve, 
prohibiting the bringing in any fuch bill, by an, 
| addrefs 
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addrefs of thanks to the king for iffuing his pro- 
clamation, and appointing a committee to en- 
quire into the conduét of the non-conformitts, 
who reported that divers conventicles and fedi- 
tious allemblies were held in the neighbourhood 
of the parliament, in defiance of the laws, and 
endangering the public tranquillity, whereupon 
the houfe declared, they would adhere to the 
king for the fupport of government in church 
and ftate. Thus the seneeatiiy laws were kept 
in force, and in confequence thereof fome fleps 
were taken to break up the meetings of the dif- 
fenters, which had been for fome time held 
without moleftation. The people called Qua- 
kers neverthelefs, appear to have been pretty 
much undifturbed by the civil power through 
this year, in comparifon of the former, their 
fufferings being moftly by excommunications, 
imprifonments and diftraints for their conicienti- 
ous fcruple againft paying ecclefiaftical demands, 
feveral of which however were unrealonably fe- 


vere™. 
In 


* Robert Goodes of Wraflingworth in Bedfordfhire, was 
profecuted in the King’s Bench for tithes of 4g]. value, at 
tbe fuit of one Goodchild a tithe-farmer, who obtained a 
yerdia for 135]. treble value ; for which his goods were 
taken by an execution to the value of 200. but fo under- 
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valued by the fheriff’s officers, that they pretended yet to, 


want 41). 3s. 4d. of their demand, for which they took 
away his bed, and committed him to prifon. Befle, vol. 1. 


t prot Thomas Cole of Lexden in Effex nine cows worth 3ol. 
were taken by diftrefs for tithes. Befle, vol. i. p. 202. ° 

Robert Latche of Cherinton in Kenr, had his corn feized 
and taken’ off his waggon, as he was bringing it home, by @ 
perfon employed by an impropriator, who had before taken 
his tithe off the Jand. ‘This proceeding was without any co- 


jour of law, and was fo rudely aéted, that the ne. Ro- 
ert’s 
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In the fpring of this year, George Fox (ravel- . 
ling in the northern countries received intelli- 
gence, . 


bert’s wife, being with child, was inhumanly abufed, thrown . 
into a ditch among the bufhes, and ftamped upon. Befle, 
vol. 1. p. 294. : 

“John Sagar of Lancafhire, profecuted in the ecclefiaftical 
court, was excommunicated for not appearing there at a 
time when he was clofe fhuc up in jail, and in confe- 
quence of that excommunication was detained in prifon four 
years and anhalf. His wife, afflicted at the lofs of her huf- 
band, and the difficulty of fupporting four children in his ab- 
fence, became diftraéted: The profecutor would not permit 
him the liberty of fo much as once vifiting his wife in that 
doleful condition. Befle, vol. 1. p. 317. 

George Craggs, prieft of Anderley in Lincolnfhire, with , 
three fervants, came to William Cliff of that town, as he 
was loading his corn, and demanded tithes, which becaufe 
William refufed ro give him, the prieft ordered his fervants 
to ftrike him and his wife, faying, they are excommunicated 
perfons, and if you knock them on the head, there is no law 
againft you : I will be your warrant ; the way is clear. His 
fervants not anfwering his purpofe, he himfelf ftruck the 
man’s wife witha fork, and the hufband defiring him to for- ° 
bear, and not abufe his wife, who was then with child, the . 
prieft, enraged, puihed her violently on the body feveral 
times, and threw her down; he alfo faid to his fervants, 
fetch my frword, Iwill be revenged of them. In thort the 

cor woman was fo affrighted, and forely hurt and bruifed, 
that fhe foon after mifcarried of two children, one of which 
had plain marks of the blows received, and fhe herfelf was 
in great danger of her life. Within a few days after this 
barbarity to the woman and her unborn babes, the prieft alfo 
caft ber hufband into prifon by a writ de excommunicato capi- 
endo, by that moans as it were burying the man alive, whom 
he could not excite his fervants to kill. Beffe, vol. i. p. 

oO. 

‘William Dayid of Cardiganfhire, a poor man, who rented 
fome land at 50s. per annuin, was annually demanded 2os. 
for tithe, for which five times the value was conftantly ta- 
ken, fo that his tithe amounted to double his rent. One year 
the tithe-mongers took from him two cows, whofe fuckling 
calves for lack of futtenance died. Beffe, yol.ay p.742- 
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gence, when he came into Lancafhire, that hisc a P. 
old adverfary, Colonel Kirby, had thrown out XVH, 
threatenings, that if he came into thofe parts he —-w~~ 
would caft him into prifon; but at the time of 1668. 
his coming, Kirby being confined by the gout, 

he efcaped out of his hands, continued his 
journey to Liverpool, and embarked from 

therice in company with John Stubbs and Thomas 

Briggs for Ireland, fpent fome time in vifit- 

ing his friends in that nation, and foon after his 

return married Margaret Fell, 
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Abufes of Friends previous to the Infurreétion of 
the Fifth-monarchy men.—Unlawful Seizure of 
Cattle.—Sufferings of Francis Winfon.—Of Se- 
veral Friends confequent to the Infurreclion.— 


Of Friends of Shrew/fbury, 


THE number of the people called Quakers. inc 1 A P. 
many parts of this principality being confidera- XVIII. 
bly encreafed, they were expofed to the like ~~ 
feverities with their friends in England, even 166% 
before the infurreétion of the fifth-monarchy 
men had furnifhed a palliative for violating the 

king’s 
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CHA P. king’s promife of protection to tender confci- 
_, ences. . We meet with the following {pecimen 
1660, Of the malicious difpofition which adluated their 
adverfaries, and of their precipitancy, in thefe 
remote parts as well as many others, hurrying 
them into perfecution without waiting for any 
apparent caufe or colourable pretence, except 
that of holding their religious meetings. 

Abufes of In Merionethfhire, in the month called Auguft, 

friends pre- . : 2 ° a. 
vines Preeabout fourteen friends being met for religious 
inturrection worfhip, were aflaulted by Alban Vaughan, and 
Monarduy> Leveral rude perfons armed with fwords, who 
mtu, haled them out of the meeting place, and threat- 
ened to carry them to Carmarthen caftle twenty- 
fix miles off; but after they had driven them 
about two miles, frequently ftriking them with 


their fwords, they let them go. A few days af- 


ter the fame body of armed men on horfeback 
came to the feveral dwelling houfes of thole they 
had thus abufed, and haled them out by vio- 
lence, fome out of their beds, wounding, beat- 
ing and bruifing feveral ; and drove them on foot 
before their horfes twenty miles to Bala: Four 
of them were required to take the oath of al- 
legiance, and for refufing it were committed to 
the jailer’s cuftody, who put them in irons, and 
caufed them to go fettered twelve miles to pri- 
fon, where he kept them with others of their 
friends, above twenty im all, about fifteen or 
fixteen weeks, not fuffering any to carry them 
food or other neceflaries, and taking away their 
bibles, inkhorns, knives and moncy, and daily’ 
infulting and abufing then ina barbarous man: 
ner. 
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-Nor was the corporal abufe and imprifonmentc H 4 P. 
of their perfons a fufficient gratification of the XVIII. 
malignity or avarice of their perfecutors, exor- “~~~ 
bitant depredation was added to perfonal injury ; |, os 
for feveral of faid perfons, during their impri- ae 
fonment, had their cattle feized in great num- ‘tue. 
bers, about fix hundred and fifty head in all, 
which were driven to Bala, there fold, and the 
amount difpofed of ‘at pleafure, without render- 
ing any account thereof to the owners. 

They continued to be harraffed in like manner 
in different parts of this principality ; their meet- 
ings being illegally broken up by foldiers with 
{words drawn and lighted matches ; they gene- 
rally took the men to fome juftice to tender 
them the oaths, and for their confcientious re- 
fufal drove them in crowds to prifon, unul the 
infurrection of the Millenarians or fifth-monar- 
chymen broke out, upon which the friends in 
Wales fuffered equally with their brethren in the 
different parts of England. Francis Winfon was Sufferingsof 
taken out of his own houfe by foldiers, kept ce 
two days upon guard, and fixteen days at the poor man. 
marfhal’s houfe, where he was hardly ufed; after 
which he was brought before the commufhoners, 

‘who tendered him the oath, and fent him to pri- 
fon, where he was fhut up in a dungeon. He 
was a poor labouring man, had a wife and five 
{mall children, whofe fubfiftence depending upon 
his labour, they fuffered much hardihip by means 
of his confinement. ; : 

On the 31ft of the month called January, sufierings 
Walter Jenkins, John Williams, Philip Wee 
liams and Charles Jenkins were forcibly taken. fequent to 
out of their beds, their doors being DiCn es 
ken open by a party of horfe, feveral of whole 

officers 
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officers were papilts. ‘They broke open their 
coifers and trunks under pretence of fearching 
for arms, and though their violent fearch difco- 
vered none, they drove thefe inoffenfive men 
feveral miles, through mire and dirt, to an old 
ca{tle, where they were detained until the next 
morning, when the captain of the troop came, 
and ordered a party of rude foldiers to conduct 
them to Monmouth, who drove them thither 
moft inhumanly along the dirty road, not fufter- 
ing them to walk on the foot-way. The mayor 
of Monmouth committed them to prifon for re- 
fufing to fwear, where they were confined in a 
place noifome and ollenfive by its filthinels to an 
extraordinary degree. » Hither William John, 
who was taken from his bufinefs in the field, was 
fent to bear them company, where being con- 
fined together feveral of them fell fick, through 
the noifomenets and unwholefome air of thei 

prifon, upon which the jailer removed them to 
his own houfe. Several were taken travelling 
on the highway about their lawful occafions and 
fent to prifon, and in fome parts watches were 
fet with orders to futler no Quaker or Anabaptift 
to go from one pariih to another, or gather to- 
gether to any meeting or conventicle, but to 
take efpecial care to fecure all Quakers in their 
refpetive parifhes. Such was the violent bitter- 
nels of the perfecutors here, that the mere 
name of Quaker expofed thole that bore it to the 
lofs of their liberty, and in confequence of thefe 
orders forty perfons of this denomination were 
taken, fome from their own houles, fome on the 
highway, and others from their religious meet- 
ings, and fent to prifon at Cardiff. 
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At Shrewfbury the number of prifoners being¢ Ha # 
alfo large, many of their friends, from the im- XVIII. 
pulle of chriflian love, came to vifit and aflilt 
them. As foon as the foldiers who kept guard , ese c 
at the prifon difcovered any of thefe perfons cena te 
coming to vifit the prifoners, they immediately ear 
apprehended them, and carricd them to the” 
mayor, who tendered them the oath and fent 
them to prifon. ‘Yo recite at full length all the 
feverity and abufe they uncerwent in the different 
parts of Wales, fimilar to the inhuman treatment 
they fuffered in different parts of England, would 
be tedious and irkfome to write and to. read; 
fuffice it therefore to remark, that the fame vin- 
dictive fpirit, which hunted them from their 
meetings, their houles, their lawful employ- 
ments, to prifon, was manifefted in the ulage 
they met with there, fhut up in filthy clofe rooms, 
feven in a hog-houfe, expofed to all weathers 
without fufficient fhelter; others thrult among 
felons and murderers, who robbed them of their 
food and money, and otherwile abufed them 
‘with impunity; aged and fickly people kept 
whole winters without fire, whereby their hands 
and feet were much fwelled; wives who had 
come many miles through great difficulty to 
fee their imprifoned hufbands, prohibited trom 
feeing them or carrying them provifions, and 
forcibly fent away, One of them, Elizabeth 
Holme, only for this office of affection and duty, 
had her horfe and faddle feized, and herfelf ce- 
tained in prifon with»her hutband. Many of | 
thofe at liberty were grievoully beaten and. a- 
bufed to the hazard of their lives by wicked 
perfons on the road, who on prefumption of im- 
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¢ HA P,punity made it their fport to infult and abufe 
XVIII. them. ~~ 
~—_—=s ‘Thus in time of peace, undifturbed by them, 
1660. they were expofed to all the evils of war (except 
a violent death,) for what ufage more inhuman 
could they experience from the invafion of a 
foreign enemy, than they did trom their own, 
neighbours in this heat of party-rage and civil 
tumult, artfully kindled for the mere purpofe of 
forcing conformity again{t confcience, or punifh- 
ing confcientious non-conformity ? 
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Git His AuuP. ‘ork IX. 
Sr Oe FeAS ND: 


Convincement of Alexander Yaffray and Margaret 
Mollefon, ames Urqubart, Robert Gordon and 
ohn Robinfon.—William Forbes, contrary to con- 
viction, publifhes an Excommunication againft 
Urgqubart.— Next under the like Conviction, being 
about to publifh one againft his own Daughter, is 
prevented by fudden Death.—George Gray and 
Agnes Simon convinced.—The Priefts of Aber- 
‘deen endeavour to frir up Perfecution.—T he Po- 
pulace excited to riot.—The Priefts by appli- 
cation to the Bifbop get Andrew Yaffray fined 
and confined. — David Barclay convinced. — 
And foon after bis Son Robert.—And Litias 
Skein. 


Tn 1659, Stephen Crifp, a man well qualified cH Ar. 
for that work, travelled into Scotland to preach *!*: 
the gofpel there, and fome time after William 


Dewtbury ; the gofpel teftimony of thefe faith- 


ful witnefles did reach the contciences of many 
who heard them, and amongtt thefe fome noted 
_ profeflors in * Aberdeen, particularly Alexander atesander 


jatle iy, &e, 


Jaffray, who had been chief magiltrate of that Jy. © 
_ city, a man in high repute amongtt the highel 
profeflors 
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c 14 P-profeflors of religion, and Margaret Mollefon?  B4 


XIX. > 


wife of Gilbert Mollefon, a magiftrate of Aber- . | 


deen, a woman of diftinguifhed character a. 
moneft the better fort for her religious endow- 

ments. 
1663. ‘the faid Alexander Jaffray, foon after his 
convincement, removed to Inverary, and was in- 
. {trumental to fettle a meeting there: By means 
whereof feveral thereaway having the opportu- 
nity of hearing the doctrines of this people de- 
sabia Urquhart and his wife, Robert Gordon and John 
ae oe Robinfon. After fome time James Urquhart fell 
Rainto, under the cenfure of the prefbytery and was ex- 
communicated ; the excommunication was fent 
William to William Vorbes, prictt of the place of Urqu- 
traryto hart’s refidence, with an injunction from the 
pivithessn pretbytery for him to publith it from the pulpit. 
excomnu- To complying with this injunction he felt great 
paint James reluctance, from a ‘conviction of the worth and 
Urquhart. integrity of the perfon he was enjoined to read 
the fentence again{ft; but under the profpe& of 


the probable lofs of his flipend, in cafe of his 


difobeying the prefbytery, interefted confidera- . 


tions overczme his convictions, and he publicly 
pronounced the fentence againft him, in direct 
oppofition to the dictates of his own confcience. 
He afterwards fell under great uneafinefs and 
anxicty of mind, which dilcompofed him to fo 
‘reat a degree that for fome time he was dif- 
qualified from performing the offices of his func- 
tion, until at length he made this ingenuous 
confellion, ‘That bis difcompofure was a suft judg 
ment upon bim, for curfing with his tongue a per- 
fon whom he believed in his own confcience to be 
a very boneft men. But notwithftanding the 
ftrength 


clared, were convinced: Of thefe were James’ 
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ftrength of his conviétions at that time, he after-¢ H A P. : 

» wards fell into the like error in a cafe more XIX. 

4 nearly affe&ting him ; his own daughter Zane Secreta 
Forbes was convinced of the principles of the 1663. 
people called Quakers, and joined them in fo- 

~ ciety: Church proceedings were carried on a- ud undes 

+ gainft her to an excommunication, which her ees 
father was required by the pretbytery to PIO- oo tith one 
nounce. It is eafy to imagine in how diftrefling againit his 
an alternative he muft be hereby involved, un- ae 

der the profpeét of either wounding his con{ci- vented by 

ence and parental feelings, by pronouncing eke 

communication again{t his own daughter, whom 

he knew to be an honeft woman, or be ejected 

from his living for difobeying the presbytery. 

Again the latter confideration preponderated 

againft confcience and natural affection: But 

alas, the anxious conflict between confcience 

and felf-intere{t was too oppreflive for nature 

to fupport, he determined to read the excom- 

munication, but was fuddenly  ftruck with 

death, at the very time he purpoled to do it. 

About the fame time. with James Urquhart George 


my 


5 é «+ Gray and 
before mentioned, George Gray aud Agnes S1- anes he 


mon were convinced, two perfons fo highly 
thought of for their religious attainments and cir- 
cum{peét converfation, that the prieft of the parifh 
whereto they belonged made it his boaft, that 

he had a weaver anda poor woman whom he 
would defy any of the Quakers to equal, either 

in knowledge or a good life: but when fhortly 
after both thefe hearers of his withdrew from 
under his teachings, and joined the Quakers, 
the prieft was exceedingly enraged thereat. 
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The faid Agnes Simon, after her convince.. ”. 
ment, readily opened her houfe for the keeping » 
of religious meetings, and the neighbouring | 
people flocked to the aflemblics held there in’ 
fuch numbers, that her houle could not contain 
them, wherefore they met in the open field, 
where Patrick Living{tone was made in{trumen- 
‘tal, with fome others, to the convincement of 
many in thofe parts. ‘Uhis convincement draw- 
ing away many of their hearers, mightily alarm. 
ed the priefts of Aberdeen, viz. * George Mel. 
drum and John Menzies and others, who in con. 
fequence thereof exerted their endeavours to pre- 
vent the progrefs of this people, by afperfing 

them 


* The minifters refitted thein and their teflimony, by afperf- 
ing them with many grofs caluinnies, lies and reproaches, as 
demented, diflvacted, bodily poffiffed of the devil, praQifing 
abominations under colour of being led to them by the fpirit ; 
and as to their principles, blafphemous deniers of the true 
Chrift, of heayen, hell, angels, the refurrection of the body, 
and day of judgment. ‘This was the vulgar and familiar 
language of the pulpits, for a time received as unqueftionable 
truths, ’till about the year 1663 fome fober and ferious perfons 
in and about Aberdeen began to exaiine the ways and prin- 
ciples of this people more narrowly, which proving upon en- 
guiry to be far otherwile than they were veprefented, their 
enquiry let them fee the integrity and foundnels of this abufed 
people, and the prejudiced difingenuiry and enmiry of their 
accufers. R. Barcluy’s preface to Truth cleared of calumnies. 

1666. George Meldrum preached a mott virulent fermon 
againit the Quakers, wherein ke reprefented them in fuch 
colours as he thought molt adapted to excite his hearers in- 
dination againit them, and confeious of the poilible yround- 
leffnefs of his accufitions, to fecure his calusmy from confu- 
tation, enjoined his auditors, who had taken it down in writ- 
ing, ‘not to let the Quakers have acopy : But Alexander Jattray 
and George Keith obtained a copy, which they found eafier 
to anfwer than to procure. Belle vol. i. p. 498. 


B  sissnes tod bines. shred tod isd) exodeowe Re 


sev ge VTROTeEIN . 


Ue eSSLt600 vt softs nome magh ie ott T3293 : 

E yargyaa oly dul slyad rad Lairaqo qlibaot est as =a} 
gmuidlgios wit bee agatigom cuotgilet 10” sgag.) 7 
al ed) bod evildaolis oft 07 hedsoft bs 


ble ateqo alt mt tom vedi solstonw fd 
‘roms shan enw anollyoivil Anal sted 
4¢ Suormeaniytics pdt or etedio such tw ger. 
wath ‘morsorbries edt eres slot a gener 
miele yliigim roried alot) le raeor gawe nek 
‘Jol sutuowd * iy rovlaedA to ellvinp ai, ba 
aie) «f odlw toda, be exixasl4 ostol bos won 
‘esnqor eovestiuy tet aiisxs joyvarls soupn pal 
yeihoqls vd kag tnt to cbt yong ost? 3007 


peetit 


¥ rt ait a 
Ten aki ath srry quit acd uliwry prec 
fralinit etn te 4 sol (iupes 


ou) ni me a al. wivtgil ov ) set 7 
aii sToiratl eta wi y a « ftom od “ : 


~Lvo worry sluitog aihy Vo suuddtons bory grivotld Shi Pacer of 
rides nonl conn? id vivsahotemiherin ed Te, ™% 
“ow m awul wole bad ala wothun ant 


vert spbaencl A sl. | gqcte ound eee’ “a pa aval 
voles bawel. gas i adw a baa 27s 


Bey 4g. th stow 


(al Seeeng oF o . 
- - i mie ae 


PEOPLE carrep QUAKERS. 259 


them from the pulpit with undeferved calumnies C H A P. 
and reproaches, in order to incenfe the magi- oe 
{trates to fupprels them, and to raife among the 66 
ruder and and lefs intelligent part of their hearers, crates 
a fpirit of riot and indignation, prone to abule ne fel 
and vilify them on all occafions. ‘Their efforts Menzies, 
to excite the magiftrates againft them met nof, pie ai es 
as yet, with the fuccefg they wifhed for, their grobly cae 
violent attempts being in feveral inftances fruf- noone 
trated ; for they could not by their utmoft en- called Qua- 
deavours prevail upon the fecular power to exert atlas 
itfelf to the height of perfecution they aimed at, ' Hr up 
which was the total fuppreflion of that people. CP geie 
But with the ignorant and ill-judging populace, 
their flanders had a more effectual influence, for 
it frequently happened that as foon as any of this FP ether 
perfuafhion appeared in their {treets, a mob ga-to riot and 
thered about them, ftoning, beating and abufing epule. 
them as they pafled quietly along : and fo deep- 
ly was this fpirit of riot and mifchief implant- 
ed in them, that this fpecies of perfecution and 
lawlefs abufe was continued in many parts of 
this nation, long after legal perfecution was abo- 
lifhed by the at of toleration. 

Being les fuccefsfut with the fecular power vhete 
than they defired, ‘nimical- as their principles priets by 

. _p_ application 
were to the power and office of bifhops, thefe t6 the bi- 
priefts, to coinpafs their aim, made no fcruple Mer pre- 
to excite the bifhop of Aberdeen, and by his drew Jaf- 
means archbifhop Sharp, to exert their power fy fof 
againft the people called Quakers. Andrew Jaf- confined. 
fray, a man of a blamelefs life, and of good 
efteem among the fober and ferious inhabitants, 
at the fuggeftion of thefe priefts, was fummoned 
to appear before the high commiffion court, be- 
fore which he was enabled to bear a faithful tel- 
timony to the truth; and although the archbi- 
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1666, 
- David Bar- 


clay con- 
vineed and 
his fon Ro- 
bert foon 
after. 
Lilias Skein 


Toe Key OF THE 


-fhop himfelf entered into a conference with him) * 


he could gain no advantage in argument againft 4 
him ; yet, to fatisfy the priefts, the court paffed |» 
fentence upon him, ‘ ‘That he fhould be con. 
** fmed to his own dwelling houfe, and keep 
no meetings therein, nor go any whither with- 
out the bifhop’s licenfe, under the penalty of 
«* a fine of 600 marks,’ which they efteemed , 
to be one fourth of his yearly rents. By the 
like means, at the fugeefiion of James Gordon, 
prieft of Alford, to the bifhop of Aberdeen, > 
Alexander Forbes of Archinhamper, and Alex. 
ander Gelly, were apprchended, carried away to 
Edinburgh, and imprifoned in the Cannongate 
Tolbooth fome time. 4 
But by thefe rigorous proceedings the priefts 
did not attain their defire, others from time to 
time fell off from them, and joined the Quakers 
by convincement, and amongit them fome per- 
fons of note: In the year 1666 David Barclay 
of Ury, adopted their proieflion, and fteadfaltly 
continued therein the remainder of his days. 
And in or about the next year his fon Robert 
‘was alfo convinced as before remarked. As was 
about the fame time Lilias Skein wife of Alex- 
ander Skein, one of the magiflrates of Aberdeen, 
a woman much efteemed for her religious accom- 
plifhments, and in a particular manner by the 
aforefaid George Meldrum their pricit. She was 
convinced or confirmed in her convincement by 
avery remarkable circumflance. She was actu- 
ated by an earne(ft defire to find out the way of 
truth, but difcouraged irom looking towards this 
fociety by notions and prepofleffions induftri- 
oufly inftilled into her mind and that of others 
of their hearers by the priefts againft that people, 
that they denied the fcriptures, and did not pray 
in 
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He in the name of ‘fcfus, of whom the feriptures teftify.C WAP. 4 
, But being vifited with indifpofition, the kept heres 
chamber in an apartment under the fame roof | ¢¢ 
> with Barbara Forbes, one of that fociety, at ss 
-. whofe dwelling the Quakers fometimes met, fo 
near the faid Lilias’s apartments that fhe could 

*. diftin@ly hear what pafied: here, attentively 

,  liftening, ‘fhe heard two Englifhwomen exercifed: 
both in preaching and praying, whofe teftimo-. 
nies fhe obferved to be replete with fcripture ex- 

. > preffions, and their prayers put up in the name 

of Jefus, and attended with life and_ power. 
From this demonttrative confutation of the ca- 
jumniating accufations of thefe priefts, whom 

fhe formerly admired, and to whole reprefenta- 

tions fhe had given entire credit, fhe was freed 

from her prepolleflions; and dilcovering the 
falfehood of their affertions, fhe withdrew from. 

their communion, and in confequence of this 
difcovery and the effectual reach of the teftimo- 

ny fhe had heard, fhe was fully convinced and 
joined in fociety with that people. And not 
long after her hufband, who had been a zealous 
oppofer of them, became a fincere convert to 

their chriftian principles. ‘This added fuel to 

the paflion of the prielts, who renewed their 
exertions to excite the magiftrates againtt them, 

but fill, as yet without attaining the full grati- 
fication of their withes. 
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' Great Numbers imprifoned in confequence of the’ 
Rifing of the Fifib-monarchy Men. — William’ 
Edmundjfon folicits and obtains their Releafc.—' 
Several Friends fined by ‘fudge Mian 
Sufferings for Tithe. -—-—E xtreme Virulence of 
George Clapham, Prie/t of Mountmelick.—lIreland 
governed by men of Moderatite. —William Ed- 
mundfon lays a Narrative of Clapham’s Pro- 
ceedings before the Government.—Who ts fum- 
ene before the Privy Council and Sharply res 
buked.—His malignant Proceedings in revenge. 

—Sufferings of Friends in Cork through the 
Rancour of Chriftopher Rye, Mayor.—kichard 
Pike dies in fail. — Meetings of Difcipline feta: 


tled.—George lox arrives in Ireland. 


CEREAL 


xx. JOBERT TURNER * having beth the year 
warw 1657 been inflrumental to the convincement of 
1660. fome perfons who refided about Grange near 
Charlemount, and by means of the labours of other 
friends, who. travelled in the exercife of their 
miniflerial gifts, their numbers encreafing, a 
meeting was fettled there this year, which con- 

tinues a large meeting at the prefent time, 
Upon the revolution of government which 
ga place at the King’s reftoration, and_ the 
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rifing of the Fifth-monarchymen, the peoplec Hap. 
called Quakers in this nation, fhared deeply in xx. 
the like feverities with their brethren in kng- — \~~ 
land; their meetings were broken up with vio- 1660. 
lence, they were taken out of their houfes, out pe ino. 
of their fields, on the public roads, and haled foned in 
‘to prifon in fuch numbers, that before the end See ve 
of the year there was a general imprifonment of the rifing 
friends through the kingdom. William Edmund- palais 
{on hath left an account in his journal that he ™™ 
with many more friends was prifoner at Mary- 
borough, but that the Lord fupported them, and 
bore up their fpirits above their fuflerings and 
the cruelties to which they were expoled,. that 
friends were frefh and lively, contented in the 
will of God; that they had many good mect- 
ings in prifon, the Lord’s prefence being with 
them, to their great confolation in him, who 
wrought liberty for them in his own time. 
They continued under fuffering through this 
year and part of the next; but neither the go- 
vernors nor inferior magiftrates in general feem 
to have been influenced again{ft them to an equal 
degree of animofity with thofe in England, Se- 
veral of them on the contrary difcovered an 
amicable difpofition and readinefs to relieve 
them. For after the nation becaine fettled, and 
the paflions of the people began to cool, William 
Fdmundfon, being then a prifoner, obtained his. 
liberty for about twenty days from the fheriff, witliam 
whereupon he went immediately to Dublin and Gee Ne 
folicited the lords juftices, the earls of Orrery obtains 
and Mountrath and Sir Maurice Eultace to fet ae al 
his friends at liberty, who were imprifoned in 


different parts of the nation, and was fo fuccefs- 


ful as to obtain an order for their relcafe. Se- | 
veral 
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CHA P.veral copies of the order being procured and 


See 


figned by the lords juftices, were forwarded ta 


“\— the fheri.re of the feveral counties, where any of 


1660. 


his friends were prifoners. 

And foon after he vifited the meetings of his 
friends through the nation, and enquired whe- 
ther the fheriffs had complied with the order, 
which appeared to be generally done. In about 
fix weeks he accomplifhed the bufinefs and re-+’ 
turned home; but found his friends in the! 
Queen’s county, where he refided, {till detained 
in prifon ; wherefore at the enfuing quarter fef.' 
fions he went to Maryborough, to demand of the’ 
juftices and high fheriff the reafon why the order! 
of tle lords juflices was not obeyed; the fheriff 
replied, they were detained for their fees, and 
they fhould pay them, or lie there and rot. This 
circumftance opbapaded him another journey to 
Dublin. But previoufly perceiving the juftices 


‘did not approve of the fheriff’s condudét, but 
fympathized with the prifoners, whole innocence 


had begot compaifion in the minds of them and 
athicna,¢ he procured from them a certificate of 
the reafon of their detention, which was figned 
by three of the juttices prefent. 

‘Thus provided he renewed his application to 
the lords juftices, and through the particular fa- 
vour of the earl of Mountrath (who, as well as 
his fon after him, entertained a perfonal regard for 
William Edmundfon, and a benevolent difpofi- 
tion towards his friends in general) he readily 
procured a pofitive order to the fheriff to fet 
friends at liberty without paying fees to any per- 
fon: with this order he haftened back, and de- 
livered it to the fheriff, who immediately compli- 


ed in releafing them, but with an ill-grace ; for 
being 
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being greatly exafperated at the deprivation ofc Ha P. 
this perquifite, he could not refrain from vent- ies 
jng abufive language and hard names at William rae 
Edmundfon for his interceflion in favour of the 
rifoners. 
The good effect of this order, and the bene- 
yolent difpofition of many magillrates, is farther 
‘evinced by the teftimony of Edward Cooke, ina 
Jetter from Dublin dated the 29th otio™ this 
year, in which he writes, ‘* Friends are gene- 
« rally well, and none in prifon but in Cork, 
ss where we expect fhortly to be releafed ; the 
“¢ juflices are very ready to help us at their fef- 
« fions, fo that at prelent we have no jult caule 
»  * to appeal any where elle*.” 
Yet there were fome magiftrates whofe treat- 
» . ment of this people was marked with a malevo- 
i lence, exciting them to illegal feverity and injul- 
tice refembling the perfecuting mealures we have 
noticed in England, particularly im this year 
judge Alexander, who caufed Henry Rofe, Tho- aren 
mas Shannon and nine others, who had been fined in 
apprehended at a meeting and committed to pri- nets 
fon at Carlow by John Malters, Portrieve, with- Alexander. 
out examination or mittimus in writing, and 
had been indicted at the quarter feffions, and by 
the jury found not guilty, to be again indicted at 
the aflizes, and being found guilty of meeting, 
he fined them 3201. 

At Cork he fined Alexander Atkins, Philip 
Dymond, Thomas Cooke and feveral other pri- 
foners 11gol. on the fame account. And at 
Waterford, upon ‘William Blanch, Wilham 
Wright and eight others he impofed a fine of 


580l. And at Limerick fundry friends being 
priloners 


1660. 
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c HAP.prifoners for the fame caufe of fimply meeting! %| 
XX. together, he fined them 4ol. a piece, and remand-: \. ! 
“v~ ed them to prifon, where they continued four. jj 
months, ’till releafed by an order from the lords 
juttices. , 
1665. They were alfo here as well as in England li-, 
able to grievous fullerings and fpoil of goods 
| from the covetoufnefs and malevolent difpofition 
of felf-interefted ecclefiafticks, who by them-: 
felves or agents frequently took diltrefles from 
‘soferings them manifold their demands, which for con- 
for uthes. fcience fake they could not pay. Many were 
imprifoned, and long continued in prifon on de-' 
finitive fentences and writs of excommunication,’ 
to which fome of the clergy, in the true fpirit 
of prieftcraft, endeavoured to give the force and 
extent of an outlawry, and annex all the dread- 
ful confequences with which they were attended 
in the darkeft ages of popery. George Clap- 
ham, prieft of Mountmelick in the Queen’s coun- 
ty, having procured the excommunication of 
William Edmundfon and feveral others, endea- 
voured to deter the millers from grinding their 
Fetreme corn for the ufe of their families, or any to {peak 
ae or trade with them: he watched the markets 
Gapham, and the Quakers fhops, and to thofe he faw or 
pci of _ knew to deal with them, he would fend an ap- 
lick. paritor to fummon them to the bifhop’s court, 
the apprehenfion whereof generally terrified them 
into a pecuniary compofition both with the mer- 
cenary pricit and apparitor, to get free from the 

efleéts of a profecution in this dreaded court. 
This fame prieft degraded the dignity of his 
funétion of a minifter fo far, as to tell his hearers, 
That if they mct any of the excommunicated 


Quakers 


b William Edmundfon’s Journal. 
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Quakers on the highway they fhould fhun themc HA P. 
ag they would fhun the plague ; tiat ine Ce yy ee 
owed them any debt, they need not pay it; or rt pe 
if they knocked them. on the head, the law 1665: 
would bear them out. Strange doétrine in- 
deed from one affuming the character of a mi- 
nifter of the gofpel! Lis doctrine however had 
not: the: defired effect wpon his hearers; they 
received it with abhorrence, and knowing the 
integrity of their peaceable neighbours, this 
fpecimen of his malignity leflened their reve- 
rence to their minifter, and awakened their 
fympathetic feelings for the fuilerers, they of- 
fered their fervants to carry their corn to the 
mill to fupply them with bread for their fa- 
milies, or any other kindnefs in their power, 
and by their humanity fruftrated fq far the evil 
defigns of this envious pricft. 

It was the happinels of Ircland at this time to 
be governed in church and ftate by men op teen ge 
more moderation, and lefs biafltd by the in- men of mo. 
fluence of a party fpirit and partial political de- it 
figns, than feveral of thofe in high flations in ponte 
England feem to have been. ‘The primate Boyle, 7” 
who was alfo chancellor, appears to be actuated 
by a very different temper from archbifhop Shel- 
don: I conceive from his conduct in this bufinefs 
the difcreet and judicious governor, who knew 
how to diftinguifh between real and imputed dil- 
loyalty ; between ithe admini(tration of ‘legal and 
arbitrary rule ; and to eftablifh the authority of 
the governor in the juftice and humanity of the wiitiam 


man. William Edmundion drew up a narrative Fdmundfon 


Jays a nar- 


of Clapham’s erols proceedings, and got it at- rative of 
tefted by the fignature of. feveral .of his. own Claphan’s 


. ; A roceedings 
people, with which he went to Dublin, and pe- before the 


titioned sever" 
ment. 
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| ec Hap.titioned the government upon the fubjeét there. ' 
Xx. of. he primate, as well as the privy council, 
ap oe before which it was laid, exprefled his indigna-_ 
tion at his proceedings, as contrary to all law 
nen ie. and rule; and immediately an order was iffued 
tppear be. £0F the prieft and apparitor to appear before the 
forethe council. They appeared accordingly, and met. 
| Pr dud ie’ With fevere reproof. ‘lhe primate faid he would 
“es pe make examples of them, and would have had 
aw them punifhed; but William Edmundfon in- 
formed him that he and his friends wanted no- 
thing more by their application, than a flop to 
be put to fuch cruelty as they had fuffered un- 
der, in order that they might live peaceably in 
their callings without moleftation. The primate 
bade William, If they did not defift from fuch 
proceedings, only write to him, and he would 
make them examples to the nation. So William 
| forgave them, and let the matter drop. This 
inftance of his pacific and forgiving fpirit fur- 
ther conciliated the good opinion of many prin- 
cipal men in authority of his principles, anda 
favourable regard towards him and his fellow 
profeffors in general. 
But Clapham being mightily incenfed againft 
Clapham’s William Edmundfon, for expofing his proceed- 
ye .ings, and bringing him under the cenfure of his 
i revenys. fWperiors, continued to-be vexatious to him and 
his friends, as far as in his power. Having 
| procured a neighbour’s horfe and car, he came 
| to William’s houfe, loaded and carried away a 
confiderable quantity of cheefe from him, and 
much goods, corn and even wearing apparel 
from other friends of the meeting he belonged 
to, for fome church rates, as he faid; and not 
fatished herewith, he, being a juflice of eo 
ent 
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fent a conftable to apprehend William Edmund-c i a P. 
fon (from a meeting at Mountmelick) and made XX. 
4 mittimus to fend him to Maryborough jail; ““~Y 
but the earl of Mountrath fuperfeded his war- 1665. 
rant, and fet William at liberty ’all the enfuing 
- affizes, at which the earl patronizing his caufe, 
and four lawyers pleading for him unfeed, again{t 
| two indiétments which the prieft had preterred 
' againft him, the indictments were quathed, and 
| ‘the prieft gained nothing by this vindictive at- 
tempt againft his peaceable neighbour but fhame 
and difgrace. 
Yet notwithftanding thefe repeated difappoint- 
ments, he continued to difcover his propenfity 
to perfecution by various efforts to bring both 
William Edmundfon and feveral others of the 
people called Quakers into trouble. He indict- 
ed William for not paying an affefiment towards 
the repairs of the public worfhip houfe, al- 
though he had been diftrained by the wardens 
and con{table for the fame before, who took a 
mare away from him worth gl. ros. He again 
indi@ted feveral friends for being at meeting on 
a certain day, and for not being at church (as 
he termed it) the fame day; in confequence of 
this profecution feveral were fined, and warrants 
iffued for levying the fines by diftraints. In 
order to ufe endeavours to refcue his friends 
from fuffering for the confcientious difcharge of 
apprehended duty, from the malice of unreafon- 
able men, William Edmundfon went again 
to Dublin, and prefented a petition upon the 
fubjeét to the lord lieutenant and council: him- 
felf and another friend were admitted into the 
council-chamber to ftate their grievance ; and 
after a patient and candid hearing the council 
gave judgment that the proceedings again{t them 
were 
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CHAP. were illegal. The lord lieutenant being defirous ‘oi ie 
XX. to be informed why they did not pay tithes to. = iy 
W— the minifters, William Edmundfon informed him 
1665. from the Scriptures, that ¢be law was ended that 
gave tithes, and the prie/thood ended that received 
them, by the coming and fuffering of Chrift, who 
bad fettled a minifiry on better terms, and ordered \."| 
them a maintenance: he then enquired what * 
maintenance the minifters muft have? and: ‘sf 
William replied, Chrift’s allowance, pointing Aen 
out from the Scriptures what that was; as the | %& 
Lord, he faith, opened them to him, and gave | oy 
him wifdom and utterance to treat the fubjed 
clearly to their underflandings. There were 
three bifhops prefent, but none of thenr made 
any objection in reply. ‘he lord heutenaut, in 
conclufion, bid God blefs them; adding that they 
foould not fuffer for not golig to the puble wor- 
foip, nor for going to their own mecisnigs. This 
favourable dilpofition of the chict ruler awed 
the pricft into quictnels, and occationed a pub- 
lic opinion that the Quakers had received a 
toleration of their religion, which was produc- 
tive of much eafe to the members of this fociety, 
who had fuffered greatly both by imprifonments 

and lofs of fubftance on a religious account, 

In effet of this moderation in the governors, 
the fufferings of the Quakers (io called) were 
inconfiderable through the courte of the fucceed- 

1667. ing year, and longer in mott paits; but in the 
year 1607 perfecution grew hot in Cork, through 

sufferings the intemperate rancour of Chriitopher Rye, 
oltrierds yyqyor of that city, to the members of this fo- 
inven the ciety, who imprifoned them in great numbers, 
eee nny 208 keeping up their rehgious mectings, 

| ner ba . ° . 2 “4 

Rye, way- and caufed their imprifenment to be particularly 
oS rigorous 
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rigorous and fevere ; and amongft other repect-C HA P. 
able inhabitants of the city, Richard Pike, who **- 
loft his life by cold and diltemper, contracted in —~y—~ 
the jail; and William Penn, lately convinced , 1667- 
there, as before related, who during his retin Pike dies 
dence in thefe parts, having contracted an inti- i jar 
mate acquaintance with many of the nobility 
‘and ‘gentry, wrote to the earl of Orrery, lord 
prefident of Muniter, acquainting him with the 
caufe and manner of their imprifonment, and 
foliciting him to interpole his authority for re- 
{toring them to their liberty, which requelt, fo 
far as related to himfelf, was readily granted, the 
earl immediately ordering his difcharge *. 

‘The fociety being now greatly encreafed in 1668. 
number, upon the receiving of George Fox’s 
epiftle of advice to fet up meetings of difcipline, Mectings 
the ufefulnefs and neceflity thereof appearing eitablithed 
manifeft to friends in Ireland, they proceeded ™ "#04 
to eftablifh them, in the fame manner as their 
brethren in England had done. ‘The care where- 
of refted principally upon William Edmundfon, 
who had been chiefly inftrumental to the gather- 
ing of the fociety in that nation, and preferving 
them in fidelity to their principles. ‘They began 
with eftablifhing provincial meetings to be held 
once in fix weeks; for thefe were prior to the 
monthly meetings, as the quarterly meetings in 
England were prior to the monthly meetings 
there ; and thole affairs which have fince been 
the fubjeéts of deliberation in monthly meet- 
ings at firft fell under the cognizance of the 
provincial meetings, ‘becaufe in thefe times of 
infancy and fullerings _ the mutual help and ad- 
vice of friends aflembled from different parts 
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appeared neceflary, when fome particular meet- 
ings were weak and fmall. 

In the forepart of the fucceeding year George 
Fox landing in that nation in company with 
Robert Lodge and fome other friends, feconded 
his epiftolary advice, by his prefence and perfonal 
affiftance and directions in fettling men’s and 
women’s meetings. At Dublin he recommend. — 
ed the holding of their men’s and women’s 
meetings once in two weeks, which hath con. 
tinued ever fince; in fome places they were . 
agreed to be held monthly ; in others once in’? } 
fix wecks, as exigency or convenience required: 
He likcwife recommended the eftablifhment of 
a general national meeting to be held half yearly 
in Dublin in the third and ninth months. The 
fir{t meetine of this fort was held there in the 
third mouth 1670, O. S. and this fettlement ftill 
contimues. 

By which eftablifhment the fociety in that na- 
tion (as well as in Pugiand) became a compact 
body, united in a benevolent concern for the 
mutual help and edification one of another, and 
of the body in gencral, as the exigencies of in- 
dividuals or the focicty at large might render 
requilite. 

In thofe early days, the principal employment 
of thefe meetings was the collecting and _record- 
ing the fufferings of the re{pective members 
of the fociety, and the account upon which they 
fuffered ; and to make proper application for the 
relief of friends, or for their releafe from m- 
prifonment,. 

But in procefs of time many other weighty af- 
fairs, refpecting good order and difcipline in the 
church, feemed neceflary fubjects of confideras 

tion 
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. tion in thefe meetings; and friends in that na-C HAP. 
tion became eminently confpicuous for their zeal *** 
and diligence in the fupporting thereof; the 
the fame {pirit of wifdom and found underftand- 
ing leading them and their brethren in England 
i into the fame falutary rules, excellent in them- 
| felves, and highly conducive to the prefervation 
of the community in a life and prattice confift- 
ent with the purity of their profeflion. 

George Fox travelled over feveral parts of the 
nation, vifiting his friends in their meetings of 
difcipline, as well as worfhip, to fet a-foot thofe 
mectings in the different quarters ; and when he 
had accomplifhed his fervice, he took his leave 
of his friends in much affeGlion, in the fenfe of 
the heavenly life and power that was manifefted 
among them, and with his companions return- 
ed to England. 

Of this vifit Geoge Fox himfelf gives the fol- 
lowing account. ‘* The priefts and magiftrates 
«© were envious, but the Lord difappointed their 
« counfels, and gave us many blefled opportu- 
“ nities to vifit friends, and fpread truth in that 
« nation. Meetings were large, friends com- 
«ing to them far and near: Many were reach- 
¢.ed and convinced, and gathered to the truth, 
é& and friends greatly refrefhed.” 


1669. * 
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LAS'folokk Hove MirsAusN- 
3 
Perfecution in the Ifle of Man exceedingly grits 
vous.—William Callow and Evan Chriften fuf- 
fer fevere Imprifonment for very trivial De- 
mands.—Warrant iffued by two Priefts for com- 
mitting the Quakers, fo called, to prifon.— They 
are excommunicated without Proce/s, and deli- 
-wered over to the fecular Power.—-Order | for 
their Tranfportation.—Put on board a Ship toa 
be tranfported, upon which the Sailors leave the 
Ship.—Forced on board other Ships and taken to” 
Dublin, and fent back by the Mayor.—William | 
Callow and Evan Chriften have @ long Confe- 
rence with the Bifbop and Dean.—They go to 
the land, but are not fuffered to land.—T beir 
Eftates feized.—William Callow, after an inef- 
feclual Application to the Earl of Derby, folt- 
cits the Interceffion of the Duke of York and 
Prince Rupert.—The Bifbop’s Inhumanity. — 
Four Women banifbed with Circum/ftances of 
CHAP.  Barbarity—Aitempt to tran/port William Callow 


xy vy. 3) 
| to Virgintaa—Is landed in Ireland. 


1662. 
patecv'ion PERSECUTION in this fequeftered ifland, 
Man, ex- under the arbitrary rule of the lord of the land 
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(the Earl of Derby) and the uncontrouled power c H AP, 
of a rigid prelate, whofe intemperate bigotry *X!- 
‘excited his blind zeal more to force uniformity : 
in religious profeflion and ceremonious worfhip, 1662 
than to cultivate in himfelf or his flock the 
‘effentials of true religion, viz. the fear and love 

of God, ,and benevolence to mankind ; was con- 

tinued ‘with additional feverity after the reftora- 

tion, even beyond the feverity of the rulers un- 

der the long parliament and commonwealth, be- 

fore related, againft the few refidents in this 

iland, who went under the denomination of 

uakerss «- 

~The number of them here was very fmall ; 

the power and iniluence of the clergy being 

more prevalent in this dark corner, where the 
ignorance and rudenefs of the inhabitants fur- 

nifhed opportunity, than in the more enlighten- 

ed nations. ‘This power and influence they have 
uniformly exerted, rivalling popifh ecclefiaftics 

in the darkeft ages, to prevent the introduction The clergy 
of any other doctrines than thofe themlelves have aS 
adopted and taught; but particularly fuch as prevent the 
are adverfe to their ‘ntereft. and authority ; fo aa 
that through the awe with which. the generality doctrines. 


-of people regarded thefe teachers, they were deter- 


red from attending to or receiving any doétrines 
different from theirs, and tbe more fo ftill from 
the obfervation of the unfeeling cruelty, with 
which thofe few, who had received thofe of the 
people called Quakers, were treated. 

William Callow and Ivan Chriften, the for- willam 
mer for refufing to pay fixteen-pence, arial’ area 
latter two-pence, demanded by a prieft for bread ten com- 
and wine for the facrament, WCrc committed tO pura impri- 
the prifon called St. Germain’s in Ca/tle Deel, and fonment for 
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were clofe fhut up in a difmal dungeon without 
fire, candle or bedding, having only ftraw to 
lie upon and a ftone for their pillow : Here they 
lay fixteen days, until fome of their neighbours, 
out of mere compaffion, unknown to them, paid 
the money, otherwife they might have perifhed 
there, their rigid perlecutors, two priefts, one 
the complainant, the other the judge of the bi- 
fhop’s court, who granted the warrant for their 
commitment, appearing by their actions to value 
the lives of two honeft innocent men at lefs than 
eighteen-pence.. ‘hey. were again, with feveral 
others, imprifoned ten days for abfence from the 
public worlhip, and a third time, with fix others, 
for being at meeting, were contined in a high 
tower at Caftle-Rufhen, without fire or candle, 
fifteen weeks in the cold winter, only William 
Callow, after a month’s imprifonment, appealing 
to the Earl of Derby, obtained permiffion to go 
to London, where at length he procured the 
Parl’s warrant for the difcharge of himfelf, and 
the reft. ee 

. They were imprifoned again the futceeding 
year, togcther with Evan’s father, eighty years © 
of age; and the following year prefents us with 
the extent and independency to which ecclefiaf- 


‘tical power was ftretched in this wretched iland, 


Warrant if- 
fued by two 
priefts for 
the general 
jmpvilon- 
ment of this 


people. 


by the following order ifued by two priefts, 
judges of the Bilhop’s Court, for imprifoning the 
Quakers. 


“ We have received orders from our reyerend 

‘¢ ordinary to admonifh the Quakers to conform 
¢ and come to church, or be committed until 
«< they fubinit to law ; and forafmuch as they 
“refute, after feveral charges and publications 
i rin 
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*¢ in the parifh church, but continue their re-c HA P. 
“ fraétorinefs to all government of the church, XXI. 

ee and are therefore cenfured to be committed ~Y~Y 
* into St. Germain’s prifon, and there let them 1664. 

“ remain till orders given to the contrary, and 

Ay 


for fo doing this fhall be your dilcharge. 


. « ROBERT PARR. 
« JOHN HARRISON. 


« P, S. If they refufe to be committed by 
“© you, call for the affiftance of a foldier from 
s¢ Captain Afcough. Let the fumner put this 
“6 in execution immediately.” 


By this order the faid William Callow, Evan 
Chriften and fome others were again lodged in 
their former difmal manfion of Germains’, and 
in about four months after all the * women of 
this profeflion were arrefted by a fumner or ap- 
paritor, by virtue of an order of the bithop to 
carry them ail to prifon, they being, he faid, 
both men and woinen excommunicated, of which: 
excommunication they had not the leaft intelli- 
gence, before he now declared it to thein. 


* Thefe were the wife of faid William Callow, (who be- 
ing ju{t recovering out of a fever, and unable either to walk 
or ride, was fuffcred to flay at home for the prefent) Jane 
Chriften, Jane Kennell, Anne Chriften, Mary Callow and 
Mary Chriften ; ove of whom wis feyenty-four and another 
fixty-feven years of age, a third a poor ferving man’s wile, 


who had three children, the youngeft at her breaft; the: 


fourth, the wife of one not called a Quaker, had a jaroe 
family and many children, and the fifth a fervaut of Wil- 
liam Callow, who was forcibly taken fiom her fick mu- 
ucts, 
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cHap. The prifon allotted them was the fame gloomy 

xXxI. _ dungeon in which the men were confined, whi- 

“~—/ ther when the apparitor had brought them, he 

dat) took off his hat, and formally pronounced what _ 

nicated he called the bifhop’s curfe, to this effect, ** 1 do 

nie es a here before the ftanders-by deliver you up into 

delivered St. Germain’s prifon, by the ‘law of my lord 

eararte «¢ the bifhop and his clergy, you being calt out 

power.  *© of the church by excommunication, and Ido 

<° take witnefs that 1 do deliver you over from 

<< the power of the bifhop and his law, to be 

<¢ and continue the Earl of Derby’s prifoners.” 

What he meant by this reverie, the prifoners 

could not devife, as there were none prefent but 

himfelf and they. Having finifhed his {pecch he 

left them, and they continued there many months, 

enduring the hardfhips of a clofe and unhealthy 

confinement, the cruel mercies of the bifhop and 

his clergy, | 

1665. Being thus after the example of Romifh prieft. 

craft turned over to the fecular power, which ap- 

pears here as arbitrary, ‘as that of the ecclefial- 

tics was exorbitant, feeming to be exercifed by 

the mere will and pleature of the Earl of Der- 

by, in the month called June, 1665, Henry 

Nowell, deputy governor, came to the caftle,: 

and read to the prifoners an Orpgr from the 

Order for Earl, that they mu/é be forthwith tranfported to 
their tranf- P ot tn ae 

poration, ome Sorber land: And near the end of the 

month two priefts came to them, and informed 

them they were come by the deputy governor’s 

order to admonifh them to come to church, 
otherwife they muft be banifhed forthwith. 

On the sth September the commander of the 

caftle received an order to fend all the Quakers 

prifoners to Douglas, which was done on the 
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yth: And there they were kept under a guardc H 4 P. 
of foldiers until the 14th, when they were put XXI. 
on board a fhip of which Thomas Brittain was “Y™ 
mafter; but as the prifoners entercd son One 3: 


fide of the fhip, the feamen went out at the board a fhip 
other into the boat, telling the mafter they were Nene 
not hired to carry people out of their native the fuilors 
country againft their wills, and that they would thip, BN 
not go with him if he carried them, fo went on 
fhore, leaving him only a boy cr two. Hie 
mafter finding his men determined, and himfelf 
unable to proceed on his voyage without them, 
fet the prifoners on fhore again, which being done, 
the failors returned, and the fhip fet fail. 

About three days after feveral vetfels came 
into the road; but all refufed to carry the pri- 
foners. ‘Lhe foldiers endeavoured to force them 
on board the fhip of Anthony Nichoifon, ye ee 
Whitehaven ; but he {trenuouily oppofed it, in- beard ote 
fifting that he would carry no prifoners, except the wal of 
they would fend a guard of foldiers, and moncy pens 
to maintain both the prifoners and them, arid to Dublis, 
alfo fignify in writing the crime laid to their ey she 
charge. However, on the 18th, about midnight, mayor. 
four of the prifoners, viz. William Callow, 
Fvan Chrilten, Jane Chriften and Mary Callow, 
were * hurried out of their beds with fuch pre- 
cipitancy, that they were not allowed time to 
put on their clothes, but obliged to leave fome 
of them behind; two of them were forcibly put 
on board Nicholfon’s fhip, and the other two on 


board William Crofsthwaite’s again{t the will of 


* They purpofed alfo to have fent another woman of fe- 
yventy-four years of age, but left her, being too weak to 
yemove, lying, as they thought, at the point of death on a 


bed of flraw. 
the 
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CHA P.the mafter’s. They failed to Dublin, where nej- 


XXI. ther the feamen nor prifoners were fuffered to’: 


——™ and, until Crofsthwaite was examined by the 

1665. mayor, who demanded his warrant for bringing 
the prifoners without their confent, to which he 
anfwered, that he had no warrant, but was com- 
pelled to take them on board by one Quail, an 
‘officer, who took away his fails, and would not. 
let him put off without the prifoners, and his 
veffel was in danger of breaking. Upon which 
the mayor gave him the following order. 


\ 


5 Golakts, 


«© You are hereby required to take back in 
your own veffel, the prifoners called Quakers, 
which you brought againi{t their voluntary con- 
fent out of the Ifle of Man, and them to put 
on fhore on the faid ifland, te follow their ne- 
ceflary occafions ; of which you may. not fail 
‘¢ at your peril, 


“se 
qe 
«se 
“e 


ce 


‘© Dated the 27th of September, 1665.” 


Purfuant to this order he brought them back, 
but either being, or pretending to be, driven by 
the ifland by contrary winds, he carried them to 
Whitehaven, and there put them on fhore; but 

Carriedto John Lamplugh, a jultice of peace, iffued his war; 
White- ~ rant to the conftables of Whitehaven to caufe 


haven and 


thence back them to be put on board Crofsthwaite’s fhip, to 
to Dublin, be carried back to the ifle, as no order or legal 


Dub to proceedings appeared to authorize him to bring 
White- 


haven them into that country. Soon the 12th Decem- 
again, ber, Crofsthwaite took them on board again, 


but inftead of carrying them to the iland, car- 
ried 
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tied them again to Dublin, but would not becH 4 Pp. 
fuffered to land them there until he had given XxXt!. 
fecurity to convey them to the ifland on his re- ~~, 
turn. But in violation of his engagement he 1605. 
returned with them to Whitehaven. ‘Ihus were 

thefe innocent perfons harraffed and tofled back- 

ward and forward in the cold winter feafon. Be- 

ing ‘landed again in England, the two men went 

to the Earl of Derby, and while they were em- 

ployed in fruitlefs folicitations to him and the 
bifhop, for liberty to return to their places of 
refidence and lawful occupations, Crofsthwaite 
carried the two women back to the ifland, where 

they were again fhut up in prifon. 

Thefe two men, after long attendance uponthe 1666. 
Earl of Derby, were by him referred to the bi-The:wo _ 
fhop, to whom (after fome time coming to Know- Sia 
lefly Hall in Lancafhire, the faid earl’s feat) they ference 
got admittance, and had a long conference with oe or 
him and the dean, wherein they endeavoured to %*. 
move him to compaflionate their cafe, and give 
an order for their return to their wives and chil- 
dren, and to their honeft labour at home; but 
he appeared callous to every {enfation of cle- 
mency, he would by no means admit of their re- 
turn, and by his influence the earl was alfo har- 
dened again{t them ; for although his officer had 
pretended to deliver them over from the bifhop’s 
power, as excommunicated perfons, to the civil 
power, and this bifhop himfelf pretended he had 
done with them; yet it appears by his own ac- 
knowledgement in their conference with him, 
and by their fubfequent fuilerings, that fo far 
from having done with them, he was the princi- 
pal inftrument in promoting all the perfecuting 
meafures againit them. ‘The conference itfelf 1s 

ore) 
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Hees a2O"R Y oF . rus 


¢ HA P. too prolix to be introduced here at full length; 


XXII. 


1666. 


but a fmall part thereof, as conveying an idea 


“Y~ of this bifhop’s fpirit, may not be impertinent to "| 


lay before the reader. 
Bifbop. What have you to fay to me? Ph 
Anfwer. We have to fay to thee, viz. to let # 
thee know that we are perfecuted, and banifhed 


. trom place to place for confcience-fake, and moft 


of it long of thee, 

Bifbop. 1 did not banifh you—I left you faft 
enough when I left the ifland. 

Anfwer. Yet notwithftanding we know that 
our banifhment is long of thee, or elfe the earl 
would be loth to ufe us there worfe than his te; 
nants in this country. : 

Bifbop. \ have no more to do with you or fay 
to you; but what 1 told you before, that if I 
can perfuade my lord to the contrary, you fhall 
not go again to the ifland. 

Anfwer. Indeed we expec no better from the 
fpirit of perfecution in any whomfoever ; but 
thou art contrary to the fpirit of Chrift, wha 
faid, do unto all men as you would be done 
unto, who taught to love our enemies and not 
to perfecute. 

Bifbop. You are not perfecuted, but bani/bed, 
becaufe you do not come to church. 

How eafily men fufler themfelves to be im, 
pofed upon, and run into weak and abfurd rea- 
foning, by ufing unmeaning expreflions, or giv- 
ing wrong names to things. If banifhing men 
becaufe they do not come to church be not per- 
fecution, I would fain know what is? 

After their ineffectual conference, thefe exiles 
returned into Cumberland}; and although they 
could not obtain the earl’s or bifhop’s permil- 

fion 
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fion to return home, the diftreffed: ftate of their CHAP. 
families, in their abfence, from which they had XxXI. 
been forcibly feparated, determined them at any “~V~ 
rifque to return to them, and accordingly they 1666. 
took fhipping again for the ifland; but before price the 
they could get on fhore, the mafter of the vefle] illand, but 
received orders not to fuffer them to land; in Ae 
confequence whereof they were detained on #4. 
board until the 1ft of September, when the 

matter fent a petition to the bifhop, requefting 

that they might go on fhore until he was ready 

to return, and then, if required, he would carry 

them back to England, whereunto the bifhop r¢y 


plied, 


‘« Tam content that the Quakers be fecured 
on fhore until the return of the veflel, upon 
s fecurity given by the owner of the veffel and 
¢ the Quakers for their return upon his depar- 
¢ ture from the ifland. 


« ISAAC SODER and MAN.” 


a 


They continued at home about a month, 
when they were brought to Ramfey, and forced 
again from wife and relations. William Cal- 
low’s wife taking her leave of him with tears, fo 
affected the matter of the fhip, that he wept too, 
endeavouring to comfort the poor woman with 
promifes of kindnefs to her hufband. But this 
obdurate bifhop, contrary to his aflertion, had not 
done with them yet; for one Qualtrop, an attor- 
ney, jult about the fame time they were fent off, 
took pofleffion of their eftates, and an inventory Their ef- 
of all their {ubftance real and perfonal, Dyeeai eee felzed. 
jue of an order figned by the faid bifhop and 


others. 
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CHA P.others. It is difficult to conceive a more arbie 
XXI. trary government than feems at this time to have 
-~— fubfifted in this ifland, where men could be de- || 
1666. prived of both their liberty and property, at 
the mere will of their governors, without con- 
viction of any crime, or even being brought to 
a legal trial. 
' *Upon their being landed again in England, 


William Callow went into Lancafhire, and re. + 


newed his application to the earl, for his permif. 
fion to return honie, but with no better fuccefs 
than before: Wherefore he went to London, 
and reprefented his cafe to the Duke of York ~ 
Wiliam and Prince Rupert, the latter of whom compaf, 
newshisap- fianated it fo far, as to intercede by letter in his 
Pe eee Muetenl after reciting the account he 
Derby, but had of his charaéter, as a quict inoffenfive per- 
nea 08 fon, he prefumes, that if there was nothin, 
citsthe in more againft him than his being a Quaker, the 
terceifion orearl might be inclined to reftore him and his 
York and family to their antient poffeffions, and to prevail 
os alk upon him to do fo (he fays) was the reafon ‘of 
troubling him with that application, But eyen 

this powerful folicitation proved lefs effectual 

with the earl, than the bifhop’s influence, and 

for his declining compliance with which he gives 

the following reafon. ‘‘ There is not now in the 

“ ifland * one Quaker or diffenting perfon of 

66 
any 


4 Beffe. 

® This was a miftake, there being three women of that 
denomination prifoners in the ifland, and as this ifland was’a 
kind of afylum for bankrupts and other fugitives both from 
Britain and Ireland, it feems probable there might be many 
diffenters from the former and many papifls from the latter ; 
Lat the fear or the bishop's court, aul the confequential feve~ 
rities 
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a” 


“ any perfuafion from the church of England,cu a P. 
«and I humbly conceive your highnefs, for that Xt. 
ec 


one man’s concern, would not have that place “WW 
“ endangered to be infeed with fchifm or 1666s 
“ herefy, whichit might be liable to, if Qua- 

kers were permitted to refide there.” 

‘While William Callow was occupied in Lon- 

don in foliciting for liberty to return home, he 
received intelligence from his wife, that fhe, his 
daughter Anne, her fifter Jane Chriften and 

* Mary Callow had been prifoners in Cattle-Peel 

five or fix weeks, and that all their eftates, real 

and -perfonal, were feized, and that fhe heard 

the attorney would fhortly come and take away 

all their goods; that fhe and Jane Chriften being 

with child, they had apphed by letter to the bi- 

fhop for leave to return to their houfes until the The bi- 
fpring, and then return to’prifon, they not hay- vena 
ing wherewith to fubfift during the winter, nor 
neceflaries for perfons in their condition, but 

. thatthe bifhop, deaf to their entreaties, had re- 

turned the following fevere anfwer. 3 


vs 


Lig 


*¢ If upon releafement they will put in fecu- 
** riry to promife to come to the fervice, and 
“conform to the order of the church, and all 
<¢ fuch as are’ excommunicated to acknowledge 
*¢ their fchifins, and receive abfolution, I fhall 
*-fo far prefume upon my Jord’s favour, as to 
‘¢ grant them liberty ; otherwife I have no pow- 
* er to meddie with them, they being my lord’s 
. / 
rities might awe them to conceal their diffent under an oc- 
cafional conformity, which to men of no principle was a tem- 
porary evil not hard to endure. In every view it is a proof 
of the exorbitant ftretch of ecclefiaftical power in this bar 


barous ifle. ; 
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@ HAP, prifoners ; and if they mifcarry in their health 
xxI. “ or lives, it is wholly imputable to their dif. 


WM—  “ obedience, and they mult be accounted their 


1666. <¢ own murderers; and this is all I can fay to” 


<¢ them. 
« {SAAC SODER and MAN. 
« Caftletown, 15th December, 1666.” 


2 Bo att 
Thus the bifhop, who had power and influence 
to perfecute with cruelty, but pretended want of 
power to relieve, while he wanted only tender- 
nefs to feel, hardened his heart againft every 


remonftrance, and perfifted in his obftinacy tg_ 


force thefe unhappy perfons into conformity a- 
gainft their confciences, or leave them in danger 
of ftarving and perifhing in jail. And Wilham 
Callow, who upon the receipt of this aflecting 


intelligence, determined at all events if poflible’ 
to vifit his wife in her weak and diftreffed con, , 


dition, and endeavour to give her fuch relief as 

was in his power, accordingly returned home, 

William where, although he found his wife in a weak 
wean laye condition, as he expected, he was not fuflered 
andisfent to give her any effectual afliftance ; for the very 
Hvanyett day he came home he was fent to prifon by or- 
der of the bifhop, where he was detained feven 

days, and then put on board a veflel again, and 

fent off to England. He then wrote a moving 
account of his hard ufage to the Earl of Derby, 

and waited perfonally upon him with it; but he 

turned a deaf ear to his complaints, refufed to. 

receive his paper, and difinifled him with this 

rude anfwer, “ If he would not conform, he 

«© fhould not return to poifon his ifland.” The 

~ bifhop 
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bifhop had before ufed the like argument in de- cH AP. 

fence of his perfiftance in refufing them hberty  *X1- 

to return, alledging, if they had their liberty =< 

they would corrupt all the neighbours about 1666. 

them. ‘Yo which they anfwered, “* Nay, we 

“© would not corrupt them, they are corrupted 

“ enough, . fwearers, liars, whoremongers, are 

tall corrupted.” 

“In the year 1668 thofe four women were im, The four 

prifoned again and banifhed’ with fuch circum- pia lnpite 

{tances of barbarity as even drew tears from foned and 

their neighbours, who were commanded to be wien 

afiftant in taking them. ‘Two foldiers came to cpmaness 

William Callow’s houfe, with an order from the basbarity. 

bifhop to take his wife to prifon, and they faid 

the order from the bifhop was peremptory to 

take her and the others to prifon, though they 

fhould die by the way. _William’s wife being 

very weak in bed, they took her each by an 

arm, and endeavoured to pull her out of the 

bed; but her children crying round her, and the 

neighbours alfo at the fight of their cruelty, 

moved them to defift at that time, but they re- 

turned the next day and took her, Evan Chrif- 

ten’s mother, an antient woman between feventy 

and eighty years of age, Jane Chriften and Mary 

Callow, all to Caftle-peel. ‘The very next day an 

order came from the bifhop to fend them back 

again to Ramfey, where they were detained fe- 

yeral weeks until a veflel was ready to take them 

away; when one Captain Afcough, in whofe 

cuftody they were, brought them to the boat ypoers 

with their children weeping after them, whom he cruelly te- 

cruelly feparated from them, not fuffering them, from their 

though defirous, to take any but the youngelt childn« 

along with them, So William Callow’s wife, 
to 
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Cc HAP,to her other painful fufferings, had the piercing, | 
XXI. mortification to leave four children behind her 


nearen wichout father or mother to provide for or. take 
I . 
Lanccd : 3 5 
at white forced to Jeave five. They being forced on 


ean co board were landed at Whitehaven. After fome, 
' ftay there, they together with William Callow, 

' were fent back by order of two Cumberland jul- 

tices. “The day after their arrival at the ifland 

they were forcibly taken out of their beds by 

order of the deputy governor, and put on board 

the fhip in fuch hurry, that the women were 
obliged to take their children naked in their . 
aprons, crying through the {treets, in the night. 

.” They were now taken to Dublin, whence a thig, 
Taken to was prefled to take them back again by order of. 
buck. the. mayor. ‘The paflage was tedious by reafon 
' of contrary winds, ahd the women fuffered much 

for want of provifions and neccilaries, Villian 
Callow’s wife being near the time of her deli- 

very. As foon as the bifhop and governor were 
informed of their arrival, théy fet a watch. upon 

the veflel to preyent Wiliam Callow’s landing: 

and the women having been landed before, were 

foon forced again on board by foldiers by” their, 

orders, with aggravated circamftances of inhu- 

_ manity. ‘The matter of the fhip being brought 
Further “> before the governor and the bifhop, reprefented 
the bithop’sthe weak condition of the woinen, and what 
cniclty. they had fuffered at fea, and the danger to which 
they mult certainly be expofed by being hurried 

again on board; but the bifhop, whofe heart 

feems fteeled again{t every impreflion of huma- 

nity, unmoved by the reprefentation, fent an 

order to raife the parifh people to put William 
Callow’s wife on board. The meflenger inform- 


ed 


care of them. Jane Chriften in like manner was ‘\] 4 
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-ed him ‘fhe was very weak, and they did notc HAP. 


know but in labour. The bilhop, neverthelefs, 
renewed his orders, and the foldiers coming to 
her bed fide, ordered her to get up and go with 
them, fwearing that they had orders from the 
bifhop, if fhe would not go, to carry her in a 
cart or acrofs a horfe’s back. They took her 
children’ out of bed from her, and fearce giving 
her time to put on her: clothes, hurried her to 
‘Ramfey ; they rifled her pockets of 48.5 they 
took away her box of clothes and linen, leav- 
ing. the poor woman neither linen nor any 
thing elfe but what fhe had on her, alledging 
they feized her goods by the bifhop’s warrant. 
Three of the neighbours who refufed to aflift in 
this cruel treatment of an helplefs woman, were 
by the bifhop’s order committed to prifon, as 
if, in his eftimation, compaflion were a crime. 
The exiles were detained on board an open boat 
half decked, and that fo badly that when it rain- 
ed they could not fit dry, which landed them at 
Peel in Lancathire ; but upon their landing, 
two juftices of peace made an order to fend 
them back again ; purfuant to which order they 
were all fent back (except Anne Callow, who 
being in childbed was left behind) and on their 
arrival at Ramfey, were detained prifoncrs on 
fhip-board from the 8th of the month called 
Auguft ’ull the if of September. 

Thus were innocent perfons, legally convicted 
of no crime, a fecond time toffed from fhore to 
shore, as if unfit to live on the earth; though 
they had injured no man, Nor were burdenfome 
to any, but able to fupport their families repu- 
tably, while they were fuflered quietly to follow 
their lawful occupations. But st feems proper 

Vor. IL ae to 


XXI. 
Ken pontd 
1666. 
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CHAP.to remark that the magiftrates of Dublin,. and 
XxI. of the Britith ports, where they were landed, 


Ss ee 


“~™ appear not to have fent them back. in any ill. 
1666. willto them; but rather in teftimony of abhor- i 
rence of the bifhop’s arbitrary and illegal pro- | 


<s 


ceedings. The reafons affigned by, the Lanca- 
fhire juftices in their warrant for the taking them 
back are, that they had all eftates in the Ifle of 
Man, but had none elfewhere, that [{tripped of 
all their property ] they were like to. be bairden- 
fome to the King’s fubjects in thefe parts, if 
they fhould be permitted to fettle—that they had 
been banifhed out of the ifland, the place of their 
habitation, without any legal proceedings, that do 
any way appear, and not fent or confined to any 
certain place of banifhment by any legal autho- 
rity, but turned out as vagabonds to the wide 
world, to the fcandal of the laws and the King’s 
government. ian ofr 
Finding that both from England and Treland 
the banifhed were continually fent back with a 
cenfure of the illegality and unreafonablenefs of 
their proceedings, in order to free themfelves 
Fndeavours from the like trouble and reproach for the fu- 
a we ture, they determined to tranfport William Cal- 
Callow t2 low to Virginia by a London fhip, then at an- 
° chor in Ramfey bay, bound thither, of which 
Ralph Harwood was, malter. On the 1ft of Sep- 
tember an order was fent-to captain Afcough to 
fend William Callow under the conduét of a 
foldier to the governor, who upon his appear- 
ance enquired of him, if he was willing to go 
to Virginia? to which he replied, ‘* I have no 
*¢ bufinefs there; but, replied the governor, 
*¢ We will fend thee thither.”” Wilham enquir- 
ed by what law? “dnfwer. ‘© By my lord’s or- 
suet 
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© der’? William defired a fair trial, infifted thatc HA P. . 
he had never been tried; never been brought XXI- 
before any court ; demanded to be tried by the ae 
laws of his own country, or by the laws of Eng- 1666. 
land; he appealed to the laws of his country ; ie 
to the king and council, before whom, he faid, and council. 
his caufe was already. ‘The benehit of the law 
was refufed, and his appeals rejeCted by this in- 
folent governor, who was refolyed, by the wan- 
ton exertion of illegal violence, to put it out 
of his power to avail himfelf of legal redrefs for 
the wrongs he received, ot profecute any appeal 
to effect. After a fhort conference, in which 
William, with a fortitude founded on innocence 
and confcious integrity, ftrenuoufly maintained 
his right to exemption from the propofed banifh- 
ment, and denying the legality of the gover- 
nor’s power to tranfport him, againtt which the 
governor had little farther. to ‘advance than, 
“ Upon my credit thou fhalt go to Virginia—l 
«“ deny thy appeal—W hat I do I will anfwer if,”’ His appeal 
he ordered the foldiers ‘to, take him away, upon pa 
which two of them, taking each an arm, haled 
him to the boat, and‘ theti I¢ft him on fhip- 
board. When he was put on board, the failors Denypot 
refufed to go the voyage, if he was to be carried Thine then 
with them, faying, ‘hey never heard of a foip 's ore 
which carried Quakers againft their will that che hits 
ever profpered. Whereupon the matter promifed 
them, that he would carry him no further than 
Ireland, and accordingly the next day ict him on 
fhore about forty miles north of Dublin, Wiliam 
went directly to Dublin, took fhipping and Jand~1s tanded in 
ed at Whitehaven ; alfo about the fame bie ee 
Fyan Chriften, his aged mother, and Alice Cow- 
ard, arrived in England from the Mle of White- 
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CHAP, horn in Scotland, whither they had been carried 
XXI. in an open fifhing boat, after long confinement 

Wv~ on board the veflel, which brought them back 
666. out of Lancathire, as before related. 
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Perfecution relaxed in England.—A Defign to to- 

lerate Diffenters,—Oppofed by the Bifbops.- 

The Parliament addrefs the King for a Pros 

clamation againf? Diffenters.—Conventicle Ad. 

—-Remarks thereupon.—Ecclefaftics. promate, the 

fevere Execution thereof—The People called 

Quakers the greateft Sufferers.—Many of them 

greatly fpoiled.—Inforners profligate and infay 

mous.—Many of them perjure themfelves by 

falfe Information, —Exorbitant in their Diftraints, 

—Fuflices and Informers frequently exercif¢ 

their Power beyond the. Law,—Yet,, Appeals 

are generally ineffectual.— Arbitrary Mifcon- 

firudtion of the Word Conventicle.—Unfuir 

Method of fining for a Preacher.—Some Juf- 

tices difcourage the Informers.—Gcorge Fox writes 

cuarp, againft the Ad, and encourages bis Friends to 

xxl. faithfulnefs. 

wyn 


1670. 5 stain oe : 
pee PrrsEcuTION in England fecms to have 


4 been. iome: time confiderably relaxed, although 
° not totally put a {top to, particularly m the city 
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magiltracy, drew off their attention from the 
diffenters for. a feafon. And the Duke of Buck- 
ingham fucceeding Clarendon in the ftation of 
prime minifter, whether in order to confirm the 
opinion that his predeceffor had been the author 
of all their hardfhips, or that he really helc 
more liberal fentiments in refpect to religious 
liberty, fhewed more lenity to the non-confor- 
mifts than his predeceflor had done,* and by con- 
nivance fuflered them to hold their mectings 
without moleftation; the difcourfe of a tolera- 
tion began to revive, and the quettion concern- 
ing the reafonablenets thereof to be more freely 
agitated in fundry publications. ‘The king alfo 
in his fpeech at the opening of the parliament 
in 1668, exprefled his defire that they would 
take into their ferious deliberauion the means 
of effecting an union amongft all his proteitant 
fubjects, whereby they might be induced not 
only to fubmit quietly to the vovermment, but 
chearfully give their alliflance to its fupport. 
But the majority of the Houle of Commons, 
under the influence of the fame party {pirit 
which had ftimulated them to enact the fevere 
laws of this reign, appeared much dilturbed, 
and in return petitioned the king to ilfve out a 
proclamation for enforcing the laws apainil con- 


venticles, and for preferving the peace of the 


kingdom againtt unlawful affemblics of papilts 


4 Neale. Rapin. 
and 


293 


——— 


-) : ie 


2=F THOM wates Glom. sudiiey, doidy ay to 
“2% -sntuqogeb oft 22W dvoCl ons is oved 
—~—~ Yo ity ong & Yo woiSnusisb, adi -soaslifisg aa 
oT)! ynibasmol yomitemiai stone til a1 yd Go’ 
bite insmursveg of? to ooneligiy bre sigs sdf 7 


of} mot aolmens edi To wsth .yoedliggn 9) > 


-A2bH te saul od: buA _.t0lesl & tot at} 
io volte od) oi aobas el) paibesaoel 


rorlsne oft teed bed sitsoubeeg afd sarlt Rolatae 
biod ylleot sd tedi to eqiditerud aio He 
sities ot Doylor At cieeminst lesdil siom 
“ciiee non oi) 0} ynaol stort bowsdl, »yrradil 
sans yt bus ‘seb bad wltassierng cif medi afing 
cenioet jolt) blod of med) bowled) somevia 
“TO & Ie Slusclib slp; conedlislone worse 
“11 Ne) dnleen ot le vivo a2 megod noi} 
Weott stat sd of lnotsl: Asaokianoless sii uni 
ole anid ol P anvoiieciiag thal ni bette 
Inanelng od: lo gniasqe sft ae dasogl aif nb 
Liuow yor) sath otitoh et boltsiqes 8304 ai 
iicomt off Movermdilsl egotist vied) osni odes 
yietsioiq wil Hy Slonome neiay as getdate jo 
tot Lowahol od tapi yods vdewde sida 
judd Jroniwisves: gt Of ylivinp timeul of on 
» dteqqul ai ot women ates vig, yubieady 
erommad ty ctwoll adi to yhopan sat wet 
wud! ghey sie, ats fo sonsohar sft ashen 
vtova) ult ude of nrsil hoiclarmih bee iloneke 
eho dower bast & ettgiot sitly Yo eal 
a jute Qe co pad oils Atio7 at big 
-Hoy Tinerk oto anislis Yt 


=) la sony 4 ‘ 7 ; - 
aaa ee 


niet slew te 
hive att 


< 


. Sth megtines o1 tebio ai wtiisdw rftinien sortg ~. 


~~ 


204 TP oe OO RIY “Or THE 


c Ha p.and non-conformilts: The king iffued the pro 
XXII. clamation accordingly, yet it appears not to have 
“~~~ been attended with very heavy confequences to 
1670. the diffenters. Vor in the courfe of the fuc- 
ceeding year their hopes were again revived, 
thofe feéts who to avoid perfecution had ufually 
met clandeftinely, now appeared more openly, 
and ventured to aflemble publicly for religious 
worfhip. A more generous way of thinking 
feemed to be adopted by fome leading men a- 
mong the epifcopalians. A fcheme was fet on 
A defignto foot for comprehending the prefbyterians in the 
ee body of the eftablifhed church, and granting a 
Prefbyte’ toleration to other diffenters.” The Lord Chief 
Utablithed Juflice Hale undertook to draw up a bill for this 
church, and burpofe, and Sir Orlando Bridgeman to fupport 
other dif- it with his whole intereft. But the defign com- 
fener. ing to the cognizance of fome of the bilhops, 
they quickly took the alarm and fpread it to the 
Oppofed by reft. Archbifhop Sheldon wrote a circular let- 
thebilheps. ter to his futfragans, enjoining them to make a 
minute enquiry touching the conventicles in their 
refpective diocefes. Having received all the in- 
formation he could procure, he exaggerated every 
circumftance to the king, and obtained from 
his ealy temper a frefh proclamation to put the 
laws in force againf{t the non-conformilts, and 
particularly againft the preachers, according to 
the Statute of 47 Car. H. which prohibits their 
refiding in corporations. 
The par- “Phe parliament, upon their mecting after the 
dreflesthe. prorogation, feconded the efforts of the bifhops, 
me Ad by an addrefs of thanks to the king for his pro- 
Hionaraint, Clamation ; by a vote prohibiting any member 
non-con- J 
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from bringing in the propofed bill in favour ofc HAP. 
non-conformifts, and by appointing a committee xxII. 
to make exact enquiry into their conduct ; who Uw 
inrefult of their enquiry reported, that divers 1670. 
conventicles and feditious aflemblics were held 

in the neighbourhood of the parliament, fo as 

to infult the government, and endanger the 
public tranquillity ; the houfe immediately de- 
clared, that they would adhere to the king for 

the fupport of government in‘church and ftate, 
again{t all adverfarics whatfoever. ‘Ihcle mea- 

{ures might be jultly looked upon as a_ prelude 

to frefh perfecution under additional pena! laws; 

for although the behaviour of the diferent clat- 

{es of non-conformilts had adminiftered no foun- 
dation for raifing any rumour of a plot in 
agitation, as had been generally done, this vote 

feems intended to create an alarm of danger 
notwith{tanding, requiring the joint exertion of 

the different branches of the legiflature to euard 

and provide againtt, and to point out all dil- 
fenters as perfons feditious and dangerous to the 

{tate. | 

And the former act againft conventicles, upon 
which fo many were condemned to banifhment, 
being expired, in the next feffion, in 1670, they 
proceeded to make a third adt againit thein ; 

but having found repeated and long imprifon- 
ments, and even banifhment, ineffectual to deter 

thofe called Quakers in particular from keep- 

ing up their religious meetings for the worlhip 

of God, they feemed refolved now to try the 

force of depredation and impoverifhing * them in 

their eftates, like the perfecutor of Job, eflay- 

img various modes of diftrefs to accomplifh their 


purpofes, and force them to defile their confcl- 
ences 
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CHAP. ences in declining their duty of divine worfhip 


XxII. according to their perfuafion of the divine re- 
pa UITINe S 


1670. 
Conventicle 


(<4 
act. 


The title of this third a@, was, “* An aé& ta 
prevent and fupprefs {feditious conventicles,’’ 


22 Car. Hl. which received the royal aflent the 
11th of the month called April, 1670, and was 
.to the following effe&t, “* ‘That if any perfons 
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upwards of fixteen years of age fhall be pre- 
fent at any aflembly, conventicle or meeting, 
under colour or pretence of any exercife of’, 
religion, in any other manner than according 
to the liturgy and practice of the church of 
England, where there are five perfons or more 
prefent befides thofe of the faid houfehold, 
in fuch cafes the offender fhall pay ss. for the 
firft offence; and ros. for the fecond. And 
the preacher or teachers in any fuch meetings 
fhall forfeit 2ol. for the firft, and gol. for 
the fecond offence. And thofe who knowingly 
fuffer fuch conventicles in their houfes, barns, 
yards, &c. fhall forfeit 201. Any juftice of 


* peace on the oath of two witneliles, or any 


other fufficient proof, may record the offence 
under his hand and feal, which record fhall 
be taken in law for a full and perfect con- 
viction, and fhall be certified at the next 
quarter feffions. ‘The fines may be levied by 
diftrefs and fale of the offender’s goods and 
chattels, and in cafe of the poverty of fuch 
offender, upon the goods and chattels of any 
other perfon or perfons that fhall be convict- 
ed of having been prefent at the faid con- 
yenticle, at the difcretion of the juftice of 
peace, fo that the fum to be levied on any 
one perfon, in cafe of the poverty of others, 
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‘do not amount to more than rol. for any oneC HA - 


meeting : ‘he conftables, headboroughs, &c. 
are to levy the fame by warrant from the jul- 
tice, and to be divided, one third for the ule 
of the king, and another third to the poor, 
and the other third to the informer or his al- 
fiftants, regard being had to their diligence 
and induftry in difcovering, difperfing and 
punithing the faid conventicles. ‘The fines 
upon minifters for preaching are to be levied 
alfo by diftrefs ; and in cafe of poverty, upon 
the goods and chattels of any other prefent ; 
and the like upon the houfe where the con- 
venticle is held, and the money to be divided 
as above. 

«© And it is further enacted, that the juftice 
or jultices of the peace, conttable, headbo- 
roughs, &c. may by warrant, with what aid 
and afliftance they fhall think neceflary, break 
open and enter into any houfe or place where 
they fhall be informed of a conventicle, and 
take the perfons aflembled into cuftody. And 
the lieutenants or other commifiioned officers 
of the militia may get together fuch force 
or afliftance as they think neceflary, to diffolve, 
diffipate and difperfe tach unlawful meetings, 
and take the perfons into cuftody.” ‘Vhen 


follow two extraordinary claufes, “ that if any 
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66 
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juftice of peace refufe to do his duty he 
fall forfeit 1ccl. and every conftable, &c. 
sl. And be it further enaéted, that all clau- 
fes in this act fhall be conjirued moft largely 
and beneficially for the Supprefing of conventi-~ 
cles, and for the suflification and encouragement 
of all perfons to be employed in the execution 
thercof, No warrant or mitumus fhall be 

<made 


XXII 
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1670. 
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cH aAp-“ made void or reverfed for any default in the. 


XXII. 


“* form; and if a perfon fly from one county 


“~~ ‘© or corporation to another, his goods and 
1670. ¢é h ls fhall » feize BN a is 
chattels fhall be feized wherever they are 


Remarks 
upon this 
uct, 


** found. If the party oilfending be a wite co. 
*¢ habiting with her hulband, the fine fhall be 
** levied on the goods and chattels of the huf- 
** band, provided the profecution be within 
“ three months. Partics aggrieved may appeal 
<* to the quarter feflions if the fine amount to 
*¢ rol. and to no other court, and if cait to pay 
*° treble damages.” 

The palpable injuflice of this iniquitous law 
did not efcane the notice of thofe who were ex- 
pofed to the danger of fuflcering thereby; they 
in their own behalf remarked with freedom upon 
this flagrant violation of the ettablifhed  privi- 
leges of the people of England, 

‘That it deftroyed the bulwark of the Fnglifh- 
man’s liberty, property and life, viz. Trial by 
“tury; authorizing a fingle juftice out of fef- 
fions to convict, fine, and by warrant levy it 
upon the offender contrary to Magna Charta. 

By this aét the innocent might be punifhed 
for the offence of the guilty, contrary to natural 
juftice. If the wife or child was convicted of 
being prefent at an ailembly termed unlawful, 
the fine was to be levicd on the goods of the 
hufband or father, whether he was of the fame 

erfuafion or no. It was left to the arbitrary 
diferetion of the juftices to lay half the fine for 
the houfe or ground where fuch aflembly was 
holden, and half the fine for a pretended un- 
known preacher, and the whole fines of fuch of 
the meeters, as they fhould account poor, upon 
any other who was prefent at the meeting (not 
exceeding 
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exceeding the limited fum) which vefted the CHAP. 
juftices with power to harrafg and opprels with XXII. 
dreadful feverity thofe to whom they inight owe “W™ 
no good will, and was in itfelf an infringement 167°- 

of the immutable laws of equity and reafon. 

The clandeftine mode of conviétion (which 3: 
frequently took place) by the oath of two in- 
formers, (who had an intereft therein, and 
fought their gains from a multitude of convic- 
tions) before a juftice; fo that men nught be, 
and often were, convicted and fined without any 
notice or knowledge thereof, until the officers 
came and took away their goods, and even then 
they were ignorant by whoie evidence they were 
conviéted ; than which, what could be more op- 
pofite to the privileges of the fubject ; to the 
fpirit of the great charter ; to the jurifprudence 
of F!ngland or common jullice? which require 
that every man fhould be openly charged, and 
have his accufer face to face, that he might 
have a fair opportunity, both to anfwer for him- 
felf, and objet to the validity of the evidence 
again{t him. . 

'Vhe fines impofed on juftices and other offt- 4, 

cers, and the claufe directing in cilect, to con- 
{true every part of the act in favour of the pro- 
fecutors, appears to corrupt jultice i its very 
fource: ‘Yo inftruét and influence the maviflrates 
to partiality in their judgments, to apply power 
only to opprels, and reverfe the feriptural qua- 
lification for magiltracy, to the cncouragement 
of evil-doers, and the punifhment of thofe that 
do well; and that many of thei actually did 
fo abundantly appeared in divers vrofecutions by 
ghis act. 
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© As an act of fuch flagrant injuftice and perni- 
cious tendency to fo great a body of the people 
mult bring dilcredit to the framers, promoters 
and partifans thereof, the greater part of the 
hiftorians, who are moft attached to the church 
of England, endeavour to excufe its.feverity, by 
alledging that politics and the care of govern- 


‘ ment were the occafion of it more than religion. 


Vichard (according to Neale) fays, ‘* that this 
“* and all the penal laws made againft the dif- 
fenters were the acts of the parliament and 
not of the church, and were made more on 
a civil and political than upon a moral and 
religious account; and always upon fome frefh 
provocation in reality or appearance.’ Per- 
fecution ever endeavours thus to hide its defor- 
mities under the garb of political caution ; but 
I think in the prefent cafe the covering is too 
tranfparent ; for at this feafon it doth not appear 
that any clais of diflenters by their conduct had 
given the leaft difturbance to the peace of the 
nation, or could be charged with any defign a- 
gainlt the ftate. ‘The committce of parliament 
appointed to enquire into their conduct difco- 
vered no mifconduct amongft them, nor had they 
given any freth provocation, but that of attend- 
ing their meetings openly, to which they had 
been encouraged by the connivance of govern- 
ment. ‘Ihe preamble to the act doth not charge 
them with difloyalty, ouly fays, ‘* That for pro- 
“« viding fpeedy remedies againit the practices 
< of feditious fectarics and others, who under 
“© pretence of tender confcicnce have or may 
“at their meetings contrive infurrections,” 
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which by the way there was little danger of CHAP. 
their doing in their public aflemblies, ina mifcel- XXII. 
laneous company of women, fervants, ftrangers, ~V~ 
and probably fpies. The a€ points them out a 167% 
likelier method of contriving plots, as it would 
appear more feafible to combine with fuccefs 
between three or four, if they had any fuch de- 
fign'in view; fo that if the guarding againit in- 
furrections was the only object propofed, this 
parliament feems to have wanted wifdom in con- 
certing the meafures to prevent them: But it ap- 
pears too evident that the reafons affigned in this 
weak preamble are only a pretence, and that the 
only object in view was upon a religious ac- 
count to inflict new punifhments upon the dil- 
fenters for their diflent from the national church, 
and nothing elfe. 
And although the penal laws were the a&ts ot 
the parliament, as no other body had the power 
of making laws, yet it will be a difficult under- 
taking to exculpate the church, that is the cler- 
gy, froma confiderable fhare therein: Vhe weight 
of their influence and intereft was not wanting 
to procure penal laws and proclamations in fa; 
your of their own emoluments, and power (as ap- 
pears by the exertions of Sheldon and others a- Archbitbep, 
widonan 


gaintt the comprehenfion) nor to the rigorous * 


vand cthers 


execution of them: when made: And that many of the bi. 

of them locked upon this ac as a, conliderable ac- are 

quifition: in their favour, appears from the fol+ more the 

lowing extract from Archbifhop Sheldon’s cir- nak a 

cular letter * upon the oceafion, which he di- this act. 
rects 


*. Copies of this letter were fent by the archdeacons to 
the officers of the feveral parifhes within their jurtidictions, 
earncitly exhorting them to take fpecial care to perform what 
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cuAP.rects all ecclefiaftical judges and officers, * ** to 
xx. ** take notice of all non-conformifts, holders, 
Uv * frequenters, maintainers and abettors of con- 


1670. 


ce 


ce 


ce 


is 


venticles, efpecially of the preachers or teach- 
ers in them, and of the places wherein they, 
are held; ever. keeping a more watchful eye 
over the cities and great towns, from whence 
the mifchiet is for the moft part derived, unto 
the leffer villages and hamlets, And where- 
foever they find fuch wilful offenders, that 
then with a hearty affection to the worthip of 
God, the honour of the king and his laws, 


thercin required, and to give an account at the next vili- 


tation, 


John Chapple, prieft of Brant-Broughton in Lincolnfhire,. 


perceiving the conftable not forward in making difltrefles and 
breaking up meetings, fent him the following lctter : 
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« Thomas Kclfey, 


« T cannot but wonder that any king’s officer thould be fo 
backward in executing the king’s laws, as 1 find you to 
be: Methinks you thould have gone to Sir Chriftopher 
Nevile, had you no other inducement thereto fave only 
civility to Sir Francis Fane, who defired you fo to do: 
You cannot now as you did then pretend the want of an 
horfe. I have fent my man on purpofe to join with you in 
giving information to the jultices concerning the late con- 
venticle at Broughton, and if you refufe to act I have 
ordered my man to make his complaint to the bench, ie 
your landlord Mr. Pierpoint, be informed how you and 
others have behaved yourfelves in this bufinefs, I know 
that he will not thank you for your remifinels ; for what- 
ever his tenants at Broughton may be, fire [ am he is a 
perfon more zealous for the church, No more at pre- 
fent from 
«© Your friend, 


« JOHN CHAPPLE.” 
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“© and the peace of the church and kingdom, C H A P. 
‘* they do addrefs themfelves to the civil magi- XXII- 
“ ftrate, juftices and others concerned, im-v—~ 
ploring their help and affiftance for prevent- ber 
ing and fupprefhng the fame, according to 
“ the late act in that behalf made and fet 
s* forth: 

«© What the fuccefs will be we muft leave to 
God Almighty ; yet I have this confidence 
“ under God, that if we do our parts now at 
“ firft ferioufly, by God’s help, and the affiftance 
“6 of the civil power, confidering the abundant 
care and provifion the act contains for our 
Apvantace, we fhall in a few months fee 
‘a great alteration in the diftractions of thete 
“times, 

‘The bifhop of Peterborough declared pub- 
lickly in the fteeple-houfe at Rowel, atter he 
had commanded the officers to put this act in 
execution, “ Againft all fanaticks it hath done 
“ its bufinefs, except the Quakers ; but when 
«© the parliament fits ‘again, a ftronger law wil 
“ be made, not only to take away their, lands 
«¢ and goods, but alfo to fell them for - bond- 
cé flaves.2, Who can acquit the ‘church, fo 
called, of their fhare in the perfecution, when 
the rulers thereof were. fo intemperatcly warm 
and aétive in it, and (Lill infatiate with all the!e 
feverities, inhumanly planning moreand greater oh 
Ward of Salifbury and Gunning of HMly, are 
alfo faid to have been very zealous abettors of 
feverity, though many of the bifhops had the 
prudence to he by, and refign the odium: of 


enforcing the law to the civil magiltrate. 


e Sewel, p. 506. 
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FL ESTE POL ER S.- of “THe 


There is no doubt but the clergy in general 
paid ftriét attention to the mandates of the 
archbifhop before recited, as they were gene- 
rally encouragers of, (and many of them were 
not afhamed themfelves to turn) informers. Tho- 
mas Elwood, a cotemporary writer, informs us, 
« ‘Vhat fome of the clergy of moft ranks, and 
“ others, who were excellively bigotted to that 
“ party, ufed their utmoft efforts to find out 
<< and encourage the moft profligate wretches 
< to turn informers; and get fuch perfons into 
“© parochial offices as would be moit obfequious 
“to their directions, and prompt, at their 
“© beck, to put this law into molt rigorous ex- 
** ecution.” 

“ In fome parts care had been timely taken, 
“by fome not of the loweft rank, to chufe 
‘© out fome perfons properly qualified *, men of 

ee acute 


4 ) 


* The fame author gives this account of one of thefe 
emiffaries. He whofe poll was afligned him in the county of 
Bucks, thruft himfelf upon a friend under the counterfeit ap- 
pearance of a Quaker 5 but being by the friend fufpected, and 


‘difmift wnentertained, he was obliged to betake himfelf to.an 


alchoufe for accommodation, where not being able to bear 
the curb’ of his feigned fobriety, he indulged himfelf in drink- 
ing too freely with the company he found there in his‘ cups, 
he was thrown fo far off his guard, that to magnify himfelf 
among his companions, he let them know the quality of their 
new alfociate, that he was fent out by Doétor Mew, Vice- 
Chancellor of Oxford, on the defign before related, and un- 
der the protection of jultice Morton, a warrant under whofe 
hand and feal he produced, by w hich difcovery he got the 
namie of the Trepan, and as fuch being known and generally 
avoided, he went to another parc of the country, and) infinu- 
ated himfelf among the baptifls, having wrought himfelf inte 
their good opinion, and wilily drawa one of them into an in- 
cautious opennefs and freedom of converfation upon the feve- 
rity of the times, he villainoufly impeached him, who was 

a mag 
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& acute parts, clofe countenances, pliant tem-c HA P. 
“ pers and deep diffimulation) and fend them *XH- 
t forth as {pies among the feCtaries, fo called, “YY 
‘© with inftructions to thruft themfelves into all 
‘© focieties; conform to dny religious profeflion ; : 
“and transform themfelves from one religious 
« appearance to another, as occafion fhould re- 
“¢ quire. In a word, to be all things to all men; 
« not that they might gain fome, but that they 
“ might ruin as many as they could. The 
“ drift of this defign was, that their employers 
«* might by thefe means get a full account what 
¢ number of diflenters meetings of every fort 
é¢ there were in each county, and where kept3 
‘ what number of perfons frequented them, 
‘“ and of what ranks; who among them 
“© were perfons of eftate, and where they lived; 
¢© that when afterwards they fhould have troubled 
‘* the waters, they might the better know where 
with moft advantage to caft their nets.’ 
Doth not this proceeding feem to be in confe- 
fequence of the archbifhop’s inftructions ¢ 

The execution of this aét expofed every body The people 
of diffenters to great damage and hardfhip ; but cea ns 
this as well as the former fell with the greatelt greatett ful- 
weight upon the people called Quakers, for the ‘""* 
fame caufe. Other diffenters could take the h- 


1670; 


a man of reputation, of having fpoken ¢reafonable words, 
and brought him into danger of lofing both his eltate and 
life, had not a feafonable detection of his vicious practices 
elfewhere, caufed him to fly out of the court and country at 
the very time when the honelt man {tood at the bar, ready 
to be arraigned on his falfe accufation. ‘This difcovery of his 
villainy leaving no further room to play the hypocrite, he 
chrew off the malk, and openly appeared in his proper cha- 
acter, that of an informer. 
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c HapP.berty of acting by the maxims of human pru- 
XXII. dence; and ufe various means to keep them- 
“~v— felves beyond the reach of the law, or to pre- 
1670. vent their being dete€ted in the violation of 
it*. Yet they could not by any contrivance en- 
tirely efcape the vigilance of the informers, or 
the vigorous purfuit of the juftices and their of- 
ficers. But the Quakers, who had no freedom, 
to defert their public meetings for fear of hu- 
man penalties, continued to frequent them at the 
accuftomed places and hours,: whereby _ they 
were open to the detection of the perfecutors of 
all ranks, who were highly provoked againft 
them, particularly on this account; as their ftead- 
faftnefs in duty very much broke their mea- 
fures. 
eee Exafperated at their open violation of thefe 
ly fpoiled. Jaws, in obedience to the divine law of God in 
their confciences, many of the executors of this .° 
fevere law acted up fully to its fpirit in their fe- 
verity and injuftice in the execution thereof, 
whereby many an honett and induftrious fa- 
mily was {tripped of the fruits of their induftry, 
AtLondon, and in feveral other places, many were 
cruelly fpoiled of their property; people of con- 
fiderable fubftance reduced to extreme poverty, 
‘fhop goods and houfchold goods fo thoroughly 
fwept away by the hard-hearted fpoilers, that 
the fick have had their beds taken from under 
them, and they themfelves laid upon the floor. 


* The minifters would preach in large families with only 
four (trangers, and as many under the age of fixteen as would 
come, and at other times, where people might bear in fevera 
adjoining houfes ; bat after all infinite mifchiefs enfued ; fa- 
milies were impoverifhed and divided; fricnd{hip betweea 
neighbours interrupted, and general diftrutt and jealoufy fuc- 
cecded._ Neale, v. i. p. 675. 
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For upon the pafling of this law, many juf-c HA P. 
tices, who were too honeft to be inftruments **II- 
of fuch feverities, quitted the bench, and many Saeed 
of thofe that remained feem to have been of 167° 
that kind, who go under the denomination of 
trading jujtices, mercenary enough to look for 
their fhare of the booty. And the informers” in Informers 
general were men of the vileft characters, and ee 
of the meaneft clafs, idle, profligate and infa-™% | 
mous ; extravagant, needy and rapacious. Such 
juftices and fuch affiftants were not only prompt 
to plunder, but dextrous in the dividing of the 
fpoil ; fo that it is faid, the king and the poor 
frequently got but little for their fhare. ‘Thefe 


unprincipled informers, taking up the infamous 
office to make out a living, (being too idle to 
earn it by honeft means) were not very ferupu- 
lous in the evidence they gave; the profpect of 
booty being the object in view, they, too often, 
encouraged by the clandeftine manner of cON- often per- 


viction, were tempted to fweare homes ate aie them-= 
mi . 4 felvcs. 
yenture *; being profecuted by other diffen- 


ee ters, 


* In Buckinghamfhire two noted informers Lacy, and 
Aris, fwore before juftice Clayton that Thomas Zachary and 
his wife were at a meeting at Jordan’s the arft of Augult 
1670, whereupon the juttice, as forward to convict as they to 
inform, fined him 301. for himfelf and his wife and a pre- 
tended preacher, and iffued a warrant for diftrefs. Thomas 
and his wife were then both at London, wherefore he ap- 
pealed to the quarter fefhons. ‘I'he jultice, to fcreen the in- 
formers, telling ‘Thomas he fuffered jullly, and he in his own 
defence anfwering that the righteous were oppreffed, and the 
aicked went unpunifbed, pretended to interpret thefe words, 
asa refleclion on the government, and for refufing fureties for 
his appearance at the next feflions, committed him to Aylf 


bury jail.’ This was done to prevent him from profecuung 
' ; his 
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CHA P.ters, divers of whom upon trial were found 
XX. guilty of perjury, and futlered for it; others by 
\v™ the partiality and protection of the magiftrates, 
1670. though proved guilty, efcaped the punifhment 


due to their crime.* 

+ Nor were they more fcrupulous in propor. 

‘tioning the diftraints to the value of the fines 

impofed ; 
his appeal ; but fome of his friends, efpecially Thomas Ell- 
wood, profecuted it, and at the next feilions produced. incon- 
teftible evidence that Thomas Zachary and his wife were in 
London all that day; fo that, notwithftanding all endeavours 
to the contrary, the jury found for the appellants ; the con- 
viétion was fet afide, and the money depofited at entering the 
appeal ought to have been returned, but they could never get 
more than rol. of it, the reft being detained by the clerk of 
the peace. But fo angry was the convicting juftice, that he 
perfuaded the reft to tender Thomas Zachary the oath of al- 
legiance, for refufal whereof he was kept in prifon a long 
time after. 

In Somerfetthire the informers fwore againft fix perfons for 
being at a meeting at Yeovil, where they had not been at all, 
Others fwore Thomas Gully was at a meeting at Gregory- 
ftuke in faid county, when he was fick in bed, and died 
foon after. “Chey fwore again(t William Lea, the younger, 
as being at a meeting five wecks after his death. In Wett- 
moreland Richard Holme and feveral others were fined, as 
for being at amecting, which they were not at, the informers 
having {worn at random. 

* George Whitehead. 

+ In Wilthire the fines of fundry friends amounted to 
ggl. 108. from whom were levied by dittrefs goods to the 
value of 2131. 9s. Robert Stevens was fined rol. for an 
unknown preacher, and 5s. for himfelf, though there was no 
preacher there; he was a very poot man, and all: his: yoods 
were valued at 4cs. which being reported to the jultice, he 
ordered the officers to take away the little a//. Three others 
weie in like manner unjuftly fined the like fun for the un- 
koown preacher, who was notthere. In Bedfordshire the of 
cers were incited to rapacity by juftice Charnock, telling them 
they might take 1001. fur 201, and bring him the money, for 
bis clerk foculd have fore of it for his pains 5 and that they 
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impofed: Rapine being their trade, they did 
not hefitate in the leaft to take much more in 
value 


mu/? take the more, becaufe few qould buy the goods. Raich- 
ard Milner, for a fine of 2cl. for a meeting at his houfe, 
had goods taken from him worth 371. Richard Smith of 
Cheiter had his goods feized feveral umes for meetings at his 
houfe Far exceeding the fines impofed, which were ufually 2cl. 
by the encouragement of the mayor, bidding the officers take 
enough; feveral were diftrained to five or fix times the value 
of the fines. 

_ Thomas Green being on his knees in prayer at a meeting in 
Sabridgeworth, Hertfordihire, was dragged out and fined by 
two juftices rol. for which his goods were taken by diftrefs to 
the value of sol. 

Charles Barnet, a baker of Leominfter, was fined 20]. for 
preaching, and afterwards 4ol. for a fecend offence ; for 
which all the goods in his houfe, and allthe wood in his yard, 
were taken away. After which warrants being again iffued 
againft him, the officer reported to the juftice Booth’ he fad 
nothing left but bread, which would ‘fpail before it could be 
fold ; the juftice anfwered, if you caniol fell it, you may bring 
it me to give to my horfes. ‘ 

Theophilus Green, preaching at.a mecting at Uxbridge, was 


fined 201, and under pretence that he had uttered feditious ” 


exprefhons, becaufe he exhorted his friends ¢o keep their meet~ 
ings in the name of Jusus, notwith/landing the laws of man to 
the contrary, he was fent to newgate. Yor this and other 
fines for meeting, warrants of diltrefs were iffued againft him 
for rool. for which they took away all his houfehold goods. 


In Nottinghamihire in 1669, Penifton Whaley, chairman, | 


in his charge to the grand jury, endeavouring to incenfe them 
againft the Quakers fo called, manifelted his abfurdity, 1g- 
norance and malevolence together, by telling them in effect 
the act of 35 Eliz.’ was not made againft the Papilts but the 
Quakers 5 for, faid he, the church of Rome is a true church, 
as well as any other; for a man though he be a lame or ill- 
favoured man, yet he is a man as well as a lord or an earl. 
And though the church of Rome have fome corruptions, yet 
jt is a true church as well as any other, and fo it could not be 


made again{t them 5 therefore it muft needs be againit ne 
peop Cy 


go 
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ati p.value than the amount of the fines, while they’ 
Cee could find any thing to take, encouraged by the 


1670. inftructions 


people. You ought to put it in force and not pity them. Ex- 
traordinary reafoning indeed ! 

On the 6th, 8th and gth of the month called Auguft this 
year, one Bumftead, a bailiff’s follower, with others, came to 
ithe houfe of William Albright of Wooburn in Bedfordfhire, 
at whofe houfe a meeting was kept, and by a warrant from 
juftice Charnock broke open his doors, and took away tim: 
ber, malt, oats and other things to the value of 7ol. How- 
beit the faid Albright continued ftedfaft in permitting mect- 
ings at his houfe, until by repeated feizures he was fo im- 
poverifhed, that having nothing Icft to fatisfy the fines, he was 
finally caft into prifon about the month of October. 

Sarah Baker, a poor widow, for 15. fine, fuffered diftrefs 
of what houfchold goods fhe had, amongft which having 
boiled milk in a tkillet for two fick children, the informers 
threw away the poor children’s fultenance, and took the fkil- 
let away. George Thorowgood, of Ely, had all his houfe- 
hold goods, beds and bed-clothes taken, and was forced to 
Jodge on ftraw; after which, when fick, his profecutors took 
away his fheets and fhirt. Mdward Crooke had the bedding 
for himfelf and family taken away, with the children’s cra- 
dle, fo that one of them died with ficknefs contracted by lying 
on ftraw. Samuel Bates of Cranbrook, having had all his 
goods feized for a fine for fuffering meetings at his houfe, a- 
While after, when he had gotten a few more houfehold goods, 
fome of which were lent him in, his diftrefs, one Culpeper, 
a juftice of peace, got in at a window, and with an axe broke 
open the door, and let in the conflable, whom he charged ¢o 
clear the houfe of all that was in it ; but the conftable pitying 
the poor man’s cafe, did not execute the order, for which the 
juftice fined the faid conftable 51. who had two oxen taken 
from him worth rsl. For a mecting at Long-Claxton in Lei- 
cefterfhire four perfons were fenc to prifon, and fo ‘many ' 
goods at divers times taken from fome of that meeting, that 
they had not a cow left to give their children milk; their bed- 
clothes, working-tools and wearing apparel efcaped not the 
violence and avarice of the perfecutors; the fum total amount- 
ed to above 2361. befides which the informers gave them 
much perfonal abufe, and robbed one of the prifoners of his 
purfe and money. 
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inftructions and affiftanceof juftices, whofrequent- C HA PV, 


ly gave them directions to be fure to take enough, ee 


they often fold the diftreffes for lefs than half {¢. 
value, and would then come for more. ‘To re- nen 


in then 


cite all the inftances of cruel plunderings on one ‘,\". 
Lana anaMaiteeti i tees ; diftraints, 
and, and diltrefling fuflerings on the other, 

even in this year, recorded in Befle’s Account 

of the Sufferings of this People, would even 
make a volume ; wherefore | fhall content my- 

felf with a few notes exhibiting fome cafes in 


confirmation of thefe remarks. 
Severe as this act again{ft conventicles was, Juflices and 


yet the villainy and perjury. of the informers, omc’ 
and prejudice of fundry juftices again{t this peo- their power 
ple frequently urged them to acts of Severity ag 
and injuftice beyond the letter of the law, 
which excited fome of the fufferers to appeal, 
according the privilege allowed them by the ac; 
but in a general way they gotilittle by the ap- 
peal but additional lols*, for as the dernier or 
ne antes only 


* ‘Ten perfons having taken from them for fines, for a 
mecting at Weift-Alvington in Devonthire, goods amounting 
to 8rl. 11s. 8d, amongft which was comprized zol. for a 
preacher, though the mecting was held in filence, and fines 
upon others for two perfons, one of which was abfent, and 
the other had been dead fome time, fome of them brought 
their appeal to the quarter fefhons, where the informes 1n 
concert {wore for their gain, that they faw a man ftanding up 
with a bible before him (a praétice not in ufe with this peo- 
ple) which was clearly difproved by the witnefles for the appel- 
Jants, and amongft them the conftable. The chairman fum- 
ming up the evidence declared it was an equal balance, the 
jury byought in their verdict for the king, and the appellants 
thus wrongfully were caft in treble cofts. 

At the fame feflions Mary Randal brought her appeal for 


being diftrained for fines for the abfent and deceafed perfons 
abovementioned, 
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c HA P.only refort was to the quarter feflions, the ins 
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1670. 


Yet appeals 


are gene- 
rally inef- 
fectual. 


fluence of the conyicting juftice, the partiality 


of 


abovementioned, which being clearly proved, the warrant was 
judged illegal, and the court ordered the money to be returns 
ed, which the convicting juftice promifed to do, but never 
did: In{tead of reflitution he fhortly after granted another 
“warrant againft her for a pretended offence of the like na- 
ture. i 

Nathaniel Smith, by advice of council, brought his appeal 
before the quarter fellions of Herefordfhire; the cafe being 
heard, the jury went out, and returned with a verdict for the 
appellant; the court refufed to accept it, and fent them out 
again; they repeated the fame verdi&t fix times fucceflively, 
and were as often repulfed by the court; but the jurors con- 
_tinuing ftedfaft in their opinion, the verdiét was’ at length re- 
corded ; but the court at the fame time direéted the officers to 
empannel another jury for the next trial, They alfo fent an 
officer to prifon for procuring the jury a copy of the king’s 
proclamation at their requelt. But though the verdict had 
been recorded, yet afterward the juftices knowing one of the 
jury to be of a timorous difpofition, prevailed on him to fay, 
be had not confented to it, and on that pretence fent out the 
jury again, with fuch threats as produced a contrary verdict, 
the men being overawed by the court to act againft their con- 
{ciences. ‘Vhus the verdict fix times given for the appellant 
was annulled, and he obliged to acquiefce under the charges 
of the appeal, added to the injuftice of his firlt fuffering. In 
like manner at the fame feflions the appeal of William Owen 
was alfo fruftrated, the juttices telling the jury that the cafe 
was like Smith’s, peremptorily directed them to find for the 
king, which was done accordingly, one of the jury being 
heard to fay, the court is lord of our confeiences. 

Francis Plumftead of London was {worn againft by two 
informers for preaching at a meeting in Devonfhire buildings 
on the 25th of November, 1683, and for being at another 
mecting there on the 15th of the fame month, whereupon one 
Dudley North, jultice, had iffued warrants of diftrefs for 3ol. 
He depofited that fum in the hands of the conttable, and ap~ 
pealed. His appeal was profecated from feffions to fethions ; 
at length affidavit was made tharthe faid two informers within 
a mooth after the warrant was grantcd, came toa neighbour’s 

houfe, 
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of the bench, corrupt juries, or the negle& of c Ha PV. 
the juftices in putting their decrees into due ex- cer aa 
ecution, when in favour of the appellant, moftly Are 
left them unredrefled, or faflerine under addi- — ai 
tional grievances in many very clear caufes of 
juft complaint, whereby others who had juft 
caufe were difcouraged trom trying this ineffec- 
tual made of relief, apprehending it more eli- 
gible to acquieice under the firft illegal wrong. 

‘Lhis people were often informed again{ft and Arbitrary 


mnfcon- 


illegally fined by a mifconftruction of the word gyasion 

Conventicles, which though limited in the act to ofthe wins 
. . . . conwenticle. 

meetings for worfhip contrary to the liturgy ‘ch eae 


the 


houfe, and fent for the faid Francis Plumftead, and before 
witnefles confeffed they had been drawn in to that wicked aét, 
afked forgivenels, and offered to kneel down and beg his 
pardon, owning then and feveral times after, that they had 
done him wrong, and fworn falfely againft him. He alfo 
proved by two witnefles, prefent at the meeting, that he did 
not preach there. Neverthclefs, and though no evidence ap- 
' is - §f : : 
peared again{t him, the Recorder endeavoured to invalidate 
the te(timony of his witnefles, and fo wrought upon the jury 
that they brought hin) in puilty of being at the other meeting, 
for which he was fined 10]. By which fine and the charges 
of his ‘appeal, he computed the damage by him fultained to 
be at leaft 4cl. 

Henry Kendon of London, had diftrefs made on his goods 
for sol. being the contents of five feveral warrants granted 
againft him in one and the fame day ; he appealed, and was 
caft on three of thefe indictments, by the evidence of a wo- 
man; who was afterwards proved to be perjured, for he had 
three fabftantial witmefies to teftify the contrary of what the 
fore. The other two appeals he gained ; but the whole of his 
lofs and charges amounted to 721. 

William Collard of Southwark, had his goods fetzed by a 
warrant with a wrong name, whereupon he appealed; but the 
jury upon trial, though inclined to acquit him, being fent out 
three times by the bench with threatening words, at lalt faid, 
they thought it mu? be for the king 3 fo that he loih his caufe 
with the additiona! charges to the value of about 171. 
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the church of England; yet by mercenary in- 
formers, and mercenary and partial juftices was 


\-~vY extended to comprize all aflemblics of any of 


1670, 


thofe people *; if they met merely to provide 
for 


* A meeting was held for church affairs, and to relieve the 
neceflities of the poor, at the houfe of John Penford at Kirby- ° 
Mucklow in Leicetterfhire. ‘hither came the informers, 
and found them in confultation about works of charity. John 
Penford bid them look into the books of accounts then lying 
open, that fo they might not mifreprefent the caufe of their 
meeting. Four of them were furamoned to appear before 
the juftices at Market-Bofworth, who, appearing accordingly, 
were charged with being at a feditious conventicle ; they de- 
fired that the informers might give in their depofitions in 
their hearing, but the juftices would not grant it; for they 
were fo partially difpofed, that one of them told John Pen- 
ford, who had a confiderable eftate, that he would reduce 
him to poverty. They fined John Penford 3o0l. 2ol. for the 
houfe, and rol. for a preacher, though no preacher was 
there ; they alfo fined feveral others 3]. 6s. 8d. each, fo thar 
the whole amounted to sol. Penford and another appealed 
to the quarter fefljons, and retained council to plead their 


‘ canfe. But fo arbitrary were the juftices, that they refuled 


to try the appeal unlefs the appellants would take the oath 
of allegiance ; upon their refufal the court awarded treble 
damages againft them, as if they had been caft on the trial, 
though it is apparent they had law and equity on their fide. , 
Ic was ufual with the people called Quakers, once a quart- 
ter, to have a meeting at lchetter for their church- affairs, 
and making provifion for their poor, which meeting they 
fometimes held at the Friary, where many of their friends were 
prifoners. In September 1680, they came from feyeral parts 
of the county, ia order to bold fuch a meeting ; but Henry 
Walrond, a jultice of the peace and captain of a troop of horle, 
prevented them, by caufing the doors of the riary to be lock- 
ed, fo that neicher the prifoners could go out, nor their 
friends come in, for which reafon they were obliged to go 
to the George Inn, the houfe of one Robert Abbott, where 
many of their horfes were : there they held their meeting, 
rhe men in one room and the women in another. Bur though 


there was neuher preaching nor praying at that time, yet 
the 
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for their poor, the number of whom daily in-c H 4 P. 
creafed by the feverity of this act, and the fe- pal 
verer execution thereof; whofe accumulated ~ 
diftrefs neceflarily engaged their fympathetic 
tendernefs and friendly afliftance +; or if they 
paid 


1670. 


the faid juftice Walrond fined the faid Robert Abbott 4ol., 
for two meetings held in his houfe, and iffued a warrant to 
diftrain his goods, which was done; but Abbott, to prevent 
their being carried away, paid down the money and appeal- 
ed to the quarter feflions, the charge of which appeal came 
to 201. more. He was there caft, fo that the whole charge 
amounted to 601. Abbott was not a Quaker, but a civil, 
friendly man, and thofe who met at his houfe would not let 
him be a fufferer for entertaining them, but repaid him his 
fine and colts. : 

+ On the 26th of che month called Auguft, Samuel Clothier 
in Somerfetthire died a prifoner, after fulfering upwards of ten 
years imprifoninent for not paying tithes. He finithed his 
life in peace, and Jeft a good reputation behind him. Se-' 
veral perfons were fined for attending his funeral at Alford ; 
Robert Hunt, a juttice of peace, calling this office of refpect 
to the deceafed a conyenticle, though nothing was fpoken at 
the grave: the widow was fined gos. for herfelf, her fon and 
four relations. His brother for himfelf and others 11. 7s. 
Several neighbours who were not Quakers were fined for 
going to the funeral, and paid their fines to prevent the feizure 
of their goods. s 

‘There dwelt at Buckenham in Norfolk} one Robert Tiller, 
an ancient man, very weak and confumptive, whom fome of- 
his friends came to vifit in his ficknefs; twa informers 
obferving this, crept into their company, and while they 
were fitting together, the fick man fpoke a few words to his 
friends concerning his own experience of the work of reli- 
gion. ‘This the informer {wore to be a conventicle, and the 
fick man was fined zol. for which they took away fix of his 
cows. 

In Somerferthire, the widaw of Philip Tyler was fined for 
being at his funeral, and fullered diftrefs of two cows worth 
ol. from fundry others, for being at faid funeral, goods were 


gaken to the amount of 621, and upwards. 
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CH AP. paid a vifit to a friend in his ficknefs ; or if they: 
XXII. gathered to pay the laft office of refpeét, in at- 
“~~ tending the funerals of their deceafed friends, 
1670. there were not wanting informers hardy enough 
to {wear {uch meetings conventicles, nor juftices 
prejudiced againft them to iffue their warrants to 
levy fines accordingly. And it is to be obferved 
that where the fines impofed did not exceed 10s, 
there lay no appeal, although judgment were ever 

fo partial, or the diftrefs ever fo exorbitant. 
Unfair me- {Phe penalty for the preacher being 2ol. for 


thod of 7 
fining fora the firft offence, and 4ol. for the fecond, was, 


preacher. In 


firs 1 


An honeft woman at Keel in Staffordfhire, being dead, her 
hufband intended to bury her in friends burying ground ; but 
the pricit of the parith fent him a threatening meflage, that» 
if he didnot pay his fees, he would arreft the corpfe, and 
caufe it to be buried in a ditch, faying he Aad Aaa all the 
hereticks hanged than lofe one fix pence by them, In fhort, the 
pricft and fome others fat up all night in an houfe drinking, 
in order to watch the corpfe: fo that the poor man, to keep 
his dear wife out of their hands, determined to bury her in 
his own gardgn, and did fo accordingly : and he himfelf died 
fix days after and was buried befide her, Several of the 
neighbours came to his funeral, and amongit the reft the 
church-wardens ; the corpfe being interred, a friend kneeled 
down tq prayer: upon this the church- wardens grounded 
an information, upon which the faid friend was fined 2ol. 
and feveral others in other fums ; which upon appeal being 
returned to fome of them, fo irritated the prieit, that he 
endeavoured to prevail upon the magittrates of the town, | 
where the friend who prayed at the funeral dwelt, to tender 
him the oath of allegiance, but without effect ; whereupon he 
applied to fome country jultices, who fent for him, tendered 
him the gath, and upon his vefufing to take it fene him ta 
priton. ; 

+ Two informers came to the houfe of Abraham Hay- 
worth of Rofendale in f.ancaihire, when the mecting there 
was breaking up; they went and made information that 
James RadclitY preached there, who was not at that meet- 
ing; however the jufticcs upon this evidence fined hin oe 
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too valuable an acquifition to the fines of 5s. 
and ros. not to be brought in, in addition there- 
to; for this purpofe they often {wore againit a 
preacher when there was none there, nor a word 
fpoken in the meeting; at other times they 
would by impertinent queftions extort an anf{wer 
from fome one or other prefent, and if a word 
was fpoken, though on fubjets foreign to reli- 
gion, they termed it preaching, and fwore ac- 
cordingly ; and the informations being generally 
made before magiftrates as ready to fine as thele 

informers 


for which the officers broke open five doors, and took away 
twelve kine, and an horfe worth 39]. 

William Claytor of Elron in Nottinghamfhire, and John 
Barker of Bingham, were together at a friend’s houfe, where 
were no others but the family ; an informer came in, and 
afked William fome ufual familiar queftions, to which he 
gave him proper anfwers: upon which he gave information 
to a juftice, that there was a mecting, and that William Clay- 
ton fpoke, whereupon the juftice fined William 20}. and John. 
Barker 12l. Befle, v. 1. p. 555. 

Another time William Claytor and fome others being af- 
fembled, ‘and fitting together in filence, two informers came 
in, and with them fome of the town officers: one of the 
informers faid, take their names, William Claytor afked, 
What will you take our names for? The informer faid, for 
a filent meeting ; Nay, faid the other informer, put Aim cown 
for a fpeaker 5 which they did accordingly, and he was fined 
by juftice Whaley for {peaking or preaching gol. for a fe- 


‘cond offence, having been formerly convicted on a like 


ftratagem as before mentioned. ; 

A parallel cafe to this was that of Jofeph Wallis, who 
fitting filent in a meeting, one Walker, an informer, cae 
in, and afked him, When aril you give over this 2? Jofeph 
anfwered, When wilt thou give aver thy trade?  YNalker 
returned, Nor till you give over yours. Jofeph replied, thine 
avill not bring thee peace in thy latter end. Yor this Jofeph 
Wallis was fined aol, as a preacher. 
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inthe view of thefe unconfcientious informers cH A P. 


XXII. 


1670. 
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Cc ey P. informers were to fwear, by this iniquitous coms 
- bination were many of this people plainly rob- 
1670, bed by [the mifapplication of } an act of parlia- 
Some jut ment. ; 
eae But fome well difpofed juftices, apprized of 
informers, the villainy and infamous characters of thefe in- 
. formers, and their readinefs to fwear at all ad- 
ventures, to plunder without mercy, to enhance 
their ill-got gains, had too much honour to en- 
courage fuch a vicious difpofition ; with fuch 
it hath frequently happened that thofe informed 
againft have been cleared, when the informer 
miffed in his evidence either in the day of the» 
month or the like in the complaint. In London, 
the lord mayor fitting im a court of aldermen, 
an impudent informer made his appearance, 
with fuch a number of informations ag would 
have wronged the parties informed again{t of 
rsool. but the mayor, in abhorrence, adjourned 
the court. Yet this: hardy informer, not fatis- 
Ged to let the matter fall, appeared before the 
court again and again, and was as often put off, 
rill at laft he was arrefted for debt, and ended his 

days in prifon. 
Gagiice George Fox being at this time in London, 
writes publifhed remarks upon the injuftice of this law, 
re 4 the tn order, if poflible, to move the government ° 
saindyior Te to moderation: but at the fame time being ap- 
tncoure™ brehenfive of an impending {torm, he wrote an 
fnends.”  epiltle. to his friends, to exhort them to faith- 
fulnefs and {teadfaftnefs in their teltimony to the 
truth, and to chriftian paticnce, in bearing the 
fuiterings which might be permitted to try their 


faith. 
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Cert Peak all, 


Meeting-boufes in London fhut up.—George Tox 
taken before the Mayor and difmi ed.—An 
epifeopalian Prieft brought to preach at Gra- 
civus-/trect.—George Whitchead preaches, after 
him.—Proceedings at Peel-meeting.—Trial of 
William Penn and William, Mead for a Kiot.— 
Acquitted by the Yuryi—The Fury fined and 
imprifoned.—T rial of Thomas Rudyard and 
others.—Sentence paffed on the Prifoners clan- 
deftinely.—Imprifonment in an infected ‘fatl.— . 
Accounts of thefe Trials publifhed.—-T he Recor- 


der rewarded for his Service. 


Upon the commencement of this act’s taking c HAP. 
place, in London and feveral other places, the xxI1. 
meeting-houfes were fhut up, and a guard -— ~~. 
placed at the door, to keep the people out, and 1679. 


4 iy 2! Mee yo 
amongft the reft at the meeting-houfe at Grace-houte in 


- church-ftreet, whereupon the meeting was held London 


; 3 thut up. 
‘1 the court. On the next firft day, being kept 


not only out of the meeting-houfe, but alfo out 
of the court, they affembled in the open {treet, 
where George Fox began to preach, but was 
prefently pulled down ; after him another was 
feryed in like manner, and both of them were 
carried before the Lord Mayor by a conftable 
and an informer, attended by a guard of fol. 


diers. As they were pafling along the informer 


difcovered 
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eas a difcovered himfelf by the following expreflion, 
CA wy Ht will never be a good world, until all the people 
1670, Come to the good old religion, that was two hun 
Georg eFox dred years ago: Upon hearing which George 
fee faid, What! a papift informer. When they came 
andi Gnif- to the court before the mayor’s houfe, fome of 
fel. the people afked George Fox why he was brought 
thither? He replied, aff that informer, and alk 
him his name. Upon this one of the mayor’s 
officers faid, he fhould tell his name before he 
went away; for the Lord Mayor will know by 
what authority you intrude yourfelf with foldiers 
into the exccution of thofe laws which belong to 
the civil magiftrate to execute. Vhe informer un. | 

willing to abide the examination, flipped out of 
the court, and was received by the populace in 
the {treet with a loud cry of, a papift informer ! 
a papif? informer ! who were like to have hand. 
led him roughly, had not George Vox perfuaded 
the conflable and foldiers to refcue him out of 
their hands. By which means he got into an 
houfe, changed his periwig, and made his ef 
cape. ‘Lhe informer being fled, and no body 
appearing in that quality, the Lord Mayor, after 
fome difcourfe with George Fox and his friend, 
fet them both at liberty. In like manner on 
the fame day, at Devonfhire houfe, many friends 
were by compulfion kept out of their meeting- 
John Tum- Roufe. But John Burnycat and others having 
ie fined flembled in the meeting, he began to fpeak, 
but was quickly pulled down, and carried be- 
fore the Lord Mayor, who fined him Dol AL 
Weltminfter feveral were grievoufly abufed, fome 
having their clothes taken from them, as cloaks, 
coats, hoods, fearves, &c. fome kept prifoners 
feverak 
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feveral hours, and afterward taken before twoc H A P. 


juftices, who fined them, both men and women. oe 
Various were the meafures adopted by the ma- ‘eae 


giftrates to perplex the Quakers, and deter them 
from keeping up their religious meetings ; but 
ftanding. upon a folid foundation, a confcience 
void of offence, and a dependence on divine 
protection, they were preferved through all their 
fevere trials, fteadfaft and undifmayed, whereby 
their adverfaries were fruftrated through all their 
efforts to diftrefs them to difperfion. ‘The mayor 
firft fet guards upon their mecting-houfes ; and 
they reforting thereto in point of duty, and be- 
ing by force kept out, held their meetings in 
the {treet, as near thereto as they were permitted 
to come. Next, viz. on the 26th of the month 
called June, he fuffered them to aflemble in the 
meeting-houfe in Whitehart court; but when 4n «pifto- 
affembled, he contrived to procure an epifcopa- penbice 
lian prieft to go thither and officiate according jicach « 
to their liturgy, and fent a band of foldiers to sre 
guard him in the performance of his office, who iret. 
accordingly read the common prayer, and 
preached a fermon in the gallery, exciting to 
love and forbearance, from Eph. c. iv. v. 2, 1535 

but at the fame time by his conduct: did not 
confirm his do€lrine; for. the foldiers who 
guarded him were rude and abufive to fome of 

his auditors by compulfion, for making fome 
obfervations on the inconfiftency of the imea- 
fures of the church party with his do€trine, 
and he neither reprefled nor rebuked their rude- 

nefs and violence, which they dealt freely to 
women as well as men. | 
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CPA RY As the novelty of the tranfaction drew many 
~~, people together, after the prieft had ended hie 

—Y~ fermon, George Whitehead ftood d pre 
Taie. , George Whitehead f{tood up, and preach- 
George €d on the fame fubject, taking occafion there- 
pucker at from to demonftrate the inconfiftency of perfe- 
ter him, for Cution therewith, and with the gofpel ot peace, 
which hes ‘The mixed auditory liftened with attention, and 
forethe ' the meeting continued in an agreeable ftate of 
mayer. quietude, until two rude fellows with foldiers at 
their heels, laid violent hands on him and pul- 
led him down, by their violence pufhing down 
fome women prefent, and carried him to the 
ynayor’s, keeping him fome time in his yard. 
His name and the information againft him be- 
_ing given to the mayor, he prefently fent out a 
warrant to commit him to the compter at the 
gatehoufe in Bifhopfpate-ftreet, for making a 
difturbance, &c. until he fhould find fureties or 
be delivered by due courfe’ of law, without ex- 
amining the cafe, or admitting George White: 

head to be heard in his own defence. 


George Whitehead feeing the warrant, re- 


quefted an audience of the mayor, which being 
obtained, he informed him, that he apprehend- 
ed there was a miftake in ‘the warrant, in 
charging him with making difturbance, for that 
there was no fuch thing, until the informers and 
foidiers came in; that he made none, but on the 
contrary quieted the people by feafonable ad- 
vice and counfel. He was fent to the compter 
until the evening, and then fent for to appear 
before the mayor again; and after fome dif: 
courfe * the mayor in conclufion fignified he matt 

fine 


* The fubftance of the difcourfe between George White- 
head and the Mayor was as followeth: Information being 
given: 
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fine him gol. for a fecond offence, as having C H A P. 
_ been, he faid, convicted before Sir Jofeph Shel- eat 


don 1670. 


given that George Whitehead ftood up and preached after the 
minifter had ended, but what he preached the witnefles could 
not tell, 

The Mayor faid, if the minifter had done it was a con- 
venticle. : 

G. Whitehead. If I had preached fedition or difeord againft 
either the government or peace of the nation, I might jultly 
faffer by this law; being an act to prevent and fupprefs /edi- 
tious conventicles. Butit was no other but the gofpel of peace 
and falvation by Jefus Chrift that I preached, to exalt the power 
of godlinefs, directing the people thereto, that they may not 
remain under empty and dead forms of profethon. 

Mayor. 1 believe both you and others have done good— 
Well, I mutt fine you gol. this being for the fecond offence ; 
you were convi¢ted before Sir Jofeph Sheldon once be- 
fore. 

G. Whitehead. Mutt I faffer for preaching the gofpel, as 
if I had been preaching fedition ? Doth the law make no dif- 
ference ? Befides I was not convicted according to this law be- 
fore jultice Sheldon, for it was there made appear that the 
witnefs forfwore himfelf; for he fwore that he took me 
preaching, when many could teftify (as fome did) that I was 
praying, and not preaching at that time. 

Mayor. But were you on your knees with your hat off 
when they took you? 

G. Whitehead. Yea, I was, and the meeting was in a 
folemn pofture of prayer, the men with their hats off: And 
the foldiers pulled me down when i was praying. 

Mayor. However, you were in a rchgious exercife, 

G. Whitehead. \f preaching muft be accounted a reli- 
gious exercife, not allowed by the liturgy, yet 1 do not un- 
derftand that prayer is included in the claufe. ‘* Every per- 
«© {on who fhall take upon him to preach or teach in any fuch 
« meeting, and fhall be thereof convidted, fhall forfeit 20.” 
Now here is no praying mentioned. Now I defire thy 
judgment, whether preaching or teaching can be meant 
praying ? 

Mayor. No, praying is not here mentioned ; however your 
conviction is recorded, you may make your appeal. 

aS Be G. Whitehead. 
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c HAP.don before; but it feems the fine was never 


XII. 


1670. 


levied. 

They purfued the like plan at the fame meet- 
ing-houfe for three or four firft days fuccetlively ; 
but whatever their view might be in this in. 
trufion of their liturgy within ynconfecrated 
walls, they foon grew tired, and returned to 
the practice of placing guards at the meet- 
houfes, and keeping the aflemblies of this 
people out in the ftreets. 


Upon the 17th day of the 5th month, O.5, 
called July, friends were kept out of their meet- 
ing-houfe at Peele in the ftreet, by a band of 
foldiers and a conflable, and two women friends 
being concerned to fpeak a few words of exhor- 
tation, the foldiers came and violently pulled 
them away, pufhed down both men and women 
with their mufkets, bruifed feveral, and tore 
Mary Wicks’s fcarf and apron, whereupon one 
of the friends called to the conftable to keep the 
peace. ‘Loward the conclufion of the meeting 
George Whitehead felt his heart animated with | 
fervency to call upon the Lord by prayer, in 
which as he was exercifed, the foldiers with vio- 
lence pulled him away into the entry ; George 


G. Whitehead. To whom fhall I make my appeal but to 
thofe that wrong me. 

Mayor. | mult do according to law ; I muft fine you. 

ol. 

G. Whitehead. That law which makes no diftin@ion be- 
tween preaching fedition and preaching the gofpel of peace ! 
muft deny, as being both again{t reafon and again{t God, 
and God, who judgeth righteoully, will judge between thee 


and us in this thing, 
then 
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then reafoned with them concerning their rude-© UA P. 
nef and incivility towards the women; _remark- "Zhe 
ing how much below the manly fpirit of foldiers “1670. 
they aéed in abufing peaceable men, and wo- 
men of fepute, as they had done. Prefently after 
they pulled John Scot and Samuel Richardfon 
into their guard-room, and detained thofe three 
in'their cuftody near three hours; and then a 
great company of foldiers conducted them to an 
ale-houfe near Clerkenwell, where two jultices, 
Fofter. and Bowles, were, with a body of the 
king’s horfe-guards before the door. Upon their 
appearing betore the juftices, George Whitehead, 
addrefling himfelf to the juflices faid, “ T ain 
“¢ glad we are come before the civil magi- 
*¢ ftrates: We defire jultice of you againft the 
4 foldiers, who have kept us out of our meet- 
*¢ ing in the ftreet, and taken us contrary to 
“¢ Jaw, even contrary to the prefent act of par- 
* liament, which requires not: them to meddle 
* with meetings, but where réfiftance is made, 
and upon certificate thereof as the act men- 
“¢ tions: Befides, fome of thefe foldiers behaved 
«© rudely, and abufed féverai of our friends, and 
‘ hurt fome of the women by ,punching them 
« with their mufkets. In the next plage, we 
“except againit thefe foldiers as witnefles, 
¢ looking upon them as improper witnefies 
«© goainft us, who have broken the law them- 
me felves.c: wt 

Neverthelefs they were put to their oaths to 
give teflimony againit the prifoners, whom they 
had abufed dnd illegally apprehended, the jul- 
ticeg not cautioning them to take heed what 
they fwore, although the major (who was pre- 
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cH AP.fent) did. Their information againft George \_ 
XXIN. Whitehead, imported, That there were about. — 
“v— 300 in the ftreet, that they took him preaching, 
1670. ftanding on a bulk or ftall, 
George Whitehead anfwered, That is not true, 
I was praying, ftanding on the ground, but lean- 
ing on a ftall. 
_ Soldiers. We took him praying, but leaning 
on a bulk. 
George Whitebead. See how confufed and con. 
tradictory they are in their evidence, for preach. 
ing and praying are twothings ; neither is pray: 
ing mentioned in the claufe of that aQ which 
is made againft fuch as take upon them to preach 
or teach, . 
Fuftice Fofter. You conjured them together 
to the meeting. | 
George Whitehead. ‘That's not true, for they 
were gathered before I came to the meeting. 
The major reproving the foldiers for going 
beyond his order, which was to keep friends in 
the ftreet, and to keep fentry at the door, but not 
to take them prifoners, ie 
Fuftice Bowles, in excule of the foldiers, faid, 
Sir, after you were gone I ordered them to take 
thofe that preached, and I thank them. | 
Fuftice Hofer, What a devil did you come 
there to, pray forwgn  cOuvitses => 
) George Whitghead, Do thefe words become a 
magiftrate? We did not meet ‘to hear or fing 
pallads in the ftreet, nor do we meet at play- 
houfes, nor at bawdy-houfes, nor at drinking- 
houfes to be drunk, where the devil is ferved ; 
hut fingly to ferve and worthip the living God. 
The major and fome more with him feemed 
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highly offended at thefe expreflions, calling out, CHAP. 
Whom do you accufe? whom do you accufe for XXIII. 
going to bawdy-houfes ? Whereupon fome of “~V~ 


the company prefent {miled one upon another. 

George Whitehead. \ accufe none, but tell you 
what meetings we do not come at, Nor Own 3 
and for what end we do meet. 

The, information againft John Scot was, that 
they took him preaching, which was, that when 
they were behaying with rudenefs and violence 
he defired them to be moderate. Againft Samuel 
Richardfon, that he laid violent hands on ong of 
their mufkets ; but this was utterly falfe,. and 
denied by Samuel Richardfon, for he was ftand- 
ing peaceably (as he faid) with his hands in his 
pockets. They were all committed to New: 
prifon, guarded by a conftable, and a guard of 
foldiers. And the next evening they fined Geo, 
Whitehead 2ol. (but it was not levied) and Sa- 
muel Richardfon five fhillings, and difcharged 
them. But imprifoned John Scot fix months on 
the Oxford act againft nonconformilt preachers, 
although he was no preacher, nor in any re- 
fpect, jultly liable to be punifhed by the faid act. 

The magiftrates of London next conceived a 
new plan, to imprifon them, in order to bring 
them to trial for a riot, and exert their utmott 
endeavours to get them convicted thereupon, 
They began with two very eminent members of 
this fociety, William Penn and Willian Mead, 
who were taken as William Penn was preach- 
ing i Grace-church-ftreet on the 14th of the 
month called Augult, and both committed to 
Newgate, from whence they were brought to 
their trial at the feflions at the Old-Baily the ift. 
3d, 4th and sth of Septembcr, wherein 1s eae 
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FHES TORY of tHe 


CHAP. bited a remarkable fpecimen of the violent exs 
XXJI. ertions of arbitrary power in the magittrates ; 
\“v~ and of intrepid fortitude in defence of the an- 

167°. cient and fundamental privileges of the- people 


in the prifoners and the jury. 

The indiétment fet forth, that William Penn 
and William Mead, with divers other perfons to 
the number of 300, at Grace-church-ftreet in 
the city of London, on the 15th of Auguft, with 
force and arms tumultuoufly aflembled together, 
and that William Penn, by agreement between 
him and William Mead, had preached there in 
the publick ftreet, whereby was cauled a great 
concourfe of people. ‘To this indictment they 
feverally pleaded not guilty. After which they 
were detained there five hours, waiting upon the 
trial of felons, and then returned to Newgate ; 
and two days after were brought before the 
court again, when the court more openly mani. 
felted a preconcerted defign to treat them with 
the utmoft feverity, and take every ‘unfair ad- 
vantage againft them; for coming ‘into court 
after their accultomed menner with their hats. 
on, and the officers having taken them’ off 
the lord mayor, Samuel Starling, reproved them 
fharply, and ordered them to put them on their 
heads again. Whereupon the recorder, Howel, 
who appeared through the whole tial inpla- 
cably determined again{t them, fined them forty 
marks each, for not taking off their hats. Which 
occafioned William Penn_ to remark, ‘That they 
were in the court with their hats off, (1. e 
taken off) and if they have been put on {fince, 
it is by order of the bench; and therefore, (if 
any) the bench, not the prifoners, ought 10 be 
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The jury being fworn, and the witneffes be-c 4 «4 », 
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ing called, depofed that they faw Willan Penn xxu1. 
{peaking to the people affembled in’a great num- “WV 


ber in Grace-church-ftreet, but they could not 
hear what he faid. 
. The recorder then afked William Mead if he 
was there? Who replied, It is a maxim in your 
own law that no man is bound to accufe him- 
felf, why then doft thou go about to enfnare 
me ?. The recorder, in refentment, returned, Sir, 
hold your tongue, I did not go about to enfnare 
vou. , Then William Penn freely declared, we 
confefs ourfelves fo far from recanting or de- 
clining to vindicate our affembling ourfelves to 
preach, pray, or worfhip the eternal, holy, juft 
God, that we believe it to be our indifpenfable 
duty to meet upon fo good an account; nor 
fhall all the powers upon earth be able to divert 
us from reverencing and adoring God, who 
made us, Richard Brown alledged, you are 
not here for worfhipping God, but for breaking 
the law, you do yourfelves’.a - great deal of 
wrong-in going’ on in that difeourfe’*.» Lo this 
Wiliam Penn anfwered, I affirm J have broken 
no law; nor am J guilty of the indidtment that 
is laid to my charge: And to the end the bench, 
the jury and myfelf, with thefe that hear us, 
may have a more direct underftanding of this 
procedure, 
f : "4 t 
* ‘This appears to me a nice diftinGtion in terms, without a 
Gifference in effect. | “Whe law alluded to by Brown was inade 
againft all worthip not according to the liturgy, ge. The 
Onakers worfhip was, from confctentious conyiclion, not ac- 
cording thereto, but fuch as they beheved’ wnott acceptable 
to God: Their worthip being then a breach of the law, 1s 
not then their worlhipping God and breaking the law one 
and the fame thing ? 
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€ HAP. procedure, I defire to know by what law you 
XXIII. profecute, and upen which you ground my in 
“~~ dictment? The recorder anlwered, Upon the 
1670. common law. William Penn defired that com, 
mon law might be produced, as it would be im; 
potlible for the jury to determine, or agree in 

their verdict, under ignorance of the law, by 

which they fhould meafure the truth of the in; 
dictment, and the guilt or contrary of the fact, 

The recorder, provoked at his perfiftance in de- 
manding a fpecification of the law, which he 

_ could not tell where to find, fuffered his paffion 

to tranfport him beyond the bounds of decency, 

and treat a man on every account as refpectable 

as himfelf with ill language, in this laconic re- 

ply to his juft requifition, You are a faucy fel- 

low, fpeak to the indi€tment: But William ° | 

Penn infifting on his right to have the law pro. | 

duced on which the indi€tment was founded, 

and the court evading it, and infifting on his 

pleading to the indictment as it ftood: At lait 

the recorder, lofing all patience, to abufive lan- 

guage added a plain confeffion that he did not 

know where the law was to be found, You are, 

faid he, an impertinent fellow, will you teach 

the court what law is? Its Lex non feripta, 

that which many have ftudied thirty or forty 

years to know, and would you have me tell 

you in amoment? William Penn. If the com- 

mon Jaw be fo hard to be underftood, it is far 

from being common; but if Lord Coke in his 
inftitutcs be of any authority, he tells us, that 

common law is common right, and that com- 

mon right is the great charter privileges. Ke- 
corder. You are a troublefome fellow, and it is 

not for the honour of the court to fufler you to 
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goon. William Penn. 1 defign no affront toc H A P. 
the court, but to be heard in my juft plea; and XXII. 
I mutt plainly tell you, that if you deny me the “~~ 
oyer of that law, which you fuggeft I have 11> 
broken, you do at once deny me an acknow- 
ledged right, and evidence to the whole world 
your refolution to facrifice the privileges of Eng- 
lithmen, to your finifter and arbitrary defigns. 
This exafperated the recorder to that degree that 
he called to the officers to take him away. And 
addrefling himfelf to the mayor, faid, my lord, 
if you do not take fome courfe with this pefti- 
lent fellow to ftop his mouth, we fhall not be 
able to do any thing to-night. Upon which 
the lord mayor ordered him to be haled from 
the bar into the bail-dock. As he was going 
away, he made the following addrefs to the jury. 
This I leave upon your confciences, who are 
my jury, and my fole judges, that if thefe anci- 
ent fundamental laws, which relate to liberty 
and property, and are not limited to particular 
perfuafions in matters of religion, muft not be 
indifpenfably maintained and obferved, who can 
fay he hath a right to the coat on his back? Cer- 
tainly then our liberties are to be openly invad- 
‘ed; our wives to be ravifhed, our children en- 
flaved, our families ruined, and ‘our eftates led 
away in triumph by every fturdy beggar and ma- 
licious informer, as their trophies, by our pre- 
tended forfeitures for confcience-fake. . 
William Mead, being left alone at the bar, 
alfo addrefled the jury in the following fpeech 3 
«© Ye men of the jury, 1 now ftand here to an- 
<¢ fwer to an indiétment againft me, which 1s a 
“< bundle of ftuff, full of lies and falfehoods ; 
¢* for therein I am accufed that I met with force 
s* and 
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Hat ST O:REY “or rik 


*¢ and arms unlawfully and tumultuoufly. Time 


was when [had freedom to ufe a carnal wea- 
pon, and then { thought I feared no man; 
But now I fear the living God, and dare nat 
make ufe thereof, nor hurt any man; nor do 
I know that I demeaned mylelf as a tumultu- 
ous perfon: Therefore it is a very proper 
queflion that William Penn demanded,. an 
oyer of the Jaw on which our indictment is , 


ce 
ce 


ce 


s¢ what makes a riot, &c. Coke tells us, a riot 


beat a man, or to enter forcibly into another 
man’s land, to cut his grafs, his wood, or 
<¢ break down his pales.’? [he recorder, pull- 
‘ing off his hatin a contemptuous manner, faid, I 
thank you, Sir, for telling me what the law is, 
William Mead replied, thou mayift’ put on thy 
“hat, Ihave never a fee for thee now. ‘The lord 
mayor faying,. you deferve to have | your 
tongue cut out;. and the recorder threatening 
to take occafion againft hih, he pleading his. pri- 
‘Vilege as’ an Englifhman, the recorder rejoined, 
I look upon you to be an enemy to the laws of 
‘England, nor are you worthy of fuch privileges 
‘as others have. , ‘Then he was likewife ordered 
‘Sato the bail-dock. . iia. | 
When the prifoners were gone, the recorder 
‘proceeded to give the jury their charge ; which 
William Penn obferving, remonftrated againit as 
an irregular proceeding, railing himfelf up by 
the rails of the bail-dock, that he might be heard, 
with a loud voice fpoke thus: ‘¢ I appeal to the 
jury, and this great affembly, whether it be 
‘© not contrary to the undoubted right of every 
“ Vnplifhman to give the jury their charge i 
eat 


grounded. If the recorder will not tell you ° ae 


is, when threé or more are met together to. i 
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‘© the abfence of the prifoners.””? The recorder CH AP. 
anfwered {neeringly, ye are prefent, ye do hear, XXIII. 
do you not? William Penn. No thanks to the watt s 
court that ordered me ,into the bail-dock: And *'%7° 
you of the jury, take notice that I have not been 
heard, neither can you legally depart the court 
before I have been fully heard, having at leaft 

ten or twelve material points to offer, in order’ 

to invalidate the indictment. This fpeech being 

very unpalatable to the court, the recorder cried 

out, pull that fellow down, pull him down. 
William Mead thereupon exclaimed again{t their 
proceedings as barbarous and unjult; upon 
which, by order of the recorder, they were thruft 

into a flinking hole and detained there, while 

the jury went up to agree upon their verdict ; 

after ftaying about an hour and an half, eight 

came down agreed; but four being diffatished 
remained above. ‘The bench, highly provoked niet 
at thefe jurymen, who obftructed their defigns, 
threatened them with the like domineering in- 
civility as they had the prifoners before, parti- 
cularly, Edward Bufhel, whom they charged with 

being the caufe of this difagreement, and an 
abettor of faétion, with more imperious and me- 
nacing language, unbecoming perfons in the 

feat of jultice, or thofe of a liberal education. 

Afier much abufive treatment they fent them to 
confider of bringing in their verdict, which af- 
‘ter fome time they agreed to bring William Penn 
guilty of {peaking in Gracious-ftreet. This 

the court refufed to accept as a verdict: And 
{trove unfairly to extort exprcfiions from fome 

of them, to procure a verdict more to their pur- 

ofe, as that he was fpeaking to an unlawful 


affembly; but Buthel, Hammond, and fome 
others 
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c¢ HAP. others bravely maintained their right, and tev 
XXIII. fufed to admit any alteration in their verdi& > at 


Layo 
1670. 


Verdict in 
writing. 


which the recorder, mayor, and others took oc- 
cafion to abufe them with moft opprobrious lan.' 
guage, and forced them up again to bring ina 
verdict they would accept. Upon their return 
they produced their verdiétin writing, figned by 


‘them all, as follows, viz. 


‘* We the jurors hereafter named do find 
*¢ William Penn guilty of {peaking or preaching 
“* to an aflembly met together in Gracious-{treet 
** the 14th Auguft 1670, and that Win. Mead 
** is not guilty of the faid indictment.” 


Thomas Veer, foreman. Charles Meilfon. 


Edward Buthel. Gregory Walklet. 
John Hammond. John Bailey. 
Henry Henley. William Lever. 
Henry’ Mitchel. James Damafk.. 
John Brightman. William Plumfted. 


This both the mayor and recorder refented fo 
highly that they exceeded the bounds of modera- 
tion, reafon and civility, which drew the follow- 
remonftrance from William Penn. 

“¢ My jury, who are my judges, ought not to 
*¢ be thus menaced; their verdict {hould: be 
‘o. tree, sand »jnotiieompelladssintihe. bench 
“¢ ought to wait upon them, but not foreftal 
‘them: Ido defire that juftice may be done 
“me, and that the arbitrary refolves of the 
‘© bench may not be made the meafure of my 
<¢ jury’s verdict.””  ‘Vhis poignant vindication of 
his right exafperated the recorder to the follow- 
ing illiberal exclamation: ‘¢ Stop that prating 
“* fellow’s mouth, or put him out of the court.” 


And 
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And the mayor telling the jory, be That he had cy A P. 


*¢ gathered a company of tumultuous people.” 
William Penn, in explanation, replied, It is a 
miftake, we did not make the tumult, but they 
that interrupted us; the jury cannot be fo igno- 
rant as to think we met with any defign to dilturb 
the civil peace: We were with force of arms kept 
out of our lawful houfe, and met as near it in 
the {treet as the foldiers would give usleave: It 
is no new thing, nor with the circumftances ex; 
prefled in the indictment, but what was ufual 
with us: ”Lis very well known that we area 
© peaceable people, and cannot offer violence 
“to any man.’ He infifted that the agreement 
of twelve men is a verdict; required the clerk 
of the peace to record it; and addrefiing him- 
felf to the jury, faid, “* You are Englifhmen, 
“ mind your privileges; give not away your 
“ right.” To which fome of them replied, 
“ Nor wilt we ever do it.” 

‘The prifoners were now fent back to jail, and 
the jury to their chamber, where they were fhut 
wp all night without victuals, fire, or any ac- 
commodation, not even a chamber-pot, the re- 
corder having declared he would have a verdict 
or they fhould ftarve for it. 

Vhe next morning they brought in the fame 
verdict; and neither the paflionate refentments, 
the opprobrious reflections, nor the repeated 
menaces of the bench, could prevail upon 
them to alter it in the leaft. “Their fteadtaft- 
nefs, and the manly defence of William Penn, 
made the recorder’s paflion get the better of his 
prudence fo far as to extort fentiments, which 
policy would conceal. ’Till now, I never under- 


fiood the reafon of the policy and prudence of the 


Spaniards. 
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CHAP. Spaniards in fuffering the inguifition among them j 
XXUI. and certainly it will never be well with us, till 
em Something like the Spanifh inquifition be in England, 
1670. You will find next fethons of parliament there 
will be a law made, that thofe who will not con- 

form fhall not have the protection of the law. 

The jury after repeated menaces, were forced 
Ey up again, and {pent a fecond night without 
night. accommodations as before; no regard being 
paid to their remonftiances, that they had all 
agreed, and in confirmation thereof had fet their’ 

hands to the verdict. Next morning the pri- 

foners being brought to the bar, and the jury 


called upon to bring in their verdict, returned ~ .! 


Bringintheboth the prifoners not guilty ; for which they 
See were fined forty marks a man, and ordered to 
pp eee imprifoned ’till the fines were paid ; but fome 
foned, time alter were difcharged by habeas corpus re- 
turnable in the Common-pleas, where their 
commitment was judged illegal. The prifoners, 

upon being cleared by the jury, demanded their 
liberty ; but they were remanded to prifon for 

their fines for not taking off their hats, to 

which they excepted, as being arbitrarily im- 

pofed, in violation of the great Charter of Eng. 

land, which faith, ‘* No man ought to be amer- 

“ced, but by the oath of good and lawful men 

“¢ of the vicenage.”” ‘Lhus ended this memo. 

rable trial, wherein a noble ftand was made 
againit the. illegal proceedifigs of defpotic ma- 
giftrates in dangerous times, When reafon, law 

and equity were equally difregarded*. ‘he con- 
venticle act was made to encourage profecutions ; 
whereby honeft people in various parts were 

' greatly opprefled by the informers and Veer 
ut 
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but the courts of judicature outrun the lawcH a P. 

itfelf. S3c1 Te 
At the fame feffions thirteen more of faid people “~~ 

having been fent to prifon, partly from Grace- 107s 


Thirteen 


church-ftreet, and partly from the meeting near more tried. 
Bifhop’s-gate, (amongft whom was ‘Thomas Rud- 


hak * a man well {killed in the laws of the 
and, and a {trenuous vindicator of the liberties 
of the people) were brought to trial upon like 
indi€tments, for meeting in a riotous manner. 
The fame jury, who acquitted Penn and Mead, 
had been alfo fworn in court to try thefe other 
Quakers ; but were incapacitated by that extra- 
ordinary proceeding of the court in fining and 
imprifoning them. 

_ Their treatment was as arbitrary and over- 
bearing from the recorder and the reft, as that 
of Penn and Mead had been: ‘lhey were uled 
Vox. Il. ve jut 


* This Thomas Rudyard was particularly obnoxious to 
the magiftrates of London ; becaufe, as a lawyer, he had fuc- 
cefsfully pleaded the caufe of the oppreffed againft their ty- 
rannical meafures, he was marked out by them as a peculiar 
object of their vengeance. Previous to his trial at this fef- 
fions, they iffued a warrant to break open his boufe in the 
dead time of the night, to apprehend him, which warrant 
was executed by foldiers, and the next day he was fent to 
Newgate, under pretence, that he flirred up ferfons to difole- 
dience to the laavs, and abetted and encouraged fuch as met int 
unlaroful and feditious conventicles, contrary to the late act. 
But bis cafe being brought before the cgurt of common-pleas 
by Aabeas corpus, that court gave judgment, that he was ua- 
jufily imprifoned and unlawfully detained, _\Whereupon he 
‘was fet at liberty. The magiltrates, mortified at their dif- 
grace and difappointment, caufed an indi€tment to be framed 
againit him, for hindering ‘due courfe of Jaw againit- one 
Samuel Allenbridge. On this trial he fo well defended his 
caufe that he was acquitted. ‘Their cfurts to puuifh bim oa 
thefe accounts failing them, they next availed theinfelves of 
his religious profeflion, and committed him to Newgate from 
a meeting at White-hart court. 
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c HA P.juft in the fame manner, and fined for not taking 
XXII. off their hats, which had been taken off by the offi- 
“~— cers, and put on their heads again by order of 


1670. 


the court : a fecond jury was packed to try them, 
again{t which they protefted, defiring to be in- 
formed by what law or precedent two juries 
could be {worn to try one and the fame fact? -re~ 
ceived for anfwer, ‘‘ The court over-rules you.” 
hey yet urging that the law ought to be the 
rule and guide of all courts of jultice, and that 
arbitrary anfwers were not fuflicient to fatisfy 
their reafonable demands ;_ the recorder, ‘greatly 
enraged, told one of the prifoners he fhould be 
gagged, and delerved to have his tongue bored 
through with a red hot iron. They objected to 
feveral of this fecond jury; but their lawful 
challenges were rejected by the bench, for no bet- 

ter reafon than that the cotrt over-ruled them. 
The fubftance of the evidence again{ft them 
was, that they were feen in Grace-church-ftreet 
among an aflembly of people, and that they 
ftaid there after proclamation was made for. 
all perfons to depart. ‘They freely confeffed they: 
were met at Gracious-ftreet to worfhip God; 
but denied that they were met for the purpofes 
alledged in the indictment, and defiring to know 
upon what law the indictment was grounded, 
received fimilar anfwers to thofe before given to 
Penn and Mead. The indictment having fet 
forth, that three feveral proclamations were 
made, the prifoners alledged this to be a miftake, 
for there was but one made that day. Upon 
which the mayor demanded of one of the wit- 
nefles, whether oyez was not repeated three 
times? The witnefs anfwered in the affirmative. 
‘Then faid the mayor, that was three proclama- 
tions. Thus by forced conftruétions, as by other 
parts. 
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parts of their conduét, the members of thisC HAP. 
court difcovered their partiality and inclination XXHI- 
to convict the prifoners. ‘The prifoners urged ~~~ 
farther their peaceable principles and demeanour; —1679- 
and that the law againit riots was never defigned 

again{t them, but againtt popith and other difturb- 

ers of the public peace. ‘To which the recorder 
anfwered, according to the court maxims of that 

time, That the papifts were better fubjetts to 

the King than they, and that they were a ftub- 

born and dangerous people, and muft either be 
brought under, or there would be no fafe living 

by them. As this fpeech of the recorder’s was 

a mere eflufion of malice and undeferved dil- 

like to this people, a charge again{ft the prifon- 

ers, fupported by no fact, but difproved by the 

whole tenour of their conduét, they offered to 
vindicate themfelves from his afperfions, for 
‘which they were treated jult as their friends had 

been before them, ordered into the bail-dock ; 

in their abfence the jury received their charge 

from the recorder, not fo much a fumming up 

of the evidence, as a virulent accufation againtt 

them, concluding with a direction that they mu/t 

bring them in guilty ; which this jury, packed for 

the purpofe, readily did. 

The next that were brought to their trial Bodie! Are 
were Ezekiel Archer and Margery Fann, who cher and 
having been indicted as rioters the feflions | be- Fanntried 
fore, and the evidence being infuflicient to.con- fer Isieny. 
yiét them, were detained in prifon on an indict- 
ment for felony ; but this attempt againft them 
was fo manifeftly unjult and malicious, that 
even this jury brought them in of guilty ; and 

et Ezckiel Archer was fined and imprifoned 
with the reft. 
Y2 The 
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cHAp. © The conclufion of their trial was of a piece 
XXII. with the conducting thereof: At the clofe of the 
“~~ feffions thefe prifoners were called down to the 
Ad ike feffions-houfe, as they expected, to receive judg- 
pafed on ment, and had accordingly prepared exceptions 
the prifo- in arreft of judgment to be delivered to the re- 
deftinely, corder in writing; but they were precluded from 
the opportunity of making their .defence; the 
bench pafling fentence without any of them 
hearing it: So determined were they to effect 
their purpofe of punifhing them, that they went 
over all forms of legal proceedings in favour of 
the prifoners. 
It appeared by the newgate book that this 
clandefline fentence condemned them in fundry 
fines, fome forty marks, fome twenty; and as a 
fpecial mark of their vindictive difpofition to- 
wards Thomas Rudyard, he. was fined rool. and 
all to be committed to prifon, until they fhould 
pay their refpective fines. 
Imprifoned But it appearing that newgate was fo full of 
ne prifoners that there could not be convenient 
room for this additional number; the court 
entered into a confultation where to im- 
prifon them, and being informed that during the 
feflions the mafter of the houfe and one of the 
prifoners had died of the fpotted fever, out of , 
the dog by newgate, they ordered thefe friends 
to be imprifoned there ; and a keeper was ap- 
pointed to prevent their going out on any oc- 
cafion. Yet through the goodnefs of divine pro- 
vidence they were prelerved in health, beyond 
the expectation of their friends or hope of their 
enemies, wha by the feries of their carriage, 
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through the whole of their proceedings again{tc H AP. 


them, gave occafion to fufpect they fhut them up 
in that infected houfe with no friendly de- 
fign. 

F An account of both thefe trials was publifhed 
foon after, the firft by William Penn, under the 
title of The People’s ancient and juft Liberties af- 
erted. “Vo which is added, an appendix, exhi- 
biting at large the invalidity of the evidence ; 
the falfity and abfurdity of the indictment ; the 
arbitrary meafures of the court ; their repeated 
violations of the great charter, in particular the 
abfolute illegality of their treatment of the jury; 
‘n confirmation whereof he cites Judge Keeling’s 
cafe, who about three years before had fallen 
under the cenfure of the Houfe of Commons 
upon this very account. Whercupon they pafled 
the following refolutions : | 

‘That the proceedings of the Jord chief. jul- 
tice, in putting reftraints upon juries, arc innova- 
tions in the trial of men for their lives and li- 
berties ; and that he hath ufed an arbitrary and 
illegal power, of dangerous confequence to the 
lives and liberties of the people of England, and 
tending to the introducing of an arbitrary gor 
vernment. 

Secondly, that in the place of judicature, the 
lord chief jultice hath undervalued, vilified and 
condemned Magna Charta, the great preferver 
of our lives, freedom and property. 

Thirdly, that he be brought to trial in order to 
condign punifhment, in fuch manner as the houle 
fhall judge moft fit and requifite. And two days 
after, “¢ Die Veneris, 13th December, 1667, 1c- 
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“ folved, that the precedent or practice of fining 
** or imprifoning jurors for verdicts is illegal.” 
The account of the fucceeding trials of thefe 
people at that feifion was publifhed by Thomas 
Rudyard, under the title of, The fecond Part 
of the People’s ancient and suft Liberties afferted, 
who as a lawyer was well qualified with preci. | 


: fion to point out the right of juries, and the un- 


The Recor- 
der reward- 
ed for his 
fervicc. 


lawfulnefs of the proceedings then -in vogue. 
Thefe pieces were well accepted by the public, 
particularly the former, which pafled fundry im- 
preilions ; for the people began now to be fufpi- 
cious of ill defigns carrying on underhand, and 
that the eftablifhed church was let loofe to worry 
and perfecute the diffenters, in order that po- 
pery and arbitrary power hand in hand might 
feize the favourable opportunity , to eftablifh 
themfelves on the ruins of both. La 

When or by what means they were releafed 
I find no particular account; but William Penn’s 
imprifonment at this time was of no long conti- 
nuance ; for it appears he was at liberty at the 
time of his father’s deceafe, which happened the 
16th of the fame month, viz. September 1670, 
His father was at this time perfectly reconciled 
to his fon, and left him both his paternal Dblef- 
fing and a plentiful eftate : And feems to have 
conceived a favourable opinion of his friends, 
as appears by his death-bed expreflions, record. 
ed by his fon in that excellent treatife, No Crof; 
no Crown.’ a 

But the intemperate and extrajudicial proceed- 
ings of the recorder were looked upon in a dif 
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ferent light by his colleagues of the bench. Al- 
derman John Robinfon made a motion in the 
fucceeding court of aldermen, r that the re- 
“ corder deferved rool. for his fervice done at 
«© the Old Baily the laft feflions 3? which mo- 
tion was agreed to, and an order iffued to the 
chamberlain to pay it. Thomas Rudyard, com- 
ing to: the knowledge thereof, as allo of 2o0ol. 
more he had received in hke manner, within 
eight months laft patt, thought thefe tranfaCtions 
worthy of publication to his fellow citizens, to 
apprize them of the difpofal of the public ftock, 
with this ironical refleGtion upon it, ‘ an ex- 
«¢ cellent way to eafe the trealury of being over- 
‘© burdened with orphan’s money, by which 
“ finifter means of difpofing of its cafh, the cham- 
*© ber was fo deeply in debt as was almoft in- 
¢¢ credible.” 
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Mlegal Proceedings at Horfly-down.—Order of 
Council for demolifbing the Meeting-boufe there, 
—Cruel Abufe of Soldiers.--The civil Officers ene — 
deavour to prevent their Abufes ineffecually.— 
Remark thereupon.—Proceedings at Ratclifi— 
At Wheeler-ftreet.—William Penn taken: from 
thence, and after an Examination before Sir. 
John Robinfon and others committed to New- 
gate cn the Oxford Five-mile Act. — George 
Fox takes a ourney into the Country and is 
taken ill—Exerts himfelf to procure his Wife's 
Liberty with fuccefs.—Sails for America. 


C HAP. Havine traced the arbitrary proceedings of 
xxiv. this feflion, and the confequent tranfactions thus 
“~~ far, we are to view meafures ftill more violent, 
1670 tyrannical and illegal, adopted againft this peo- 
ple in other parts of the city or fuburbs in thefe 

{trange times, 
ee Vhey had a meeting-houfe at an extremity of 
Horfly- the city, viz. at Horfly-down, in the borough 
SOBs of Southwark: Here, from the very beginning 
of the perfecution under this laft aét, the mem- 
bers of this meeting were not only profecuted 
thereby in heavy fincs and diftraints, but per- 
fonally abufed by foldiers, who were appointed 
to keep them out of their meeting-houfe, in a 
very 
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very barbarous manner: And the repeated abu-© ¥ 4 P. 
{es they received not anfwering the end intended, **!¥° 
of deterring them from keeping up their reli- 
gious meetings, in performance of their reli- 
gious duty, in the month called July, the tol- 
lowing order was iflued by the king and council 
for demolifhing the faid meeting-houfe, 


1670. 


¢* An order of the king and council for de- Order of 
‘‘ molifhing the meeting-houfe at Horfly- (eoliting 

‘© down in Southwark. At the court at themeet- 
ing-houfe 


. Whitehall, 29th July, 1670, eee 
tos fu (aa re aed Cres pa 
#* The King’s rhoft excellent Majefty. 


«© His Highnefs Prince Rupert. 
« Lord Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
f* Lord Keeper, 

*¢ Duke of Monmouth. 

© Duke of Ormond. 

«© Parl of Offory. 

‘¢ BFarl of Oxford. 

«© Farl of Anglefea, 

‘© Earl of Bath. 

‘© Karl of Craven. 

“¢ Lord Afhley. 

“© Mr, Treafurer. 

“© Mr. Vice Chamberlain. 

<¢ Mr. Secretary ‘lrevor. 


© His Majefty being informed that there. 
have been of late frequent conventicles and 
s¢ feditious meetings, under pretence of reli- 


© gious worfhip, contrary to and in Soe 
6s 
: a 
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© HAP.“ of the laws eftablifhed, at an houfe or build. 


XXIV. 


1670. 


** ing at Horfly-down, adjoining to the Artillery 


“* garden, and that the perfons who there af- 
“* femble behave themfelves in fuchariotous and 


** tumultuous manner, that if their meetings @ 


** be any longer endured, his Majefty’s peace. 
** and the quiet of his government will thereby 
** be manifeftly endangered: For prevention 
** whereof, it was this day ordered, his Majefty 
‘* prefent in council, and by his exprefs com. | @ 
** mand, that Chriftopher Wren, Efq; furveyor ‘| 

“* general of his Majefty’s works, do caufe the “¥ 
** {aid houfe or building to be pulled down and 
demolifhed, in cafe from henceforth any per- 
fons whatfoever fhall prefume to meet or hold 
<* any conventicle or unlawful aflembly therein 


ray 


© 


n 


« 


n 


¢¢ under colour of religious worfhip: And it | 


‘ 


na 


was farther ordered by his Majefty, that this 
fignification of his royal pleafure be aflixed 
on the faid building, to the end: that the 
owners and occupiers of the fame may ¢ake 
notice thereof, to prevent and hinder faid 
** meetings at their peril. 
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Cruelabufet The execution of this, order, which was 


of foldicrs, 


grounded upon no legal procefs or judicial trial, 
was not committed to the civil power, but the 
whole of the defpotick treatment of this aflem- 
bly was put into the hands of the military, who 
behaved themfelves with fuch favage barbarity, 
as if they had been let loofe to execute martial 
law upon them. The troopers came twice to 
the meeting there, after the aflixing up of the 
order to difperfe the aflembly : A ferjeant pluck- 
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¢d them out of the meeting-houfe, and whencH a r, 
forced out, the troopers rode amongft them to XxXIVv. 
difperfe them, and wounded feveral of them. “WY 
The third time, on the 2oth of Auguft fo call. 167° 
ed, being the feventh day of the week, a party 
of foldiers with carpenters and others came and 
pulled) down the meeting-houfe, carried away 
the boards, windows, benches and forms, and 
fold them. On the next day the triends came as 
ufual, and met upon the rubbifh of the demo, 
lifhed houfe, but the foldiers came and dragged 
them into the ftreet: On the 28th a captain or- 
dered his foldiers to knock their brains out ; 
they pulled and haled them from the place, and 
having kept them until near funfet, carried 
them to the marfhalfea prifon, and lodged them 
there without any warrant from a civil magi- 
ftrate, 

This dragooning of this meeting was continu, 
ed weekly tor the greateft part of three months, 
with encreafing aggravation; the foot foldierg ¢ 
beat and abufed both men and women in an 
outrageous manner with their mufquets and 
pikes until they broke feveral of them; a fer- 
jeant with his halbert laid about him like a 
madman, ftriking and wounding feveral. After 
the foot had perpetrated their abufe, a party of 
horfe came on furioufly and endeavoured to ride 
over them ; but the horfes, lefs favage than their 
riders, being unwilling to go forwar ds they turn- 
ed them about, and by curbing and reining 
them endeavoured to force them backward, and 
in that manner do the people what muifchiet 
hey « could. | 
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CHAP: Finding this people, though thus grievoufly 
*XIV. abufed, not yet deterred from keeping up their 
Sv~ religious aflemblies, being fupported through alt 


1670. 


by the confcioufnefs of the fincerity of their 


hearts towards God, and placing their confis | ‘e 


dence in his divine protection, for the fake of 
performing their duty to whom, they were ex- 
poled to this unmerciful treatment, thefe mili- 
tary executors of illegal punifhment changed | 
their method of attack; one of them having 
provided himfelf with a fhovel, threw the dirt 
out of the channels upon men and women pro- 
mifcuoufly, in a fhameful manner ; after 
advanced horfe and foot in a furious onfet upon 
an harmlefs unrefilting body of people, and dealt 
about their blows with remarkable outrage, 
where they knew they would meet :with no re- 
pulfe, ftriking and knocking down all before 
them without regard to age or fex, to the fhed- 
ding of the blood of many. And when fome 
of the inhabitants, in compaffion took them ifto 
their houfes to fave their lives, the foldiers for: 
ced open the doors, haled theni out into the 
{treets, and plucked off their hats, to ftrike on: 
their bare heads, whereby many went away with 
heads grievoufly broken; they tore both men 
and women’s clothes off their backs, dragged 
women through the mire by the horfes fides ; 
ufed modeft and religious women with brutifh’ 
indecency of aétion and expreflion. One wo. 
man with child was {truck on the belly and breaft, 
in confequence whereof fhe mifcarried, and her 
life was in great danger. A man friend was 
dragged, after being feverely beaten, into the 
ruins of the mecting-houfe by one of thofe 
erucl men, who demanded his money, and en- 
deavoured 
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deavoured to rifle his pockets, threatening withc HA P. 
execrations he would ftab and piftol him if he Bt Ue 
would not deliver it. 

At one of thete affaults above twenty perfons 
were wounded and forely bruifed; at the fuc- 
ceeding one upwards of thirty ; and at this laft 
the number of wounded and bruifed exceeded 
fifty.. At length thefe military violations of the 
peace of the city roufed the civil officers to in- The civil 
terpofe their authority ; but it was too weak to ee. 
protect this unarmed body again{ft the number Hrefent_ 
of armed men let loofe upon them: ‘The fener acta 4) 
ceeding firft day, the 16th of October, being pay: 
again met, and kept out of their meeting-place, , = 
there came again a party of horfe and foot pre- 
pared to fall upon them ; but a party of conita- 
bles being there before them to preferve the 
peace, kept thern at bay for a fhort time, it be- - 
ing conceived, it is like, a more ferious affair 
to trample upon the legal authority of the civil 
power than upon the immunities and perfons of 
private people; but their thirft of mifchief foon = 
got the better of any flight fcruples they might 
entertain on this account; they quickly broke over 
the barriers of civil reftraint, and fell upon the 
poor defencelefs people with their accuflomed 
rage-and inhumanity : Many of them had their 
blood fpilled plentifully about their ears and 
faces, and one of the conftables interpofing in 
endeavours to prevent the fhedding of blood, 
and to keep the peace, was a fharer with them in 
this indifcriminate abufe, receiving a broken 
head for his pains. Being reprchended for their 
cruelty, fome of them anfwered, /f- you knew 
what orders we have, you would fay we dealt 
mercifully with you ; others being afked, how can 

you 
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cH A p.you deal thus with a people that have love and 
XXIV. good will to all men, and make no refiftance ot 
—Y™~ oppofition? returned for antwer, We had rather, 
1670. and it would be better for us, if they did refit 
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and oppofe. This was looked upon by the fufs 
ferers, as if they fought occafion to embrue their 
hands more deeply in blood, and take the lives 
and eftates of hone{t people for their prey. 

The fabftance of this narrative of the grofs 
proceedings of the foldiers towards this people 
was prefented to the king and council, which 
produced the ceflation of thefe cruelties for a 
feafon, though they were not altogether difcons 
tinued. | 

Hitherto while the perfecuting meafures a- 
gain{t the diffenters in general, and the people 
called Quakers in particular, had been oftenfibly 
cartied on by the parliament and the inferior 
magiltrates, the king appeared inclined to lenity, 
and ufed repeated endeavours to procure a re+ | 
laxation of the fevere laws enacted againft them, . 4 
to which it is pretended the liberality of the 
commons in fupplying aids to his ®xtravagance, 
purchafed his aflent againft his judgment, his 
inclination and his honour. But this laft fevere 
blow appears plainly to have been inflicted di- 
reétly from the court, and by direction or affent 
of the king himfelf, upon pretences fo ground- 
lefs and frivolous as fhew an occafion was 
fought and not given. But what fhould incite 
him, contrary to his ufual lenity and eafinels of 
temper, to authorize actions of fuch glaring in- 
juftice and fevere inhumanity againft an harmlels 
body of his own fubjects, who had never com- 
bined againlt, or molefted his government in 
the leaft, we may now be at a lofs to deter- 
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mine. It was juft about this time that throughc # a P. 


the advice and fuggeftions of evil counfellors, 
and roufed by the more active fpirit of his bro- 


ther, he is reported to have entered into a de-~ 


fign to change the meafures of his government ; 
to free himielf from his dependance upon par- 
liaments, and the fetters of their reftraint 5 
and with :the affiftance of thofe minifters, advi- 


fers and abettors of his defign, who are well 


known in Englifh hiftory by the denomination of 
the Cabal, to make himfelf abfolute, and re- 
‘nftate the Roman Catholic religion in thefe 
kingdoms. Now, how far it might be judged con- 
ducive to fuch defigns, to turn the army loofe 
upon a defencelefs and unrefifting part of the 
people, in order to inure them to acts of rapine 
and holtilicy againft their fellow-citizens: or, fe- 
condly, to aggravate the fufferings of the fubjeCted 
party, to fharpen their defire of eafe by any 
means, or from any quarter, in order, by relaxing 
the perfecution folely by the prerogative, to gain 
the diffenters to the court interelt, and at the 
fame time open a door for the gradual introducing 
of popery, under the plaufible pretext of a general 
indulgence to liberty of confcience :. Whichever of 
thefe defigns (or whether both together) was 
the moving caufe to thele arbitrary orders and 
unwarrantable proceedings, they were the eftects 
of a barbarous and unjuit policy, wherein the 
bounds of all laws, human and divine, were wai- 
tonly tranfgrefled, and religion, morality and 
humanity forced to give way to the finiiler views 
and deceitful meafures of a vicious court, who 
feemed at this time to have thrown off all the 
re{traints of honour, conicience, aud regard to 
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cuaAp. Yet Iam apprehenfive the agents in thefe ex- 


XXIV. . : i 
Y- travagant abufes might, through party refent.. § 
1670, ments or evil inftigation, carry thefe oppreflive 


and injurious meafures much further than the (fF 
king’s intention, for when a narrative of thefe, ont 
violences of the foldiers was prefented to him, 4° 
{top was put thereto for the prefent. 
proceedings ‘there was another meeting-houfe belonging 
atRatcif to this fociety at Ratcliff, (alfo at an extremity 
of the city) which foon after was fubjected to 
the like violence with that of Horfly-down, 
and by Sir John Robinfon, lieutenant of the 
tower, without any legal procefs or lawful, 
caufe, ordered to be demolifhed. On the 2d of, 
September, he came thither attended by one 
Captain Taylor, and a party of foldiers belong- 
ing to the king’s regiment, and cautfed the faid 
meeting-houfe to be pulled down. ' That day, 
and the night following twelve cartloads of 
doors, windows and floors, with other materials, ’ 
were carried away. Some of the materials were 
fold on the fpot for money and ftrong drink. 
Thus were an inoffenfive and peaceable clafs of | 
fubjedts, not only expoted to grievous fufferings 
under fevere laws, but to exorbitarit fpoil and 
depredation without, or even contrary fo law, 
by officers under the government, whofe duty it 
was to protect the fubjects in pofleflion of their 
rights and property, to execuic juftice, and ex- 
ercife legal rule, all of which we fee in thefe in- 
{tances grofsly violated by them. 

When their meeting-houfe was pulled down, 
friends of Ratcliff met on the ruins, or as near 
them as they would be permitted, being gene- 
rally kept off by conftables or other officers, 
who moftly either took fome of them prifoners 5 

or 
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or by information procured them to be finedC HAP. 
and diftrained on the conventicle-act. XXIV. 
Robinfon intended to have proceeded next to -~v—~” 
pull down the meeting-houfe at Wheeler-ftreet ; 167% 
--sbut Gilbert Latey, intwhom the title was velted, 
“and who was then in the Weft of England, upon 
intelligence thereof returned to London, order-— 
ed a‘poor friend to be put into the meeting- 
houfe ; made a leafe to him, and foon after wait- 
ed on the governor of the tower, Sir John Ro- 
binfon, who looking fternly upon him, afked him, 
“ if he owned the meeting-houfe in Wheeler- 
“ {treet ?”? to which Gilbert replied, “* he did, 
“ and faveral more too.” 
Robinfon. And how dare you own any meet- 
ing-houfe contrary to the king’s laws ¢ 
G. Latey an{wered, he owned that meeting- 
houfe before the king had any fuch law. 
Robinfon. \ find you are a pretty fellow; pray 
who lives in that houfe ? 
G. Latey. My tenant. 
Robinfon. Your tenant! pray what is your te- 
nant? : 
G. Latey. One that Tt have thought fit to grant 
a leate to. 
Robinfon. ‘Then you have a tenant, that has 
taken a leafe from you? 
G. Latey. Yes. 
Upon this the governor looked difplealed, 
and addrefling a friend who accompanied him by 
name, faid, 1 think you have now fitted me, and 
brought a fellow to the purpofe; had your fricnds 
been as wife as this fellow you might have had 
your other meeting-houfles, and fo ditmnifled 
them. 


Vou. Ii. , After 


£2 | “TAAZKUD daases FITORG, ~ 


‘4 4 Shen odo may Bane pera Wid 
. a2 ey tus 1 sane ac haw | 


Lom! OF Seed behas overlong lobasiai aclaidod ’ 
or sjenci-ataad OP te osiof-wtritessm seis awoh Ii 
cotter gw able sd avosiwt al pea rodlid 
peng, Ba Yo 2.Y7 ont gi nsdeasw oilw be 
hse weed o: bomuss testi srgiflstnl 
“yt sli oth wry od of bosid woq's te 
- Sits neal. ba .nsid-os chest « shere ? slaod 
“od mviol 1z sta! gilt to tasisvoR st no hs — : 
bala wid nuqu yigtsib-gaitool ody .nobaid 
“Ly ai sivod-gnitosc: sd) henwo sd ti» 
chiteott ?* wilges rodlidh daideieg ‘Szs0af} © 
“cut stom Lerval bag 4 
oun yas wo Vox stab wod bak, © walwideh 
J ewal e"ynia ef) or eter shuod 
aie halt tawa ssf phoraw los yto ~) 
wal aul yap hed guid alt erotod Sued 
~ yr. ¢ walls? yuan & sie vere boi f we\wilohl 
. i slved ted? at evil oxi 
taxast YM syed 2) 
“31 Woy el tecdy yetq JonpauiweY ahah a 


: ~ yen 
MTA OT UT Niguarh oved 1 seily Sal) ‘Hak 
Ot shoal g 
ual tod) eto) “2 oved wey esd ado 
THoy Hott Sue! g matey 


cy dae yok «= 
eboinglyhib : be dged Yorwsyoy pidy sits aoqut 
4 adh Lueqerage adv test 4 goothbe bag 
bie oc wom oved wes dalde { id) mea ~ 
tibet soy bad yloquug 20) orwolte) © lgaord 
beh syed alqion Woe wotlol silt an shiw ag ASOD a 
Ldbventity ob tong: ehslurott gnitaom-« edhe ee | 


wth = Moy. J 


354 Hel Geb’ OUR) ¥ fork et 


cHAP. After this, friends taking the fame care, have 
XXIV. generally preferved their mecting-houfes. ; 
<—vw™ = William Penn, during the fhort interval of li- 

1670 erty and leifure he enjoyed this winter, pub- 
lifhed a book, he entitled, “* A feafonable Caveat, .+ , 
“¢ again{t Popery,”? wherein he both expofes and 
confutes many erroneous doctrines of the church 
of Rome, and eftablifheth the oppofite truths by. 
found arguments: a work alone fufficient on one 
hand to wipe off the calumny caft upon him of 
being a favourer.of the Romifh religion ; and 
on the other to manifeft that his principle for li- 
berty of confcience was univerfal, as he wifhed 
it to be extended even to the papifts, under the 
fecurity of their not perfecuting others. 

But he was not fuflered to enjoy his liberty 
long, Sir John Robinfon, lieutenant of the tow- 
er, who early diftinguifhed his difpofition to per- 
fecute (having fucceeded Brown in the oflice of 
lord mayor of the city, and endeavoured to rival 
this intemperate magiftrate in all his boilterous 
and rigorous conduct) had all along fhewn an 
equal averfion to diflenters, and Quakers parti- 
cularly ; was one of the bench of juftices on the 
trial of Penn, Mead and the reft at the Old- 
Bailey, an active promoter of all the arbitrary 
proceedings of that court, and the mover for a 
reward to the recorder for trampling upon the 
rights of the fubjeét. ‘Vhis man, actuated by 
perfonal- pique againil William Penn, had been 
fome time watching the meetings to take him, 
and at Jaft, on the sth of the rath month (Iebru- 
ary) having information of his being to be at 
Wheeler-flreet, fent a ferjeant and foldiers, who 
planted themfelves at the door, and waited there 


until he ftood up and preached; and then the 
ferjeant 


ant vo YRO TRIO pe 
Dees 'orc9 vid ant ynisted sbowith sult wh A HO. 
aa ssimot-gabsone tially border ghee «VR = 
it lolevisint youll ah yaiwh sinol cody eet 
duq peasiw ebb hsyotae al etoUel bee qirad ere 
move’? oldsnctiol A elias of dood e hadi 
hac stogze Med St nineate “yyroqoed jini =e 
ilnuils odd Yo eonitibob snosaorm vari sslultius 
wd ala silogyn ptt divdtiidalia bee mon Wa», 
sno ho Inylitl ouoly Atows « dosages buool 
Yo nll anqea tes. yriiles off) Wo sqhweér bugil) » 
bas ;netgiiey Winod Sit to 190M: a pati 
«ii rot sly) athe 2 sot Petingsr 0) sedso ode no 
horliw od ae letrovi siw 29K) Ades loyined 
on) tobe ,zfliqnq oi ot move bohavixs od oF ng ;\= 
acethe gniiemitied tot tioth teeta 
qisdil aid yolns © beste) sod ew od Joo 
-wot si Ie Yacasluoll AGluidoA adol ua yyaol 
<q oy suiloglib cil Leiingaifih yes omdw 19 
to soille ods ai nvwrtfi bobo wou) gnivedy oma 
lavit of bstunvinbite baw puis ot to ryen bal 
wormadiod sid Ik oi syexftigse sreveqgeteial el 
ce awedl yools is bar (Subaes evotoyet bak 
etitey 219din@ bis Mwuslil os aoMrove Isapy- “b<  * 
siligo exit] Yo Waited ott to sno caw pyhrelay 
bi ad: se flor oht bax bestA gored To ten ; 
qmeuidus odi Ik io voor seid oe yolieth Ps 
& Ol tavom 3 bar .ttaeo toch Ya equibsesorg atk wee 
wh noyw gailqued vek gabrepat silt op biewns, .. it 
(4 batenGa cont Ht Pepa oly te adphe | 7 a 
nod sbedt wed aqallliW nies sopiey legal 7 
nid aan at qyeetyyor od) eonlonew mis omol ae 
Tt) fines date ott to de odd oo Mabe bas) 
wz od of ynlodoetd ty colkarotul goived aL 
odw eile bu teespst @ taal stout! 
stedi blew bes ,tuely gilt g8 eoviviaverls hourly 
sil) rod) Law ; bolaeory Lae qu bool od litau 
lito ' Pr ad Fa 


i 


1, e8 


_é 3 


PEOPLE cattep QUAKERS. 355 


ferjeant pulled him down and led him into thec IA P, 
ftreet, where a conftable and his affifttants ftand- *XIV. 
ing ready to join, they carried him away to the “~~~ 
‘Tower by order from the lieutenant ; a guard aces 
was there clapt upon him, and a meflenger Giles intaees 
patched to the lieutenant then at Wihitelal tO soe 
inform him of the fuccefs. After keeping him NWhediec 
upon guard near three hours, he came home, ys 
and fent for William Penn from the guard,. by 

an officer with a file of mufqueteers.* There were 

feveral other magiftrates of the fame caft prefent, 
namely, Sir Samuel Starling, Sir John Sheldon, 
Lieutenant Colonel Rycraft and others. Orders 

being given that no perfon unconcerned in the . 
bufinelg fhould be admitted up, they proceeded 

to the examination, of which we find the follow- 

ing account. 

‘Although Robinfon had the mittimus already Bis cam: 
made, and his name put in, he pretended not to pla 
know him, but applying himfelf to the con{table, 
afked, what is this perfon’s name? 

Conftable. Mr. Penn, Sir. 

. Robinfon. Is your name Penn? 

iW. Penn. Doft thou not know me? Haft thou 
forgot me * ? , 

¥. Robinfon. 1 do not know you, I do not de- 
fire to know fuch as youare. Is that your name, 

Sir? 

W. Penn. Yes, my name is Penn, I am not 

afhamed of my name. Next he proceeded io 


* Beffe. 

* He might well afk this queftion, fince it was but a few 
months fince his remarkable trial at the Old Bailey, when he 
gave them jutt occafion to remember him; and it is proba- 
ble the remembrance flirred up this freth perfecucion of 
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examine the conftables and others who gave evi- 
dence, that they found him at a meeting at 
Wheeler-ftreet, fpeaking to the people. . 

Upon which Robinfon faid, Mr. Penn, you 
know the law better than I can tell you, and 


you know thefe things are contrary to the 


law. 

W. Penn. If thou believeft me to be better 
verfed in the law than thyfelf, 1 know no law I 
have tranfgrefled. Now, whereas I am probably 
to be tried by the laft act again{t conventicles, ] 
conceive it doth not reach me. 

¥. Robinfon. No, Sir, | fhall not proceed upon 
that law. | 

W. Penn. What law then? I am fure that was 
intended for the ftandard on thefe occafions. 

F. Robinfon. The Oxford att of fix months. 

W. Penn. Yhat of all acts cannot concern 
me; for I was never in orders, neither epilco- 
pally nor claflically, and one of them is intended 
by the preamble of the act. 

¥. Robinfon. No, no, any that fpeak to an 
unlawful aflembly; and you {poke to an unlawful 
affembly. 

W. Penn. An unlawful affembly is too general 
a word, the aét doth not define what is meant 
by an unlawful aflembly. 

¥. Robinfon. But other aéts do. 

iV. Penn. Vhatis not to the purpofe. It is hard 
that you will not ftick to fome one act, but to 
accomplifh your ends borrow a piece out of one 
aét to fupply the defeéts of unother, and of a 


different nature from it. 


¥. Robinfon next proceeded to require him to 


take the oath preferibed by the act; and upon his 


relufing, faid, Lam forry you fhould put me 
upon 
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upon this feverity, it is no pleafant work toc HA P. 
me. } x XIV. 
To this William. Penn replied, not without -~—~ 
reafon, thefe are but words, it is manifeft this 167° 
is a prepenfe malice ; thou haft feveral times fet 
the meetings for me, and this day  particu- 
larly. 
FY. Robinfon. No, I profefs, I could not tell 
ou would be there. , 
W. Penn. ‘Thy own ; corporal told me that 
you had intelligence at the tower, that I 
would be at Whceeler-ftreet: It is difingenuous 
and partial: [ never gave thee occafion for 
fuch unkindnefs. 
¥. Robinfon. 1 vow, Mr. Penn, I am: forry 
for you; you are an ingenious gentleman 
‘all the world allows, and you have a plen- 
tiful eftate; why fhould you render yourfelt 
unhappy by affociating with fuch a. fimple 
eople. 
W. Penn. \ confefs I have made it my choice 
to relinquifh the company of thofe that are in- 
genioufly wicked, to converle with fuch as are 
more honeflly fimple. 
7. Robert/on. Well, Mr. Penn, I have no’ 
ill will towards you; your father was my 
friend, and | have a great deal of kindnefs for 
ou. 
W, .Penn. But thou’ haft an ill way of eX- committed 
prefling it. Which was really the cale, for not- te Ci si 
with{tanding this profeihon of kindnefs, after months on 
fome further dilcourie he committed him, as was oe Oxford 
before determined, to Newgate for fix months,’ 
upon an aét which had no relation to him, 


but fixed on as inflicting the fevereit punifhment; 
the 
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c HA p-the remembrance of the trial at the Old Bailey,’ 
XXIV. and the publication of their arbitrary exertion 
“~— of power again{ft law, operating more power- 
1670. fully on his paflions to avenge himfelf of him, 
than the remembrance of his father’s friendfhip 
to requite it with acts of kindnefs to. the fon, 
Upon Robinfon’s fignifying he muft fend him to 
' Newgate for fix months, and when they are expir- 
ed that then he might come out, William Penn, 
like aman and a chriftian, replied, ‘ Is that all? 
<¢ thou well knowe(t a larger imprifonment hath 
“¢ not daunted me: Taccept it at the hand of 
“¢ the Lord, and am contented to fuffer his will. 
«¢ Thy religion perfecutes and mine forgives: I 
“* defire God to forgive you all that are con- 
“* cerned in my commitment, and I leave you 
‘© all in perfect charity, wifhing your everlafting 

St falvation.”* é 
1673. Being thus committed to prifon, he employed 
the time of his confinement in writing. ‘¢ The 
“« preat caufe of liberty of confcience briefly de- 
«* bated and defended,” with feveral other occae 
fional pieces, were the production of his pen at 

this time. 

After fome time the heat of this perfecution 
abated in the city; but in fome other parts it 
was carried on with unrelaxed violence, which 
occafioned George Fox to leave the city to vilit 
his perfecuted friends in the country, to fympa- 
thize with and comfort them in their grievous 
fufferings, and encourage them to fleadfaftnefs in 
their religious duties, relying on divine protec- 
tion under all the afflictions permitted to befal 
them, for the trial of their faith and patience ; 
¢eminding them, that their fevere trials were but 
on for 
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‘ for an affigned time ; the period whereof wasSc H A P, 
determined in the divine counfel ; that the truth XXIV. 
is without limitation of time; and advifing them ind 
to live in that which doth not think the time 167! 
Jong. ; 

In this journey he fell ill of a diftemper which George Fox 
deprived him of his fight and hearing ; and to a, Boe 
feyeral that came to vilit him feemed to threaten 
his diffolution ; but after fome time he recovered | 
gradually ; and although perfecution was fo hot 
in divers places, and in fome places there was 
much threatening, and fome attempts to break 
up the meetings, yet he efcaped unmolefted, 
and having finilhed his fervice returned to Lon- 
don, and although fill weak in’ body he was di- 
ligently exercifed in his minifterial labours 
amongft his friends. ; 

Having foon after his marriage received infor- Exerts him- 

2 SS ea oe Dees “t ie felf to pro- 

mation of his wife’s being imprifoned (as before- cure hit 
noticed) he ‘thereupon incited her daughters, wiles ee 
who were in London, to apply to the king, who fees 
were fo fuccefstul, as to procure his order to the 
fheriff of Lancafhire for her dilcharge, which 
he hoped would be obeyed, But upon this frefh 
{torm of perfecution breaking out, her enemies, 
he underftood, had found means to detain her 
till in prifon ; Wherefore he now renewed his 
endeavours for her releafe, and by the afliftance 
of others, obtained from the king a dilcharge 
under the great feal, to clear both herfelf and 
her eftate, after fhe had been ten years a prifo- 
ner, under an unjuft fentence of premunire. 
This mandate he fent down inmmediately, whereby 
her liberty was obtained, 


And 
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And now the heat of the perfecution begin-” » 


ning to cool, he felt a draught of duty inclining | 


him to pay a religious vifit to his friends in Ame-) - 


rica ; and apprizing his wife by letter of his in-: 
tention, defired her to come up to London,! 
which fhe did accordingly: And having taken 
leave of her he fet fail the latter part of the f{ummer 


‘for America, in company with feveral. other:: 


friends, and after a paflage of fomething more’ 
than feven weeks landed at Barbadoes. 
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Le Ow OPPs IV. 


From the Declaration of Indulgence to the 
Death of King Charles II. 


Cur eA To le 


The King publifhes his Declaration of Indulgence to 
Diffenters.—Heads thereof.—Meafures adopted 
by the People called Quakers to procure the re- 
leafe of their Friends.—Thomas Hicks calumni- 
ates the Quakers, fo called.—Anfwered by Wil- 
liam Penn.—Partial Proceedings of the Bapti/ts. 
—Public Affairs.—Declaration of Indulgence re- 
voked.—Change in the Difpofition of the Parla- 
ment. 


‘Tue people called Quakers enjoyed little cafe CHAP. 
to their perfons or fecurity of their property , 
from their farft appearance to this time ; and par- ‘es 
ticularly during the twelve years of this reign, 

we 
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gence to 
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HISTORY or rue 


we have feen perfecution fucceeding perfecution, 
and one penal law added to another, whereby 
they were expofed to imprifonment, premunire, 
exile and woful depredation ; but now the Dutch 
war being refolved upon and ready to break 
out, the Kiang, by the advice of his counfellors, 
{eizes the opportunity, under colour of promoting 
dgmeftic peace, while engaged in a foreign war, 
by virtue of his prerogative, as fupreme in eccle- 
fiaftical affairs, to iffue his proclamation for fuf- 
pending the execution of the penal laws againft 
noncontormiits, in fubftance as follows : 

1. ‘The King publifhes it, ia virtue of his fu- 
preme power in ecclefiaftical matters, which is a 
right inherent in his perfon, and acknowledged 
by feveral acts of parliament, : 

a. Ue declares his exprefs refolution to be;: 
that the church of England be preferved and re- 
main entire in her doctrine, difcipline and go- 
vernment, as now it ftands eftablifhed by law. 

3. ‘Lhat no perfon fhall be capable of holding 
any fort of ecclefiaftical benefice, or preferment 
of any kind, who is not entirely conformable. 

4. ‘That the execution of all penal laws in 
matters ecclefiaftical againft whatfoever clafs of 
nonconformifts or recufants, be immediately fuf- 
pended. 

5. He declares that he will from time to time al- 
Jow fuch a fufficient number of places, as fhall be 
defired in all parts of his kingdom, for fuch as did 
not conform to the church of England, to meet 
and aflemble in, in order to their public worfhip 
and’ devotion. | 

6. That none of his fubjects do prefume to 

rxeet in any place, until fuch place be allowed, 
and the teacher of that congregation be approved 

by him. 
7. ‘That 
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7. That this indulgence, as to the allawancec na Pp, 
of public places of worfhip and approbation of 1, 
teachers, fhall extend to all forts of nonconfor- —\~ 
mifts and recufants, except the recufants of the 1672. 
Roman Catholic religion, to whom he will na 
ways allow public places of worfhip; but only . 
indulge. them their {hare in the common exemp- 
tion from penal Jaws, and the exercite of their 
worfhip in private houfes only. 

This declaration of indulgence, apparently hu- 
mane and laudable in itfelf, is ftripped of all its 
merit by the unanimous fuffrage of all our hifto- 
rians, from the confideration of the motives | 
thereto, which they confider as an open affertion 
of arbitrary power, in difannulling the laws of 
the whole legiflature, by the exertion of an ille- 
gal prerogative aflumed by one branch; *and not 
fo much defigned in favour of the diflenters, to 
whom he bore no hearty good will, as of the 
papifts, to whofe religion he was fuppofed to be 
privately reconciled. It is alledged,* ‘* the dif- 
“: fenters did not approve of this difpenfing pow- 
“ er, nor were forward to accept their liberty 
“ this way, being fenfible the indulgence was 
<¢ not granted out of love to them, nor would 
«© continue any longer than it would ferye the 
“ intereft of popery. Many pamphlets were 
« written for and againft the Diflenters accept- 
“ ing it, becaufe it was gralted on the difpenjing 
<< power. Some maintained they fhould accept 
‘of nothing but a comprebenfion. Others en- 
<¢ deavoured to prove that it was the duty of 
“‘ the Prefbyterians to make ule of the liberty 
‘* granted them by the King, becaufe it was 
«¢ their natural right, which no legiflative power 

“upon 
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Meafures 
adopted by 
the Qua- 
kers to pro- 
cure the 
releafe of 
thofe in 
prifon. 


Hil'S OF RAY: Hore wue 


*¢ upon earth had a right to deprive them of as 


** long as they remained dutiful fubjeéts.” They 


latter reafon feerned to prevail, and moft of 
their minifters took out licenfes, as preferibed in: 
the declaration. i 

After a view of the grievances which had fo: 
Jong afflicted the people called Quakers, who af- 


fected not the reputation of politicians, nor, 


ranked with any political party, and only with. 
ed to lead a quict and peaceable life, in all god- 
linefs and honelly; it is not to be wondered at, 
if they readily accepted the eafe and Lisp 
granted by the King’s declaration, to which as. 
peaceable fubjects they had an undoubted right.” 
But for this temporary exemption from per- 
fecution they were principally thankful to that 
providential hand, which over-rules the king- 
doms of this world; fuperintends and diredls, 
the actions of men, to bring about his own wile 
and good purpofes. 

> And inthis tranfaction we have a rain ine 
{tance of the affectionate’ fympathy and tender 
brotherly concern, which the members of this 


fociety at this period entertained for each other.’ : 


Thofe who were at liberty, and fet free from 
the oppreflion of the penal laws, could not help 
feeling for their brethren under reftraint, many 
of whom had been kept immured in uncomfort- 
able prifons for feveral years. And as the pre- 
fent dilpofition of government in favour of non- 
conformilts prefented an inviting opportunity to’ 
interceed in their behalf, fome of the principal 
members in London, viz. George Whitehead, 
‘Thomas Moor and Vhomas Green, attended fe 
King and council to folicit the difcharge of their 

=n 


6 George Whitchead’s journal, 
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fuffering friends in prifon, and were fo fuc-cH ap. 
cefsful as to obtain the King’s letters patent 1. 
under the great feal, containing a pardon “~V~ 
and difcharge for all fuch to whom he might le. 167? 
gally grant the fame, whereby all that were con- 

vidted for tranfportation, upon premunire, or in 

prifon for fines, confilcations, or fees, were dif- 
charged and reftored to their families and their 
employments, from which many of them had 

been cruelly and unjuftly feparated for fix or 

feven years or upwards. 

When the warrant to the Attorney-general to 
make out the letters patent was obtained, the 
friends concerned in the folicitation thereof 
found themfelves in a difficult dilemma in re- 
fpect to the fees to be paid in the fundry offices 
they were to pafs through, underftanding they 
would amount to a very great fum by reafon 
of the great number (upwards of 400) to be in- 
cluded in them. ‘The Lord Keeper, Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman, generoutly and voluntarily remitting 
his fees, they thought themfelves under a necef- 
fity to make further application to the King to 
moderate the reft, who accordingly iffued his 
order, ‘* ‘Phat the pardon, though comprehend- 

“« ing a great number of perfons, do yet pals as 
“ one pardon, and pay but as one.” 

Their fuccefs in this application furnifhed 
thefe friends with an opportunity of giving a 
remarkable fpecimen of the univerfality of their 
charity, and difpofition to perform good offices 
‘to all, as far as in their power: ‘There were 
fome other diffenters befides Quakers confined 
in prifon, and their folicitors obferving the fuc- 
cefs of this application, applied to Geo. White- 
head for his advice and afliftance to get their 

imprifoned 
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c HA P.imprifoned friends difcharged with his, by proa 


. 


1672. 


ii 


curing their names to be inferted in the fame 
inftrument; he advifed them to apply to the | 
King for his warrant for tl-at purpofe, which 
was accordingly obtained, and thefe were by the 
fame inftrument reftored to liberty. George» 
Whitehead adds, ‘* this I was glad of, that they . 
“¢ partook of the benefit through our indultry. 
<¢ And indeed I was never backward to give any. 
<< of them my advice for their help, when any of . 
<¢ them in ftraits have applied for it; our being of 
<< different judgments and focieties did not abate . 
my fympathy or charity, even towards them, 
who in fome cafes had been our oppofers.” » > 
The King’s pardon being thus procured, thofe ©. 
Quakers, who were fhut up in the different pri- 
fons in London, were almoft immediately fet at 
liberty: But how to extend the benefit there- 
of to thofe imprifoned in the country, and 
particularly the remoter counties, occafioned 
the friends concerned confiderable thought and 
trouble; for the patent containing no lefs than 
eleven fkins of vellum, was too long to take 
many copies, and too cumberlome to be eafily 
carried far; yet being heartily engaged for the 
{peedy releafe of all their friends, who had been 
long confined, their care and induftry furmount. 
ed all difficulties, and procured the liberation of 
their friends in a general way, even to the re- 
moteft part of the kingdom. 
©The people called Quakers being by thefe 
means freed from the feverities of perfecution, 
and left to the enjoyment of the liberty of their 
confciences without moleftation from the go- 
vernment, were not long left to enjoy that eale 
refuluing 
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they were attacked from another quarter. Du- 


ring the heat of perfecution, we have had repeat- 


ed occafion to remark that other diffenters, by 
a temporizing conduct, endeavoured to fecure 


~themfelves from the ftorm. And the Quakers 


only bore their teftimony publickly to that reli- 
tion which they received as truth, and that wor- 
hip they conceived to be molt acceptable to 
God, as being the eflect of confcientious con- 
yiction ; and againft the unreafonablenefs of hu- 
man laws, prefcribing or prohibiting a mode of 
worfhip in violation of the freedom or the per- 
fuafions of tender confciences ; by keeping up 
their meetings duly and fully at the accuftom- 
ed times and places, as long as they were fuf- 
fered to enjoy the ufe of their meeting houfes : 
And when they were kept out of them by force, 
they aflembled in the flreets, as near to the 
meeting houfes as they could. 

While this manly and open teftimony of this 
fociety in their conduét gave great oflence and 
vexation to the perfecutors, as bafiling their 
fcheme of eftablifhing uniformity, and ward- 
ing off the blow from the other ficts of diffent- 
ers, who as moft feared and hated for the feve- 
rities they had fuflered under their hands, were 
principally aimed at; it procured them the ef- 
teem and grateful regard of the more ingenuous 
part of other diffenters, who were fenfible of the 
eafe they enjoyed by the intrepidity and firm- 
nefs of this people, which abated the heat of 
perfecution, and blunted the edge of the fword, 
before it reached them; owning thofe as the 
bulwark that kept off the force of the ftroke 


from them, and praying that they [the Quakers 
might 
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refulting from the King’s declaration, beforecH a Pp. 
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c HAP might be preferved fteadfaft, and enabled ‘to Fe 
I. break the ftrength of the enemy. And fome, | 
“v~ efpecially among the Baptilts, exprefled an high ih 
1672. opinion both of the people and their principles, | 
which fuftained them in undergoing fufferings, ) 
which were a terror to others to think of. 
Thefe favourable fentiments in the hearers ” 
' raifed the jealoufy of fome of their teachers; 
who in the time of perfecuiion had lain by in 
cautious privacy, and taken the advantage of a 
fecure retreat behind them, while the Quakers, | 
fo called, weathered out the ftorm: But under” 
the fun-fhine of the King’s indulgence they 
began to quit their covert, and appear 
openly when they had nothing to fear; and 
either from envy, or the fear of lofing fome of 
their hearers, who had difcovered thele favour. i | 
able fentiments of this body of people, they foon } 

made their publick appearance in an hoftile at. 
tack upon this inoffenfive fociety, in vilifying 
that virtue, which they had not the courage to a 
preinitae. a 
eu eae. One Lhomas Hicks, a preacher among the st 
calumni- Baptifts in London, employed his pen in write 
iene ing feveral pamphlets fuccelfively, under the in- 
vidious title of 4 Dialeue between a Chriftian 
and a Quaker ; which (as ulual in that unfair % 
method of handling polemical fubjects) makes i 
the fititious Quaker fpeak in character, or out || 
of character, as beft anfwered the author’s de- 
fien ; which appears not to have been to invelti- 
gate truth, fo much as to reprefent his Quaker a | 
deformed, ridiculous and erroneous being, and “am 
for that purpofe make him (lays Vhomas Elwood) Tf 
utter * fome things abominably fulfe ; others fo 
* ridiculoufly 


«Thomas Elwood. 
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_#¢ ridiculoufly foolifh, as could not reafonably c H 4 P. 
é© be fuppofed to come into the conceit, much | 

«© Jefs have dropped from the lip or pen of any “~~~ 

« that went under the name of a Quaker.” 1672. 

The unfair dealing and perverfe mifreprefenta- 
tions of this antagonift making a defence necef- paraieka 
fary, this bufinefs was undertaken by William?" 
Penn, in two books, the firft entitled Kea/on 
againft Railing; the other, The counterfeit Chrif- 
tian detected. In which Hicks is not only con- 
yiéted of publifhing many palpable forgeries, 
unfair perverfions, and groundlefs calumnies 
againft the people called Quakers at large, but 
having indulged his invidious difpofition fo far 
-as to vilify fundry particular members by name, 
as William Penn, George Whitehead and others, 
an appeal was made to the fociety of Baptifts in 
and about London for juftice againft Thomas 
Hicks. 

The principal Baptifts, being partifans of Partial 
Hicks, did not difcover that regard to truth prema: 
and juftice which might reafonably be expected Baptitts. 
from a fociety profefling reformed religion, but 
feemed chiefly inclined to fkreen a brother from 
deteétion, more than to do juftice to the injured 
parties for his undeferved defamation: ‘They 
very difingenuoutly appointed a meeting in one 
of their meeting houles, under pretence of hear- 
ing the charges againft Thomas Hicks, and call- 
ing him to account, at a time when thé com- 
plainants William Penn and George Whitehead 
were both abfent from the city in places too re- 
mote to be timely apprized of the intended 
meeting 5 wherefore fome of their friends de- 
fired it might be deferred till they could be 

Vou. UU. Aa - informed 


Thomas Elwood’s life. 
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C HA P. informed thereof, and have time to return: But ¥ 
1. the Baptifts, feemingly of opinion that the meet. | 
“Yv™ ing might be held more to their fatisfaction, and 
16072. more accommodate to their views in the abfence 
than the prefence of the complainants, could not 
be prevailed upon to defer it; but making a. 

fhew. of examining Hicks, and hearing his 
‘defence, acquitted him; like the judge, who’. 
having heard one fide of the queflion, declined » 
hearing the other, for fear of puzzling the 

caule. 

‘Vhis partial decifion furnifhed juft occafion — 
for a new complaint and demand of juftice.: ” 
Por as foon as William Penn returned to Lon. . 
don, he in print exhibited his complaint of their) 
unfair proceedings, and demanded a rchearin 
in a public meeting by joint agreement, ese 
the Baptifts, quite averfe to, with much impor- : | 
tunity, and after many evafions, were hardly «>§ 
prevailed upon at laft to comply with, and even," — 4 
when conftrained thereto, Hicks would not ap- ©; @ 4 
pear, but fent Ives with fome others of the para 
ty, by clamours and rudenefs to divert the com-:.. #4 
plainants from profecuting the charge again .§) 4 
him, and carried their point, fo far as to prevent 
the charge being heard, though frequent at- 
tempts were made to read it. 

The people called Quakers, defpairing of ob- 
taining fatisfaction in this line, ‘Vhomas Elwood, 
on the behalf of his friends, appealed to the 
public in a fingle fheet, in which he reftated 
the controverfy, and reinforced the charge of 
forgery again{t Thomas Hicks and his abettors : 
And one of the Baptifts, Thomas Plant, a teach- 
er, and one of Hicks’s compurgators, publifhing 
an apology for their conduct, under the title of 

A Conte 
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iF A Conte/t for Chriftianity, was alfo anfwered byc HA P, 
Thomas Elwood, in a piece entitled Forgery no's 
Chriftianity, who in conclufion of both thele -~w™ 
productions offered a challenge to make good 1672. 
the charge againft Hicks as principal, and his 
compurgators as acceflaries, before a public and 

free auditory ; but they were too wary to appear 

further cither in perfon or print. ‘= 

Thus ended this controverfy, which was at- 
tended with this confequence, that the aim of 
this unprovoked aflault upon the principles and 
teputation of this fociety was remarkably fruf- 
trated, and thefe dialogues, with their ungene- 
rous and unequitable method of defending them 
and their author, promoted what they were de- 
figned to prevent; for not a few of their mem- 
bers, offended at their proceedings, deferted 
their meetings and fociety, went over to the 
injured party, and joined them in religious fellow- 
fhip. 

About this time, as well as formerly, they 
were much engaged in controverly, being ex- 
pofed to the invidious attacks and calumniating 
mifreprefentations of adverfaries of different de- 
nominations, who readily took up, and publifh- 
ed as truth, every reproach that publick rumour 
or private prejudice loaded them with; which 
obliged them in felf-defence to vindicate them- 
felyes from fuch groundlefs calumnies, to de- 
tect the falfehoods and perverfions of thefe ad- 
verfaries, and they generally cleared themfelves 
and their principles from the abfurdities charged 
upon them ; and yet we have occafion to com- 
plain of thefe refuted mifreprefentations, picked 
out of the works of their bittereft adverla- 
ries, being revived, and delivered to. the world 

fot, % as 
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cH A Pas authentic hiftory by fundry modern writers of — ot ¢ 


An) fome note. n, Ta tea 
ior Vhe meafures of the court, in entering into 
Publ _hoftilities with the Dutch, and the confederacy 
affairs. with the French monarch, were both highly dif- 
gufting, and reprobated by the moft confider- 
able part of the nation, who looked upon them 
‘as a defertion of the intereft of England, and 
of all Europe, and a plain indication of the 
King’s averfion to public liberty, and predilec- 
tion in favour of arbitrary rule. So that fear- 
ing their own privileges were in danger of being 
wrefted from them, they were not backward in 
their difcourfes to exprefs their fears, and nar- 
rowly to canvafs, and criticile upon, the proceed- 
ings of the court, as replete with danger and 


bad defigns. ‘his temper in the people was . i 


reciprocally offenfive to the court, and produced 
a proclamation prohibiting all unlawful and un- 
dutiful converfation, fpreading falfe news, inter- 
meddling in affairs of ftate, or promoting fcan- 
dal again{t the King’s counfellors. 


‘The Exche- Difeontents having more or lefs affeéted all. § | 


ae fut ranks of the people, the confideration thereof, ' 
and the unconttitutional, fraudulent and unjuft 
meafure the king had lately adopted by the advice 

of his treacherovs counfellors, of raifing money 

without parliamentary aids, by fhutting up the 
exchequer to the diftrels and ruin of many of 
the fubjeéts, made him and his minifters, by 
fucceflive prorogations, evade the meeting of the 
parliament, which they dreaded, for near two 

years; and during this recefs of parliament the 
declaration of indulgence continued in force, 

and the Diflenters held their meetings without 


moleftation. 
But 
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— But at length, when the parliament met, thec.H a P. 
King in his fpeech informed them, that in order 
‘to have peace athome while he had war abroad — 
he. had iffued his declaration of indulgence to 
Diffenters, and had found many good ellects to 
refult from this meafure. ‘Vhat he was refolved 
to ftick to his declaration ; and would be much 
offended at any contradiction. Notwithitanding 
which menace, a remon({trance was ‘drawn up 
by the commons againft the faid declaration, in- 
fifting that the penal laws could not be fulpend- 
ed but by act of parliament; that this indu/- 
gence was illegal, as tending to fubvert the con- 
{titution, by rendering the other two branches 
of the legiflature ufelefs, while the acts of the 
three conjointly could be fuperfeded by any pre- 

_rogative claimed by one of them. 

When they prefented this remonftrance to the 
King, he defended his right to iffue the decla- 
ration, by virtue of his acknowledged preroga- 
tive of fupremacy in matters ecclefiattical, which 
he did not claim in matters of property or civil 
rights. But the commons, having in their hands 
a {tronger argument than words, viz. the power 
of granting money, the. want of which only 
obliged the King to convene them, knew where 
their ftrength lay, and uled it accordingly, re- 
folving that the money bill fhould not precede etbae 
the redrefs of grievances, of which they feemed of indu- 
to confider this declaration as the principal. Ree ene 
commons appearing determined, the King gave 
up the conteft, revoking the declaration, and 
breaking the feal with his own hands. 

The conduét of the commons in this caleg iy 
hath procured the general voice of our hiftori- upon ic, 
ans in their favour, and it mult Resaslinaennee 

that 


1673. 
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GHAP. 
I. 


HB. ESOT? OL REY foe! riz 


that they acted confiftently with their duty! ia 
oppofing the infringement of the conflitution, 


wv~ That in the prefent conteft they aed a more 


1673. 


‘ rent inclination to have the Diffenters exempted ” 


Change in 
the difpofi- 
tion of the 
parliament 
owilg to a 
fucceflicn 
of new 
members. 


manly and honourable part than in thefe pre. 
ceding on the like fubje& in 1662, and as late 
as 1668, as proceeding upon founder and more 
univerfal principles. Yet as the King’s appa- 


from penal laws would have merited praife,. if 
it had been fincere, and, attempted in a legal 
way, fo the oppofition of the parliament would 


have been entitled to the claim of greater merit, | 


if it had not originated with many of them in 
an averfion to the principles of the declaration *, 
(impunity to the nonconformitts ) as much ad 
the grounds upon which it:was publifhed; and 


if they had not laid the foundation for this con- ae 
teft in the various penal laws, which, under the |. 


influence of party pique, they had undefervedly 
enacted and revived; and on all occafions mani- 


fefted a determined enmity to all diffenters fron, ** 


the eftablifhed religion ; for if they had aot an 
averfion to the’ principles of the declaration, 
they had now a fair opportunity of legalizing it, 
by converting it into an act of parliament. oF 
Yet this parliament having kept their feats 
from the reftoration, many of the molt intem- 
perate {pirits and mote rigid in’ their enmity to 
the Diflenters had during the length of. ‘time 
iui been 


* It is remarkable that the parliament, even yet, feem to 
confider impunity to Diffenters as the greateit grievance ; 
for although there were far yreater to complain. of, 
particularly the violaticn of public credit, in fhutting up 
the exchequer, to the irveparable injury of numbers, RNS 
the point was carried for refeinding the declaration, we hear 
nothing further of grievances. 
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been remoyed by death, and men of more mo-C H 4 P, 
deration and better temper chofen in their room, — ! 
whereby the houfe of commons had undergone “YY 
a change for the better, and ‘were now roufed, 1673: 
by a detection of the infidious defigns of the 

court, in favour of popery and arbitrary power, 

to make a diftintion between Proteftant Ditien- 

ters and Popith Recufants, and to endeavour to 

give eafe to the former, without including the 

latter. ? It is fuppofed the court had relied upon 
gaining the interelt of the Prefbyterians to fup- 

port their ineafures by the declaration of indul- 

gence; but that perceiving the drift thereot was, 

under fhelter of them, principally to favour the 
Roman Catholicks, to whom they had the 
ftrongeft. averfion, they appeared far from 
fanguine to accept of liberty by the difpenfing 

power. ° Alderman Love, one of the chiet of that 

party, and member of parliament for the city 

of London, was amongft the foremofl to con- 

demn the declaration, fignifying that he had 

rather go without his own defired liberty, than 
receive itin a way fo deftructive to the liberty 

of his country, and the proteltant ntereft, and 

that this was the fenfe of the main body of Dil- 
Fenteres2, Which, it is faid, made an imprefflion 


et SOE AE Sik, ae 


on the commons in their favour, even upon thole 
who for ten years together had been opprefling 
them with one penal law after another: Into- 
much that they now refolved unanimoully that 
a bill be brought in for the relief of Proteftant 
Diffenters. But this conduét of the Prefbyte- 
rians, while it reconciled the parliament, expol- 
ed them to the refentment of the court, me 

rad 


1 ; Yar nlle 
4 George Whitehead’s journal, p. 499. W Neale. Smollet. 
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c HAP.had reckoned upon their hearty fupport in 4 : 


I. 


“~~ were greatly chagrined at their difappointment; > § 


HISTOR Y or: tHe: * °F" 


meafure apparently fo favourable to them, and 


1673. and the parliament having this feffion pafled the 


Teft Act, whereby the Romanifts were difquali- 
fied from holding any office, the court too evi- 
dently manifefted, that their generous attempts, 


‘in favour of nonconformifts, were centered » 
chiefly in procuring indulgences in favour of | 


this clafs. For from this time the court intereft 
was not only withdrawn from yielding protec. 
tion to other diffenters, but turned againft them; 
whereby the endeavours of the commons for 


their eafe was fruftrated, and encouragement -' | 


given to the whole train of informers, and others 


(who were only waiting for the fignal) to put: 


the penal laws in rigorous execution; and al. 
though the Quakers had no concern in any of 


thefe political contelts, yet being fubjects of .*! 
thefe penal laws, and continuing to main-°") 
tain their teftimony publicly, they flill fuffer,— 


ed moft, as moft open to the iron claws of 
perfecution, and ftanding in the way of coming 
at the others, of whom they wanted mofl to get 
Jatisfaction. : 
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Perfecution recommenced.—George Fox imprifoned 
at Worcefter, together with Thomas Lower.— 
~ Brought to trial at the Seffions.—Oaths of Al- 
Jegiance and Supremacy required of George Fox. 
—VFor refufing he is remanded to Prifon.—T ho- 
mas Lower difcharged,—And folicits his Ta- 
ther’s Difcharge in vain.—George Fox removed 
by Habeas Corpus.—By Parker’s Contrivance 
‘xemanded to Worcefer.—Brought again before 
the Seffions.—George Fox’s Vindication.—Clan- 
‘deftinely condemned in a Premunire.—Falls fick 
in Prifon.—The King offers him a Pardon, 
avhich he is not free to accept.—Removed again 
by Habeas Corpus and releafed.—After his 
Release goes down to Swarthmore to refide. 


FOr the indulgence was hardly fooner revoked, 


than the informers, priefts and magiftrates bu-¢ H A P. 
le 


. 


fied themfelves in ftirring up freth perfecution. 
A remarkable unjuft profecution ot George Fox, 

almoft immediately fucceeded, who having re- ei 
turned from his vifit to America, and landed re-com- 
near Briftol about the middle of this fummer, was gi 
met there by his wite, accompanied by her fon-in- eh aa 
law, Thomas Lower, and two of her daughters : prifoned at 
Her fon-in-law, John Rous, William Penn and Warentiel, 
other friends from London alfo met him there, 

and it being the time of the fair, many friends 


came to it from different parts of the nation. 
ae By 
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CH A Pp. By the general refort of traders of all denomi- @ 


Pie 


Nations, the meetings were much crouded at 


\“v™ that time (as they continue to be during the 
1%73- time of the fair) which occafioned his {tay in 


that city fome time; + from whence he went 
through Gloucefterthire and Oxfordfhire to Lon. 
don, and alter ftaying there a while, vifiting: his 
fiends in their meetings, and their children in 
their fchools, he fet forward with his wife and 
Thomas Lower, with intention to accompany 
her on her way home, and to vifit his mother on 
her death bed; but when they came into Wor-. # 
celterfhire, he fignified to his wife his appre. my 


henfion that a prifon would be his lot there, 
which filled her with forrow. And foon after, | i 


having had a meeting at John Halford’s, at 
4irmicot, ‘in the parifh of Tredington, Henry: 


Parker, a juftice of the peace, getting intelli. . % 


gence thereof, by means of a woman friend,*) 


who being employed as nurfe to a child of his, +) 


allied leave to go to the meeting ; having at that 
time in company with hima prieft, named Row- 


Jand Hains, upon hearing of the meeting they) 


plotted together to break it up; but it being tha 
feftival of fprinkling the infant, they could not 
prevail upon themfelves to Jeave the feaft until 
after the meeting was over. Whcea they. came 
they found him and Thomas T.ower in conver, 
fation with fome friends in a parlour, and un- 
der pretence of their having had great meetings, 
which might be prejudicial to the public peace, 
Parker, without any juft caufe or legal infor: 
mation, took, them both prifoners, and fent 
them to Worcefter jail. Being thus by com- 


* George Fox's Journal. 
pulfion 
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pulfion reftrained from their purpofe of con-c HAP. 
duéting George’s wile and daughters on their 1 
way, they were under a necefhity to procure a “~~ 
fiend to accompany them, with wnom they re- 1673: 
turned to her habitation at Swarthmore. 

Being imprifoned very wroncfully, and caufe- 
le(sly interrupted in their journey upon their 
lawful occaiions, they applicd by leticr to the 
lord lieutenant and deputy lieutenants of the 
county for the interpolition of their authority 
for.their releale, laying before them the fiate 
of their cafe, and illegal manner of their un- 
prifonment, net from any meeting, but from an 
houfe where they had bufinefs; that George lox 
-was.an his way io vifit his mother, who was de- 
frous to fee him, not being likely to live long, 
and by his imprifonment was re{trained from’ 
paying this debt. of duty and affection to his 
aged and fick parent. But this application was 
sneffectual, the power being too generally vefted 
in thofe, who were moft deftitute of compaflion 
and tendernefs to any who were guilty of non- 
conformity : Yet Thomas Lower might have ob- 
tained his liberty. by means of his brother’s in- 
terceflion, who was one of the king’s phyfici- 
ans, and had procured a letter from Henry 5a- 
vil, gentleman of the bed-chamber to lord Wind- 
for, for his releafe, if he had been willing to 
accept it fingly ; but bearing too great a re{pect 
to his father-in-law to leave him in prifon alone, 
he fupprefied the letter, and voluntarily conti- 
nued his companion there. 

On the 21ft of the month called. January Brought te ° 

C 7 their trial 
1673, being the laft day of the quarter feflions, at the 
they were brought to the court. At their en- ftone. 
trance, the jutlices, as if convicted in them- 
{elves 
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and fupre- 
macy re- 
quired of 
G, Fox. 
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appeared confufed and pale, and were for fome) | 
time filent, infomuch that a perfon in the hally — | 
afked, What! are they afraid? Dare not thé juf! of 
tices fpeak to them? At length juftice Parker) J) | 
made a long but very weak apology for his con.) 
duct, purporting that he thought it @ milder\, ¥ 
courfe to fend thofe two to jail, than to put. his\\) 

neighbours to 2001. charge, by putting the lawl * § 
againf? conventicles in force ; as if he was under. 
an obligagit to do the one or the other, al. 
though hgycould do neither legally ; for there 
was no conventicle in the houfe when he came,}, 
nor had he any evidence to convict them by.t. 
The chairman, one Simpfon, proceeding to ex! | 
amine them concerning the occafion of their! % 
coming thither ; they gave fo clear an account.of} ¥¥ 
themfelves, and the reafons of their journey, as) 7 
obliged him to own, their account or relation was\. i 

very innocent; which as they had no evidencei”s, 

to contradiét it, nor caufe to doubt the truth{s> 
thereof, was a plain acknowledgement, that they." J 
had been caufelefsly imprifoned, and had a right) 1) % 
to their immediate releafe from their falfe im-!)) fy) 
prifonment.. But as this act of juftice would, Es 
have been a cenfure upon Parker’s irregular ex+) | #4 
ertion of his power, they reforted to the ufual “(94 
fure mode of finding occafion of crimination a-\ (1! 
gainft George Fox trom the tendernefs of his: F a 
confcience, which they could not from the: te-! > j§%4 


5 
; 


nour of his conduét; for Simpfon, after whil-! “5 ) 
pering to Parker, addrefled himfelf to George: © 
Fox after this manner. Mr. Fox, you are a fa- | 
mous man, and all this may be true which you have 
fad ; but that we may be better fatisfed, will you' 
take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy é i 
which 


far co TROT2ZI ws 


einer siotreyny bere Dic vids to movie wD 
Pe, remot i8t ars bee yvlag ivid baleen botaaqys als 
oa lad od) ni ocho niet deta poll ste, 
OS) dui ot vor: owed Sbiievth (orks ope fred hadi, 815 9 
Pied soiituy duet 2A Yaad ov desdt a8 
atu sit vot ywoloqe doom qtov tad yaob + shear al 
yjratliwe s 1 Weel) w set yriitoqwg Bebe 
Pine Wed ek weds Miwa ot worl fied Sev ot ataton 
Pier) wy savtiws yl wsyveds Jone «l weeddginn 
Feral avw oi tee 4 sera) ot wiiilasenos Ape 
; de cetthio ot) te sro od) ob of nekatido ne 
a sisi? wi ¢ Uhegel tedvien ob bin 1 sgparlt 
ies of ovdw otued od? 7 cline aos On Bw 
pievl tads Dive of Sorebivo yan ot Ded 0M 
pes 8; yaithoagon tet toigenie Sito -fetnigily dT. 
fiat! to meiteoos ofr qeermodtie mokt saps 
eto foae vk op teks ol syiy yotle ; torte gat 
yaa cyomRro| vied? Io anclent od baw gepy 
Sue weliact io inmon wedi woos oid beaiido 
oiehies oe feet yorlt es aothw gammannl wy 
er Mati vf) yduoh oF sluad ton Yi Bibenson 
oP yeily tad: Angmsybshwouso« nisiq ¢ mw dooralt 
i enigtt 6 bel has banditvgms qldolstues mood bed | 
binder stat vials moyt sleslot stethsmani’ ieds o7 
soblvww ootityj to Be shh of onth > dmgin 
4 solegent eisdrel coq selasse nsed Sy 
© leotwowl: of bails: ysd) sowoqeeid to coin 
fe noitsninits lo catlesoo paibat lo sham stat 
wid lo dsttobas) ach) mot 204 sg1090)-Aaisy 
estat mort ron Livov york dotdw .somailaod. 
idw wile golqri® wt; Bubsos aid Yo woh _T 
myo) of Tatil bolsbhe jade oF or 
“HX, O oye wey Fol OW voneteen eiddt 
wrod Woy VvidGr swt od game 1000 ie them, genie aap 
wor Wor Avitvivn\ veiled sd gene seed tg stg 
of Vy, ow sania. Yo oadiege it: shat 


doiths 


& 
i. 


PEOPLE cattev QUAKERS. 381 


which George replied, I never took an oath inmyC HAP. 
life; but I have always been true to the govern- Il. 

_ ment ; afferted his allegiance in full terms; fhew- ~~~ 
ed he had been twice imprifoned, firft at Der- 1673. 
by for not taking up arms arainft the king ; and 

the fecond time fent up prifoner to Oliver Crom- 

_ well under pretence of plotting to bring him in; 

“ that they knew in their confciences the people 

‘called Quakers could not take an oath, becaufe 

Chrift had forbidden it. And as to the oath of 
fupremacy, he faid, I deny the Pavg and his 
power, and deny it with my heart. **While he 

was fpeaking, they cried, give him the book. For refufing 
He anfwered, “ the book faith, fwear not ches mea 
“6 all.2? He was then ordered to be taken away ; to priton. 
but the jailer not being hafty, they were very 

urgent with him, crying, take him away, we foall 

have a meeting here, the fellow loves to hear him 

preach. ‘The jailer then drawing him away, he 

faid, “* the Lord forgive you, who caft me into 

“ prifon for obeying the doétrine of Chrilt.” 

After George Fox was taken away, the juftices, 

afraid to proceed with equal rigour again{ft Tho- Thomas, 
mas Lower, on account of his more powerful omer 
conneétions, told him, he was at liberty. Upon 

which he queried of them, ‘ Why his father 

“© in-law might not be fet at liberty, as well as 

“he, fince they were taken together for the 
“fame pretended offence.” But as a proof that 

lawlefs power and not reafon or equity was the 

rule of their conduét, they told him they would 

not bear him, ** You may go about your bufi- 

« nels, for we have nothing more to do with 


“« you, feeing you are difcharged.”’ 


But 
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cHuap, But Thomas not being eafy to leave his fas ike) 
i ther in prifon, without further folicitation for 
wrv~’ his releafe, went to the juftices at their chamber, 
s AGIs defiring to know, “ what caufe they had to de. 1) 
Loseefo. tain his father, that they had not againft him, (Bf 
oan ‘and why one fhould be difcharged and the / i‘ 
charee inef- ** Other not?” wifhing them to ‘confider, whe. “i 
fecually. ther this diltinétion in their treatment of perfong 
in the very fame circumftances might not be | 

looked upon as an indefenfible partiality. The ‘a 

juftices not relithiny fuch clote reafoning, Simp. 

fon, thinking to deter him from further remon- iM 
{trances, told him, “¢ if he was not content, 

“¢ they would tender him the oath, and fend’ 

“ him to his father.’ A plain evidence that 7m 

it was not for a fecurity to government that ‘ey 

they tendered the oath; but in. the caprice of 4 

power, at their meer will and pleafure, to gratify .§ 

private ill will in the execution of partial laws, 4 

or laws never originally intended again{t a peo- 

ple not in being. Lower replied, “ Ye may do | 

* that if ye will, but whether ye fend me or no,» 

* Tintend to go and wait upon my father in 

“¢ prifon, for that is now my byfinefs in this 

© country.’ Jultice Parker then made an apo: 
logy for his conduct in the following terms, | 
«¢ Do you think, Mr. Lower, thar | had no caufe’ 4 
<¢ to fend your father and you to prifon, when 
6 vou had fo great a meeting 5 infomuch that 
the jarfon of the parith complained to me, 
« that he had loft the greateft part of his pa- 
« rifhioners; fo that when he comes amonptt 
« them, he hath fearcely any auditors lett.” To 
this Thomas Lower returned, “ I have heard 
<¢ that the prieft of that parifh comes fo feldom 
“ to vifit his Hock, but once, it may be, or 
“ twice 
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. twice in a year to gather in his tithes*, thatc HAP. 
. it was but charity in my father to vifit fo for- (11+ 

“ Jorn and fo forfaken a flock. And therefore ~~ 
-& thou hadil no caufe to fend him to prifon for 1°73: 
—& yifiting and inftructing them, who had fo lit-_ 
“ tle comfort from their paftor, who comes a- 
“ mong them only to {eek for his gain from his 
“© quarter.’” At this the juflices broke into a 
laughter ; for Door Crowther, the prieft fpoken 
of, was then fitting with them in the room, un- 
known to Thomas Lower, and be had the jenfe 
to let it pafs without any reply, either of refent- 
ment or vindication. But when Lhomas Lower 
was gone, the juftices, highly diverting them- 
felyes at Crowther’s expence, he was fo nettled, 
that he threatened to fuc ‘Thomas Lawer in the 
Bifhop’s court on an action of defamation; which 


coming to ‘Phomas’s ears, he fent him word, and iW 


* This priett, called Doétor Crowther, though thus re- 
gardlefs of his flock, appears to have been a rigid exaétor of 
their tithes ; of which we meet with the following inflances 
tn Befle’s Suffcrings. In 1676 he profecuted John Halford 
aforefaid, on the {tatute for treble damages, for a claim of 
feven years tithes, worth about 51. per annum, who by ex~ 
~ ecution at feveral times had taken from him goods and chat- 

telsto the value of 158I. In 1678 William Banbury was ar- 
refted for tithes at his fuit, and committed to Worcefter jail, 
afterward removed to London, and committed to the Fleet pri- 
fon; and the fame year his mother, Mary Banbury, was call into 
the fame prifon at his fuit, on the fame account, He profecuted 
William Parr of Shipfton feveral times. Upon one of thele pro- 
fecutions he was imprifoned above a year at Worcelter, and 
a judgment being obtained againft him for 81. he loft by dif- 
traint four cows worth r4l. At another time for the lke 
demand of 81. he fuffered by dilraint of four cows and two 
horfes 301. Crowther had the power of holding an ecclefi- 
aftical court once in thtee years, tO which the faid Walham 
Parr was cited for not coming to hear common prayer, was 
committed to prifen by wrt de excommunicato capiendo, 
and detained in prifon upwards of two years and an half. 
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CHA P. afterwards told him to his face, * that he might 4 
uu. * commence his fuit as foon as he pleafed; that | 
w“r™~ “ he would anfwer it, and bring his whole pa. |} 


‘¢ rifh in evidence again{t him.’ So the prieft 
in conclufion thought it the wifeft courfe to let 
it drop. 


1674. Some days after an habeas corpus came down 


G. Fox re- for removing George }'ox to the King’s Bench - 


moved b c ‘ 
bebeo core Dar at Weftminfter. On receipt whereof the 


puss under fheriff made Thomas Lower his deputy to a 


convey him to London, where they arrived on 


the 2d of the month called Mebruary, and ap-  §- : 


pearing in court, his cafe was argued, but no ‘ft 
determination come to at that time; he was or. | § 


dered into the cultody of the marfhal of the 7 Ki 


King’s Bench, and another day appointed for 
hearing it. aul 
In the mean time Parker, who“had grofsly in.’ 


t 


a 


+ 


t 


M 


4 ; 
. . . . . ‘ a iW 
jured him in his caufclefs imprifonment, with. 


Bs WT ae eS 


perfevering enmity, to prolong his imprifonment, * § 4 
But by Par- and cloak his own illegal conduct, had, in con.\%) 


ker's con- 


= . . °c . oe we q 
trivance ‘cert with other adverlaries, difperfed a malicious > 


re-manded 
to Worcet- 


report, ** that there were many fubftantial men“ 


ter, ‘© with George Fox, out of many parts of the» 


<¢ nation, when he was taken, and that they had 


*¢ a defign or plot in hand; and that ‘Thomas mn 


« Lower ftaid with him in prifon, long after he’ ¥ 
“© was fet at liberty, to carry on the defign.” By * 


which, and other falfe reports, the judges, who 


feemed inclinable to fet George Fox at liberty, [| 
were prevailed upon to remand him to Worcelter, 1 


only this favour was granted him, that he might 


Fi 


go down his own way, and at his leifure, pro- | 


vided he would not fail to be there by the aflizes, 
which were to begin on the 2d day of the month 
called April following. Ue appeared accord. 

ingly 
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ingly at the faid affizes before judge Turner, c H A P- 
who formerly paffed fentence of premunire again{ft H. 
him at Lancafter. That judge was now more v™, 
favourable, and feemed inclined to releafe him; 1674 
but Parker endeavoured to prevent it, by infi- 
nuating ‘“* that he was a ringleader, that many 
“© of the nation followed him, and that nobody 
“ knew what it might come to.” The judge, 
though he knew better, being willing to eafe 
himfelf, referred the matter back to the feffions 
again, bidding the juftices terminate it there, 
and not trouble the affizes any more. So he 
was continued a prifoner, but by the favour of 
fome of the juitices had the liberty of the town 
granted him, and leave to lodge at a friend’s 
houfe until the feffions. ‘The juftices of this 
county appear to have been of different fenti- 
ments and difpofitions at this time, and on this 
occafion; one party entering into all Parker’s 
arbitrary views, and joining him in going any 
length to fkreen his palpable abufe of power, 
and manifeft injuftice, from meeting with de- 
ferved cenfure; the other party, actuated by 
principles of more honour and moderation, and 
convinced that George Fox was very unjultly 
treated with this feverity, endeavoured to mode- 
rate the malicious temper of his adverfaries, and 
to prevent them from proceeding to extremities 
with him, but were not able to diffluade them 
therefrom. © 

The time of the feffions being come, George, Fox 
Fox was called before the juftices. One Street A vas 
being chairman of the feffions, opened his trial fefliou. 
with a {peech of the like tenour with Parker’s 
vain pretences for committing him to prifon, 
and it is probable fuggefted by him, wherein 
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by magnifying and inifreprefenting the circum, J 
{tances of their religious mecting, in order to . 
infule into the people a uotion of danger to be | 
feared therefrom, and to give a colourable pre. 9 
text for their proceedings, he faid ** That 4 
*“* George Vox had a meeting at Tredington © 
“¢ from all parts of the nation, to the terrifying of | 
“¢ the king’s fubseéts, for which he had been com. + 
*¢ mitted to pruon, and that for the trial of his 
** fidelity the oath had been tendered to him,’ 
Then turning to George Fox, he afked him, 
** fince he had time to confider of it, whether 
“ he would now take the oaths ?”? George Fox 
firft vindicated himlelf from the mifreprefenta. 
tions of the chairman, repeated the relation of 
his journey, and the caufe of it, as he had done 
at the former {eflions, when they could not help 
acknowledging his account to be clear: That as 
to fome being there from dilierent parts of the 
nation, they were principally of one family, and 
in one company, except a iriend from Briftol, 
who came accidentally or providentially, as it 
was to him they were obliged for attending his 
wife and daughters on their way home, when 
Thomas Lower and he were intercepted by Par. 
ker. ‘That it was not true that there were per- 
fons from a// parts of the nation, nor that their 
meeting was to the terrifying of the king’s fub- 
jects, defiring them to produce one evidence, 
wno could fay, they were terrified thereby : That 
as to the oaths they knew he could not take 
them, and they knew it was from a confcien- 
tious fcruple of violating Chrif?’s command he 
couldnot. hat he could honeftly declare his 
allegiance to the king in clear and plain terms 
in any affertion fhort of an oath, Bat the moft 
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reafonable pleas find little entrance through thec HAP, | 
veil of prejudice, to avert pre-determined refo- Il. 
Jutions. Vor upon his refulal of the oaths they ~yv—~ 
proceeded in their preconcerted plan of trial to 1574 
condemnation: An inditment, ready drawn up, 
was read to him, and the chairman afking him, 
if he was guilty? He replied, ‘* No, for the in- 
“ diétment is @ bundle of lies.” Whe indictment 
was delivered to the jury, who under the inftrucs . + 
tions of the chairman found the bill againft 
him, which he determined to traverfe, and then 
was required to put in bail until the next 
feflions, but he refufed to be bound any other- 
wife than by his promife to appezr, if the Lord 
gave him health and flrength, and he were at 
liberty. 

So he was fent back to prifon; but by the 
interpofition of the more moderate juftices (who 
had manifefted a favourable difpofition in the 
court, endeavouring to prevent the tender of 
the oath and the indi€tment) in about two hours 
after he had liberty given him to go at large 
until the next quarter feffions. 

The yearly meeting in London falling ovt in 
the intermediate time, he attended it. And at 
the inftance of fome of his friends he appeared 
before fome of the juftices of the King’s Bench, 
and delivered to them a declaration of his fide- 
lity to the king, and denial of the Pope’s fupre- 
macy and power, as what he could promife in 
lieu of the oaths; but as his cafe was under cog- 
nizance of the quarter feffions at Worcelter, the 
judges were unwilling to meddle with it, not 
being regularly before theia. 
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Wherefore when the yearly meeting was over 
he returned to Worcefter, and appeared at the 
fucceeding quarter feffions to traverfe the in. 
dictment ; but when he proceeded to fhew the 
errors, which were fuflicient to quafh it, he was 
ftopped, the oath required of him again, 
and upon his retufal to take it, the jury found 
him guilty. And an admonition of the conte. 
quence of a premunire being given him in court, 
this was clandeftinely recorded for the fentence 
thereof, in his abflence, after he was fent out of 
court, to evade the reproach and cenfure due to 


their illegal proceedings, as feveral of the jufti- . % 
ces, and the generality of the people condemned ° 4 


them: Nay, his periecutors themfelves feemed 
at laft affected with uneafy fenfations of com- 
punction for the wrong they had done him, and 
wifhed he had never come thither to trouble 
them, upon which George Fox obferved they had 
brought the trouble upon themfelyes: But they 
had gone too far to make a handfome retreat, | | 
and therefore thought it lefs difhonourable to ¥ 
perfevere in the wrong, than to right the in. 


jured, by owning and reverfing the wrong. 


Under the hard fentence of premunire he was 
remanded to prifon, where he was foon after 
feized with a dangerous fit of ficknefs, which re- 
duced him to great weaknefs of body, fo that 
his recovery feemed doubtful. Upon this ac. 
count application was made to jultice Parker, for , 
liberty for him to be removed out of the jail 
into the city, who after much importunity wrote 
the following note to the jailer, 


“My. 
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“ Mr. Harris, CU ALP, 
; II. 


«© I have been much importuned by fome “~~ 
friends of George Vox to write to you: | 1074. 
am informed by them that he is in a very 

weak condition, and very much indifpofed. 

What lawful favour you can do, for the be- 

nefit of air for his health, pray fhew him. I 
fuppofe next term they will make application 

to the king. / 
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“© Your loving friend, 


‘ HENRY PARKER.” 


- George Fox’s wife finding him fixed in prifon M, Fox fo- 
under the fentence of premunire, came up from ee ae 
the north to attend him, and alfo to folicit his pone 
difcharge, and after ftaying with him three OF grant him 
four months, and fecing no dilcharge like to be@ pre 
obtained for him, fhe took her journey to Cons, fray 
don to folicit the king in perfon, was kindly re-© receavhs 
ceived by him, and referred to the Lord Keeper, 
who told her, the king could not releafe her buf- 
band any otherwife than by a pardon, which the 
king would readily have granted ; but George 
Fox was not eafy to obtain his liberty in that 
method; for knowing his own innocence, he 
thought the acceptance of a pardon would be a 
tacit acknowledgement of guilt; wherctore he 
declared, be had rather lie in prifon all bis days, 
than come out in any way difhonourable to the 
truth be made profeffion. of. Ne rather chofe to 
have the validity of his indictment tried Boe 
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cH AP. the judges; and accordingly procured an habear 

11, corpus * to remove him once more to.the King’s 
“v™ Bench bar, where appearing before the four 
me judges, Counfellor ‘Thomas Corbct was employ: 
moved by ed to plead for him, who acquitted himfelf with 


Babeas corpus py ps “1128 V¢ < e = 46 
pie wre ereat honour. * He advanced a new plea, * that 


ed. . °* by law they could not imprifon any man. fy 


‘© upon a premunire,”’ upon the hearing this”, 
unexpected plea, the judges required time to 
confult their books and the ftatutes, and poft- 
poned the hearing until next day. When find, 
ing Corbet’s opinion was well founded, they, it 
is probable for fear of ill confequetices, chofe to 
omit further notice of the plea, and proceeded * 
to examine the indiiment, in which the errors: { 
appeared fo many and fo grols, that the judges 
were unanimous in opinion, that the indiciment 
was guafbed and void, and that George Fox ought 
to be fet at liberty. And as the oaths were ten- 
dered to fundry great men that day in court,» 
there were not wanting fome adverfaries to © 
George Fox, who moved the judges that the 
oaths might be tendered to him again, infinu, 
ating he was a dangerous man to be at liberty, 
But that upright and confcientious judge Sir 
Matthew Hale at this time prefided at the King’s | 
Bench, who was too honeft to lend an ear to 


* The Habeas Corpus being readily procured and fent 
down to Worcelter, his adverfaries, as confcious of having 
exerted a power which would not ftand the -eft. of cxamina- 
tion, were reluctant to comply therewith, and endeavoured to 
evade it, pretending he was prernunired, and of confequence 
deprived of the benefit of the law ; whereupon a fecond or- 
der was procured and fent down, and then he was brought 
up by the sherilf. . 
&. Sewel, p.. 504. 
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fuch fuggeftions, faying he bad indeed heardc iA P. 
fome fuch reports of George Fox, but be had alfo We 
heard more goad reports of hin. 80 after a full ~ 
hearing before the four judges he was dif. 1674- 
charged by proclamation, after he had fuffered 

an unjuit imprifonment of a year and almoft 

two months, and thus obtained his liberty in an 
honoureble way, without impeachment (by im- 
plicaticn) of harinnocence, And Corbet his 
advocate obtained great credit by his manner of 
pleading his caufe; the lawyers alledging be had 
brought that to light which bad not been remark- 

ed before. And -frer the trial one of the judges 
complimented him upon it, faying, you have ob- 

taincd a great deal of honour, by ‘your way of 
pleading George Fox’s cauje in court. 

After his releafe he went to London, and After his 
thence to Kingfton for the recovery of his bebidven Gn Gan 
and f{taid in and about the city until the yearly Syuth 
meeting, where he had the opportunity of {ce- rede 
ing friends from moft parts of the nation, and 
of edifying and being edified amongft them. 
When the meeting was over, having taken leave 
of his friends, he went down with his wife to 
her habitation at Swarthmore, by coach, not be- 
ing able to ride on horfeback, where he continued 
for a confiderable time, without going much 
abroad, in order to recruit his flrength ; the in- 
difpofition he contracted in his late jinprifon- 
ment having reduced him to a ftate of great 
weaknefs, from which he was tome time in 
recovering. 
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Perfecution renewed.—Ineffetual Application 0 a 
the Fudges for relief—The Parliament jealous’ | 
of the, Court.—Bif/hops promote perfecution—\ % 
William Penn publifhes England’s prefent In. 4 
tereft.—Kobert Barclay’s Apology publifbed— \¥ 
Animadverfions on Mofbeim’s Reflections upon it. % 
—Sufferings of William Hall.—Of Friends of 4 

_ Namptwich.—Sufferings and Death of William 
Bailey. 


Sige: revocation of the indulgence and the |! 
difpleafure of the court againift the diffenters, 4 
let loofe the whole tribe of informers, and gave 4 
frefh {pirit to the perfecuting magiftrates. Pro- 4 
fecutions now began to be renewed againft the | 
people called Quakers in all the various modes 
of diftrefs; and by all the variety of penal laws 
at the capricious will of every juftice ; they con- 
tinued to be profecuted upon the ftatute of pre- 
munire of Jac. I. for refufing to fwear *; upon 
the obfolete ftatute of 20]. a month for abfence 
from the parifh church (fo called) +and the faid. 4 

penalty, % 


* Onthe 21ft of the month called July, 1675, John An- 
derdon, of Somerfetfhire, for refufing to take the oath of alle- 
giance had fentence of premunire pafled upon him by judge 
Rainsford, &c. &c. , 

} ‘Chomas Bennet and Thomas Tyler and others were im- 


/prifoned for abfence from the national wordhip, where they 
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. penalty, or two-thirds of a perfon’s eftate feized ¢ H A P. 
by Exchequer procels; but the profecutions by Ts 
the priefts for their tithes were enormous and AEROS: 
unceafing, taking from them frequently far more ies 
than their pretended due, profecuting them in 

the ecclefiaftical courts to excommunication, and 
procuring writs de excommunicato capiends to be 

iffued, to throw them into prifon. For keep- 


lay eight months. ‘The faid Thomas Bennet had alfo two- 
thirds of his eftate feized by exchequer procefs by the ftatute 
of 23 Eliz. againft popith recufanes. 

Several of the people called Quakers in Herefordfhire be- 1673. 
ng profecured in the Exchequer on old ftatutes againit popifh 
recufants, fuftered much by diftreffes made for pretended for- 
feitures, of the two-thirds of the yearly value of their ef- 
tates. 

Edmund Peckover of Fakenham, Norfolk, was profecuted 
- on the ftatute for 201. a month, of which his fon gave the 
following account. ‘‘ Our adverfaries are wholly bent to 
“ ruin us; they have diftrained for 120]. for the king’s ufe, 
as they fay, upon the ftatute of 20]. a month, and have ’ 
taken above forty pieces of ferges and ftulf, fome whole 
and fome cut; alfo feventeer pieces of linen, callicoes and 
« Scotch cloth ; but would not let us meafure any, fo that 
“ we know not whatthey amount to: We have fhut up shop 
“© to fecure our creditors, and if there be no likelihood of a 
flop to their proceedings, we intend eto keep open ihop no 
* more; butto pay where it is owing.” . 

George Gates of Buntingford, Hertfordthire, was at- 1673. 
refted on the ftatute of zol. a month for abfence from the , 
national worihip, and committed to prifon, where he conti- 
nued until he died on the 5th of the 3d month O.S. called 
May, 1680. * ; { 

John Taylor of York, a man well beloved of his neigh- 
bours, was committed to prifon, being profecuted on the afore- 

{aid ftatute of 20]. a month, on ‘the information of John 

Hemmingway, by one Jonas Rigdon, attorney, who got much 

difcredit by it. The informer publicly declared his repent- 

ance, and faid he could not reft day or night for trouble at 

what he had done, 
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CHA P, ing up their religious meetings they were {till 4 


Til. 


prey to idle and profligate informers; men di- 


“~~ velted of every principle of humanity or com. 


5674. 


Ineffectual 
zpplication 
to the 
judges for 
relief, 


mon honeity, delighting in cruelty and living 
by plunder ; made no conicience, were reftrain. 
ed within no bounds of reafon or moderation 
in the fpoil they made of their goods; and what. 
rendered their fuflerings the more fevere, they 
had no grounds to hope for redrefs whilft thefe 
plunderers were encouraged and urged on by 
their fuperiors, whofe duty it was to protect the 
fubje€ts in the unmoleltcd poffeilion of that ~ 
property, which their’ honeft induftry had <~ 
earned. er 

Under the heavy preflure of their grievous 
fufferings, application was.made to the judges 
(before they went their feveral circuits) for their 
compaflionate attention to the hard cafes of 
feveral of the fufferers, and to interpofe their 
authority for their relief, in the following ad- 
drefs. 


« To the King’s juftices appointed for the feveral 
“ circuys throughout England. “ 


“¢ Many of our friends called Quakers heing 

“ continued prifoners, many profccuted to great 
‘© {poil by informers, and on qui-tam writs, and 
“© by preientments and indictments tor 201. per 
“ menfem, in divers counties through Eng- 
“land, only on the account of religion and 
“ tender confcience towards Almighty God, we 
“ efteem it our duty to remind you of thei 
«* fulfering condition, as we have done from 
“© time to time ; humbly entreatigg you in the 
«* circuits to enquire into the feveral caules of 
Pe itohs 
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s¢ their commitments, and other fufferings,c H a P. 
which they lie under, and to extend what 11. 
s6 favour you can for their eafe and relief. —“V™~ 
Praying the Almighty to preferve and direct 4974 
$* you.” 

But little redrefs could be obtained from the 
judges at this time, nor is it furprizing it could 
not, if the affertion of one of our hiftorians be 
true, * that “ the papifts being excluded from 
«© places of truft, the court had no tendernels 
for non-conformifts ; the judges therefore had 
orders to quicken the execution of the laws 
againft them. ‘The high-churchmen in their 
pulpits were encouraged to open their mouths 
as loudly as poflible againft them. One in 
«© his fermon before the houfe of commons told 
«© them, that the non-conformifts ought not to 
“ be tolerated, but to be cured by vengeance ; 
the king iffued out a proclamation for putting 
“© the penal laws in full execution, which had 
$¢ cits ehert. 

The parliament, from the Refloration to The partia- 
their laft fefions, bad manifefted the warmeft ment Big 
zeal for the king and church of England, and tous of the 
from time to time had gratified the tormer by °"S 
complying with all his demands for money, and 
the latter by pafling one fevere law after another 
again{t non-conformifts ; whereby there appear- 
eda great cordiality to fubfilt between the 
king, the parliament, and the bifhops 3 but now 
from their difcovery of the bad meafures, and 
their apprchenfions of worle défiens of the 
court, had conceived an incurable jealoufy of the 
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CHA P.king, his brother and his minifters; who in re. 
11. turn entertained a reciprocal averfion to the 
“~~ meeting of the parliament," as they now began 
tO74. to turn the tide of their zeal againft the papitts 
fingly ; and were defirous to protect the other 
diflenters, as confederates in the fupport of the 
proteftant caufe: Upon this account the king 
was very unwilling to meet the parliament, but 
his neceffities obliged him to convene them; 
and prefently after their mceting they prefented . 
an addrefs defiring the king to banith all papitts, 
who were not houfekeepers, or menial fervants ’ { 
to peers, ten miles from London, and to appoint \ / 
a faft for the calamities of the nation. Mif. (2§ 
underftandings and jealoufies on both fides by 
thefe means gathering ftrength, divided the peo. 
ple of all ranks more than ever, and added fuel 
to the intemperate warmth of party rage, which + 
had fo long diftracted the nation. No fooner 
had the parliament undertaken the protection of ° 
the diflenters, and the perfecution of the papifts, 
than the court to thwart their meafures promot- 
ed the perfecution of the former: The king 
commanded an order to be made public, “* that 
“ ellectual care be taken for the fupprefling con- 
«* venticles ; and whereas divers pretend old 
“ licenfes for preaching, and would fupport 
** themielves by that pretence, the king declares 
« that long fince all his licenfes were recalled, 
** and that no conventicle hath any authority, 
«* allowance or commiffion from him.” 
1675. ‘he bifhops alfo continued their exertions to 
BubopsPF" bromote thte execution of the penal laws againtt 


mote per- 


fecution. them in common with the papifts. Sheldon 


» Neale, 
wrote 
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wrote circular letters to the bifhops of his pro-CHAP- 


vince to caufe enquiry to be made, rt, What Wh 

6 = . . 

number of perfons by common eftimation refide lecgined 
. . > . . . Fy 

within the refpeétive parifhes under their care? es 


adly, What number of popifh recufants, or per- 
fons fufpeéted of recufancy? 3dly, What num- 
ber of other diffenters of what fet foever, which 
either obftinately refufe, or wholly abfent them- 
felves from the communion of the church, at 
fuch times as by law they are required ?: 
So that no change in the temper of the times 
brought as yet any durable or effectual relief to 
the fufferings of this fociety ; they rather grew 
heavier and more aggravated during the remain- 
der of this reign, to the end thereof. 
Many of them continuing to be imprifoned The fuffer- 
for refufing the oath of allegiance, William inet ae, 
Penn this year wrote his Treatife of Oaths, where- tinued. 
in he fhews their reafons for mot fwearing at 
all, and confirms them by numerous authori- 
ties. 
And in confideration of the unhappy divifions william 


and animofities prevailing in the nation, he allo Rep 


wrote this year, an excellent treatile,. under the austell 
title of “ England’s prefent Intercft confider- aie 

“ ed,”? wherein, to allay the heats of contend- tereit, 
ing parties, he fhews the confiftency of a general 
liberty of confcience with the peace of the king- 
dom: A work wherein the liberal charity of real 
chriftianity and the candid {pirit of genuine pa- 
triotifm are eminently confpicuous. The intro- 
duétion to which treatife is addreffed to the 
confideration of our fuperiors, and proceeds, 
“ There is no law of nature or of grace that 
«© forbids men to deal honeftly and plainly with 
&¢ the greateft in matters of importance to their 
“ prefent 
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prefent and future good ; nor do worthy minds ¢ 


think Icis favourably of honeft and humble 
monitors. Oftentimes princes are deceived, 
and kingdoms prejudiced for want of them. 
Certain it is that there are few kingdoms in 
the world more divided within themfelves, 
and whofe religious interelts lie more feem, 


ingly crofs to accommodation, than that we 


live in; which renders the magiftrate’s tatk 


hard, and occafions him a dilliculty almoft « 


invincible. 


“© Your endeavours for an uniformity have” 
been numerous ; your atts to enforce it mul+ \ 


tiplied ; but the confequence, whether you 


-intended it or no, hath been the fpoiling of 


feveral thoufands of the frecborn people of this 
kingdom of their unforfeited rights. Per. 
fons have been flung into jails; gates and 
trunks broken open; goods diflrained, until 


a ftool hath not been left to fit down on; » 


flocks of cattle drawn off; whole barns of 


corn feized; thrafhed and carried away; pa- © 


rents left without their children; children 
without their parents, aud both without fub- 
fiftence. 
“ But that which aggravates the cruelty, 1s, 
the widow's mite hath not efcaped their hands ; 
they have made her cow the forfeiture of her 
conicience ; not leaving her a bed to hie on; 
nor a blanker to cover her. * And what is yet 
more barbarous, and lelps to make up this 
tragedy, the poor orphan’s 2k, boiling over 
the fire, hath been flung to the dogs, and the 
{killet made part of the prize: So that had 
not nature in neighbours been ftronger than 
cruelty in fuch informers, to open her pouee 
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for their relief and fubfiflence, they muft have C H A P, 
Ill. 


“¢ Nor can thefe inhuman inftruments plead “~~~ 


utterly perifhed. 


confcience, cr duty to thofe laws, who have 
abundantly tranfeended the fevereft claufe in 
them, for to fee the impriioned hath’ been 
crime enough for a jail; and to vitit the fick, 


to make a conventicle; fining and difrain-_ 


ing for preaching and being at a meciing, 
where there hath been neither, and 4ol. 
for 2ol. hath been a moderate advance with 
fome of them. 

“ Others thinking this way too tedious and 
inadequate to the purpofe of a fpeedy_ ftrip- 
ping them of their fubltance, alter the quef- 
tion from, have you met? to will you fwear? 
So that it hath been, in fome places, efleem- 


ed a fuflicient reafon for a premunire, that - 


men have eftates to lofe; although they bear 
as true allegiance to government as their ad- 
veriaries ; and only through tendernefs of con- 
fcience refute the oath. 

“ Winding then by lad experience, and a long 
tract of time, that the very remedies applied 
to cure diffenfion encreafe it; and that the 
more vigeroufly an uniformity 1s coercively 
profecuted, the wider breaches yrow, and par- 
ties become more inflamed; that the compul- 


fory meafures have always procured to the ac-: 


tors the judgments of God and the hatred of 
men; to the fulferers milery; to their coun- 
try, decay of people and trade ; and to their 
own contciences, extreme guilt; f hope to 
be exculed in offering my mite for the en- 
creafe. of your truc honour, and the as 
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CHAP.“ of my dear country, by propofing the follow. | 


WI. * ing queltion, and the folution thereof. 
we ) 


MS datrtaar ed Ope On a TE ON 


“© What is moft fit, eafy and fafe, in this 
prefent juncture of affairs, for compofing, at 
leaft quieting, differences; for allaying the 
heat of contrary interefts, and making them 
fubfervient to the interefts of government, "(% 
and coxfiftent with the profperity of the king- (7 
ee vaoin £77 a 
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«© ft, An inviolable and impartial mainte. 
nance of Enelith rights.” 4 
“od, Our fuperiors governing themfelves > { 
upon a balance, as near as may be, towards” 
the feveral religious interefts.” 
«< 3d, A fincere promotion of general and 
practical religion.” 
Thefe propofitions are the groundwork of 
this treatife, which the author proceeds to. 
eftablifh by found reafoning, and a multitude 
of authorities; but reafons of ftate, however un- 
found and unjult, were more forcible at this 
time than the foundeft reafoning which thwarted 
the pre-concerted and pre-determined meafures 
of government, perfecution continued, and civil 
diflenfions daily acquired new force. 
RobertBar- While William Penn was thus employed in 
al pointing out the true interefls of the nation, 
liked. | Robert Barclay was appropriating his labours to 
the fervice of truth, and of the fociety of which 
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he was a member ; it was in this year he pub-CHAP, 
lithed his Apology for the true Chriftian Divinity, 11. 
being an explanation and vindication of the prin- ai 
ciples and doctrines of the people called Quakers ; 1675" 
to which he prefixed an epiftle to King Charles I. 
remarkable for che plain dealing and honeft fim- 
plicity of addres, confcientioufly in ufe among 
this: people at that time; free from the fer- 
yile adulation too generally ufed - towards 
princes from thofe they converfe with, this epif- 
tle prefents him with plain truth and pertinent 
reflections, worthy of his obfervation, to which 
however, he feems to have paid lefs regard, than 
to the pernicious plans and counfels of the court 
parafites. . eT oag Tex | 

The people in whofe behalf this apology was 
written had been from the beginning grofsly 
abufed, and their principles mifconftrued and 
mifreprefented by the priefts and teachers of moft 
denominations, both from the pulpit and the 
prefs ; the confideration whereof excited him to 
undertake and publifh this difcourfe as an eflay 
to prevent future controverfy ; to ftrip Quaker- 
ifm of the difguife in which enmity or ignorance 
had dreffed it up; and reprefent it to the world 
in its genuine fhape and complexion. A work, 
which with unprejudiced readers anfwered the 
end of its publication, and gained the author 
the approbation of the ingenuous in general, for 
prefenting the world with a rational and confiftent 
fyftem of the chriftian religion according to the 
{criptures, and doctrines of the primitive church 
therein recorded; and although objections 
may have been advanced again{t lome particular 
parts, yet asa fyftem it remains unrefuted to 


this day. 
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CHAP. Yet Mofheim, who in his whole account of! | 
m1. the Quakers, treats them without mercy or cha. 5 
“~~ rity, as if his bufinefs as an hiftorian was 
eg. aly to revive every obfolete and invidious ca- 
verfion on furany, but not one teftimony in their favour; 
Mofheim’s as if he was mortified to find that any one a- 
rellections 3 
upon it, mong{t them could defend their caule fo well, 
very difingenuouily endeavours to depreciate. 
this work, and to alperfe the author unjuflly, by 
afcribing to him a duplicity, which (by the tef- 
timony of thofe who knew him well) was moft 


foreign to, his real charaéter ; and to infinuate, 


that he had given a fallacious account of the» 


uakers principles, as if they were in reality 
not thole which he had delivered to the world as 
fuch. For he infinuates that we are not to “ learn 
** the true doctrine and. fentiments of Quaker. | 
** ifm from his apology for the true chriftian 
divmity *; this ingenious man appeared as 
“a patron and defender of Quakerilm, and not 
** a profeiled + teacher and expounder of ‘its va- 
s* ripus 


* His hiftory would have been more inftruStive, if he had 
informed us from what other fource we might draw a more 
fatisfaGtory knowledge of their’ doétrines and fentiments; I 
am certain it is noc from Door Mofheim’s account of thein. 

f Thisextraordinary paragraph wants explanction, to.me 
at leat; for I can inveitigare no meaning in it, which I can 
reconcile to truth or reality of fa: ‘That Robert Barclay 
did really appear as an expounder, and an honett expounder 
of this people's doctrines, I believe very few who have read 
his Apology can entertain a doubt; that he modified the 
opinions of his fcé& after a manner inconfittent with truth, is 
implied ; but not admitted or proved ; bur admitting he was 
an advocate of his own caufe, and that of his fellow mem- 
bers of a fociety (not odious, unlefs innocence and rigid vir- 
tue deferve that epithet) he is Mill as defenfible in ilanding 
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rious doétrines ; and he interpreted and mo-c HAP. 
dified the opinions of his fect after. the man- III. 
ner of a champion or adyocate, who under- -~w—~ 
takes the defence of an odious caufe. He ob- 1675: 
ferves an entire * filence in relation to the 
fundamental principles of chriftianity, con- 
cerning which it is of great confequence to 
know the real opinions of the Quakers, and 

thus he exhibits a fyftem of Theology that is 

“ evidently lame and imperfect. It is obferva- 

“ ble that Barclay touches in a flight, fuperfi- 

cial and hafty manner, fome tenets, which 
when amply explained, expofed the Quakers 

“© to fevere cenfures; and in this he difcovers 

“¢ plainly the weaknefs of his caufe. Laftly, to 

“© omit many other obfervations that might be 

«© made here, this writer employs the greateit 

‘© dexterity and art in foftening and modifying 

“¢ thofe invidious doétrines which he cannot 

‘© conceal, and dare not difavow; for which 

“© purpofe he carefully avoids all thofe phrafes 
“and terms that are made ufe of by the Qua- 

“© kers, and are peculiar to their fect, and ex- 

‘© prefles their tenets in ordinary language, in 
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forth a champion in the defence of the injured, as thofe who 
unprovoked appear as champions againft them, to render 
them on groundlefs accufations odious to the world. 

* If this Do€tor alfo had not obferved an entire filence, 
what in particular thefe fundamental principles of chrittia- 
nity are which he hints at, which thofe tenets Robert Bar- 
clay touches in a flight and fuperficial manner, &e, his 
meaning might have been better underftood, and the truth 
or error more certainly owned or refuted, but as he hath 
thought proper to veil his fubjeét in myltery, T own myfelf 
unequal to the tafk of unriddling his zenigmatical afler- 
tions. 
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cH AP.“ terms of a * vague and indefinite nature, and 


in a ftyle that cafts a fort of mafk over their 


“v—~~ “* natural afpect. At this rate the moft enor- 


mous errors may be held with impunity; for 
there is no do&rine, however abfurd, to which 
a plaufible air may not be given by following 
the infidious method of Barclay; and it is 
well known that even the doétrine of Spinofa 
was, with a like artifice, drefled out and dif- 
guilled by fome of his difciples.”’ 

Here again we have a fpecimen of Mefheim’s 
dogmatical talent, wherein the want of can- 
dour, of charity or decency, is too apparent. 


What could more plainly difcover the erugo. 


mera, the malice and prejudice, he had imbibed 
again{t a people concerning whom he was ig- 
norant, or knew only by the pictures or carica- 
tures drawn by their adverfaries, than to indulge 
his fpleen fo fay, as to compare Robert Bar- 
clay to the difciples of Spinofa. ‘The compa- 
rifon is odious; and it is to be feared, if he 
could have thought of one more odious, he 
would have adopted it. Vor it muft be ma- 
nifeft to every perfon, who hath confidered the 
wide difference of their fentiments, that there is 
no more affinity between them, than the fite of 
the arClic and antarctic poles. 

After all, what do we find in thefe remarks 
but mere declamation without argument; opi- 
nion without foundation, and affertion without 
proof? And as a balance again{t this doctor’s 


* Idare appeal to every difpaflionate reader of Robert 
Barclay, whether in any part of his Apology he hath made 
ufe of terms of 2 more vague and indefinite nature, than 
thefe very ftriQures upon him are couched in. 


opinion, - 
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opimion, we can produce the opinions of otherc HAP. 
writers, not a whit inferior in foundnefs of iu. 
judgment, in mental abilities, or in literary sv vw 
fame; and much fuperior, in my opinion, in 1675. 
juftice and liberality of fentiment. 
‘IT cannot think Quakerifm inconfiderable, 
‘‘ as the principles of it are laid down and ma- 
“« naged by Mr. Barclay. hat great and ge- 
“© neral contempt they lie under does not hin- 
«* der me from thinking the fect of Quakers to 
« be far the moft confiderable of any that di- 
«© yide from the church, in cafe the Quakerifm 
‘¢ that is generally held be the fame with that 
“© which Mr. Barclay has delivered to the world 
« as fuch; whom I take to be fo great a man, 
“‘ that I profefs freely 1 had rather engage a- 
*¢ gainft an hundred Bellarmins, Hardings and 
‘© Stapletons, than with one Barclay.” Norris’s 
Treatife of divine Light. Tract 2, page 32. 
«© Je n’ai point de honte d’avouer que jai 
« Ju avec un plaifir fingulier, L’ Apologie du 
4¢ Quakerifme par Robert Barclay: il m’a con- 
“© vaincu que c’eft tout calcule, le fyftem le plus 
« raifonable, et le plus parfait qu’on ait encore 
“¢ imagine. 
«© | am not afhamed to own that I have read 
«© Robert Barclay’s Apology for Quakerifm over 
“¢ and over again with fingular fatisfachon : And 
‘¢ T am convinced that, taken all together, it is 
« the moft reafonable and mot perfec fyftem, 
‘© which hath ever been conceived.” French ' 
Encyclopedie, word Quaker. 
<é J am not afhamed to own that I have with 
«< preat pleafure read over Mr. Barclay’s Apo- 
“logy for Quakerilin, and do really think it 


«¢ the moft mafterly, charitable and reafonable 
“© fyftem 
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1675. 


Sufferings 
of William 
Hall. 


Of friends 
at Nampte 
wich. 
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‘¢ fy{tem that I have ever feen: It folves the nu- 
** inerous difficulties railed by other feéts, and 
*¢ by turns thrown at one another, and fhews all 
parts of fcripture to be uniform and ‘con- 
revfitent, «Calo 5 Letters, vi lvsipiha36, 

In the courfe of this year William Hall, of 
Congleton in Chefhire, being fined 2ol. for a 
meeting at his houfe, had his dwelling houfe 
broken open and two cart loads of goods carried 
away worth gol. Befides which they took away 
a mare of his, which mare after fome time 
came home again: Upon which he went with 
two of his neighbours to the chief magiftrate 
of the place, and gave him information of her 
return, and what field fhe was in. Notwith.- 
{tanding this they caufed him to be arraigned 
for felony, on an indictment for ftealing the 
mare: But he was acquitted upon his trial, this 
malicious attempt to commit murder by law, 
being too barefaced to prevail upon any judge 
or jury to bring him in guilty. 

About the fame time cattle and goods to the 
value of 100l. were taken from fundry perfons 
in and about Namptwich: From Randal Elliot 
they took the bed he lay on, and even the dung- 
hill in his yard. When fome of the fufferers 
on an appeal were acquitted by the jury, the 
juftices would not accept their verdict, but at the 
next feflions gave treble cofts againft the appel- 
lants. The chief informer was one called John 
Widdobury of Hanklow, Efq; who being in- 
debted 4ol. upon bond to ‘Thomas Brafsley, a 
member of that meeting, upon his demand of 
‘payment, was incenfed again{ft him, and thus 
vented his wrath upon his friends. He alfo got 
an old excommunication revived again{t I!homas 
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Brafsley, and fent him to prifon, threatening toc H A P, 
fend his wife after him, for afking for his own. MI. 
This year William Bailey died at fea, in his “VY 
voyage from the Welt Indies. He had been a_ 1975: 
teacher among the baptitts at Pool in Dorfetfhire, ee 
where he was convinced by the miniftry oe ac 
George Vox in 1655, and entered into fociety ay 
with the people called Quakers, amone{t whom 
he became a zealous preacher, and traveiled a- 
broad in the exercife of his minifterial gift, to 
bring others to the truth he had been convinced 
and experienced the advantage of. In which re- 
ligious exercife of love to his fcllow citizens it 
was his lot to participate in the fufferings of his 
brethren, in frequent imprifonments, both dur- 
ing the time of the commonwealth and after the 
reftoration. Firft, he was one of the number of 
thofe, who, by an order of the juftices in De- 
vonfhire in 1656 (before taken notice of in its 
place) were taken up, in the progrefs of their 
religious vifits, for vavrants, and committed to 
Exeter jail, at the aflizes fined forty marks a- 
piece for not putting off their hats, and re- 
manded to prifon until payment. Again in 1657 
he was imprifoned in Hampfhire, by a mittimus 
founded in falfehood, alledping he and others 
were charged with feveral smifdemeanours; 
whereas nobody had accufed them of any; At 
the next aflizes they were fent to the houle of 
correétion, and detained there fourteen weeks, 
until they were difcharged by an order of a 
committee of parliament. 
In 1662 he and five others ftanding quietly 
in the flreet near the Bull and Mouth meeting- 
houfe in London, were taken by foldiers and 
carried before Richard Brown, who with his 
accuftomed | 
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pulled off with violence, ftruck William Bailey 
feveral blows with his fift,. and when William’s 
wife reproved him for abufing her hufband, he 
{truck her alfo, and threw her down on the 
ground; whereupon William cautioned him to 
beware of abufing her, fhe being with child; he 
neverthelefs repeated his abufe to her in like 
manner, and then ordered his man and _ other 
rude fellows to take William to Newgate, in 
mere wantonnefs of office, committing him to 
prifon without the leaft fhadow of legal caufe 
or accufation again{ft him. In the beginning of 
the year 1663 he was again taken at a meeting 
at King’s Langley, and fent to Hertford jail, — 
and at the quarter feflions, for refufing to take 
the oath of allegiance, was recommitted, and 
continued prifoner fome years after. In 1670 
he was again committed to Newgate on the fol- 


lowing occafion, In the time of the meeting at 


Grace Church-{treet, a fecond attempt was made 
to bring a prieft to officiate there ; who coming *— 
from an adjacent alehoule, guarded by foldiers, 
as they came toward the meeting-houfe, flipped 
away into the ftreet; the ferjeant purfued him, 
and prevailed with him to return, which he did, 
with a double guard, to the door; but his heart 
failing him, he turned away a fecond time, 
with the derifion of the people. William-Bai- 
ley was then preaching, whom the foldiers took 
and carried before the Lord Mayar, who com- 
mitted him to Newgate for abuling the prieft 
and difturbing him in his office, though he had 
not fpoken a word to the prieft, nor had the 
prieft attempted to officiate at all, but made his 
retreat as aforefaid. He was brought to trial at 
es 7 Wicks’s~ 
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Hicks’s-hall at the fame feffion with Penn andcH A P. 
Mead; and with the other prifoners was fined Be 
gil. 138. 4d. for a pretended charge of divers ae 
evil carriages and contempts in words and deeds, Ne 
by them feverally committed in and towards the 
court; and the court gave farther judgment, 
‘that he fhould pay a fecond fine of twenty marks, 
as being*convicted of feveral trefpafles and con- 
tempts, and to be committed to prifon until he 
fhould pay his fines. And _befides his frequent 
imprifonments he fuffered much corporal abufe 
by blows, by being thrown down and dragged 
along the ground by the hair of his head ; his 
mouth and jaws attempted to be rent afunder, 
and otherwife abufed until the ground where 
he lay was {tained with his blood; trampled 
upon by an heavy corpulent perfecutor, who after 
he had partly fatiated his fpite by his endeavours 
to deprive him of breath, committed him to a 
a filthy jail, a poor place for his cure. John 
Crook gives him, this character, “* that he was 
bold and zealous in his preaching, being wil- 
<< ling to improve his time, as if he had known 
‘ he had no long time to live, and he was as 
« yaliant in futlering for his teltimony, when 
“© called thereunto.” 

He had for fome time followed a feafaring Piety pre- 
life for the maintenance of his family ; and was "te 
inftrumental by his minifterial labours to con- 
vince and confirm in the truth many inhabitants 
of diftant countries, being concerned to propa- 
gate righteoufnefs, wherever an opportunity pre- 
fented itfelf. In this his laft voyage, on his way 
from Barbadoes, he was vifited with a difeale, 
which terminated his exiftence in this lifes 
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CH Ap. When he perceived the approach of his’ dif. 


iy. 


folution, addreffing himfelf to the matter of the 


1675. 


veflel, he faid, “ fhall [ lay down my head in 
“© peace upon the waters? Well, God is- the 
** God of the whole univerfe; and though my 
** body fink, I fhall fwim a top of the waters.” 
Afterwards, under the comfortable fenfe of di. 


‘vine fupport bearing him up in this trying f{cene, 
he faid, ‘* the creating word of the Lord en. | 
“¢ dures for ever.’’ He took feveral that were \ | 
about him by the hand, exhorting them, “ to — 


ee 


fear the Lord, and then they need not fear 
death: Death, faid he, is nothing in itfelf, 
for the fting of death is fin. ‘Tell the friends 
in London, who would have been glad to 
fee my face, I go to my father and their fa- 
“* ther, to my God and their God. Remember 
“my love to my dear wife*; fhe will bea 
forrowful widow ; but let her not mourn too 
much, for it is well with me.’? ‘Then having 
given the mafter fome inftrudtions about his 
outward affairs, he exprefled ‘‘ that as to his wife 
«and children, he had left them no portions; 
<¢ but had endeavoured to make God their fa 
“ ther.’ ‘Then taking his leave of the com. 
pany, he faid, ‘* I cannot fee one of you, but 
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* He married Mary Fifher, of whom an account hath 
been given in this work, of her being the firft of this people 


who in company with Anne Auttin, vifired Bofton ; and after- 


wards travelled to Adrianople to vifit the ‘Turkith emperor, 
by whom fhe was well received. She feems to have been a 
woman of good fenfe; and being much affeéted with the 
melancholy event of her hufband’s removal, fhe exprefled her 
affe&tion to his memory, in an excellent teftimony to his 
worth. Sewell. 
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‘¢ with you all well.”? And after more fenfiblec HA P. 
obfervations, expreflive of the ferenity of his 1 

mind, he quietly departed this life on board “~v~ 
the Samuel of London, in the latitude of 46°. 1675. 


CsHcAth.elV. 


Public Affairs. —Duke of Buckingham’s Speech in 
favour of Diffenters.—Profecutions on the Con- 
“wenticle AG fubjide ; but not for ecclefiaftical 
Demands.— Cafe of Robert Cooper.—Informers 
generally poor—Violent Proceedings im Here- 


ford/bire. 


"LYE Parliament, upon their being convened C H A P. 

this year, continued to difcover thar their jea- IV. 

loufy of the king, his counfellors and partifans, 

was in no wife cured or decreafed; they drew AGT Se 

up a new bill againft the growth of popery, fair 

and the perfons of popifh priefts : they prefented 

addreffes againtt Lauderdale ; moved an accufa- 

tion againft Danby 5 and by all their proceed- 

ings manifefted they were quite out of humour 

with the court. * The courtiers, to make repri- 

fals, brought a teft act into the houfe of peers, 

which if it had pafled into a law would have 

been a new fource of more general fufferings to 

the Quakers, extending the oath prefcribed By 
the 
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CHAP. the five-mile ad, to be taken by diffenting mi- 


lV. 


nifters, not only to the members of both houfes, 


—v™ and all public officers, but to the eleétors of par- 


1675. 


Duke of 

bucking- 
ham’s 

Gyn ech iw 
fuvour of 
dillentecs, 


liament men. It was no wonder that a bill fo 
univerfally atteGing the priviicyes of the pcople 
and the parliament fhould mect with great op- 
pofition: It is faid to have been warmly debated 
for feventeen days, and that the heats occafioned 
thereby, and by other matters, were fo violent, 
that the king fuddenly prorogued the parliament, 
and fo the bill was dropped. 

Lhe parliament upon re-afiembling, ‘being . 
jealous of the encreafe of the number aid power 
of the papifts, began now more clearly to 
fee the neceffity of a coalition with the diffent- 
ing proteftants, though it is faid the high church 
hifhops were inflexibly determined again{t it. 
The Duke of Buckingham, who was now de- 
tached trom the court, introduced a bill for 
granting an indulgence to proteftant diffenters, 
with a fpeech in favour thereof, ° wherein with 
{lrength of reafoning and found argument, he 
evinces theereafonablenels of this propofed_in- 
dulgence, ‘* My lords, fays he, there is a thing 
** called /iberty, which (whatloever fome men 
*¢ may think) is that the people of England are 
*¢ fondeft cf; it is that they will never part with, 
“* and itis that his majefly in his fpeech hath 
*¢ promifed to take particular care of. This in 
<* iy opinion can never be done without giv- 
ing an indulgence to all proteftant diffenters. It 
*¢ is certainly an uneafy kind of life to any man, 
‘¢ that hath either chriitian charity, humanity or 
good nature, to fee his fellow fubjects daily 


» Neale, 
«© abufed, 
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abufed, divefled of their liberty and birth-C HAP. 
rights, and miferably thrown out of their Iv. 
pofleffions and frecholds, only becaufe they “~~ 
cannot agree with others in forme opinions and 
niceties of religion, which their confciences 
will not give them leave to coulent to, and 
which, even by the confeflion of thofc, who 
would impofe them are.no ways neceflary to 
falvation. 

“* But befides this, and all that may be faid 
upon it, in order to the improvement of our 
trade, and the wealth and greatnels of the 


‘ nation, there is methinks in the notion of per- 


fecution a very grofs miflake, both as to point 
of government, and the point of religion ; 


there is fo as to point of government, becaule 
it makes a man’s fafety depend upon the 


wrong place, not upon the governors, or a 


man’s living well towards the civil govern- 
ment eftablifhed by law, but upon his being 
tranfported with zeal for every cpinion, that 
is held by thofe, that have power in the 
church that is in fafhion. And I conceive it 
isa miftake in religion, becaufe it is again{t the 
exprefs doctrine and example of Jefus Chrift. 
Nay, as to our proteflant religion, there is 
fomething in it yet worfe, for we proteftants 
maintain that none of thofe opinions about 
which chriftians differ are infallible, and there- 
fore in us it is fomewhat an inexcufable con- 
ception, that men ought to be deprived of 
their inheritance, and all certain conveniences 
and advantages of lite, becaufe they will not 
agree with us in our uncertain opinions of 
religion.” 
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‘hy HISTORY of THE 


cHAp. Moving then for leave to bring in the bill, it 

Iv. was granted; but a quarrel reviving between 

“~— the two houfes, occafioned an halty proro- 

1675. Ste whereby this bill with fome others was 
loft. 

In the latter part of this year one Matthew 

Hyde, a perfon who had been very troublefome 

in the meetings of the people called Quakers, 

by oppofing their minifters in their teftimonies, 

and dilturbing them in their worfhip, was taken 

fick ; and apprehending his death approaching, 

was feized with great remorfe of confcience for 

what he had done; fo that he could not be ealy, 

until he had fent for fome of that people, parti- 

cularly George Whitehead, to whom he expref- 

fed great forrow for the wrong he had done 

them, acknowledged them to be the children of 


God, earneftly begged mercy of the Lord for ‘s 


his wilful oppofition to known truth, in gain- 
faying them; and died very penitent. 


1676. In the city of London profecutions on the - 


pase . conventicle aét feem to have fubfided during this 
10ns Ol ‘) 


conventicle year ; but the diftrefles and profecutions. for ec- 


adi fublide, Glefjaftical demands were numerous, and many — 


but not Be 5 
tafefor of them exorbitant; for although the profecu- 


ie tions upon other accounts feem at {mes to have 


mands. been relaxed through the laffitude of the magi- 


{trates in imprifoning and punifhing, and other — 


caufes ; yet the rigorous enforcing of the eccles 
fiaftical laws was rarely or never fufpended ; felf- 
intere(t and antipathy to a people whofe prin. 
ciples and doétrine ftruck at the root of prielt- 
craft, and at mercenary minifters, excited the 
priefthood inceffantly to the execution of the fe. 
vere(t laws in their tavour. ‘The number. plun- 
dered, excommunicated, imprifoned, a # 
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thofe who laid down their lives in prifon, inc H A P. 
confequence of thefe profecutions, is too large to. V+ 
recite particularly ; every year from the time of ““Y/7 
the Quakers being known as a people to this 1676 
period, and long after, furnifh abundant inftan- 

ces of difaftrous fufferings on one hand, and 
profecutions difgraceful to chriflianity, and the 
church, fo called, on the other. 

‘Robert Cooper of Chefhunt Hertfordthire, was cafe of 
this year imprifoned at the fuit of Robert Win- fobett 
cheftly, prieft, a profecutor fo rigid, that he se 3 
gave fpecial orders to the jailer to keep him 
clofe, and not let him go into the town for any 
refrefhment: ‘Vo fome friends pleading for him, 
that he was a poor man, had a wife and many 
children, this prieft returned this anfwer, ‘ if 
“© his children flarve it is none of my concern: 
© He fhall lie there and rot: I will have no 
«© more mercy on him than on a thief; if the 
law would hang him, I would; Tithe is my 
due, and I will have it.’” 

Priefts of this infenfible caft were a reproach he prictts 
to the order ; and yet it feems as if at this time inne 
much the greater number were of this galls (che semen: 
clergy began now to be diftinguifhed into two high-church 
clafles, which afterwards gave rife to the deno- Pete 
minations of high church and low church ; hele 

of the former clafs were rigid fticklers for uni- 
formity, for reverence to the church, that is to 
themfelves; for the dignity of their own inde- 

lible character ; for unlimited fubmitlion to kingly 

power; and for the divine right of tithes: In 

the pulpit nonconformity was more the fubject 

of their invectives than vice; and a churchman 
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of loofe morals, in their view, feemed a better! 
man than the moft virtuous diflenter. ‘They’ 
promoted the’ enacting penal laws, and the fe-' 
vere execution of them, to the utmolt of their | 
power; to the church of Rome, through which ' 
they derived their pretended uninterrupted fuc- 
ceflion from the apoftles, and to the relicks of | 


‘which they were obliged for the pofleflion of : 


gorous feverity, by the arbitrary proceedings of 


their power and emoluments, they bore much 
more good will than to thofe diflenters whofe’ 
principles were adverfe to both. he priefts of 
this clafs were now the more numerous by far; ) 
church preferments lying on their fide, and their 
doétrines being moft fafhionable at this time. : 

But there were others of this order, although ' 
the fewer in number, of a different Spirit; thefe’ 


went under the denomination of low church.’ 3 
“men, being more difpofed to moderate meafures | — 


toward the diflenters; more rational in their’ 
principles, and lefs affuming in their claims.“ 
Although the penal laws were fuffered at pre- 


fent to lie dormant in London, yet in feveral.. 


parts of the nation they were enforced with ri-' 


fome inveterate magiftrates. In Norwich, ‘lho- 
mas Wilfon, a very poor man, who by hard la- 
bour fupported his wife and five {mall children, 
was fined for being at a meeting. ‘The oflicers,” 
pitying his circumflances, reported to the juf-: 
tice that the man had little in the houfe except’ 
the bed he and his family lay on. ‘The obdurate: 
magiltrate ordered them to take his bed, which 
they did the next day, and left him and his fa- 
mily to lie upon the ftraw. Ilis wife after this, en-" 
deayouring to maintain her children by baking 
a little bread, and felling it in the market, the 

officers 
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officers made a feizure even of that, at onec Ha«P. 
time to the value of nineteen-pence, at ano- Iv. 
ther to the value of fourteen-pence. So de- ~—v~ 
{tructive to humanity is an ignorant and fu- 1676. 
rious zeal ! , 

When the officers came to Anthony Alexan- 
der’s houfe to make diftrefs, one of them, Eraf- 
mus Cooper, told his wife, who was big with 
child, Ae was come to feize all they had, and that 
he would not leave ber a bed to lie on. ‘They 
broke the doors with a pick-axe; their beha- 
viour was fo brutal, that the obfervation thereof 
drew tears from the compaflionate neighbours. 
And in the infolence of office, commanding 
Alexander’s man to help them, and being told 
how unreafonable it was to require a fervant to 
take away his malter’s goods, one of them chur- 
lifhly anfwered, they are our goods. For a fine ' 
of 71. they took away goods to near the value 
of 181. ‘The fame officers came to the houle of 
Samuel Duncan, bringing with them Tennifon 
the informer, and the hangman; here they ftay- 
ed feveral days and nights, keeping Samuel’s 
wife, who was big with child, a prifoner in her 
own houfe, not fuffering her to fpeak to any 
perfon even at the door, nor admitting any ac- 
cefg to her. They broke open all the doors 
which were locked, ‘and carried away goods to 
the value of 421. ‘Vhefe peftilent informers, be- 
ing now encouraged and incited by the court, 
and by the bifhops, to profecute their infamous 
occupation to the utmoft prejudice of the non- 
conformifts, were fo elevated with infolence, in 
their own imagined importance, that one of 
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Informers 
generally 
poor. 


upon me as often as I will, at my pleafure. \ 
For both the magiftrates and peace. officers, 1 
well knowing the penalties they were fubjett.: 
ed to, and the advantage given to thefe in-: 
formers by the laft at againft conventicles, in 
cafe of any backwardnels or omifhon on their)! 
part in executing it to the full, were often for: 
fear of them urged to feverities to which their) 
natural feelings were reluctant, and were fres\ 
quently fined upon complaints of thefe. infor-! 
mers, efpecially now, when they were favoured; 
by the court. Of this we meet with an inftance. 
at this time and place. Wilham Poole, a con«\ 
flable of Norwich, coming unwillingly \ with. an: 
informer, who compelled him to accompany him! 
to the Quaker’s meeting, and being affected with} 
the doétrine he heard preached there, cried with ! 
tears in his eyes, What fhail I do? I know the) 


power of God is among you. And turning to) 


the informer faid, “ if there was a curfe hang. 
‘“* ing over any people upon earth it was upon: 
‘«« the informers.” 

Which remark feems verified by the. event 5, / 
for their ill-gotten plunder did them little fervice;» 
being moftly profligates, it was generally as illy 
fpent, as it was’ attained, in bad houfes, taverns, | 


} 


gaining and debauchery. An informer was withal - 


but a degree above a beggar*, a remarkable’: 
blaft : 
* John Jackfon, who had bufied himfelf as an informer in , 
Weftmoreland on every act ayainft the Quakers, notwith- , 
ftanding his ill-gotten gains this way, was reduced to fuch . 
extreme poverty as to beg his bread. Befle. 
William Watt of Norwich had feveral years followed the 


trade of informing, but what he got by it turned to no ac- 
count ; 
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blaft attended them and their property: many CHAP. 


of them, as they lived in infamy, died in mifery 
and extreme poveriy+ ; fome came to untimely 


count; he was often feized with fuch fits-of weaknefs that 
he could not ftand on his legs 5 at laft he was very fuddenly 
removed out of this life; he was apparently quite well, and 
on a fudden funk down to the ground, his daughter fhrick- 
ing out, he juft looked at her, and immediately expired. 
But what was moft remarkable, bis corps was fo very offen- 


five by its fmel], that none being willing to come ‘near it,’ 


the overfeers of the poor were neceflitated to hire four men 
to bear it to the grave. 


+ John Smith, a very bufy informer in Yorkthire, was loft 


in a great fnow in Eaftby Paftures, and after about five 
weeks was found, having his eyes and tongue picked out by 
yermin, and he flunk fo, that the men who brought him home, 
complained of the naufeous {cent for many days after. 

John Cullington, filherman, of Harwich, and a noted in- 
former againft meetings there, was found drowned, whether 
by accident or through defpair is uncertain, but the latter 1s 
not improbable ; for he had exprefled himfelf to be under 


grievous trouble and concern of mind for what he had done. 


Lis dead body was caft on fhore ata common landing-place . 


near the fea-fide. 
Randal Pool, a taylor, of the fame town, a man who had 


been in good credit, took up the bufinefs of an informer,’ 


to follow which he negleéted the care of his lawful vocation. 


After which he habimated himfelf alfo to gaming and drink- 


ing, ftriving by thofe means to ftifle the checks of confcience, 
which neverthelefs grew fo ftrong, , that he was conftrained 
to acknowledge that he was fo troubled in mind that he was 
afraid he fhould be diftracted. This trouble produced re- 
pentance, fo that he afterwards defifted, and dived qui- 
John Hunwick, an informer, of Braintree, had been 2 
fhopkeeper of good reputation there, but feeking to enrich 
himfelf by the fpoil of his neighbours, he proceeded with 
much uneafinefs. At length, when on his death bed, he fent 
for Solomon Skinner and others, whom he had profecuted, 


intreating them to forgive him, and to pray to God for him, 


telling them he was fo troubled in con 


in peace. ; 
Daa ends, 


{cience he could not die 
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HISTORY of our 


ends, and many of them were thrown into jails, 
and ended their lives there. ‘Tennifon before-' 
mentioned was of the number of thofe who 
were caft into jail, where he confefled, he had 
never profpered fince he undertook that work, and 
thai, if he obtained his liberty, he would never be 
concerned in it again. 
. The diftrefles made this year in Nottingham., 
fhire, upon the members of this fociety, for their 
religious aflemblies only, amounted to 7121. and, 
upwards, many of which were exorbitant, and> 
the fines frequently impofed and levied upon 
flight, and fometimes falfe, informations: And 
although the law admitted of an appeal to the 
quarter feffions, we are here prefented with a, 
frefh inftance of the ineffectual relief to be at-.. 
tained by an appeal to juftices, more tender of 
one another’s honour than the grievances of the. 
fufferers. ; 
One John Sayton was informed againft and 
fined by juftice Vhoroton 2ol. for being at a 
meeting in the parifh of Blythe, at a time when 
he was fixty miles from thence: He appealed to, 
the quarter fefiions, and with much dithculty 
obtained a hearing of his cafe: ‘The jury finding 
the matter clear, brought in a verdict for the ap- 
pellant; whereupon Pennifton Whaley, one of 
the juftices, who had before manifefted his viru- 


‘lence, and ignorance of the Quakers and their 


principles, in his endcavours to enforce the act 
35 Eliz. ordered them out again, whereunto one 
of them replied, we are agreed, and have well 
confidered the matter. Unable to reftrain his 
wrath within any bounds of decency, he flung 
off the bench ina rage, exprefling his indigna- 
tion at this bulwark of the fubjects’ paeles a 
uc 
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‘fuch terms as thefe, ** You deferve to be hanged, Cc H A P. 


“ vou are as bad as highwaymen; I hope the 
'« king will take away juries, for this will not 
“ do”? Thus Sayton was acquitted, and this 
jury difmiffed to make way for another more 
‘pliant to the inftru€tions and temper of the 
court. Next morning another jury was impan- 
nelled, and another appeal of the like nature 
came on. The cafe was that of William Hud- 
fon, whom the evidence could not prove to have 
been at the meeting he was charged with, and 
though eight of the jury were picked men, 
known to be adverfe to the appellant, yet the 
other four ftood out, and'no verdict was agreed 
upon until eight at night, when one of the 
four being taken ill and wanting refrefhment, 
juftice Whaley told them, if they did not agree, 
they fhould {tay there until they died, and as 
one of them died the court would chufe ano- 
ther. They were over-awed into a compliance, 
and after the court was adjourned, privately gave 
in a verdict again{t the appellant; when one of 
the jurymen faid, he would gladly do equity, 
Thoroton, another perfecuting jultice, rephed, 
You have nothing to do with equity. 

In the city of Hereford, the fevere profecu- 
tion of the late law again{t fundry members of 
this fociety, the partiality of the juftices in fruf- 
trating appeals to the feflions for redrefs, by. re- 
fufing to accept the juries verdiéts for the appel- 
jants, being found infuflicient to deter this peo- 
ple from keeping up their meetings, the magl- 
{trates and priefts, feeing they could not fupprets 
them by the rigorous enforcing of rigorous laws, 
feem to have combined to attempt it by lawlefs 

violence, 
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c HAP. violence, by ftimulating the populace, prone to 


Iv. 


mifchief, to the grofs abufe of them. 


kV’ On the 2oth of the month called Augutt, 
1676. Henry Caldicott, mayor of this city, with his 


officers, came to the meeting there, and warned 
the affembly not to meet any more, telling them, 
if they did, let it be at their peril. The fequel 
fully explained the mcaniag of this menace, be- 


ing followed for feveral months with outrageous . 


infults and abufes from the populace. ‘hey firft 
befet the meeting-houfe with confufed noife and 
fhouting to terrify the people aflembled within 
it; next, fome broke the windows ; others with 
ftaves ftruck the men’s hats off their heads, threw 
{tones among them, and one of them, faid to 
be the mayor’s fon, broke John Rea’s head with 
a ftone. At another time they fired fquibs,. and 
threw them into the meeting, caft {tones through 
the broken windows, and {truck a woman on the 
head. When complaints of thefe abutes were 
made to the mayor, thé complainants were dilf- 
miffed with threats. ‘he next time the outra- 
geous mob, part of which were chorifters or 
finging boys of the cathedral, encouraged, as re- 
ported, by their fuperiors the college priefts, 
broke in pieces the remainder of the glafs win- 
dows, with the window-frames and fome of the 
walls of the houfe. After the meeting broke 
up, they purfued the country friends, pelting 
them with ftones near a quarter of a mile. 

The next day a meeting was held in their 
thattered houfe for church affairs, fuch as reliev- 
ing the poor, the widows and the fatherlefs, and 
other acts of pure and undefiled religion: ‘Then 
alfo aflembled the rabble by found of horn, 
throwing dirt,’ {tones and filthy excrements a- 
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mongft them and upon them, whereby feveralc H AP. 


were much hurt, and all: grievoufly annoyed. 
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IV. 


Some mounted on the roof of the houfe and un- a 


tiled part of it, tumbling down {tones on one 
going in, In the ‘midft of thefe diforders Ed- 
ward King and Robert Simonds, juftices, and 
Abraham Seward, mayor elect, came, not to quell 
the futy of the rabble, but to fend the abufed to 
prifon, to effeé&t which, after threatening the wo- 
men and children, they tendered the oaths of al- 
legiance and fupremacy to eight of the men, 
and for refufing to {wear lent them to jail. A 
day or two after this Walter Rogers, .a preben- 
dary, pafling by the meeting-houfe, and obferving 
the ruins,:{aid, they that, did it were very good 
boys, and had done their work better than hé ex- 
petted. Vhus evidencing plainly under what kind 


of influence the mob committed thefe atts of” vio- 
lence and outrage. | 

They continued the like abufes through the 
remainder of this year and a part of the next. 
The fufferers having got the houfe repaired and 
habitable again ; it was. again befet by the rude 
multitude, who threw {tones as before, being re- 
ported to be infligated by the mayor’s officers, 
who are faid to have bade them, knock out tbe 
Suakers brains, if they did not depart. They allo 
threatened the inhabitant 7o pull the houfe down 
ever his head, At another. time one of thefe ofli- 
cers threatened, they would fire the meeting-houfes 
and broil them in tt. 


Thefe were certainly times in which juftice 
was perverted, and equity. couid not enter, when 
peaceable diflenters were’ tried and punifhed as 
rioters for worfhipping God,, without injury to 
any man; and real riots not only pailed by with 


. 


impunity, 


1676. 
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CHA P.impunity, but were promoted and abetted by 
Iv. thofe, the duty of whofe office and their oaths 


Pet fhould have obliged them to preferve the peace, 
1676, 


Cd aed IP; ads 


George Fox leaves Swarthmore, and travels by eafy 
Fourneys to London,—Goes over to eflolland. 
—Inftances of abufe of the Conventicle A@.— 
In Chefbire, by Peter Leicefter.—In Gloucefter- 


Shire, by Fohn Meredith.—At Plymouth, by An- * 


thony Horfeman and William Tomes, Mayors.— 

Death of William Dobfon.—Of Richard Af. 

jeld.—Marriage of the Prince/s Mary to the 

Prince of Orange.—Violent Party Diffenfions.— 

Perfecution continued.—Frefh Solicitation for. 
— Relief. vs 


cua. IN the beginning of the year 1677, while the 
‘+ roads were yet covered with fnow, George Fox 
~~ left Swarthmore, where he had moftly refided 
Geonce tox CVEr fince his releafe irom his imprifonment at 
ge Fox © | , ; 

leaves = Worcefter, and pafling over into Weftmoreland, 
Swart feveral friends met him at Thomas Camm’s at 
) Camfgill, to take their leave of him before he 
left the country, where the next day he had a 
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_very large meeting, and was largely opened inc HA P. 
doctrine therein. v. 
From thence he proceeded on his journey, | vi- Sir 
_fiting the meetings of his friends, and edifying 1677- 
them with his miniftry, through the counties of 
‘York, Derby, Nottingham, &c. pafling through — 
-the counties to London; he had not yet reco- 
_vered his itrength, fince his indifpofition at Wor- 
_ceiter, fo far as to bear continual travelling, even 
by fhort journies, without inconvenience and 
fatigue, being alfo much deprived of reft at 
nights by reafon of cold contracted by riding in 
frequent rains; but being engaged in a good 
.caufe, and depending upon divine fupport, he 
“was not difcouraged from fteadily purfuing the 
line of his duty, and was fafely carried through all 
‘attendant difficulties. As he had {pent near two | 
years at Swarthmore for the recovery of his | 
health, and been little abroad amongtt his friends, 
he was received with much gladnels by friends at 
London, where he ftayed the yearly meeting, 
which was then approaching. 
As in thofe early times mott of the bufinefs 
of the yearly meeting was to receive account of 
friends fufferings, and take meafures for their 
relief ; fo at this time accounts were received of 
the heavy fufferings which friends in many parts 
-were expofed to (as well as by other laws en- 
forced again{t them) by profecutions on the att 
of 23 Ehz. as popith recufants, by which they 
fuffered the confifcation of the two-thirds of 
their eftates, whilft real recufants were little mo- 
lefted ; The parliament then fitting, a {pecifica- 
tion of this grievance was drawn up, and laid 
before them, with a petition for relief; but they 
obtained no redrefsthereby. ‘The meetings how- 
’ ever 
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_C-H A P-ever were comfortably condudied in brotherly 

v- unity, to the mutual edification of the body al. 
“-~v—. fembled on that occafion. 

en fl7- Soon atter the yearly meeting, George ‘Fox, 

eorge Fox 5 2 oe Dee : Z 

and others. accompanied by William Penn, Robert Barclay, 

go wo Hol- George Keith and fome others, went over ‘to 

~ » Holland to vifit their friends in ‘that republick, 

- of whole fervice there, an account-may be found 

in the procefs of this work, when we come to 

treat of the {tate of the fociety in thele parts. , 

In Chefhire we meet with. a frefh evidence 

this year of the unreafonable ufe made of the 

laft a€t againft conventicles, and the invidious 

Inftancesof propenfity of fome magiltrates to plunder the 

abule ol © members of this focicty. Peter Leicefter, a juf- 

‘ad. tice of peace, a€ting the part of an jnformer, 

__-came to a meeting at the houfe ot William Gan. 

Seat ys fhut the doors, and placed a guard of ‘fol- 

ceiter.  diers at them, while he took a lilt of about two / 

hundred names ; fined Margaret Fox and Tho- +? 

mas Docwra each 2ol. for preaching, and 2ol, 

to be levied on feveral of the aflembly for the 

houfe they met at, befides their own particular 

fines; for which he iffued his warrants of dil- 

trefs, threatening the conftables, that if they did 

‘not execute them to the utmoft be would bind them 

to their good behaviour ; bidding them /ell a cow 

for 55. and+to take enough for them/felves. Vhe 

officers, thus encouraged, took away for that 

one meeting, goods and'cattle to the value of 

.20o0l. from fix friends. if 

GlouceRer- - In Gloucefterfhire, John Meredith, a juttice 

mia es of the peace, fignalized himfelf by fiercely pro- 

fecuting friends: He caufed twenty-feven of 

them to be indicted at Gloucefter feflions, for ab- 

fence from the national worfhip, though he pace 

. that 
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that moft of thern had deeply fuffered beforec H 4 P. 
by the act againit conventicles: He arbitrarily .¥- 
required of Henry Pontin and Nathaniel ~“Y™ 
‘Hefkins fureties for their good behaviour, when ,1977- 
‘no complaint was made againit them, and kept 

‘them in prifon three months ; after which he in- 

dicted them at the feflions for meetings, and 
had:them fined 4ol. each, and continued in 
prifon : He beat William Bennet and William 
Wade unmercifully with his own hands: He 

took John Selcock by the hair of the head, and 
plucked him out of the meeting-houfe at French- 

hay, into the yard; then drew his knife, and 

faid he would mark him, but was prevented by 

the interpofition of his clerk and others: Tle 

‘drew his knife at George Peace, and probably 

had done him mifchief had not one of his own * 
feryants re{trained him: He plucked John Bawn 

out of a meeting by the hair of his head, and 

after that finding him in the highway, he fell 

upon him, and beat him barbaroufly: He alfo 

beat John Fryar and Jofeph Glover, two officers, 
becaufe they would not abule people as much as 

he would have them. When Samuel Simmons, 

being wrongfully fined, appealed to lim for 
jultice, he fell furioufly upon hin and beat him 
inhumanly: He alfo caufed the forms and benches 

of the meeting-houfe to be cut in pieces; and 

with his ftaff broke five glafs windows to pieces, 

not leaving one whole quarry. 

At Plymouth, on the sth of the 2d month AtPly- 
called April, Andrew Horfeman, mayor, with pee 
three other juftices, and conftables aibending tot mes 
them, forcibly difperfed the meeting, and fined 
Richard Samble 20l. for preaching. On the 7th 


of the fame month, the firft of the week, the 
mayor 
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CHAP. mayor and two other juttices took the namés 


‘Vv. of thcfe who were met, haled them into the . 


“~— ftreet, fet a guard at the meeting-houfe door to 
1677 ‘keep them out, detained Richard Samble until 


evening, and then fined him 4ol. for preaching, | 
“Fyrom that day forward they were kept out of: 


their meeting-houfe, and obliged to meet in the 
ftreet, until the 29th of September following, 


and Wile when another mayor, William ‘Tomes, entered. 
upon office. The next day they met peaceably ) 
in the houfe ; but afterwards this mayor follow. > 


hiam'f’omes. 


ed the example of his predeceflor, and kept them 
out, and they aflembled in the open {treet three 


‘times in a week, enduring the extremity of cold,’ 


and inclemency of the weather all the winter; 


abufed by the rabble of the people, and fome- 


times by the officers and foldiers of the garri- 
fon, who threw fquibs of fire and hot burning 
coals upon them, pufhing them up and down the 


{treet, and bedaubing them with filthy excre. | 


ments; all which and much more they endured 
with unwearied patience for the {pace of more 


than twelve months. Several warrants alfo were 


pranted for diltraining their goods, by one of 
which the conftables forcibly entered the fhop of 
Robert Cary, and took away from him _ fugars 


and {trong waters to the value of 24l. all which | 


they fold for 41. 13s. In many other parts the 
members of this fociety were treated with no 
Jefs feverity : but it would be difagreeably tedi- 

ous to give a detail of every particular. 
Death of ‘Lhis year William Dobfon of Brightwell in 
Wiliam Berkfhire died a priloner for his confcientious 
7 tcltimony againft the payment of uthes, upon 
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which account he had been a remarkable fuf-C HA P.. 
ferer, having been fpoiled of his goods from Ve 
time to time, during the {pace of thirteen years, Parga 
and moft of the time a prifoner. For tithes of LOR Is) | 
the value of about’ 4l. 10s. He had goods taken 
from him worth gol. he was imprifoned the fuc- 
ceeding year at Reading, and removed thence 
to the fleet-in London, where he lay a confide- 
rable time ; and laftly he was profecuted in the 
Exchequer, and commutted to prifon in Septem-./ 
ber, 1675, and kept there until he died in the. 
third month called May this year.. He had alfo 
taken from him by Ralph Whittler, his profe- 
cutor, goods worth 1561. for five or fix years 
tithes of a farm, the yearly value of which tithe 
had been formerly eftimated at no more than 
Mice 
-¢This year died alfo in Newgate, Richard Afh- Death of 
field of Stanes in, Middlelex, of whom his wi- ee 
dow gave the following account : 
“¢ After my dear hufband Richard Afhfield 
« was convinced of the Dbletfed truth, as it is 
“ in Jefus, he was often profecuted, by excom- 
‘© munications and feflions procels, for non-con- 
“¢ formity ; and in obedience to the command 
“ of Chrilt, refufing to take the oaths, was {e- 
‘¢ yeral times imprifoned, on which account he 
 glfo fullered a year’s imprifonment in 1665. 
“© Jn the year 1676 he was again excommuni-. 
“ cated for non-conformity, and refufing to pay 
¢ church rates (fo called.) By the vehement 
‘© inftigation of Edward Kempfhail, a writ of 
“© caplas was ferved on him, and he carried to 
‘, Newgate in the aith month, 1676, to the 
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CHAP.* great grief of many honeft people, who wept, 
ve when they took their leaves of him, it being 
“v™ <“ then a very cold feafon, and he aged about’ 
1677. © fixty-five years, and much troubled with a 
cough and phthific; this, to ufe his own 
words on his dying bed, was the occafion of 
fbortening his days. On the s1th of the roth, 
« month, 1677, he laid down his head, and re.. 
figned his foul and fpirit in perfect peace and 
<< joy of the Lord, into the hands of his faith 
cE EI Gi PTL ee i hs 
The nation in general appeared entirely difla-, 
tisfied with the government. The parliament 
was divided into two parties, the court and the 
country; fome were inlifted into the court-party, 
by offices; fome by penfions, and fome by in. 
clination.. Thefe who were for fupporting the’ 
meafures of the court, were now fanguine for, 3h 
enforcing penal laws again{t ‘ non-conformifts, » |) 
The moft aétive juftices were of this party, and’ 
in the execution of the laws feem to have cone, 
fidered the difpofition and mandates of the court, 
as the principal rule of ation, without giving, © 
much attention to the fuperior rule of right and, | 
equity. The country party, backed by popular, 
favour, had got the afcendency in the houte of, 
commons, and carried an addrefs to the king, 
difapproving of his attachment to France, and, 
requefting him to enter into an alliance with 
Holland, which he refented as an invafion of , 

his prerogative, and ordered them to adjourn. 
Marriageot Flowever being feafible that violent difcon. 
the Princefs tents prevailed in the nation, and feemed daily 
ial encreafing, he refolved by a popular aét to at- 


Prince of j , ; : : 
Orage. tempt allaying the ill humour, which his mifta- 
cen politics had produced, by marrying the 


Princels 
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Princefs Mary, eldeft daughter of the Duke OfCHAP. | 
York, (whom he had cauled to be educated -in Ve 
the proteftant religion) to the Prince of Orange, —~™ 
afterwards King William II. whereby a founda- 1677. 
tion was laid for the prefervation of the protel- 
tant Religion, and an exemption of the diflen- 
ters from the penalties to which they were now 
fubject. 

‘This year alfo died Archbifhop Sheldon, a de- | 
termined enemy to non-conformity, and a prin-— 
cipal promoter of the penal laws of this reign, 
and of their rigorous execution. He was fuc- 
ceeded by Sancroft, who feemed on fome occa- 
fons too much to copy after the fpirit of his 
predecellor. George Whitehead gives account: ° 
of a conference which he and William Crouch 
had with this laft-named prelate, in relation to 
the great fufferings of their friends by informers 3° 
that defcribing the infamy of their characters and » 
conduét; how numbers of them had for/worn 
themfelves, and deferved to be indicted for per- 
sury ; adding, what a difhonour it was to their’ 
church to employ fuch agents ; to force confor- ’ 
mity by plunder ; and how oppofite to the na- 
ture and defign of religion to ciye encourage- 
ment to villainy. Inftead of condemning and 
giving expeftation of difcouraging their vile - 
practices ; he feemed rather to apologize by hus . 
reply, which was that, there muf? be fome crooked 
timber ufed in building a fbip. Upon which 
George Whitehead aptly remarked, that the pa- 
rallel was by no means jut: Crooked timber 1s ' 
mott ufeful in building a thip ; but vicious charac- 
ters are fo far from being of ufe in building the 
church of Chrift, that they have no place there- 
in. What church is it (faith he) which is in 

danger 
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Violent 
party dif- 
{entions. 


Perfecution 
continued, 


OH here tT OLR-Y foro tre 


danger (as the cry is) when it wants fuch! 
crooked timber as rapacious informers to fup-' 
port it? gust 

Plenipotentiaries from the different ftates. at 
war being convened at Nimeguen this year toi 
treat of a peace, which after fome time took; 
place, Robert Barclay wrote an epiftle to them: 
in Latin, containing an exhortation to promote | 
the defirable end of their. meeting, and there- 


with fent his apology in Latin, to be delivered 


one to each of the faid plenipotentiaries, and 4 
one for each of their principals. bil 

From this time to the end of the king’s reign, » 
party heats grew more and more violent ;_ plots’ 


N 


real or fictitious profecuted with acrimony by they 
oppofite parties ; a fpirit of intrigue and hofti-i | 
lity influencing both court and country ; conti- | 
nual diflenfions between the king and_parlia-) 


ment, both ftruggling for power, which both‘) 
carried too far; furious fallies of rage and re-) 
venge, ‘to the almoft entire extirpation of tem-\ 


per, found judgment, wifdom and juftice; pri-\,. 


vate animofites and public confufion deform the's 
hiftory of the latter years of this reign. _ In the: 
mean time the diffenters in general and friends : 
in particular felt the hand of perfecution heavier 
than ever; the penal laws being in full force, ; 
and the execution of them in the hands of their | 
inveterate enemies, whofe hatred was new edged | 
by this temper of the times; for although the 
fociety attached themlelves to no particular pars?) 
ty, yet the parliament’s taking their fevere fuf- 
ferings under deliberation, elpecially thofe in. 
flicted on them as popifh recufants, and intend- ; 
ing their relief, was a fufficient reafon to fe 3 | 
rates 
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{trates fubfervient to the court; as well as to thec HAP. 
court, bifhops and clergy to confider them of — Vv. 


the oppofite fide, and treat them accordingly, ““v™ 
1678. 


Glo Hide Preiny V1, 


Frefh Solicitation for relief of Friends,—Difco- 
very of the Popifo Plot.—Roger Longworth 
committed to Prifon under pretext of being @ 
concealed Papi/t.—Privately difcharged.—Suc- 
- ceffive Difappointments in the Sale of difirain- 
ed Cattle.—Account of Ifaac Pennington.—Par- 
liament diffolved. — New Parliament fummon- 


ed. 


GEORGE Fox, after his return from Holland, © H A P. 
and vifiting the meetings of his friends in va- Y 
rious parts of England, came to London dur-“v~ 
ing the fitting of the parliament laft year, and wc Fo 
found his friends there engaged in frefh folicita- citation for 
tions to them for relief from profecutions by Prseys 
laws made only againit popith recufants 5 which 
although they were well known not to be, yet 
feveral malicious magiltrates took the advantage 
thereof, to profecute friends with feverity upon 
thefe ftatutes. George Fox, upon his arrival, 
joined thefe friends in their application, but a 
fudden prorogation put a {top to their proceed- 

Vou. ‘I. igre ings 
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Cc HA P.ings at that time. When the parliament met a- 


vi. 


gain, George Fox, William Penn, George 


“-v—~ Whitehead and others, renewed their applica- 


1678. 


Difcovery 
of the po- 
pith plot. 


tion for exempting their friends from the fevere 
penalties of thefe obfolete laws, which were ne- 
ver intended againft them; and they conceived 
fome hopes of relief, many of the members ma- 
nifefting a tender and compafhonate regard toward 
them, and a difpofition to relieve them, as be- 
ing convinced they fuffered grievoufly and very 
unjuftly, and that they were much mifreprefent- 
ed by their adverfaries. 

But the attention of the parliament was foon 
called off to a fubje&t of greater emergency, ot 
fuch as they looked upon in that light: It was 
about this time a difcovery was made of that 
called the popifh plot. When the parliament 
met, they made inquiry into the matter, and vot- 
ed their fenfe, ** that there was a damnable 
“© hellith plot contrived and carried on by po- 
‘¢ pifh reculants again{t the life of the king and 
“ the proteftant religion.’” Whatever objec- 
tions may be advanced to the characters and 
eredibility of the witnefles, as to many circum- 
{tances of this plot, yet it foon appeared that 
whillt the peaceable fociety of the Quakers, in 
common with other diflenters, were perfecuted 
under pretence of being feditious, riotous, con- 
trivers of plots in their religious aflemblies, 
without the leat caufe, and fubjected to the pe- 
nalties of laws made againft popifh recufants, 
from whom their principles were moft remote ; 
and while the church (lo called) was raifing a 
cry of its danger from the increafe of feCtaries ; 
that its real danger arofe from this party, who, 
under the favour and protection of the court, 

were 
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were meditating, and fanguine in their hopes, ¢ H A P. 


to re-eftablifh themfelves and their religion in 


England in its full power and fplendor. ‘To the ww 


fenfe of their danger the eftablifhed church at 
length began to be awakened ; and after a feries 
of oppretfion and perfecution in the exercife of 
the power in their hands, which they fondly 
thought they were eftablifhing, in the humbling 
of their antagonitts, they had the mortification 
to find they had been only tools to advance the 
yiews and hopes of this party, dividing and 
weakening the proteftant intereft ; and upon the 
difcovery, the moderate part were inclined to 
coalefce with the diffenters, in oppofition to the 
eftablifhment of popery, when it had hke to 
have been too late. 

But the magiftrates, who were of the high- 
church party, retained their malignity to dif- 
fenters, until their hands were manacled by 
law. Informers were encouraged to hunt after 
their prey, and the jultices as ready to convict, 


as they to inform. Profecutions by the aéts of 


Eliz. for 20l. a month, and the feizure of two- 
thirds of the annual rents, were multiplied againit 
the people called Quakers, as the moft expedi- 
tious mode of impoverifhing men of eftates. 
Advantage was taken of the alarm occafioned 
by the: rumour of the popifh plot, to encreafe 
the rigorous perfecution of a people of oppofite 
principles and conduét; under the fpecious pre- 
text of the neceflity, sn this feafon of danger, 
to exert additional vigilance In guarding again{t 
feditious aflemblies. And in order to turn the 
tide of the public temper again{t them, and ex- 
ofe them to the refentment and abufe of the 


undifcerning populace, fome members, whofe 
Ue refidence 
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Roger 
L.ongworth 
committed 
to prison as 
a fufpeSed 
papill, 
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refidence, occupations and manner of life were 
well known, were imprifoned, under a pretend- 
ed fufpicion of being papifts er concealed je- 
fuits, a character which, at this feafon, was in 
a peculiar manner the object of popular odium 
and averfion. 

‘Thus, while the nation in general was in 
confternation at the difcoveries of the plot, § 
the informers were puriuing their infamous oc- 
cupation, to the great detriment and oppref- 
fion of honeft men, which gave occafion to a 
writer of that time, who publifhed many parti- 
cular inftances of their management, to remark, 
that, truly the papifts may laugh becaufe of their 
victory, now they have a law, whereby one pro- 
teftant fights again/t another. 

Roger Longworth, of Bolton in Lancafhire, 
occafionally travelling into Chefhire, was by two 


officious jultices {ent to prifon by the following’ 


mittimus. 
COM. CHESTER SS. 


“‘ Forafmuch as by reafon of feveral ex- 
preflions, which we have, in Holme in the 
county of Chefler, heard from a ftrange per- 
“© fon, who calls himfelf Roger ].ongworth, of 
“¢ Bolton in the county of Lancafter, .we do 
fufpect the faid Roger Longworth is a papitt,. 
and thereupon we have tendered unto him 
“ the faid Roger Longworth the oath of obe- 
dience and the oath of fupremacy, both 
which oaths the faid Roger Longworth, be- 
ing above the age of eighteen years, hath 
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“ this day refufed to take, ‘Thefe are there-c HAP. 
© fore in his Majefty’s name to command and V1. 
“ require you forthwith, upon fight hereof, to “WY 
“receive into your cuftody’ the body of the 1678. 
© faid Roger Longworth, whom we have here- 

s¢ with fent you, and him therein fafely keep 

“ until the next general quarter feflions of the 

© peace to be held in and for this county of 

“ Chefter, without bail or mainprize. / For fo 

“ doing this fhall be your warrant. Given -un- 

“ der our hads and feals at’ Holme this 2oth 

«© day of February, Anno rni Caroli fecundi, 

#° &c. tricefimo, Annog. Dom. 1678-9. 


n 


ral 


< THOMAS MANWARING, Bart. 
« JEFFRY SHACKERLY, ‘Knt.” 


<©'To the Keeper of Chefter Caftle,??”: 
‘ i \ ‘ vbbee od 
After he had been left. in prifon about’-two privately 
months he was fet at liberty by a private ou tkhargtd. 
der from the faid juftice Manwaring. pat 

In Lincolnfhire we meet with a remarkable in- 
 ftance this year, of the light in’ which the fpoil 
made under the conventicle act was looked upon 
by many people, in the cafe of Thomas Robin- succefiive 
fon of Brant-Broughton, who: was fined by Sir Gisppoint 
Chriftopher Nevill gol. for being at a meeting at fug of dif- 
Beckingham, by whofe warrant he had taken from age aay 
him eighteen of his beft young fheep, one pair of 
{teers, four draught bullocks, and four fat bul- 
locks; worth 441. 11s. The four fat bullocks were 
fold to a butcher, who, hearing on what account 
they were taken, declined the bargain. .Next 


all the fteers and bullocks were driven to Gran- 
tham 
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c HA P.tham market, but no body would buy them; 


vi. 
ae 
1678, 


again the bullocks were fold for 271, to one 
Parker, but when he underftood, how they 
were come by, he would not be concerned with 
them. Then they drove the beafts to Lincoln, 
but could find no chapman, for the people, el- 
teeming them the {poil of confcience, would 


‘not buy them. At length the conftable drove 


Remark 
upon the 
interferenc 
of priefts. 


them all to Sir Chriftopher Nevill, by whofe 
warrant they were taken, who, finding no pur- 


chafer, and being unwilling to take them him- : 


felf, reftored them to the owner; for although 
he might think himfelf obliged by the duty of 
his oflice, and to avoid the penalty, to execute 
the law, he appears different from many other 


juftices of this age, to have been a man of too , | 


much honour, to feek his own advantage by the 
lofs of his neighbours. The chief promoter of 
this profecution was John Chapple, prieft of 
Brant-Broughton, who perceiving the conftable 
not forward in making diftrefles, and breaking 


up meetings, /ent him the before recited menacing ' 


Jetter*®. 


By fuch means the parifh officers were fome+ 


times impelled to att again{t their inclination, 
the priefts exciting the juftices to punifh by fines 
and imprifonment for negleét of duty, fuch of 
them whofe moderation and humanity rendered 
them reluétant to profecute or plunder their con- 
{cientious neighbours, ‘The repeated in{tances 
of fuch bufy interference of priefts, in promot- 
ing the execution of thefe penal laws, leave no 
room to doubt, that, notwithilanding the en- 
deavours ufed to exculpate the church, by 


* See note, page 302; 
throwing 
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throwing the odium of thofe perfecuting lawsC H A P. 
on the parliament, who enatted them, the clergy VY! 
were deeply concerned, both in the promotion “~V~ 


of thefe laws, and the fevere execution there- 


of. 


Buckinghamfhire, an honorable, ufeful and vir- 
tuous member of this fociety, departed this life. 
He was the eldeft fon of Alderman Pennington 
of London, a noted member ‘of the long parlia- 
ment, who] was nominated (but never fat) a- 
mong{t the King’s judges. And being heir to a 
a fair inheritance, his education was fuited to 
his quality and expectations in life, having all 
the advantages which the fchools and univerfities 
of his own country afforded him; and by his 
ftation in life at that time had the additional ad- 
vantage of improving himfelf in the converfation 
of fome of the moft knowing and moft confi- 
derable men of the age: His natural abilities 
enabled him to avail himfelf of thefe advantages; 
being a man of quick apprehenfion, an acute 
genius, found judgment and good underftand- 
ing. His difpofition was mild and affable, free 
from pride and affectation ; his common conver- 
{ation cheerful but guarded ; equally divefted of 
morofenefs and levity; tempering ealy affability 
with ferious gravity, he was no jefs pleafing in the 
manner, than inftructive in the matter, of his 
difcourfe. eS: 

His father’s ftatian in public employments, 
and his rank in life, opened him a fair profpect 
of worldly greatnels, if his views had been turn- 
ed that way; but actuated by higher and nobler 
confiderations, he was ‘nduced to relinquifh the 


fhort-lived glories of this world, as unworthy to 
engage 


Per ee 4 ‘ 1679. 
In'this year [aac Pennington, of Chalfont in eed of 


nington. 
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CHAP. engage the principal attention of man born to 
VI. immortality: He fteadiaftly believed in a future 
wy ftate; was early impreffed with a lively concep. 
1679- tion of the value of everlafting happinefs there- 
in, and early engaged in the arduous purfuit 
thereof. With Motes he chofe rather to fuffer 
allliction with the Lord’s people, than enjoy the 
‘ pleafures of fin for a feafon. i 
(fac Pen- For from his childhood he was religioufly in- 
nington 6 . . . . ne . ’ 
own ac- Clined, and incited in heart to a diligent fearch 
sount from ater the way to falvation. He prayed for what 
teftimony, he felt he wanted: He.was frequent in reading 
the fcriptures, and faithful in practifing, what 
‘thereby was manitefted to his underftanding, as 
the way he was fecking after, notwithftanding — 
he met with much reproach, oppofition and | 
other trials ; for he became the wonder of his (+4 
kindred and familiars for his awful frame of | 
mind, and his retired life; he much declining 
company that might interrupt his meditations 
and ferious attention to the great concern of his 
foul’s well-being: Yet he found ,peace and ac- » 
ceptance in a life and. practice of fincerity, ac 
cording to that degree of knowledge of the 
divine will, which he had attained unto. ' 
But in reading the fcriptures he perceived in 
himfelf, and the generality of profeffed chrif- 
tians, a great falling fhort of the power, ex- 
perience and fpiritual attainments, the fcriptures 
teftified to have been acquired in! former times; ' 
fo that the religion of that age, although high in 
profeflion, appeared to him (for the moft part) 
but a talk, in comparifon of what was enjoyed, 
poffefled and lived in by the primitive be- 
lievers. ’ 
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© Under this view he was led to feparate him-¢ H A P. 
{elf from the public worfhip he had ufually fre- Vv! 
quented, and join a felect fociety, amongft whom a 
he found a good degree of fincerity, and di- 1679. 
vine help near them: in many cafes; but, he 

writes, there was fomething wanting, and that 

they fell into a miftake; for that whilft they 

fhould have preffed forward into the fpirit and 

power of godlinefs, they ran too much outward 

into the letter and form; in confequence whereof 

they became darkened in their minds, and con- 

fafion and a diffolution fucceeded. 

Being now left alone, and connected with no 
vifible fociety, in a flate of darknefs and uncer- 
tainty, he fell under great trouble of mind for 
a long jeafon, fecretly mourning and praying to 
the Lord night and day. At lat he met with 
{ome of the writings: of the people called Qua- 
kers, which he caft a flight eye over, and threw 
afide with difdzin, ‘as falling ‘very {hort of that 
wiidom with which, he apprehended, the living 
faith, he was fearching after would be attended. 


At fome diftance of ‘time he had the opportunity {faac Pen~ 


of converiing with fome of them; and although atatfeiir’ 
(to ufe his own expreflions) they reached the life pehithes 

of Godin him, which life anfwered their dif- reitimony. 
courfé, and engaged his affeétionate regard to- 
ward them, yet ‘he feemed to have'that advan- 
tage over them ‘in the, power of reafoning, and 
fuperiority of underftanding, that he could not 
but view them in a contemptuous light, as a 
poor, weak and defpicable generation, that had 
fome fmatterings of truth in them, afd fome ho- 
neft defires towards ‘God, but very far off from 


the full underftanding of his way and will. 
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een anes 
1679. 
Alexander 
Parker's 
teflimony. 
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After a confiderable time of folitude, bemg 


invited to a meeting of this people at John 


Crook’s in Bedfordfhire, he went with a fixed 
difpofition and defire of heart to receive nothing 
as truth, which was not of God, nor withftand 
any thing which was. George Fox was at that 
meeting, who fpoke fo clearly to his ftate, in 
expounding the myftery of iniquity, and the 
golpel of peace and falvation, and with fuch 
energy, as gained his full affent ; and from that 
time forward he joined the people called Quakers 
in fociety, wherein for a feafon he under, 
went great fpiritual conflict, and much outward 
oppofition and reproach from his father, his re- 
lations, the people and powers of the world; 
yet through the virtue of that religion which 
he poflefled, he was {trengthened to retain his 
love and affection to them under all that he 
fuffered from them, 
It was in the year 1658 that he joined in com- 
munity with this fociety, and being well prepar; 
ed by the religious exercifes he had pafled 
through, previous to his convincement, as well 
as after, he foon became a very eminent and fer, 
yiceable member therein. His piety was mani- 
fefted in his humble and reverent adoration of 
God, and circumfpect converfation, as in his 
prefence; his benevolence and chriftian charity, 
in his diligence in vifiting and adminiftring to 
the diftrefled and affli€ted in body or mind; his 
hofpitality in opening his heart and houfe for the 
reception of the meflengers of peace ant for the 
religious meetings of his friends. ‘I’hrough his 
miniftry many were converted to the truth he 
had received, and many confirmed in it, his 
preaching being with divine authority, in the de- 
monttration 
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monftration of the fpirit and of power, He wascH 4 P, 
manifeftly endowed with the apoftolic qualifi-  V! 
cation of a bilhop, given to ho/pitality, apt ta ~~ 
teach. | 1679: 
His conduét and converfation were a feal to 
his minifiry, being an excellent pattern of piety, 
' “virtue and the ftri€teft morality, in every rela- 
tion and circumftance of life. In his own family 
he ruled well, and maintained his authority, not 
by aufterity, to which his mild temper was 
averle, but by an example of gravity, fteadi- 
nels and circumfpection of life, joined'to feafon- 
able inftructions and affecting exhortations to 
godlinels in the meeknefs of wildom. He was 
a moft affectionate hufband; a careful and ten- 
der father; a mild and gentle mafter ; a fincere 
and faithful friend; compaffionate and liberal to 
the poor; and affable and kindly difpofed to all 
he converfed with; ready to do good to all men, 
and careful to injure none. 
In this age, when virtue without conformity 
was treated as a crime, neither his rank in life, 
the benevolence of his difpofition, the integrity 
of his heart, the inculpable innocence of his 
demeanour, nor the univerfal efteem of his cha- 
raéter, had {ufficient merit with thofe in whole 
hands the power was lodged, to exempt him 
from the fuflerings attendant upon the profeflion 
he made. His imprifonments were many, and 
fome of them long andpfevere, ‘which he bore 
with great firmnels and ferenity, being fupport- 
ed by the teftimony of an approving heart, - 
and the confcioufnels of fuffering in a good 
caule. 
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His firft imprifonment was in Aylefbury jail, 
in the year 1661 and 1662, being committed 
from a meeting in his own houfe, where he was 
confined feventeen weeks, moftly in winter, in 
a cold and very incommodious room, without a 
chimney ; from which hard ufage his tender 
body contraéted a diftemper, fo violent, that for 
feveral weeks after he was not able to turn-in 
his bed. 

His fecond imprifonment was in the: fame 
jail, for the like caule, viz. meeting with his 
friends for divine worfhip, where he was again 
detained a priforncr about the fame {pace of 
time. Weg 
He was next imprifoned with fundry other 
friends upon an occafion, which gives us a rev 
newed in{lance of the arbitrary temper, and il- 
legal exertion of power of many of the juflices 
of this age. A friend of Amerfham being’ to 
be buried, feveral friends and others of the 
neighbourhood aflembled, as ufual, to atrend 
the funeral. it happened that one Ambrofe Ben- 
net, ajullice of peace, accidentally riding through’ 


the town, and hearing of this funeral, alighted | 


and ftaid until the corpfe was carrying to the 
grave with the company attending it ina peace 
able and folid manner, becoming the occafion: 
Upon which he ruthed out of the inn, attended 
by fome conttables and rude people, whom he 
had gathered about himggand having his {word 
drawn in his hand, ftruck one of the foremott 
of the bearers with it, commanding them to fet 
down the coilin; but they not being forward to 
comply with an order, for which he had no legal 
authority, as they were in no unlawful att; 
he violently puthed it off their fhoulders pe 
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the ftreet, and there left it to the annoyancec HA P. 


of all paffengers until the evening, when it was 


Vi. 


forcibly taken from the widow, and buriéd in Soa 


the unconfecrated part of the churchyard, as it 
is termed. 

Immediately after he had thrown down the 
cofin he ordered the con{tables and rabble to 
apprelrend ‘the company, whereupon they drag- 
ged or drove feveral of them to the inn: Then 
fending for another juftice to join him, they 
picked out ten of them, of which number Ifaac 
Pennington was one, and committed them to 
Aylefbury jail, though the juftices or prifoners 
could hardly tell for what. 


1679. 


Here they were detained until the aflizes, dur- Thomas 


ing which they were brought before judge Mor- 
ton, who being a morole paflionate man, treated 
them with rude and reviling language; but 
would neither hear them nor their caule, referring 
their-cafe to the jultices who committed them, 
who after the aflizes fent for them to their inn, 
and committed them again to prifon for one 
month, on the aét of banifhment. : 

He had fearce enjoyed his liberty more than 
3 month when he was taken out of lis own houfe 
in a manner even more arbirrary and ground- 
lefs than before, by military force. A rude fol- 
dier, without any other warrant than what he 
carried in his feabbard, took him before Sir Phi- 
lip Palmer, one of the deputy lieutenants of the 
county, who fent him with a guard of foldiers 
to Aylefbury jail, with a very unufual kind cf 
mittimus, importing that the jailer fhould receive 
and keep him in fafe cuflody during the PLEAS 
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¢ Hap. bibed a particular antipathy to this inoffenfive 
VI. man, to that degree, that although it was the 
~ year of the plague, which had reached that 
1679» town, and the jail was fuppoled to be infected, he 
could not be prevailed upon, by the interceflion 
of a perfon of confiderable rank and authority 
in the county, to permit him to remove to ano- 
ther houfe in the town, until the jail was free 
from infection: Afterwards a prifoner dying in 
the jail of the plague, the jailer’s wife, in the 
abfence of her hufband, gave him hberty to re- 
move into another houfe. At laft, by the inter-' 
pofition of the Earl of Ancram, he was difcharg- 
ed, after fuffering an imprifonment of three 
quarters of a year, at the apparent hazard ofhis 4 
life. ee 
But before the end of a month another party 
of foldiers from the faid Philip Palmer, as re- 
ported, by order of the Earl of Bridgewater, 
came to his houfe, feized him in bed, and car- 
ried him to the fame jail again, where without , 
any apparent caufe, or any offence objected to 
him, he was imprifoned in rooms fo damp and 
unhealthy as greatly endangered his life, throw. 
ing him into a diftemper in which he lay weak 
feveral months. During his long confinement 
he was never called for at the feflions or afhze, 
but by fome illegal means returned on the ca- 
lendar to remain in prifon. At length being re- 
moved by Habeas Corpus to the King’s Bench 
Bar, when he appeared there, and no caufe of » 
his imprifonment appearing, the court releafed 
him in 1668, with plain indications of furprize, 
that a man fhould be imprifoned, and fo long 
kept in prifon, for nothing. 
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- Laft of all he was imprifoned at Reading TOGA Dae 


1670. In the exercife of chriftian charity and 
fraternal fympathy, he had come thither to vifit 
his friends in prifon there; and report of his 
vifit being made to that rigid and intplacable 
magiftrate Sir William Armourer, he caufed him 
to be brought before him, and committed him 
to prifon, in company with his friends, whom 
he came to vifit. 

Here he continued a prifoner a year and three 
quarters, being condemned in a fentence of pre- 
munire, under which he lay, it is probable, un- 
til releafed by the king’s letters patent in the year 
1672, 

Being through divine affiftance preferved ftead- 
faft in the faith, through all his. trials, inward 
and outward, in a life and converfation blamelefs 
among men, and in the faithful difcharge of a 
good con{cience in the fight of God, by a long 
life of virtue and piety, he was well prepared 
for his diffolution, which happened on_ the 8th 
of the 8th month, 1679, inthe fixty-third year 
of his age, at Goodneftone Court in Kent, be- 
ing a farm belonging to his wife, where he 
was taken ill of a fharp and painful diftemper, 
which terminated his exiftence in the body : 
But the anguifh of his bodily pain gave no fhock 
to his internal peace, fo well eftablifhed before ; 
he died, as he lived, in the faith that overcomes 
the world. His body was conveyed to London, 
and from thence to his houte in Buckingham- 
fhire ; from whence his funeral was attended by 
a great number of his friends and neighbours, 
whofe affeGtionate efteem, on account of his in- 
nocent and virtuous demeanour, he had gene- 
rally engaged. 

The 


Vi. 


1679. 


the 28FAAUL axste9 B1TOMT | 


.! __ tom unhook me raagagle ip Se 
————" AY mene cnithids to wines sdpa 1 
(Ky oN Hee ot ith anes bade eedinqregi emer 
~ 088 “vid io roger fas polls osig shasit sid 
wdioshini box bigit ths ots iv 
(ud bole sol ~erwemrh aneilliW 18 91s i 
wh bovikewey hee ald swisd idyuord o 
mele ebitvith wal dew qoagmo> mo chaling oF 
tiv 63 smi od 
sah bas ty s maactlyg © beumitacs od ovali 
o1g 14 oancuas « a) bansnebaos anisd etTST Rp 
“fa wtilidong af i eal od dytlw tobe sthawee 
Way ail: Mi igang exoital 2\yuicd sd) yd balsolet lit 


-beolt latroterg sonalits snivib dynos y 
Mawor ,aletry aid Me Anvow! hla odd ni ed 
tisiewold eetube vas bre Sit sc «bvawtue bag 
&. ty sy nntvbb luldriet at ai bee save yong — 
qmol # yl bot? Io wgil aft ai sonsishaos bor 

| Lerteqeeg How sew. ad yyasiq bate suntr to at 
O18 gi) qo boasqaad doidw .noltulonily sid sl 
way hiti-yred odt oi ,pyda ydinvar ds@ say Ye 
“ad gtted, ai twald onblisaboot) te soue-eid Io 
ail stg .otte «id ot gniynolsd ons 


*  <@tvud:lyton Ling “abraikt low a. 


ont | ~boyegos vie 


448 ‘ HiselO RY or THe 


cHaAp. The jealoufies and miftrufts which the par. 
vi. liament, with the reft of the nation, had im- 


—\— bibed, of the meafures and defigns of the court,, 


1679. from the time of the confederacy with France, 
which had been encreafing ever fince, were well. 
nigh blown into a flame, by their enquiry into, 
and the evidence they received, of the popifh 

plot. They pafled a new teft aét this year, dif’ 
abling all perfons of that religion from fitting in 


either houle of parliament. ‘Vhe Duke of York ° 


with difficulty got himfelf exempted ; but their 
fears of popery had made fuch impreffions on 
the minds of the parliament, that they conceiv- 
Parliament ed a defign to exclude the Duke from fucceflion 
ie. to the crown, as being a papilt; upon this ac- 
eighteen” count and their fucceeding fteps in the profecu- 
i tion of Danby, the king finding the oppofition 
in the two houfes was grown too ftrong for con- 
troul, prorogued the parliament, and afterwards 
diffolved it, near cighteen years after it was 
chofen. ' 
New par- A new parliament was fummoned to meet 
lament. early this year. The king exerted his endea- 
yours to influence the elections, but the temper 
of the times defeated his utmoft efforts. ‘The 
fears of popery fo thoroughly poflefled the peor 


ple, and the jealouly of the king and. duke’s | 


having @ defign to introduce it, that they thought 
the fafety of the nation depended upon the elec- 
tion of a parliament that would have Ipirit and 
abilities to counteract fuch pernicious — pro- 
jects. * The prefbyterians were fill numerous 
in the corporations, and are reprefented to have 
been very active in conjunction with the anti 
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courtiers, in turning the elections againft the 
court intercft. ‘This conduét feems to have en- 
creafed the king’s difguft againft them and the dif- 
fenters in general, and to have fharpened the ex- 
ecution of the penal laws. ‘The new parliament 
proceeded in the defign of excluding the Duke 
of York from the crown; the king propofed 
expedients to moderate their warmth, by of- 
fering to agree to almoft any reflrictions but 
altering the fucceffion. The commons, not ta 
be fatisfied with any expedients fhort of a to- 
tal exclufion, pafled a bill for that purpofe, 
which the lords rejected by a confiderable ma- 
jority; the bench of bifhops, lefs afraid of po- 
pery, which dignified their order, than of the pref- 
bytery, which rejected it entirely, were molt of 
them on the fide of the court. 
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Priefts of Aberdeen endeavour to fiir up Per- 
fecution in vain.—Alexander Skein and ‘Fobn 
Meffer convinced.—New Efforts of the Prie/ts 
to flir up Perfecution.—The King’s Declaration 
of Indulgence ftops their Proceedings.—<Account 
of Alexander Faffray.—Public Difpute at Aber- 
deen.— Advantage taken of an Order of Coun- 
cil to imprifon Friends.—The Prifoners called 
before the Commiffioners.—Their Defence.— 
Several fined one quarter of their valued Ef- 
tates.—Others in different Sums of Money. 


c nar LHE prielts of Aberdeen, whofe repeated 
VII- attempts to ftir up the magiftrates to perfecute 
“~™ the Quakers, had been, by the moderation of 
eae Ue the latter, moftly fruftrated, continued their 
Aberdeen virulent endeavours to excite the civil power to 
Saat proceed againft them with rigour ; but had ftill 
perfecution the mortification to meet with a difappointment 
wnvain of their aim and withes. For upon the coming 
of the judges to Aberdeen in their circuit, the 

prieft Meldrum, of whofe inimical popu 
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this people feveral inftances are already related, * ¢ HA P 
in his fermon before the judges, at the opening VII 
of the court, reprefented them, inthis tual 
manner, as a mot dangerous and pernictous EPRI MATE 
endeavouring to prepollets the judges, and ex- 
cite them to exercife the utmott feverity againft 
them. Not. fatisfied with this, he, in company 
with his colleague, John Menzies, waited upon 
the judges at their chambers, where they met 
with the bifhop, to them they complained that 
the magiftrates of Aberdeen had feveral times 
broke up the Quakers meetings, had imprifoned, 
fined and even banifhed fome of them ; and yet 
were not able to fupprefs them. Upon which 
the judges afking, “ What they would have them 
« do farther?” Menzies made a propofal fo 
cruel, that the bifhop was afhamed, and the 
judges would return no anfwer. And when 
fome of the faid people, who were cited, did 
appear before them, they declined pafling any fen- 
tence concerning them, orto give any countenance 
to the purpofes or defigns of the priefts, which 
they clearly faw to be malicious. 
When Alexander Skein, together with John Alexander 
Mefl ho was convinced about the mes nee 
efler, who V as ME John Mef- 
time, left the communion of their church, the ft convine- 
: ed, which 
four priefts of Aberdeen were greatly alarmed, occafioned 
infomuch that upon their joint folicitations the date dae 
bifhop convened a fub-fynod, who met fhortly prietts to 
after, and drew up an addrefs to the king’s coun- ieee 
cil at Edinburgh, and fent two of their number 
to prefent it, petitioning the council to take fome 
effectual courje to -urb and rid the land of the 
Quakers, who were encreafing among them. The 
deputies from the fynod fpared not their utmolt 


2 endeavours 
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CHA P.endeavours to obtain fome frefh order from the 
vil. council againft the Quakers, but met with frefh 


“v~ difappointment, the council only referring them ' 


1671. 


The king’s 
declaration 
of indul- 
gence {tops 
their pro- 
ecedingss. 


to a precedent act of parliament which ordained 
that ** all, who withdrew from their parith 
“© church, be admonifhed by the preachers before 
“ two fuflicient witneffes, and then after three 
“¢ firft days abfence they be fined one eighth 
“* of their valued rents.” Returning to Aber- 
deen, thcefe deputies reported the iffue of their 
application to the town-council, upon hearing of 
which the provoft made this remark, ‘* What 
“© fignifies all this? we had this before: Take 
© you care to do your own work, and we _fhall 
«© do ours.” Twa of them, George Meldrum 
and David Lyall, therefore immediately fet about 
their part of bringing this at into force againit 
this people, and were bufily engaged in per- 
forming their monitory office from houfe to 
houfe, when the king’s declaration of indulgence 
to all non-conformifis in 1672 reached Aber- 
deen, and puta {top to their proceedings at that 
time. 

The faid declaration of indulgence came very 
feafonably to prevent the execution of an act 
of council, which the priefts had prevailed upon 
the magiltrates of Aberdeen to. pafs, by which 
they had refolved ‘ that no Quaker fhould be 
<< inade a burgefs or freeman of that city,” and 
that “ whofoever received a Quaker into his 
“© houfe without leave of the magiltrate fhould 


« be fined ss. And that if any perfon fhould 
« Jet an houfe for Quakers, either to meet or 


ta 
a 


dwell in, he fhould be fined five hundred 
Scottifh marks.” 
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About the fame time the Quakers in thisc HA P- 
kingdom received relicf from fuffering, mat (ee 
cafe wherein their brethren in other parts were Tid 
greatly expofed thereto, it having been. the 1671 
fettled cuftom and legal practice in that nation, 
in fuing for a debt, where proof failed, to put 
the defendant to clear himfelf upon oath: This 
cuftom expofed the Quakers, who could not 
{wear in any cafe, to be made a prey by ill de- 
figning perlons profecuting them frequently for 
unjuft claims. ‘The judges, perceiving the ad- 
vantage this confcientious fcruple gave their an- 
tagonifts in fuch fuits, regarding their cafe with 
the equity becoming their ftation, humanely de- 
termined that a fimple declaration of the truth 
fhould be accepted from that people in fuch 
caules. . 

The priefts of Aberdeen, difappointed in j672. 
their vindidtive endeavours againft the living, 
vented their fenfelefs indignation againft the 
dead. By their influence on the magillrates, 
they procured the demolifhing the walls of a 
burying eround, which the people called Qua- 
kers had purchafed with their own moncy, and 
wherein a child had been buried a few days 
before. The body of this child, after three 
days interment, by order of the provoll and 
bailiffs, was taken out of the ground, carried to 
a village called Futtie, and interred there. But 
an idle rumour being raifed among filly people, | 
as if the Quakers had impofed upon the magi- i 

| 


ftrates, by taking out the child’s body, and fill- 
ing the coffin with fomething elfe, they ordered 
the coffin to. be broken open, and the child’s 1 
body, though fo long dead, was obferved to | 
bleed. .A wonderful bufinels truly to Di i 
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HISTORY oF THE 


C HAP.the attention of magiftracy! as it little im. 


Vil. 


ported to the prefervation of peace or the pub- 


S~v— lic where the remains of an innocent child was 


1672. 


1673. 


laid. hey neverthelefs continued this unmean- 
ing and offenfive practice of removing every 
body that was interred, until a reprefenration 
being made to the king’s council, a private 


‘ check was given thereto, by which a ftop was 


put to this uncommon inhumanity, and the 
dead bodies fufiered to lie undifturbed, . 

Notwithftanding all the endeavours of the 
priefts to fupprefs the growth of this rifing fo- 
ciety, and to excite the civil power to rigorous 
meafures again{ft them, to the repeated difap- 
pointments of their defires, they had the addi- 
tional mortification to fee feveral more of their 
hearers falling off from them, and encreafing 
the number of this hated fociety. For about 
the beginning of this year Andrew Jaffray and 
feveral others of Aberdeen and parts adjacent, 
being convinced of this people’s principles, join- - 
ed themfelves to their fociety.. This freth provo- 
cation incited the pricfts to renew their attempts 
to fubjeét them to perfecution ; by their inftiga- 
tions the provoft and other magiitrates came to 
the meeting on the 6th of the 3d month, and 
took the names of all prefent, both men and 
women, fending a lift thereof by William Gor- 
don, their agent, to the king’s council. He ex- 
ecuted his commiffion with the utmoft afiidu- 
ity. But fhortly after he went from Aberdeen 
to Leith to hear a fermon, in the time where- 
of he was neceflitated to ga out, and at the end 
thereof was found dead. 
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Upon the folicitations of the faid Williamc A P. 


Gordon, the council fent a fummons by a mel- 
fenger to nineteen of the faid people to appear 


before them, and fined them ; the feveral fines’ 


being afligned to one Hugh Nelfon, an apothe- 
cary in Edinburgh, while he was bufy ina pro- 
cefs at law for the recovery thereof, a proclama- 
tion was iffued by the King’s commiffioners and 
council, remitting all penalties or fines for mon- 
conformity, except fuch as were already paid or 
fecured. This. cleared the Quakers, for their 
principle prevented them from paying their fines, 
or in any manner compounding for them. Thus 
the malicious attempts of their adverfaries were 
ftill fruftrated. 

The magiftrates notwithftanding continued 
their application to the council; and the priefts 
ftrenuoufly folicited Archbifhop Sharp’s patro- 
nage ; alledging that ‘* the ies {chifm was 
“¢ prejudicial to the intereft of the church, and 
« that by ufing a feparate burying place they 
‘* prevented the payment of the fees cuftomary 
«¢ on thefe occafions.” But this complaint, when 
laid before the council, was effectually obviated 
by the reprefentation of the faid people, con- 
cerning the inhuman practice of their adverfa- 
ries in taking the dead bodies out of their graves, 
as before related. The council, upon hearing 
both fides, did not think proper [0 interpofe 
their authority in this cale ; fo the priefts were 
difmiffed, and returned home again, without at- 
taining their purpofe. 

‘This year died Alexander Jaflray of Kingf- 
well, who was born in the city of Aberdeen, 
where he became in procels of time a citizen of 
the firft rank ; ferved the office of chief ae 

rate 


Vil. 
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1673. 
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CLEGATR: 


Vil. 
Rae pee 


1673. 
Piety pio- 
moted. 


Twit iO RY OF THe 


{trate and was one of the commiflioners deputed 
to treat with Charles II]. at Breda in Holland in 


1650. Being religioufly inclined from his youth, 


he early in life departed from the religion of 
his education, and joined in fellowfhip with the 
prefbyterians from confcientious motives; but 
obferving the diiference of their conduct, when 
they had wrefted the government into their own 
hands, from what it appeared to him when he 
firft joined with them, that inftead of that ap- 
parent humility and deteftation of perfecution, 
which they feemed~to difcover while fuffering 
under it irom the former powers, they in their 
turn alfo betrayed a fpirit of arrogance, rigid- 
nefs and intolerance towards others, in the ex- 
ercife of the power they had got into their 


hands; from the like confcientious motive he: 


left them, and went over to the independents ; 
but their ambition, their eager grafping at pow- 
er, and abufing it, betraying the infincerity of 
their fpecious profeflion of purity in religion, 
gave him fuch difgutt that he left them alfo. 
And thus difcovering, in the various profeffions, 
more of the plaufible appearance, than the rea- 
lity of pure religion, he detached himfelf for 
fome years from joining in any religious fociety, 
walking alone in folitary anxiety, unul he heard 
of a people newly raifed up in England, who 
preached up the light, grace and good fpirit of 
Chrift in their own hearts, as the moft certain 
teacher and leader into all truth, the tidings 
whereof gave him great joy. And after delibe- 
rate enquiry concerning the tenets and manner 
of life of this people, he felt his heart much 
pofleffed with fentiments in their favour, 
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In this difpofition of mind he heard Willamc HAP. 
Dewfbury, by means of whofe miniftry and Vil. 
converfation, being more fully fatisfied that the ~~ 
practice ‘of this people correfponded with their 1673- 
profeffion, as their principles did with truth, he 


. 


joined them in fociety, which nothing fhort of 
real conviction of the rectitude of their princi- 
ples and practice, and a perfuafion of duty could 
have prevailed with him to do, in a time and 
place where he was held in high repute and ef- 
teem, and this people in as great contempt and 
(through milreprefentation ) in dilrepute. So 
that in joining them his fincerity was put to a fe- 
vere trial, it being a crofs even as bitter as 
death: Yet for the preferving inviolate the tef- 
timony of a good conicience, he was indued 
with fortitude to relinquifh his power, honour 
and repute, poffeflions of high eftimation a- 
mongft men, for fulferings, contempt and per- 
fecution, in order to embrace truth, and pro- 
cure lafting peace to his mind, 

His defeétion from them alarmed and exaf- 
perated the pricfts, who were almoft inceflant 
in their endeavours .to excite the magiftrates to 
exert their authority to reprets this rifmy tery ¢ 
the rank he had before held in their city, and 
in their eftimation, did not exempt hin from 
his fhare in the fufferings to which this people 
was expofed at that time; but he ftood faith- 
ful to his teftimony to the lait, and valiantly 
contended for the truth he proietled, in fundry 
conferences with the bifhop of Aberdeen, and 
the preachers of that city. 

He was taken fick the latter end of the 4th 
month, 1673, and during his ficknels exprefled 
f his joy and comfort in that trying fealon, 
: (74 that 
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cH AP. © that he had been counted worthy to bear tef- 


timony to, and fufler for the precious teltt- 


“~~~ “ mony of Chrilt’s inward appearance, by his 


1675. 


Public dif 


pure aut 
Aberdeen. 


“‘ light, grace and good {pirit, which convinceth 


“ feflors, that they had flighted, defpifed and 
‘* hated the light, and the witnefles thereunto.” 

He alfo left this prediction among his friends, 
that a winnowing and trying time was coming 
among them, whereby hypocrites fhould be dil- 
covered and made-manifeit, but that a faithful 
remnant fhould be preferved, and brought 
through the fiery trial. This was judged to 
be plainly verified in the futicrings, which with, 
in three years happened to the faid people at 
Aberdeen. He fignified that the fling of death 
was taken away; being, through his mercy 
who loved him, made ealy to him, as a defira- 
ble paflage to a better ftate: A little before his 
departure, his expreflions and the comfortable 
frame of his mind, expretlive of his lively hope, 
under the fecling of divine goodnels, owning 
and fupporting him in his laft moments, greatly 
alle€ted thofe who were prefent, and foon, by a 
very eafy paflage, he was removed out of this 
life, and laid down his head in full affurance of 
a glorious immortality. 

On the 14th of the 2d month, 1675, a pub- 
lic difpute was held at Aberdeen between Ro- 
bert Barclay and George Keith on one part, 
and fome ftudenis of divinity, fo called, on the 
other: ‘The occafion whereof was this, Robert 
Barclay, in order to refcue the fociety, of which 
he was become a member, from the odium un- 
der which they lay, through ipeerreientanon’ 
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of fin, and that it was and would be the con. 
«© demnation of many, particularly of the pro-. 
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» of their principles from the pulpits, as errone-C H  P. 
4 ous and heretical, publifhed his Vheles, which  V!I. 
were the groundwork of his apology, giving a ““Y™ 
| prief and plain account of the principles of the 1675- 
faid people, that the public might have a fair 
opportunity of confidering thofe principles can- 
didly in themfelves, and not under the veil of 
milreprefentation, in which they were drefled 
by adverfaries ; at the end of which he made a 
propofal, offering to defend thefe principles in 
thofe places, where they had been fo mifrepre- 
fented, and again{t thofe perfons who had fo 
often traduced them. But none of thefe, viz. 
the public preachers, choofing to accept the pro- 
pofal, as beneath them to concern themfelves 
therein, that is, by a fober and fair difcuflion of 
thefe principles to inform themfelves what they 
really were, although it was not beneath them to 
milreprefent them unknown, and vilify thofe who 
profefied them behind their backs, where they 
could have no proper opportunity to vindicate 
themfelves. ‘Vherefore this method feems to 
have been pitched upon, to felect fome from a- 
mong the ftudents, to take up the caufe, as of 
tliemfelves, that if the Quakers fhould have the 
advantage, the confequence would be immaterial, 
in a conteft with young men. ‘Ihe Quakers 
were under no obligation to join iffue with thefe 
youths, as it was not to them, but to the public 
preachers, who propagated the mifreprefenta- | 
tions, the propofal was made, But as they were 
not afraid of meeting the greateft and ableft of | 
their preachers, fo the truth, they thought, led 
them not to defpife any, who might be inclined ] 
|! 


to treat with them on the reafon of their hope, 
with the fobriety becoming ‘the ferioufnels of the 
fubjedt. 
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HISTORY OF THE 


CHAP. fubjedt. The difpute was accordingly held; but 


Vil. 
Ne need 
1675. 


terminated, as fuch difputes generally do, in 
tumult and diforder, the ftudents handling fe- 
rious fubjects with unbecoming levity, and vainly 
triumphing in a victory they had not obtained ; 
but having numbers on their fide, ufed clamour 
and perfonal abufe, by wounding them with clods 


‘and {tones, arguments too hard for them to with. 


1676. 


ftand, finifhed the Uebate for that time. But 
the refult proved on which fide the advantage 
lay, for four of the ftudents prefent, but not 
difputants, were at that time fo fully convinced 
of the reafonablenefs of the Quakers principles, 
that they joined them in fociety. 

* The council at Edinburgh having iffued a 
declaration, reinforcing former acts of parliament 


* The Duke of Landerdale, one of Charles’s minifters 
diftinguiihed by the name of The Cabal, aman reprefented as 
tyrannical, vindictive and implacable, was at this time velt- 
ed with the chara@er and the power of king’s commif- 
fioner, in which capacity he conduct-d himfelf with arbi- 
trary fway, and influenced the parliament to pafs two atts, 
which were of the utmoft confequence to the civil and_reli- 
gious liberties of the kingdom. By the one, it was declared, 
that the fettling all things with regard to the external go- 
vernment in the church was inthe crown. ‘That whatever 
related to ecclefiaftical meetings, matters and perfons, were 
to be ordered according to fuch directions, as the king fhould 
fend to his privy council: And that thefe being publithed by 
them fhould have the force of laws. “The other aét related 
to the militia. Lauderdule by degrees became abfolute mi- 
nifter in Scotland, and in 1670 had a fevere Jaw enacted a- 
gainft conventicles, Ruinous fines were impofed both oa the 
preachers and hearers in meetings held in houfes ; but field 
conventicles were fubjected to the penalty of death and 
confifeation of goods. It is to be obferved by thefe conven- 
ticles were principally meant the covenanters, and that che 
Quakers (who were an inconfiderable number) did not el- 
teem themlelves included. Hume. 
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againft conventicles, and recommended the ex-c H A P. 
ecution to the fheriffs and magiftrates of cor- VII. 
porations, although the “proclamation was ex- v~ 
prefsly relative to {uch as were outlawed by the, 1676. 
council ; yet the priefts and rulers of Aberdeen qreset 
made an handle thereof to opprefs the Quakers, perso 
whom they well knew to be sone of the per- , 
fons intended therein. So rath and precipitate ise 
was their malice, that as foon as they had in- este 
formation of the council’s declaration they had eee 
Not patience to wait for the regular notification 
thereof; but before it came into their hands, or 

was proclaimed at Aberdeen, they took from 

the meeting there, on the rath of the month 

called March, twelve of the members, and com- 

mitted them to prifon in the new Yolbooth; and 
continued the like practice from time to time 
afterwards for the fpace of two months, by 

which time they had encreafed the number of 
prifoners to thirty-four. 

‘Afier fome time the prifoners received a fuin- The pri- 
mons to appear before the Earl of Arrol, the 
Farl Marfhal, and Sir John Keith, three of the commilii- 
privy council appointed commullioners to put aes 
Fn execution the acts of parliament made again{t 
the keeping conventicles, before whom being 
called accordingly, a long libel was exhibited 
again{t them, reciting the heads of the acts of 
the parliament convened the 18th of June 1670 
againft conventicles and withdrawing from the 
public worship. The libel being read, was to 
be enforced by Patrick Hay (the only lawyer 
who could be procured to plead againft them) 
but his oratory failing him, his plea was confin- 
ed to this brief query, who gave you leave to 

preach ? 
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c HAP. preach? which, for want of pertinent matter, he 


Vil. 
wy 
1676. 


Prifoners, 


defence. 


repeated feveral times over. 

The witneffes produced againft the prifoners 
were partly divinity ftudents of Aberdeen, who 
came to their meetings on purpofe to inform a- 
gainft them, and partly the magiflrates who 
took them into cuftody. Againit both thefe 
David Barclay objected, as infuthicient evidence; 
the former as parties in the crime, and as having 
manifefted themfelves to be prejudiced perfons 
by a late publication, wherein they had malici- 
oufly and unjultly accufed them of blafphemy 
and treafon ; and the latter as being thofe who 
put the law in execution, and therefore ought 
not to be accufers in the fame caufe. ‘The com- 
miffioners however over-ruled thefe objections, 
and accepted the evidence of thofe witnefles, 

The prifoners in confequence exhibited their 
defence in writing to the court; fignifying that 
they apprehended themfelves not to be compre- 
hended in the a€ts recited in the libel, as not 
failing under the defcription of thofe intended 
by the act; the reafon afligned for which being 
to prevent (edition and rebellion, and for that 
part which prohibits field conventicles, becaufe 
they are termed a rendezvous of rebellion, tend- 
ing in an high meafure to the difturbance of the 
public peace, did not c mprchend them, who 
are a peaceable people im principle and practice; 
that thay were well informed that when the ac 
was framing, enquiry was made whether the 
Quakers were to be comprehended in the act ? And 
that the * Duke of Lauderdale faid, it was only 

to 


* While this appears as an inflance of that abfolute fway 


which the Duke of Lauderdale Kad eflablidied to himfelf an 
Scotland, 
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to curb the prefbyterians in’ the weft. That thec HAP. 


king’s council did never ¢xecute any of the 


Villon 


faid acts againft any of their friends in that ~~~ 


_ city; nor in any place in the fouth and weft of 
Scotland, where there were frequent mectings 
of their friends in feveral places, which had 
been held unmolefted ever fince the acts were 
made.: ‘That although feveral of their friends 
were apprehended and imprifoned upon the if- 
fuing of the late proclamation, yet they were 
fet at liberty a few ,days after, upon furcty to 
appear when called for, and have ever fince 
kept their meetings, in Edinburgh particularly, 
without being called in queftion by the council ; 
that they prefumed therefore they would mect 
with no other meafure from the king’s council 
there. That the magiftrates of Aberdeen had 
kept them near three months in prifon, without 
proper authority from any aét of parliament 
cited or proclaimed fince, of which illegal re- 
flraint they hope the king’s counfellors will take 
notice, and prevent the like for the future, That 
their meetings have no tendency to fedition, 


Scotland, ovet a parliament which was fo abject as to frame 
and model their aéts at his nod, and adapt them rather 
to his will and pleafure than the public good, it may appear 
perhaps alfo, as if the Quakers, to fave themfelves, were 
pointing out thefe prefbyterians as proper objects of perfe- 
eution: But itis certain they were enemies to perfecution in 
every fhape, againft others as well as themfelves; and al- 
though they thought it hard, and not without reafon, that 
they were not only punifhed by laws inade againtt them, 
but alfo by laws never meant againtt them, yet they fre- 
quently declared that they envied none the liberty they en- 
joyed, nor wanted the penal laws io be turned again{l any; 


but withed to all che full enjoyment of liberty of con- 


{cience. p 
rebellion 


1676. 


eee 


————— 


— 
—— 


105 CNGAAUD Gants BIIORT” 


sik oft edly flee she ag abe Slarg, oct iio af 
“0 ol de yeni tote Lire 10> % 
——' Jul) nee ieia sogl ty yas Bnlgge abe 
“WUE To Neer bak titel alt wl oedy qos ab aen §yilo. 
iyirivsar Wenient yaw seit oredw ,brshosd 
hou Hortus” ennai litoesl al phat tot Yo 
stow te sth santo helislomny hisd ged 
shoal tied to lenwst devodiie wdt + shear 
“ip ot miu Dedieteend Lan pe mens p a4 
Sey dt joy  potiermatoog onal Sth Jo gamut 
od yrarut Wige eae veal wel a Yyodil as sat 
*6O. tava ated hon rol belles asdiy 

rvituleaiieg derudsibA ol epatrwom vied 
ciramiios aay yl moifvup ni Belles yeied sucdtive | 
Nad hiner youll swistdy bemeiss qa) tails 
lionvos eyed ait moll swiesm teria og diiw 
beyl isbrds ta esti sit. matt “otal : 
var cenitiry ut adem steels Genes seals iqad 
\  Atemenihey We is yar jet yirobug Soqoiq: 
tied abidw Yo soni bomighoarg. to boris 
vill Liv stellslnves agai yt oqort ysdr dainah: 
rol seenll see yt ode wil} lyst bas saison 
aia ey yoasbas) of ved amidjoorm, sist |) 
sieht ce Toide Ul caw doldw saaualtved » Yeve handiosd © 
Tiree weet wate ar wae Sad nei ae 

TREE Yury Hh gh whis ‘a ra 
| i mesos oak ” geting oi i 

+ » "Qo, ts eneies 

“i ut Be O11 obeekD srw perked ast wd lao 


“iw hte (eilsiast a tow of tate ditene seq 
sud ~weihew spn dune, ned fers qual 
Jou wrsw 


oountla shaw awnl yd bordinag 
~+f Potega waom wee, | 
“ae elle hed ch Kae ee } note Lhe 


the Wen Kegiat wf wi ssl od a ry 
wa Wow To summons Md) ly the oe baltiw: 


Gillats4 


i 


4604 Heleo. 2 LOTR YY. 2or “THE 


c HA P.rebellion or violence ; but are held merely out 
vil. of duty to God, who had forbidden them ta 
ae OATES BATHE themfelves together ; had 
ed them to ftand fteadfalt in the h- 
berty wherewith Chrift had fet them free, and 
to pray everywhere. It was from confcientious 
perfuafion alone that they duril not forfake 
their meetings, and not out of any contempt 

of authority. 

After an hour or two fpent by the court in 
deliberation on this defence, the prifoners, who 
had been ordered to withdraw, being called 
one by one, were feverally aiked,. whether they 
qwould oblige themfelves not to go any more to mect- 
ings, which every one of them refufing to do, 
they were again ordered to withdraw, and after 
fome time being called again, the fentence of 


several fin- the court was read to them, whereby David Bar- 


ed onc- 


fourth of.» Cla¥yo Alexander Gellie, Robert Burnet, Alex- 
their velued ander Harper, Alexander Skein, Andrew Jaf- 
‘ fray and Alexander lorbes were fined each in 
one-fourth of their refpective valued rents for 

their own keeping conventicles, and an eighth 

part of their faid valued rents each for with- 
drawing from the public worflup. Alfo the faid 
Andrew Jaffray, Alexander Skein, and Alexan- 

der Harper to pay an eighth part for their wives’ 
tranfyrefiions, conformable to the tenour of the 

act of parliament. And the following, not be- 
ep ing landed perfous, were fined in the following 
rent fums fuins, Andrew Galloway, Vhomas Mills and 
of money. George Keith gol, each ; William Sparke gol. ; 
James Forbes 25]. and the reit twenty marks 
a-picce. And over and above, John Skcin and 

George Keith, becaufe they were found to have 
preached 
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preached and prayed at thefe meetings, were toc HA P. 


find caution, under pain oftfive thoufand marks, 


Vit. 


not to do the like hereafter, or enact themfelves aad 


to move out of the kingdom, conform to the 
tenour of the aét. And all to remain in prifon, 
until they make payment of their refpective 
fines. 

The fentence being read, the prifoners were 
remanded into prifon, where their number was 
encreafed by the repeated imprifonment of others 
of their friends, from their religious meetings. 
While they were kept here under clofe confine 
ment, fome of them were concerned at times 
to preach to the people, who would come up 
to the windows of the prifon to hear them ; but 
the magiftrates of Aberceen, to prevent this, 
and to incommode the prifoners, caufed the 
windows to be nailed up for a whole week to- 
gether, and alfo removed feveral of them into 
the higher prifon. 
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Cra ee Vall. 


Robert Barclay applies to the King for relief.— 

Earl of Arrol requires Bonds, which the Pri- 

foners refufe.—Ordered to pay their Vines to: 
George Melvil.—Who makes exceffive Dif- 

traints.—Diftrains David Barclay’s labouring 

Oxen, for which he can find no Purchafers.— 

George Skein, Provoft, unreafonably Jevere.— 

Alexander Burnet, Bailiff, an ative Accom- 

plice in perfecution.—Keceives Orders to remove 

fundry Prifoners to a more commodious Prifon, 

but declines Compliance.—Strait and hard Im- 

prifonment.—Some ordered to be removed, and © 
fome releafed.—Their Treatment at Bamf more 

liberal and humane. , 


Oe ee ee 


CHAP. D ay ma 
VIll. URING this time Robert Barclay being in 


J London, and gaining admittance to the king, 
1676. delivered him a narrative of thele proceedings, 
ser epplies 2nd of the feverity of the magiltrates of this 
tothe king city to his imprifoned friends, interceding with 
for relief.” Him to recommend their cafe to the favourable 
notice of the council of Scotland, which narra- 

_tive the king ordered the Earl of Lauderdale to 
recommend to their confideration. ‘The council 

at Edinburgh referred it to their former com- 
miffioners, in conjunction with three others ; 
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but the Farl of Arrol, who was prefident, re- CHAP. 
folved their deliberations into this fingle enquiry) YIU. 
of the prifoners, © Whether they were yet bets “7 
“ ter advifed than when they were lat before. 1676: 
“them, and would give bonds not to hold any occa 
“ more meetings?” In reply thereto, after jaune 
pointing out the hardfhip of their imprifonment eehichiahey 
for feven monihs, when no feditious act could prtufe te 
be proved againft them, nor any other caufe” 
afigned than meeting in a peaceable manner to 
worfhip God, they intimated, that they dur/t not 
be fo unfaithful to God, as to give any bond, 
whereby they fbould bind themfclves not to wore 
Joip him. . \n the conclufion the Karl of Arrol 
repeating, ** it feems then you will not give 
“ bond,” John’ Skein, anfwered, ** let never 
« that day dawn in which we fhall be fo un- 
“ faithful to the Lord: Butif any fiould prove 
“© {o, let neither the king nor his council truft 
“ that man, for he that is not faithful to the 
“© Lord, will never be faithful to his king or 
<¢ country.” | 

The Commiflioners decreed that they fhould Ordeted te 
pay their refpective fines to one Captain George Bite. 
Melvil, and that upon paying they fhould be yee 
fet at liberty; and that in default of payment 1 
in the limited time, the faid Melvil was im- 
powered to diftrain them for the fame, and that. 
when the fines were levied the prifoners fhould be 
releafed.: “The Earl of Arrol, departing out of » 
town the next morning, all thofe who had 
been imprifoned fince the reft were fined, 
were releafed. by the remaining commiflio- 


ners. 
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who makes 
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diftraints 
upon them, 
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Melvil foon after applied himfelf to the ex- 
ecution of his commiffion, and from fome took 
oods or cattle to double, and from others to 
treble the value of their refpective fines. Com- 
ing to John Skein’s fhop, under pretence that 
there were not goods fufficient, though three 
times the value of his fine, he went to his 


‘dwelling houfe, where entrance being refufed , 


him, he applied to the provoft for a warrant’ 
to break open his doors, and next day came. 
with fmiths and hammers to break them open;, 
but James Skein went to the magiftrates, and. 
made a legal proteft againft this proceeding, 
and that, if the doors were broken open, they, 
muft expect to be accountable for the damage. 
Whereupon they defired Melvil to defift, and» 
feize on the fhop goods, which he did to the: 
amount of 130]. by their own valuation ; all 
which were carried-away to his houfe., But his 
career was now ftopped for a feafon, being 
obliged to fecrete himfelf from the meflenger and + 
ferjeants, who were in quelt of him for a juft 
debt ; fo that he durft not appear till that de- 
mand was compromifed. 
When he had got this effe@ted, he returned, 
to the profecution of his commiflion in the like: 
unreafonable manner, he returned to John 
Skein’s fhop, on pretence of the former feizure 
being defective, and took away more goods, 
taking in the whole 23ol. for a fine of rool. 
In diftraining David Barclay he exceeded his 
commillion, the faid David living in the fhire. 
of Merns, which was out of the precinét of the 
commiflioners authority, under whofe warrant 
he aéted, of which David was not wanting 
timely to apprize him. But it looks as if ie 
0) 
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of the loweft rank, as well as the higheft, inc H 4 P. 
this age, thought it beneath them to regard the V1II- 
punttilios of law; for he proceeded notwith: ~~~ 
ftanding to execute his purpofe by adding one cores 
illegal act to another, He took away ten la- Diftrains 
bouring oxen, in the plowing feafon (which Gays 
was by agt of parliament prohibited, even im, aerne 
cafe of ajuft debt) with other cattle and corn, rae 
But thefe cattle proved a troublefome acquifl- which he 
tion, for he could find no man that would buy ei bae 
them, and the expence of keeping them was a for. 
continual burden to him; fo that he feems to 
have been tired of them, before he could get 
them difpofed of at any rate: At laft a remark- 
able opportunity prefented itfelf to clear his 
hands of them. 

The friends engaged, looking upon themfelves 
to have been unhandfomely treated in the dif- 
pute they held with the fiudents of Aberdeen, 
and alfo in the reports thereof, publifhed an ac- 
count of it. The ftudents thought it neceflary 
for their reputation to publifh an anfwer, which 
when they had compleated, they could find 
no printer who would undertake the publi- 
cation at his own rifque, whereby they were 
obliged to let their performance lie dormant, or 

rint it at their own expence. Having with 

fome difficulty raifed the money, in hopes of 
being reimburfed by the fale of the book, they 
had the mortification to find almoft the whole 
impreflion left on their hands for want of pur- 
chafers. Inthis dilemma they prefented a peti- 
tion to the commifhoners, reprefenting their 
lofs, and requefting fome relief out of the Ex- 
chequer, which requett, through the archbifhop’s 
influence, they fo far obtained, as that the com- 
qniflioners 
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CHA P. miffioners iffued an order upon Captain Melvil 


Vill. 
ey aa 
1676. 


George 
Skein, pro- 
volt, unrea 
fonably {e- 
vere. 


to pay them a part of the Quakers fines in his 
hand, upon which he gave them David Bar- 
clay’s oxen, which were at length fold to raife 
the money they wanted. 

The magiftrates of Aberdeen feem now for 
fome time to have been cflectually brought over 
by the priefts, to exert their power in opprel- 
fing and perfecuting this fociety. But George 
Skein, the provoft of the prefent year, even ex- | 
_ceeded his predeceffors in malice, and cruelty to 
this people ; almoft immediately upon his enter- 
ing into office he caufed the prifoners to be 
more ftrictly kept, debarring them the liberty 
of going into the lower council houfe, a privi- 
lege which they had at times been permitted to 
enjoy before, and threatened fome of the ofh- 
cers with the lofs of their places for not acting 
up to the rigour of his orders. And now ob- 
ferving that the lofs of their fubftance did not 
deter the members of this fociety from return- 
ing to their meetings, he not only continued to | 
fend them again to prifon, but to render their 
imprifonment as fevere and incommodious as 
he poflibly could; for which purpofe he would 
frequently remove them from one room to ano- 
ther, jult to perplex them with the trouble of 
removing their bedding and utenfils: His evil 
difpofition prompting him to be {till more 


vexatious to them, he made a propofition for 


petitioning the commiflioners to give orders for 
the clofe fhutting up of all the prifoners in the 
higher part of the jail, but he could not obtain 
the concurrence of the other magiltrates in that 
piece of cruelty. 


During 
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During thefe tranfactions Patrick Livingftone C H A P. 
and James Halliday, from. tneland, sin the? vill: 
courfe of a religious vifit to their brethren in "~~ 
this nation, coming to Aberdeen, were there , 1676-. 
apprehended, and imprifoned in the upper pri- siattoné® 
fon, where they had frequent opportunities, ee bli 
pecially on market days, to publifh their doc- repre 
triné out of the prifon windows, and had more ra 
hearers, than probably they would have had peach out’ 
in their own meeting places, fo that even tere ae 
confinement, defigned to prevent it, tended to psiton. 
promote the teftimony they had to bear, At 
this the provoft and others of their adverfaries 
were greatly exafperated, and held feveral con- 
fultations upon the means to prevent tes out 
were at a lols to devife any feafible expedient, 
fearing to give umbrage to the people, who 
feemed defirous to hear them, if they fhould 
proceed in any unufual method of feverity againtt 
them. av 
Alexander Burnet, one of the bailiffs of Alexander 


Aberdeen, a man. of like difpofition with the pean 
provolt, and an accomplice in his perfecuting Sew 
meafures, being deputed to attend at a meeting res ties 
of the commiflioners, feized the opportunity to 

apply his utmott efforts to incenfe them againit 

the Quakers, and to prevail with them to take 

fome meafures to prevent their preaching to the 

people out of the windows of the prifon. The . aie 
commiffioners, willing to prevent the fuppofed orcrs to” 
danger of their preaching, gave the faid pM a ae 
an order to remove Patrick Livingeftone, George prifoners to 
Keith, Robert Barclay, John Skein and GOT a 
Jaffray out of the prifon they were in, tO aNO- ors prifon, 
ther out of the town, called the chapel, where eee 


the commiflary courts ufed to fit, and where 
the 
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c 44 P.the prifoners might have better accommodation. 


Vill. 


This order was in nowife agreeable to the views 


wy™ of the provoll and bailiil, wiofe aim was not to 


1676. 


_Straitned 
and hard 
imprifon- 
‘ment, 


alleviate, but aggravate their punifhment; in- 
ftcad of procuring thein eafe, to incommode 
them in a greater degree; therefore, although 
the order was iffued in confequence of their fo- 
licitation, they were not very forward to execute 
it: Inftead thereof, they fet workmen to nail 
up the windows of the upper prifon, and ftop 
up the very chinks that were made to let in 
light to the ftairs. Afterwards when in com- 
pliance with the commiffioners order, fome of 
the prifoners were removed to the chapel, which 
was intended for their better accommodation, 
thefe ill-difpofed magiftrates contrived to make 
it as diftrefling as in their power, by putting 
them into a cold, narrow, dark room, where 
there was little more than fpace for their 
beds; they applied for room to lay up a little 
firing, and although it might have been 
well fpared them, the provoft refuled their 
requeft: A propofal was made for a window to 
give them light, which he rejected with indig- 
nation. 

‘The cafe of thofe confined in the higher pri- 
fon at the Tolbooth was yet more grievous: 
‘They were fo ftraitned for room, that they were 
obliged to lay their beds one above another on 
boards. The unwholefome clofenefs of the pri- 
fon, its darknefs, the length of their hard int- 


-prifonment, greatly endangered their health and 


their lives, in the opinion of the phyficians. 
Their relations, acquaintances and many of the 
fober inhabitants of the town, commiferating 
their inhuman ufaze, applied to the magiftrates 

to 
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to prevent the danger, by removing them toc HAP. 
the great room in the chapel ; but this, thefe V1J- 
two men of power for a year would by no aad 

676. 


means admit of. 16706. 


«Thele magiftrates, perceiving that their un- 
deferved cruelty in the treatment of thefe Qua- 
kers, drew upon them the cenfure and difappro- 
bation of the fober and humane part of the in- 
habitants, endeavoured to palliate the perfecu- 
tion, under pretence that they were reprefented 
by the minifters as feducers ; that they were 
popilhly affected, and advancers of the interelts 
ot the church of Rome. A pretence altogether 
falfe and groundlets ; and had they been fo in 
reality, in all probability they would have re- 
mained unnoticed and unmolefted by thefe ma- 
giftrates, who at the fame time were flattering 
and carefling the moft eminent papifts in the 
nation. 

But that favour, which could not be obtained 
by any folicitation from thefe fubordinate ma- 
giftrates, was more eafily obtained from their 
fuperiors. ‘The commiffioners of the council, 
meeting again at [llan, Burnet was again de- 
puted to attend them, who ftrenuoufly endea- 
youred to jultify their proceedings under the falfe 
pretence that they had not room for their bet- 
ter accommodation. But feyeral perions ap- 


pearing on behalf of the prifoners, and repTe- ordered to 
fenting the cruelty of their confinement, the beremoved, 
commiflioners iffued an order for the removal released, 


of part of the priforers to Bamff, and for the 
releafe of part of them, from prifon, confining 
them to their own houfes and parilhes : “Miele 
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ena P. daft faid, “ they did accept of their liberty ; 
vill. © but as to the reflrictions enjoined, they fhould 
“w™ “ not efteem thenfelves under an obligation to 

1676: ¢© fubmit thereto.” And thofe who were or- 
dered to be removed to Bamif, being delivered 
over to the fheriff, he allo gave them their li- 
berty, on condition of their being forth-coming 

‘when he fhould appoint, in order to be con- 
veyed thither. 

1677. This deputy fheriff, John Forbes, was of ‘a 
different temper trem thefe magiftrates, whofe 
feverities have juftly merited cenfure, for he was 
humane, and utterly averfe to perfecution: Be- 
ing obliged, in purfuance of the order of the 
commiflioners to take feveral of thofe who had 
been difcharged, and remove them to the Tol- 
booth at Bamil, he treated them with the utmoft 
civility, ordering a guard to attend them thi- 
ther, with directions to let them have all fuitable 
accommodations on their way, and to take their 
own time, whereby they had the opportunity, of 
feveral religious meetings, where they had fuch 
remarkable fervice, that fome of their conduc- 
tors were thereby ellectually converted to the 
truth they promulgated. 

Theirtreat- At Bamif alfo they found the magiltrates of a 
rent ve Very different fpirit from thofe of Aberdeen, 
liberal and Dumane, liberal and courtcous ; they not only 
abe gave them the beft accommodation in their 
power, in the ‘Poibooth, but alfo free permifhon 

to make ule of an inn in the town at their 
yjleafure, for their better accommodation. ‘The 

faid magiflrates moreover ufed all their interett 

and influence with the commuffioners and fherifl, 

to procure the releafe of the prifoners, and ue 
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~ed net, uniil they obtained liberty for them toc Ha P, 

return again to their feveral habitations. Vill. 
But the magiftrates of Aberdeen had fuffered ~~~ 

their {pirits to be imbittered again{t this people, 10776 

~ who had done them no wrong, to that degree, 

@ that neither the examples of others, the plain 

- diflike of the fober and moderate inhabitants, 

the fhame ‘they had incurred by their cruelty, 

nor 2 revard to juitice and equ‘ty, had any power 

to move them to the fentiments of humanity. 

They procceced to imprifon thefe people from 

their meetings again and aggin, and to ren- 

der their imprifonment grievous, even to the 

extreme danger of their health and lives. ‘They 

continued to be vexatious to them more or lefs 

for the fpace of three years, until near the end 

of 1679,. by which time fome of the bittereft of 

their adverfaries were removed out of life, or 

ot of office ; the priefts, George Meldrum, John 

Menzies and William Mitchel, one of them by 

death, and the other two by law, were deprived 

of their influence, and filenced from preaching : 

‘he lord of Hudda, who had threatened by hs 

own authority: to pull down their meeting- 

©. houfe, was turned out of his office. 

“i The difmal cataftrophe of Archbifhop Sharpe, 

of whom the priefls and magiltrates of Aber- 

deen made ule, as their principal inflrument, 

by his power in the council, to cruth the people 

called Quakers, ig too well known to be repeat- 

ed here. And it is probable their fucceilors 

were men of more moderation and better tem- 

pers 5 for from the time above mentioned the 

religious aflembhes of this fociety were held at 

Aberdeen (as they ‘generally appear to have been 
1d 
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CHAP.in other parts of Scotland) without molef- 


VIlIl, 
waryrad 


1677. 


tation. 

It may not be improper to add, that by the 
accounts they have left, thefe prifoners at Aber- 
deen, in their deepe(t futlerings, felt divine fa. 
vour attending them, and the good hand of pro- 


vidence fupporting them, fo that not only their 


{pirits were kept cheartul, but alfo their bodies 
preferved in health and ftrength, under the moft 
unhealthy confinement, beyond al! human proba- 
bility or expectation. And even the malice of 
their adverfaries became, again{t their wills, 
fubfervient to the fpreading of their doétrines, 
by means of the opportunities they found of 
preaching from thofe prifons, into which they 
were thruft on purpofe to prevent them from 
preaching. And that during the perfecution 
the appointed meetings were not only conftantly 
held at the ufual times, but greatly encreafed 
in the numbers attending them. 
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1 RE Le Ans NAED: 


Perfecution in Cork, by Matthew Deane, Mayor. 
William Penn interpofes in favour of Fricnds.— 

—Fohn Banks vifits Wicklow-The Prieft 
endeavours to prevent his holding a Meeting 

- there. —He is brought before the Governor, and 
virulently accufed by the Pric/t.—Is_ committed 
to Prifon, where he preaches to the People and 
difcourfes on religious Suljetts.—A Meeting 
ejtablifhed there.—Friends prefent to Govern- 
ment their fuffering Cafe in refpect to Suits in 
Chancery.—Oliver Sanfon’s Account of the 
half Year’s Meeting.—Account of Katharine 
Norton. 


‘Luts fociety flill continued expofed to fuffer-c Hap, 
ings in the city of Cork ; Matthew Deane, who 1x. 
fucceeded Chriftopher Rye in the mayoralty of ~~ 
that city, being of the like perfecuting fpirit. onli 
2 Samuel Thornton lodged at Flizabeth Erber- fh Cork by” 
ry’s, on his travels in religious jervice, dome M-¥ spss 
friends came to vifit him, where, as they were Batt 
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cH A P fitting together after fupper, the faid Samuel, be- 


Ix. 
wyn 
1670. 


~ fcoffingly replied, ** they are brothers and fifters,' 


ing concerned to pray, was overheard by fome 
evil-minded perfons, who caufed him to be 
taken by a conftable, and carried before the 
mayor, who committed him to prifon, where 
he was confined eight weeks. — 

The fame mayor caufed George Webber, Stephen 


Harris and feveral others to be fent from their 
meeting to prifon, with an order that they /hould 


have neither meat, drink nor bedding brought them, 
and caufed a maid fervant of the faid Stephen 


Harris, who was carrying a bed to her malter _ 


in prifon, to be fet in the ftocks, and the bed to be 
taken from her: And the faid George Webber’s 
feryant carrying food to her matter, the mayor 
commanded his ferjeants to take away the food, 
and fet her in the ftocks, but fhe prevented 
them by haftening to the prilon, before they 
could overtake her. : 

While Samuel Thornton was prifoner there, 
many of his friends came on a firft day of the 
week, and held a meeting of worfhip : The jailer 
locked them all in, being about eighty perfons ; 
they were kept about twenty-four hours, having 
no food but what they drew up by a cord: Un- 
der the room they were in the foldiers kept 
guard, and having made a fire, the fmoke there- 
of was like to fuffocate them; upon which, 
when application was made to the mayor, he 
<¢ Jet them lie one upon another, and if they are 
“ choaked, itis their own faults.” 

On another firft day, fome friends going to 
vifit the prifoners, were by the faid mayor’s 
orders detained in prifon, where they lay e 
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yeral weeks, until releafed by the lord heutenantc H A P. 
and council, IX, 

_ This people were expofed to fufferines by 1m- a 
prifonment and fines at this time on divers _ 167°- 
other accounts, in common with their brethren jnpriittlee 
in England, for their teftimony againft nites 
for refufing to fwear, for not obferving the fens here 
days called holidays. Wilham Edmundfon, abel 
who had frequently and fuccelsfully intereft- w’ Penn 
ed himfelf in behalf of his fuffering friends, ste" 
was at this time travelling in America. But favour. 
William Penn coming over to Ireland this 

year, frequently vifited his friends in prifon, and 
omitted no opportunity he had with thofe in 
authority, to folicit their favour in behalf of the fuf- 

ferers. And the half ycar’s meeting, in the ninth 

month, being held in his lodgings, an account 

of the fuilerings of the members of the fociety 

was drawn up, in an addrels to the lord lieute- 

nant, prefented to him, and an order of council 
obtained for the releafe of thole who were im- 
prifoned. 

This year John Banks of Pardfhaw in Cum- 1671. 
berland came over on a religious vilit to his naa 
friends in Ireland. He landed in Dublin at the tow from a 
beginning of the half year’s meeting in the 3d particular 
month, and after it was over, went from a par- : 
ticular concern to Wicklow, to get a meeting 
appointed there the fucceeding firft day, being a 
place where no meeting of iriends had been kept 
before. Notice of the meeting to be held that 
day being circulated over night, the report that 
an Englifh Quaker was come to preach there 
raifed a general curiofity in the people, and The priett 
ereat indignation in the prieft of the Pari eee 


who, as ufual, applied himlclf to the fecular to prevent 
a mectings 


power, there, 
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power, one Hammond, governor of the cattle, 
and commander of the garrifon kept there, to 
prevent the appointed meeting. John and the 
friends along with him took up their lodging at 
an inn, from which, as they were about going 
out to the meeting, the landlady with fome con- 
cern intreated them not to go along the fireet, for 
that there was a guard of mufketeers waiting 
at the crofs to take him, and propofed to foew them 
a back way: But John replied, I accept of thy 
love, but I mujt not go any private way, for is 
have a teftimony to bear for the Lord in love to 
the people. owever, they pafied along to the 
meeting unmolefted ; but were hardly well fet- 
tled, when a ferjeant with a file of mufketeers 
made his entrance, and demanded him to go 
with them before the governor; John enquired 
of him for his authority and his warrant; he 
held out his halbert, and faid this is my warrant. 
He took him before the governor, with whom 
was the prieft and others. he prieft was fo 
difturbed with paffion and bitternefs, that im- 
mediately upon his coming in, unable to reprefs 
his wrath, he addreffed himfelf to the governor 
in thefe reviling expreflions, Sir, this’ is the de- 
ceiver, this is the deluder, that is come from Eng- 
land to delude the people, [hope you will do su/tice 
and execute the law. ‘Yo this the governor, be- 
ing a moderate man, made no immediate reply ; 
and John Banks, thinking it moft prudent to 
‘ve time for his paflion to vent itfelf, forbore a- 
while making any remarks; but at length fpoke 
to him in reply, thus, “ Vhou fayeft I am a 
“¢ deceiver and deluder.” ‘The prieft interrupt- 


b Rutty. John Banks's journal, 
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ing him with great violence, cried, “ fo thouc HA P. 
“art! fo thou art!”? John proceeded, ‘* Have 1*- 
patience, and let thy moderation appear, ZiT cen aaah 
“© hear what I have to fay in my own vindica- roy 
“ tion, for I fhall not admit thy alfertion as 
¢ proof: I have had patience to hear thee cenit 
“ thou -a'minifter of Chrift??? “‘ Yes, faid he, 
“¢ T am.’ John replied, but if I prove thee a A x 
“ liar, as by the witnefs of this people thou art, 
“ in charging me with what thou can{t bring 
“‘ no proof for, thou art out of the doétrine of 
“ Chrift, and of confequence. no minifter. of 
‘«* his, but of antichrift, and therefore thou art 
“<< the deceiver and deluder of the people.” . ‘To 
which the prieft made no reply. Be Tan es 

Several people having preft in at the door, 
out of curiofity, as is ufual, to hear the exami- 
‘nation, furnifhed John with an opportunity of 
‘opening to them the doétrine of this people, 
and exhorting them to fobriety. Yet the go- 
vernor committed him and two more to prifon; 1s commit. 
the jailer was very civil, and allowed them. the so where 
ufe of a room, and the people liberty ol saccels be preeches 
to them, to whom John preached the way ee 
life and falvation, ‘and feveral were convinced 
by his miniftry. He was kept in prifon three 
days, during which time he was vifited by many eh 
people, who came to difcourfe with him about tae 
the principles of religion.'| After vifiting © his religious 
friends in the north, on: his return to Dublin, %be 
che vifited Wicklow again, upon cunderftanding 
‘by a letter:from thence, that the people were 
-defirous of another meeting, which, notwith- 
‘ftanding the oppofition of the -prieft, was held foe ee 
‘peaceably, and’ a meeting was eftablifhed in THE here, 
‘town. cee? Pe I 1 ; idea as ’ 
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c HAP. The government having on many oceafions 


Ix. 


manifefted a regard to the application of this 


“~~ people, by granting them redrefs in many cales 


1671. 


Friends pre- 


of fufferings, encouraged them about this time 


fent to go- to prefent to their confideration a cafe whereby 


vernment 
their 
fuffering 
cafe in 
Chancery 
fuits, by 
reafon of 


their con- 


{cientious 
feruple a- 
gaintt 

Swearing. 


they were liable tobe greatly wronged in their 

property, through the difhonefty of fome peo- 

‘ple, with whom they had dealing. ‘The cafe 
was this: That as they had a confcientious feru- 

ple againft taking an oath, as being forbidden 

by Chrift, fuch people caufed them, in. cafe of 

claiming their: juft demands, to be fubpcenaed 

into Chancery, where their anfwers would not 

‘be admitted but on oath, and by thofe means 
evaded the payment of their juft debts; for in- 

ftance, in the county of Wexford, Thomas 

Holme having about 20ol. due to him from one 

‘Captain Thornhill, for which judgment was ob- 

tained at common. law, was. fubpcenaed into 

Chancery by the faid Vhornhill, where he well 

knew Thomas could not anfwer upon oath, by 

_ which. proceeding the Friend was defrauded of 
his debt. And James Fade of Dublin, having 

_ about gol. dueito him from one Ezekiel Webb, 
iwas. by faid Webb fubpoenaed into Chancery, 
and becaufe he could not anfwer ppon oath, he 

‘not. only loft his debt, but 7ol. more to get 
clear of the debtor. , But, it is like, the go- 

vernment thought the fubject of too much con- 

fequence to.comply with their requeft of re- 

drefs, not being as yet fufficiently freed from 
inveterate prejudice, to. muke fuch a concefflion; 

neither was. it in their power,, I, apprehend, 

without an act of parliament, to alter the fettled 
courfe of proceeding in this court., ‘The mem- 

bers of this fociety continued expofed to fuch 

ron injuries, 
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injuries, until the reign of George I. when they CH A P. 


were redrefled by an act of parliament in their 
favour. ba Soe Eee a oe 


Ireland, and’in his journal gives an account of 
the half year’s meeting there, whereby’ we ‘may 
conceive an idea of the devotion of our’ an- 
ceftors in thofe days, and the prévalence’ of 
divine power, which through the dedication of 
their hearts to the’ ‘divine ‘will, and their reli- 
gious exercife therein, covered their ‘religious af- 
femblies.. He relates that after the previous 
meeting of worfhip,’ they’met as ufual ‘in’ the 
meeting of difcipline,’ to deliberate’ ‘on the ‘af- 
fairs of the’ church; but the power of the’ Loyd 
was felt fo mightily among{t them, and their 
minds fo’ raifed thereby, into atts of folema 
worfhip, in teftimonies, prayer and praifes to 
the divine being, that no time remained to en- 
ter upon the bufinefs of the day. When they 
met the next day for the fame purpofe, their 
meeting of bufinefs was again converted into a 
meeting of worfhip, from the fame caufe. That 
the third day of the meeting they procecded to 
the bufinefs thereof, which took up that day 
and part of the next, when it was concluded, 
having been tranfacted in much unity and har- 
mony. | : 

In the year 1678 the meetings of this people 
were vifited by Katharine Norton, whofe maiden 
name was Mc. Loughlin; fhe was born of Irifh 
parents, near Colerain, from whence fhe was 
fent to Londonderry for education: While fhe 
lived there, a fhip coming to that city, to take 
in paflengers for Barbadoes, fhe embarked in 

ase Gs pone it, 


Oliver Sanfom from Berkfhire came over ftom 1675 
England on a religious vifit to his friends in | 
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CHAP. it, and arriving at that ifland, was fome time 


IX. 


after married there. When that ifland was vi« 


“~— fited by George Fox and others, fhe was con- 


1678, 


vinced by their miniftry, and afterwards became 
herfelf an able minifter in this fociety. She vi- 
fited the meetings of her friends in the north : 
preached in Lurgan market in Irith, and had feve- 
ral meetings near Colerain, where her relations 
lived. ? From thence travelling fouthward, as far 
as Dublin, fhe took fhipping there for England. 


‘Vhe character given of her is, that fhe was 


a woman well qualified for the fervice in which 
fhe was engaged, being of a found judgment, 
copious in matter, fluent in expreffion, and a- 
greeable in her utterance ; had of her ‘own to 
diftribute, and did not make the gofpel charge- 
able. 
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Con OP tex ve 
“HOLLAND janp: GERMANY, 


Sundry Friends pafs over to Holland.— Meetings 
of Difcipline e/taplifhed there.—Robert Barclay 
und William Penn vifit: Elizabeth, Princefs Pa- 
latine, and the Countefs of Hornes.—William 
Penn travels further into Germany.—Writes to 
the Prince Palatine in favour of his Friends.— 
The Vaught having heard William Penn preach, 
refufeth the Prisft. to fupprefs the Quyakers.— 
Epiftle from the Princefs to William Penn.— 
William Penn vifits Labadie’s Difciples:—Goes to 
Embden, and folicits the Burgomafter in favour 
of his Friends.—Keturns to Herford.—T hee 
Friends return to England, 


Soon after the conclufion of the yearly meet-c H A P. 
ing at London in the year 1677, George Fox, 
William Penn, Robert Barclay, George Keith, "6 
and fome others, went over to Holland to vifit sundry 
_ their friends in the United States and fome parts ited fa 
of Germany. From Harwich they had a prof tand on a 
perous and eafy paflage to the Briel, where they Sap 
landed ; from whence they went directly to Rot- 
terdam, where they were received by their friends 
with gladnefs, and had two meetings with them 
and many of the town’s-people ; and after fpend- 
ing another day in vifiting their friends, George 
Fox and William Penn proceeded to Amtter- 
dam, taking a meeting in their way at Haerlem, 

which 
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cH AP.which proved very large and fatisfattory; after 


1677. 


Meetings 
for difci- 


which meeting they went to Amfterdam, to be 
prefent .at the quarterly meeting to be held there 
the next day, for the meetings of that city, 

faertem and Rotterdam, to which Robert Bar- 
clay and. the other friends they lcft there; came 
directly from the laft-mentioned place. 

~As.the friends in Holland had only hada ge- 
neral advice in writing refpeCting the eftablifhin 
meetings of difcipline, George Vox and William 
Penn found occafion to explain the fubjeét: more 


fully,.and to fhew. them the nature, end ‘and 


ufe of yearly, quarterly: and monthly: meetings 
of:men and.women.' Next, day they had a large 
public meeting, in which the people were attentive 
and fober; and the day-aiter, a felect meeting, 


pline fettled Wherein-by joint agreement were fetiled ‘monthly 
in Holland. and quarterly, meetings, and a yearly meeting to 


be held at Amfterdam for the United Provinces *, 
. I’mbden, 


* About the yetr 1662 fome perfons in Eait Fyiefland 
were convinced ie the truth as profefled by the people called 


“Quakers. The papifts, alarmed at the intelligence thereof, 


convened a fynod of ecclefiatticks, which drew up a'petition'to 
the court, in which were the following expreffions jf Where- 
“as the wicked fect of the Quakers are found! in thefe United 


** Provinces, and alfo {fprung up here in Eaft I’riefland, you 


* are defired to watch againft ic-in time, that that dewilifr 
“ error might not creep in farther.” ‘This ‘petition procured 
a proclamation from the civil magiftrate, forbidding Quakers to 
come into the country, under penalty of being confined to 
hard labour in the rafp-houfe for five years, &c. ; but the 

law being found inconvenient, was not long afjer repealed. 
About twelve years after the fenate and council of the city 
of Embden were influenced by the popular prejudices, which, 
through the fubtle and falfe infinuations of the prietts, were 
{pread and prometed, to put in praétice much feverity againft 
this people, fome of whom were cruelly beaten, fome ba- 
nifhed, imprifoned in a dungeon, fed only on bread and 
water, 
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Embden +, the Palatinate [, Hamburgh, § Dant-c HA P. 


zick, and other places in or bordering upon 
Germany, | 
| . The 


water, fined in greater fums.of money than they were thought 
able to pay. William Penn, ever ready to advocate the inno- 
cent caufe of his affi@ed brethren,’ wrote a very pathetic 
letter to the fehate and council of that city in Latin, in behalf 
of his perfecuted friends. . Bur the perfecution there continued 
feveral ygars after, until the year 1686, when the magiftrates 
perceiving their error, put a flop to perfecution, finding by 
the decay of their trade the pernicious confequence of coin- 
pulfory meafures in religion ; they opened their eyes to’ their 
true intereft, and inftead of banifhing ufeful citizens, pub- 
lifhed an jnyitatign to Quakers .as well as others to refide in 
their city, fignifying they had refolyed to give them free li- 
berty to live, trade and traffic there, which grant they offered 
‘to confirm under the feal of their city. Y 
+ In the year 1657 feveral perfons were convinced of the 
'do€trine of the people called Quakers about Crifheim, in the 
Palatinate, through the miniftry of Willian Ames and George 
Rolfe ; they alfo, chrough the. infligation of priefts, were 
abufed by the rabble, and punifhed by fines and imprifon- 
mert by the magiltrates ; il] at the interceflion of Wilham 
Ames, the prince fuperfeded the orders of the’ inferior -magi- 
ftrates, and. gave liberty to Quakers to travel in his country 
or refide there}i:i::, _. Phy pr yes 

tAt Hamburgh fome of the iwhabitants made public pron 
“feflion of the principles of the people called Quakers, upon 
which account they were banifhed the city, and retired ro 
Altena, where the maygiftrates would not admit them, but 
drove them out of their town; whereupon returning to Ham- 
burgh, they were punithed witha very fevere imprifonment, 
clapt in irons, debarred from company, and otherwife hardly 
“treated, to force them to leave the city; during their impri- 
fonmene the wives.of {ome bad been perfuaded to remove into 
other dominions ; others continued in the city, and ic doth 
not appear that they met with any further moleftation. 

§ Ac Dantzick were a few. who were convinced in 1677, 
which became no fooner krown to the magiftrates than they 
imprifored them, and afterwards procured an order of fenate 
to banifh them, and they were accordingly fent away. 
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CHAP, 


. 


en ae 
1677. 


R.Barelay 
proceeds ou 
a vifit to 
Eliz. Prin- 
cefs Pala- 
tine, 


lowing anfwer:) "| 


Hers OR F fori -raw a 


~ The quarterly meeting at Amfterdam being 
concluded, the friends from England feparated 
on their refpective fervices. George Fox {pent 
fome days at Amfterdam in vifiting his friends 
there, and affifting them in fome bufinels relat. 
ing to their meetings ; and afterwards travelled 
through N. Holland, into the northern parts of 
Germany, to Embden. and Hamburgh, holding 
meetings with friends and others as opportunity 


‘offered. William Penn, Robert Barclay and 


George Keith fet forwards iowards other parts 
of Germany, with a particular view to pay a 
vifit to the Princefs Elizabeth, daughter to Fre- 
derick, Prince Palatine of the Rhine, ‘fitter to 
Sophia, Dutchefs of Hanover, and aunt to King 
George I. who being, beyond moft of her rank, 
under a folicitous concern of heart to feek after 
and acquire an acquaintance with that pure and 
undefiled religion, whereby future happinefs is 


attained to, a correfpondence by letter had com- 
menced between her and William Penn ; George | 


Fox alfo wrote her an encouraging epiftle by his 
{tep-daughter, Ifabella Yeomans,.who in com. 
pany with George Keith’s wife paid her a vifit 
about this time, to which fhe returned. the fol- 


| 

j 
! ' 
J j 


* Dear, Friend, 


“ T cannot but have a tender love to thofe 
“¢ who love the Lord: Jefus Chrift, and to whom 


it is given not only to believe in him, but 


** alfo to fuffer for him; therefore your letter 


and your friends vifit have been both very 


*¢ welcome to me. I fhall follow their and your 
**, countel, 
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“ counfel, as far as God fhall give light andc Ha P. 
f§ unction, remaining full e: 
** Your loving friend, 6 
a © ELIZABETH? 7°77 
* Herford, the 30th 

of Auguft, 1677.” 


‘., William Penn and Robert Barclay proceeded Account of 
to Herford, the refidence of the Princefs, by van Bae 
whom they were kindly received. She had, with clay’s vile 
her as a companion a woman of quality, who Peet An, 
alfo was influenced with an earne(t defire after beth are 
‘the attainment of pure religion; her name was per? 
‘Anna Maria de Hornes, Countefs of Hornes, an 
adherent of John Labadie. ‘The firft meeting 

they had with them was in one of the Princefs’s 
apartments, .to their great fatisfaCtion. After 
which the Countefs exprefled a wifh that a meet- 

ing might be held, where the inferior fervants 

of the Princefs’s houfehold might have free ac- 

cefs, to partake of the benefit of their doctrine. 

With this propofal they were ready to comply, 

‘and the Princels willingly confenting, the meet- 

ing was held accordingly. Vhe Princefs did not 
appear in that meeting, in order that her fervants 

might not be difcouraged by her pretence from 

giving their attendance in a general way; but 

after the meeting expreffed much fatisfaction in 

their being favoured with that .good opportunity. 

She detained William Penn and Robert Barclay 

to fupper, although they modeftly endeavoured 

to excufe themfelyes, propofing to return to their 

inn; but as they could not handfomely refift 

her prefling folicitations, they confented to ftay. 

The next day, being the firft of the week, and 
another mecting being agreed upon 2a a 

2 them 
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c HAPp.them and:the Princefs; William Penn defired 


Re 
ae am 
1677. 


that not only as many of her own jamily, but 
as many of the town as were defirous, might be 
admitted. . Yo this fhe readily confented, which 
aflorded William Penn and Robert Barclay: an 
open opportunity to propagate the doctrines of 
the gofpel, and difcharge the fervice they were 
engaged in. ‘Vhrough divine favour and affift- 
ance, the opportunity proved remarkably relieving 
to them, and edifying to the auditory. At the 


-conclufion the Princeis taking William Penn by 
~' the hand, in an affecting manner expreffed her 
_ fenfe of the divine power and prefence evidently 


3 


| 


-felr amongft thems; but her .feelings were too 
saffecting for utterance, for attempting. to. pro- 
-ceed, fhe cried, ‘* J cannot fpeak to you, my 
‘* heart is ‘full’: William Penn, in fympathy 
-with the fenfible impreflions upon her fpirit,, im- 
-parted tender counfel, from his feeling fenfe of 
-the {tate of. her mind, and then’ taking leave :of 
her, fhe expreffed her defire of further oppor- 
-tunities of the like kind, faying, ff Will-you not 
-€© come hither again? Pray call hither as ‘you 
1% return out :of, Germany.” .. ‘To which he. re- 
eturned ianfwer,; f&£.We are:.in .the hand of :the 
:$¢ Lord, and maving under his requirings, can- 
'**!not fo fully difpofe of ourfelves.’* There: was 
ialfo a French woman of quality with the Prin- 
-cefs,i who had imbibed the prevailing fentiments 
concerning the Quakers, looking upon: them in 


-a. contemptible light; but being powerfully. 


‘reached, and deeply affeCted under the. heart- 
‘tendering miniltry of thele experienced preachers, 
fhe became very affectionately kind and refpedt- 
ful to them.: Upon their departure from Uer- 
ford they feparated.; Robert Barclay returning 
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to Amfterdam, and William Penn travelling c Ha P. 
further into Germany to Caflel and Frankfort. et 
Here he had feveral meetings with perfons of “|, 
note, amongft the reft one at the houfe of AW. bore 
young woman of noble birth, Johanna Eleanora ves fur- 
Merlane, who was fo reached by his doétri ite 
5 y His doctrine, Germany. 
that fhe faid, ‘* Our quarters are free for you Frankfort. 
“* Jet all come that will, and lift up your voices 
6¢ without fear.” . 
From Frankfort he went to Chrifheim, where Chrifheim. 
a body of his friends dwelt, who afterwards re- 
moved among the firft emigrants to Pennfylvania, 
and fettled there; and finding them fubject to 
fufferings both on account of their tithes,. which 
‘were claimed from them, both by the proteftant 
nd popifh priefts, and alfo on account of the 
‘religious meetings, which the vaught or chicf 
magiftrate endeavoured to prevent their holding, Ww. Penn 
William Penn went to Heidelburg to intercede Lng hab 
with the Prince Palatine in their favour; but as latine in fae 
his abfence at that time deprived William of an utes 
opportunity of making his perfonal application, bis domi- 
he addrefled an ‘epiftle to him in their belialfenna 
“which, with other applications, had’a good eifect 
‘ppon: this prince, who feems to have becn no 
friend to perfecution. William Penn returned 
to Chrifheim, and being at a meeting there with 
-his friends, the vaught indulged his curiofity to Thavanghs 
go to hear him, taking his ftand at the back Waray. 
‘door, that he might not be feen ; and William’s Re ares 
doétrine gaining his aflent and approbation, he af- prets the = 
terwards told the parfon, who had endeavoured to ei aace 
perfuade him that it was his duty to fupprefs he- of the priett. 
refy, That it was his bufine/s, if the Quakers were 
Hereticks, to difcover them to be fuch ; but fer my 


part, continued he, I heard nothing but good and 
found 
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CHP found doétrine, and therefore I will not meddle 
tes i with them. William Penn having difcharged 
1677. huis duty here, returned by Frankfort, Cologn, 

aoe Cleves, &c. to Amiterdam. At Cologn he re- 
_ ceived the following letter from the Princefs Eli- 

: zabeth, in anfwer to one he had written to her 
_ from the Palatinate : 


! 5 


Epittle from “ ‘The 4, of September, 1677:° 
the Princefs i 7 : 
to W. Penn. *¢ Dear Friend, 3 


** I have received your greetings, good wifhes 


** and exhortations, with much joy, and fhall . 
** follow the latter as far as it will pleafe our © 


** great God to give me light and ftrength. I 

** can fay little for myfelf, and can do nothing of 

** myfelf; but,! hope the Lord will conduét me 

in his time, by his way, to his end, and that 

* T fhall not fhrink for his fire. I do long for 

** it; and when he affures my, ways, I hope he 

“ will give me power to bear the crofg I meet 

at _* therein; I am alfo glad to hear the journey 
hath been profperous both in the conftitutions 
SEN your bodies, to withftand the badnels. of 
“¢ the weather, and in the reception you, had. in 
.* Cailel, Frankfort and Chrifheim. Nothing 
x furprifed me there but, the good old Dury, in 
-,* whom, I did not expeét fo much ingenuity, 
. € haying lately writ a book, intitled Le veritable 
. © Chretien, that doth fpeak in another way., ,I 
<¢ wifi to know what reception you have had at 

es rederick{bure, and if this find you at Cleves, 
1 wilh you might take an, occafion to fee the 
mee" © two Paltors of Mulkeim, which do really feek. 
‘the Lord, but have fome prejudice againtt 
‘* your doctrine, as alfo thé Countefs there, It 
: | ** would 
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* would be of much ufe for my family to have cH AP, 


«ec 2 ‘ . , 

f them difabufed; yet God’s will be done in. *: 
that, and all things elfe concerning Sixes 

1 177s 


*¢ Your loving friend in the Lord Jefus, 
‘CUA BE Tes 


From Amfterdam William Penn went into W. Pen 
Friefland, and met George Fox at Leewarden in die's diltie 
his return to Holland. From whence he pro- Pity 2nd 
ceeded to Wiewert, where a focicty of the dif- rence with 
ciples of Labadie refided. Were he had an in -we 
terview with Anna Maria Schurman, the Somer- 
dykes, the French Paltor, Peter Yvon and others. 

In their conference Yvon gave the following 
account of Labadie: that he received his educa- 
tion among the Jefuits, deferted them, and em- 
braced the Proteftant religion ; that being diffa- 
tisfied with the formal Proteftants, he with fome 
adherents formed themfelves into a feparate 
fociety. Afterwards Anna Maria Schurman, 
the Somerdykes and others, related fomething of 
their religious experience, and the means where- 
by they were induced to join that family, retired 
from the world. When they had done William 
Penn, who with his fellow-labourers had under- 
taken this journey folely with the view of dil- 
charging their duty in propagating pure religion, 
and to encourage an advancement therein, con- 
defcended, in compliance with their practice, to 
give an account of his convincement, and thence 
took occafion to perfuade and inftruct them to 
purfue after fuperior attainments, and addi- 
tional growth in the experience of “the trie 
knowledge of God, and more perfect obedience 
to 
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CHA P.fo the law written in the heart. At parting one 
of their paftors enquired of him, if the truth . 
ler ror ot firft among a poor and illiterate fort? 
Yes,” rephed William Penn, ‘* and it is our 
** comfort that we owe it not to the learning of 
** this world.’’ The paftor rejoined, ** ‘Then 
** Jet not the learning of this world be ufed, to 
** defend that which the fpirit of God brought 
** forth, for the mixture thereof will be apt to 
** obfcure the brightnefs of your teftimony.” 
robes Wilham Penn having taken leave of them, 
gocsto travelled by Groningen to Embden, where his 


Embden,  f¢: Bae 
and apples ftiends laboured under fevere oppreffion by im: 
to the bur- prifonments and banifhments: He had before 


omatter on < 0 2 : ie 
fehelf ofhi, interefted himfelf on their behalf in a fpirited 


fiends letter to the magiftrates, fhewing the unreafona- 

on. blenefs of Proteftants, who protefted againft im- 
pofitions and perfecutions, themfelves impofing | 
their religion upon others by perfecution. And 
now he waited upon the burgomatter at his houfe, 
and enquired of him, if he and the fenate had 
not received a letter in Latin from an Englith- 
man concerning their feverity towards the peo-' 
ple called Quakers? the burgomafter owning the 
receipt thereof, William Penn faid, ** I am that 
“© man, and I am conftrained in confcience to 
“¢ vifit thee on their behalf.” The burgomafter 
was more complaifant than was expected, and 
gave fome faint hope of changing their meafures , 
but the fequel difcovered the averfion of the. fe- 
nate to moderate their proceedings, for the per- 
fecution was continued there a confiderable time 
after. 

Retunsto /’'rom Embden William Penn returned, back 

Herford, to Werford, and met with a very kind reception 

ee from the Princefs and the Countels of Horncs, 

ceived by with 
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with whom he had a meeting in the Princefs’sc HA P. 
apartment more than once ; when the deep 1m- 
preflions made on her mind, through the affect- 
ing power attending his miniftry drew from 
her this acknowledgment, ** J am fully convinced ; 
6 but oh, my fins are great!” WHereupon Wil- 
liam Penn took an opportunity to impart to the 
Princefs ‘and’ Countefs, feparately, fuch counfel 
as appeared to him fuitable to their refpective 
conditions, which had a reaching effect upon 
their minds, efpecially the Countefs’s. At the’ 
_ Princels’s prefling invitation he flayed to fupper. 
‘When the Countefs, from the prefent religious 
impreffions on her mind, perceiving the hurt ac- 
cruing from thofe compliances with the world, 
to which her rank in life aceuftomed her, faid, 
6 I] faut que se rompe, 1 muft break off: Oh the 
“© cumber and entanglements of this vain world ! 
‘© they obftrudt all good.” ‘The Princefs alfo 
made this fenfible refieCtion, ‘ It is an hard 
“ matter ta be faithful to what one knows; | 
« fear I am not weighty enough in my fpirit.” 
‘The favourable opinion fhe had conceived of 
“William Penn’s minifterial labours, in confe- 
quence of the impreflions fhe had felt under them, 
‘4s plainly expreffed in the following remark which 
the made to him: ‘* Among my books | have 
“© records that the gofpel was firlt brought from 
«© England into Germany, and now it is come 
ss again.’ | 
Having finifhed his fervice here, and taken a 
folemn leave of thefe eminent perfons, he. de- 
parted for Wefel: On his way he endeavoured, 
at Mulheim, to procure an interview with the 
Countefs of Falken‘tein, who had the reputation Countefs of 
of a very religious perfon, on which Ler a Laihewilsits, 
oun 
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Count her father kept her in confinemens, calling 
her Quaker, though fhe had no correfpondence 
with any of that fociety. He had before ufed 
William Penn very roughly, when pafling by 
his caftle on his way, he enquired of him and 
his friends from whence they came, and whither 
they were going ; to which they anfwered, they 


~ were Englifhmen come from Holland, and going 


Return to 
England. 


no further in thofe parts than his town of Mul- 
heim: But as they did not take off their hats, he 
thereby perceiving they were Quakers, faid, 
“© We have no need of Quakers here; get you 
“ out of my dominion, you fhall not go to my 
** town.’ He immediately commanded fome of 
his foldiers to fee them out of his territory ; 
whereby William Penn and_ his companions 
were obliged to lie that night in the open air. 
But the next day he writ to the faid Count, and 
therein told him, ‘* For thy faying, we want no 
** Quakers here, \ fay, under favour, you do; 
** for a true Quaker is one that trembleth at the 
** word of the Lord, that worketh out his fal- 
** vation with fear and trembling.” William 
Penn being now come again to Mulheim could - 
get no opportunity to accomplith his purpofe of 
a conference with the Countefs, and therefore 
profecuted his journey to Duifburgh, Wefel and 
Cleves, holding conferences with religious peo- 
ple as he paffed along, and returned by Utrecht 
to Amfterdam, where George Fox had arrived 
before him, 

Not long after they returned for England, and 
after a dangerous and tempeftuous' paflage they 
arrived at Harwich; and going from thence to 
London, William Penn received there the fol- 

lowing 
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lowing letter from the Princefs Elizabeth, ron se 
anfwer to one of his. ey 
“« Herford, O&.29, 1677. hat 


“¢ Dear Friend, 


«© Your tender care of my eternal well-being 
doth oblige me much, and I will weigh every 
“ article of your counfel to follow it as much as 
“ lies in me, but God’s grace mutt be afliftant, 
© as you fay yourfelf, he accepts nothing that 
< does not come from him.’ If I had made me 
“ bare of all worldly goods, and left undone 
‘© what he requires moft, I mean, to do all in 
“ and by his fon, I {hall be in no better condi- 
‘¢ tion than at this prefent. Let me feel him 
“ firft governing in my heart, then do what he 
requires of me; but I am not able to teach 
“ others, being not taught of God myfelf, Re- 
<* member my love to G. F. B.F. G.K. and 
“© dear Gertrude*. If you write no worfe than 
© your poft{cript, I can make a fhift to read it. 
«© Do not think I go from what I {poke to you 
« the laft evening; I only flay to do it in a way 
<¢ that is anfwerable before God and man: Ican 
«“ fay no more now, but recommend to your 
s* prayers, 


¢ 


“ 


ray 


o 


a 


nn 


tay 


n 


-¢¢ Your true friend, 


« ELIZABETH.” 


# This was Gertrude Dericks, who had vifted the Princefs, 
and afterwards came to live in England, and was married to 


Stephen Crifp. 


oun ll. tr << Dus. 
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cHap.. “ P.S.. Talmoft forgot to tell you, that my 
fifter writes me word fhe had been glad you 
had taken your journey by Ofenburgh to re- 
turn to Amiterdam. ‘There is alfo a Droffard 
“* of Limbourg near this place, (to whom I gave 
** anexemplar of R. B’s Apology) very defirous 
** to fpeak with fome of the Friends.” 
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Account received of the. continued Perfecution in 
New England.—Public Affairs.—Party Ani- 
mofities encreafe.—New Parlianent not fuddenly 

-convened.—Party DiftinEtions.—Petitioners and 
Abberrers.—Whig and Lory.—George Whitehead 

‘and Thomas Burr imprifoned and profecuted at 
Norwich by Francis Bacon, Recorder.—Informer 
difappointed.— Mayor Part of the Magiftratés 
moderate.—The Recorder difplaced.—W hereby 
they obtain their Relca/e.—Sufferings continued.— 
George liox’s Declaration.—I'refo Application for 


3° 


Relief from Ads againft. Popifh Recufants. 


CHAE Ca ioma mmrOrlin Yon nieretirn to London, 
2, received letters from New England, with ay ac- 
1677. count of the renewed cruel proceedings of the 
G. Fox re-magiftrates again{l his friends there. It is pro- 
ccives/etters b able the prefent fevere perfecution in England, 
England, difcovering them to have no patrons in the 
pe a Englifh government at home, but that the king 
tinued feves and 
rities to his 
dricnds, 
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and court, by connivance at leaft, if not by openc HA P. 
encouragement, left them expoied to the arbi- Hl. 
trary abufe of every inferior magiftrate, might =~ 
give new vigour to the malignant enmity of their 1677 
adverfaries in New England, as removing their 
apprehenfions of being called to account by the 
government here in their prefent difpofition, tor 
any feyerittes they might inflict upon this people 
within the limits of the king’s prohibition. So 
they proceeded not only to whip the Quakers, fo 
called, but alfo fome matters of fhips that were 
not of that fociety, only for bringing fome of 
them thither. But the Indians about this tine 
making an inroad upon them, and flaying feve- 
ral of their people, diverted their attention, to 
remove from them a more formidable enemy 
than the people called Quakers. 

There was yet no relaxation of the perfecution 1680. 
of diffenters in England ; but the rigour where- 
with they were treated received new force every 
fucceeding year of this reign. Such was the fierce- party ani- 
nefs of parties againft each other, and fo gene- monies 
rally was the nation divided, that there was no epee 
clafs, but what either was, or’ was reckoned of 
one party or the other, And although the gene- 
ral hiftory of Mingland be out of my line, yet a 
view of the ftate of the nation appears occa- 
fionally requifite to elucidate the hiftory of that 
part of it in which Iam engaged. 

Although a new parliament was clected early New par- 


. ; ae . : liament not 
in the laft year, yet, as the elections had, 1m very juddenty 


many places, been carried againft the court inqcouveped, 
tereft, the king, fearing the like oppofition from 
this as he had experienced from the latter fef- 
fions of the laft parliament, was not halty in 
convening them, Rubles prevented their nue 
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CHAP. by fundry prorogations. The interval betwixt 
“, the diffolution of the late parliament and the 
1680, Convening of this for bufinefs, encreafed the jea- 
loufy of that part of the nation, which had en- 
tertained fufpicions and fears of the defigns of 
phiguet, the court ; thefe diftrufts excited many corpora- 
Fensec eetions td prefent petitions to the king to affemble: 
ibe te “- the parliament; and notwith{tanding the king’s 
ches. difpleature thereat, and his publication of a pro- 
clamation prohibiting them, petitions were fent 
up from all parts, earneftly foliciting for a feflion 
of parliament. ; 

Gonape: ‘Lhe king and his partifans, finding his difplea+ 
curedby the fure and his proclamations ineffectual to put a 
cout. ftop to the petitions, had recourle to the like po- 
pular arts by which many of them were pro- 
cured, to procure petitions ef a contrary ten- 
dency from divers parts of the nation, exprefling 
their dete/lation and abhorrence of the feditious 
practice of the late petitioners, referring the fitting 
of the parliament abfolutely to the king’s plea- 
fure. ‘his fharpened the edge of party ran- 
cour, and ranged the people into two hoftile 
Petitioners) pareians diftinguifhed by the names of petitioners 
rersoriginal and abhorrers. ‘Thefe names were foon loft, 
Toes a through the virulence of party, in the more re- 
ty dite. proachful diftinétions of whig and tory, appel- 
sited lations afhixed to each party by the hatred of their 
tory. adverfaries, the former being the name of con- 
tempt applied to the Scotch Covenanters of the 
laft reign, and the latter a denomination of in- 

famy applied to the bands of Irifh Robbers. 
The former party diflintions were abforbed 
in thefe, the low-churchmen and the country 
party were included among the wigs, and ay 


they were more moderate in their fentiments to- 
wards 
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wards Diffenters, and averfe to perfecution, thec H A P. 


Diffenters inclined to them, and were generally hy slag 
comprehended in this party, On the other hand, | ¢¢. 


the High-churchmen, the Court-party and the 
Papifts compofed the body of the Tories: thefe 
in the event had the afcendency during. this 
reign, having the court preferments on their 
fide, and the king at their head; to their fupe- 
rior influence the great feverities, to which the 
Nonconformifts were expofed in the latter end 
of this reign, feem principally owing. 

As the people called Quakers were by princi- 
ple difengaged from all political partics, one 
might haye expected they might have been lefs 
obnoxious to the refentment of every party ; 
but they continued to be harrafled flill amongit 
the moft hated claffes of Nonconformifts with 
profecutions by all the variety of penal laws. 

The firft we meet with in this year is the profe- 
cution of George Whitehead. and Thomas Burr ) 
at Norwich,. principally carried on by }rancis 
Bacon, the Recorder, , 

‘Thefe' two men being on their travels met ac- - White. 
cidentally or providentially near the city of Nor- Burr pro- 
wich, being both on their way frem different ee 
quarters to pay a religious vifit to their friends in F.Bacon, ree 
that city on the fucceeding firft day of the week ; “er 
where being arrived, they held the morning 
meeting without interruption, and that in the af- 
ternoon, for about half the ufual time, when 
George Whitehead being preaching, a rude com- 
pany, chiefly informers, rufhing into the meet- 
ing with tumult and violence, pulled him down, 
who requiring them to thew fome leval authority 
for their proceedings, received only abufive lan- 
guage from them, with an infinuation to the ( 

people 
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CHAP people, that he might be a Fefuit. The theriff 
*! coming afterward took them prifoners ; they were 
brought before the Recorder, who was a jufltice 
of peace, who examined them, of their names, 
habitations and trades; /f they were in orders, or 
had orders from Rome. ‘Vhen queftioning them 
‘about .their preachimg, demanded of them 2ol. 
‘a-plece, with which refufing to comply, he next 
afked them, whether they would take the oath of 
allegiance? Vhey replied they could take no 
oath for conicience fake. While this examina- 
tion was going on, the informer, whofe intereft 
lay more in the convicting of them for. their 
Informer. | fines, than upon refufing the oath, whipered 
nae the juftice, who thereupon afked them, where 
they lodged, and where they fet up their horfes ? 

In reply to which, giving the intelligence they 
wanted, the informer went off to the inn; but 

was dilappointed of his prey, the horfes being, 
unknown to the prifoners, removed trom the inn 

Therecor- where they left them, The Recorder was very 
der abulive. jtheral of his invectives, terming them feducers 
and feditious. And difcovered the bitternels of 

his enmity by telling them there was a flatute, 

made in oye Elizabeth’s time, yet in. force, 

to hang fuch perfons as they were; and, being 
interrogated, ‘‘ If he could profecute them upon 

“ that law,”? he anfwered, “ Yes, if the * king 

** fhould 


1680. 


~ 


* The whigs (fo called) were for confining the preroga- 
tive within the limits of the law, and therefore were fuf- 
pected by their antagonifts of adopting republican princifles ; 
the other party, on the contrary, were for placing the king 
above the law, or making’ the law fubfervient to his will, of 
_which this declaration, of the recorder is an evident inftance ; 
. for, according to hia, the laws were to operate, not on ac- 
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“ fhould give orders to have it put im execu-c HW AP., 


“ tion I.would do it, and haye you hanged, if 


XI. 


* you would not abjure the realm.” He fete ye 


committed them to jail ’all the enfuing feflions, 


which were held about a month afterwards, when: 


they were fummoned to their trial; and being 
brought to the bar, George Whitehead addret- 
fing himfelf:to the court faid, “ We have been 
“ five weeks in prifon, it 1s: proper. the court 
“© fhould. know for what ;. pray let our mittimus 
« be read.” ‘he Recorder. replied, ‘ There is 
“ no need of; your mittimus being read here ; 
« J’ll give an account of the caufe. “They had 
“ oathered together a company of about two 
“ hundred, and officers went from me to dith- 
“ pate them but could not, and thereupon I 
“ fent the fheriff, who took them away; and 
“they being brought before me, | protlered 
« them, it they. would pay their hnes, I would 
& not commit them; and upon their refwal, I 


‘¢ tendered them the oath of jallegiance, which,” 


“¢ as they, were not willing to take, I fent them 
“ to jail’? George Whiitchead remarked, that 
they .being -Englifhmen hada right to travel in 
any part of the nation : And VPhomas Burr added 
that he being a. perfon that, was concerned in 
dealing in.corn, by the Jaw of England he might 
travel: from, place to place about his concerns. 
Upon which the Recorder made this taunting re- 
fledion, expreilive of his immoderate averlion 
to this people... * Had you not better have been 


count of their fitnefs or unfitnefs, but the king’s pleafure ; fo 
lie dormant orto be put in force, not as being unjutt or juft, 
but as the king fhould iflue bis orders, which is making them 
laws or no laws at the fole will of the king, 
| “© turning 


1680. 
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< turning your malt at home, than come’ hither 


** to preach. ‘The feripture faith, God added to 
“© the church fuch as fhould be faved ; but ye 
** draw from the: church; and the church of 
* England will never be quict ’till fome of you 
‘ be hanged.’ ‘ George: Whitehead then ob- 
ferving, how unbecoming it was, and derogatory 


n On 


‘to his office as a judge, to difcover himfelf fo 


Major part 
ef the jyul- 
tices in- 
clined to fet 
them at li- 
berty ; but 
by the re- 
corder’s 
yieans re- 
committed 
to prifon, 


plainly to be a party againft the prifoners, and 
to prejudge their caufe before it was regularly 
before him as a judge; and as a precedent, re, 
lating the circumfpection of chief juftice Hut 
fey, who’ being applied to by the king for his 
opinion. in the cafe of a traitor, declined deli- 
vering it ‘till it came judicially before him, he 
defended his caufe fo well, and reprefented the 
unequal proceeding of the Recorder in fo clear 
a light, that upon his appeal to the: mayor and 
jultices, the mayor replied, ‘* You have appealed 
“to me; truly: ‘we are tradefinen...and no 
“« lawyers: We leave matters of law to. the 
“© Recorder: He knows the law and we mutt 
“¢ acquiefce in his’ judgment.”? The major part 
of the juftices did not feem to approve of the 
recorder’s conduct, but inclined to fet them at 
liberty. * The recorder, piqued thereat, as a tacit 
cenfure on his conduct, infifted upon adminil- 
tering the oath, and prevailed fo far, that both 
the prifoners being difcharged by the court from 
the matter contained in the two mittimufes, had 
the oath tendered to them, and for refufal there- 
of they were committed again "tll the next quar- 
ter feilions. As the recorder and his agents had 
endeavoured to infinuate fufpicions of their being 


4 Beffe. 
probably 
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probably Papifts, they procured certificates, fign-c H_A P. 
ed by the parith officers and feveral refponfible ee 
neighbours of their refpective parifhes to the a 
contrary, which they would gladly have had read Bie 
in the court, but the recorder would not permit 

1t. 

Soon after the termination of the paft feflions, This recor- 
this recorder was deprived of his office by a vote ealite . 
of the common council, and a perfon of more bi tices. 
equity and moderation was elected in his place ; 
in confequence of which change, and the inter- 
pofition of their friends, at the next feffions they 
were cleared by proclamation, and difcharged re dena 
from their imprifonment, afier a confinement of Niion 
fixteen weeks. 

Yo recite the various cafes of fufferings would 
appear a needlefs repetition of fimilar occurren- 
ccs; in this year, as in the former, they were 
protccuted for not taking oaths ; as Popith recu- 
fants; on the ftatute for the forfeiture of 20], a Sufferings 
mouth, or two-thirds of eftates for abfence fronln 4 
the public worthip ;, hunted and {poiled by in- 
formers ; fubjected to exceflive diltraints for 
ecclefiaftical demands; run to excommunication 
in the bifhop’s court ; and imprifoned for contu- 
macy (as it was termed) or on writs de excommu- 
nicato capiendo ; and notwithftanding their fuffer- 
ings were fevere enough this year, yet the 
firugele between ‘the contending parties, into 
which we have obferved the nation was divided, 
being yet undecided, the fufferings of this year 
fell fhort of the fucceeding years, aiter victory 
declared for the court party. 

‘The parliament, after a long interval, were fuf- 
fered to meet, and when met, they went with 
the fpirit of their predeceflors, into an enquiry 
z concerning 
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CHAR. concerning the Popifh plot; and becaufe fome 
“~ , malicious epifcopalians were very forward to, 
rank the Quakers among{t the plotters, George 
“ox, who was then in London, thought it ne- 
G. Foxpub ceflary to publifh the following declaration on) 
lifhes a de. 1. Sari. > Me 2 
behalf of himfelf and friends, to remove fuch 


claration on 


behalf of — proundiefs fulpicions from the parliament. 


fricuds. 


1680. 


“It is our principle and teftimony to deny 
«and renounce all plots and plotters againit the 
<¢ king, or any of his fubjects ; for we have the 
<¢ fpirit of Chrilt, by which we have the mind, 
“© of Chrift, who came to fave men’s lives, and 
* not to deftroy them: And we would have the 
‘© king and all his fubjedts to be fafe. Where- 
‘¢ fore we do declare, that we will endeavour, 
“ to our power, to fave and defend him and 
“ them, by difcovering all plots and plotters, 
“© (which fhall come to our knowledge) that 
« would deftroy, the king or his fubjedts :.'Uhis 
« we do fincerely offer unto you. But as to 
« {wearing and fighting, which in tendernels of 
“¢ confcience we cannot do, ye know, that we 
‘“‘ have fuffered thefe many years for our: con- 
«© f{cientious refufal thereof, And now that, the 
“¢ Lord hath brought you together, we ,defire 
‘¢ you to relieve us, and free us from thofe fuf- 
s* ferings ; and that ye will not put upon us to da 
‘ thofe things, which we have fuffered fo much 
«¢ and fo long already for not doing ; for if you 
«© do, ye will make our fulferings and bonds 
“ ftronger, inftead of relieving us. 
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Notwithftanding the former applications on CH AP. 
behalf of this fociety to the late parliament, in | ** 
regard to thelr Juiicrings as popifh recufants, ea 
and the favourable difpofition of many of the 
members to yield them relief, they were ftill ex- 
pofed to ruinous profecutions on the obfolete 
ftatutes of Eliz. and Jac. x. and fundry of thei 
members being indicted this year as popifh re- 
cufants, the prefent difpofition of the parliament 
to make a diftinétion between thefe and protel- 
tant diflenters, encouraged the people called 
Quakers to prefent their cale to the king and Frefh appli- 


. . : 5 ed : cationto the 
parliament. Reprefenung their complaint againtt ine and 


the late prosecutions in the Exchequer for two- pssliament 
thirds of their eftates, which, for two years latt from adis 
aft had been feized into the king’s hands upon mde, 
old flatutes made againft popith reculants ; and sie 
levies daily made thereupon by the theriffs Sats 
throughout many counues in Lngiand ; the un- 
reafonablenefs whereof they proceed to demon- 
{trate, by a particular examination cf the pre- 
ambles of thele aéts, and the occafion thercof; 
whereby they hoped it would evidently appear 
that thefe flacutes, were enacted againtt > popifh 
recufants only, and not againft proteftant diffen- 
ters, or any other than popifh; and that the 
profecution of proteftant diflenters (as they have 
been carried on of late) is 2 firetching of thele 
fiatutes beyond the bounds of reafon and the in- 
tent of the Jaw makers; and the parliament hav- sundry 
ing appointed a commiitee to make enquiry into friends ate 
the profecutions of proteftant difenters upon mittee of 
thefe ftatutes ; Copies of the aforefuid cafe were F dlny toate 
not only prefented to the memibers o! the faid cafe before 
them, 
b Beffe. 
committee, 
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CH AP.committee, but alfo fupported by the perfonal 
attendance of fundry friends of London or its 
eae neighbourhood upon the fittings of faid com- 


mittee, particularly William Penn, George White. 


head and William Mead‘, of whom the commit- 
tee enguired, - . 

1. If they owned themfelves proteftant dif. 
fenters ? . 

2. How they fuffered by laws made againft 
popifh recufants ? 

Yo both which queftions anfwering to the fa-, 
tisfadtion of the committee, their treatment was 


generally refented as unjult and illegal, in being . 


‘+ profecuted as popifh recufants, when they were 
w- o. manifeftly real proteftants, while the papifts 
**" themfelves were indulged and exempted froin the 
penalties of thefe laws. ‘* Though,” (faith G. 
Whitehead) ‘* we envied not their liberty, nor 
“s any people’s elfe, notwithftanding we fuffered 

¢¢deeply in their {tead.”” 
In the courfe of the committee’s conference 
upon this fubjeét, Sir Chriftopher Mufgrave, 
though a zealous churchman, exprefled his utter 
sir Chrif- -diflike of the fevere ufage of this people, al- 
topha Mn. ledging, The prifons were filled swith them, that 
mark in gnaay of them had been excommunicated and impri- 
wer “foned for finall matters, and that it was a fhame: 
and feandal for their church to ufe the Quakers fa 

hardly on very trivial occafions. 


© George Whitehead’s Journal, 
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Catt ee cemenlT 


Bill for exempting Diffenters from Penal Laws.— 
fricnds attend the Committee of Parliament ta 
folicit on behalf of their Society.—Terms offered 
which would not relieve the People called Qua- 
kers.—The Bill confined to exempting Diffenters 
from 35 Eliz.—lt paffeth both Houfes, but is 
clandeftincly fuppreffed.—Refolves in favour of 
Diffenters.—Perfecution continued.--George Tox 
profecuted for Tithes.—William Penn obtains a 
Grani of Land in America. 


In confequence of thefe enquiries and the re-c HAP. 
port of the committee thereupon, a bill was XH, 
brought in for exempting the proteftant fubjects ~Y™ 
diffenting from the church of England from the eee 
penalties of certain laws ; being defigned to en- empting 
large the borders of the church communion, fo a ay 
as to comprehend one part of the diffenters, and lews. 

to grant a toleration and exemption from the 

penal ftatutes to the more fcrupulous, the Qua- 

kers particularly, upon condition of fubfcnbing 

a declaration of allegiance, and afiembling with 

open doors. 

Notwithftanding the people called Quakers rriendsat- 
were paflive and patient under fuifering, yet TR 
they were not fo infenfible to the benefits of their of palin 
own eafe in their perfons and poficihons, nor to ae WEE 
a fympathetic fceling for their friends under per- hapehilcl 
fecution, as to neglect the favourable opportu- - 
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CHA P.nity, now apparently prefented, for promotin 


XTl. 


the defirable liberty of contcience for which they 


“~™ had fo often pleaded and applied in vain. Divers 


1680, 


Terms of- 
fered whic 
would not 
relieve the 
people 

calicd Qua 


hers. 


friends in London, when the bill was com- 
mitted, were diligent again in attending the 
committee early and late, in order to folicit the 
infertion of fuch claufes ‘as might give cafe to 
the tender confciences of their friends, whofe . 
religious diflent was icrupulous in fome matters 
beyond other dificnters ; and were fo fuccefsful 
in their folicitations, that befide an exemption 
from the penalties of the laws againft popifh re- 
culants and conventicles, they obtained a claufe 
to be inferted for accepting a declaration of fide- 
lity inftead of the oath of allegiance. 

The other bodies of diffenters were folicitous 
to obtain the privileges they defired, the prefby- 
terians, keeping an eye to the emoluments of 
the eftablifhed priefthood, wanted to be compre- 
hended within the church; others were content 
with a toleration of their religion. And fome 

* of the members of the houfe being of the pref- 
byterian and independent focietics, or favourers 
_ of them, offered terms for the eafe of thefe fo- 
cieties, which would have left the Quakers, fo 
called, fill expofed to perfecution, viz. the 
taking the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy ; 
wherefore: George Whitehead “ took an oppor- 
tunity to confer with Colonel Birch and Alder- 
man Love (the membcrs who had propofed the 
faid terms) reprefenting thcir propofal as quite 
inadequate to the purpofe of giving effectual re- 
lief to other confcieniious dilenters, as well as 
to the Quakers, as he could not apprehend how 


4 George Whitchead’s journal. 
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they could take the oath of fupremacy, andc HA P, 
thereby fwear, That they folemnly declare and XI. 
teftify, that the king’s highnefs isathesonlyilu., 
preme governor of this realm, as well inal pi-nee oe 
ritual or ecclefiaftical matters, as in temporal, 

and at the fame time diffent fromm the church of 
England ; thereby withdrawing their obedience 

from him to whom they acknowledge it owing, 

which was an inconfiflency he knew not how to 
‘reconcile. 

Although this bill was committed, it was laid The bill 
afide, the time being-not arrived for perfecting Seating 
this laudable defign, yet a foundation was laid ditenwrs 
for reviving and completing it in the fuccceding Hea 
reign of king William Ii, At prefent the com- 
mons contented themlelves with confining the 
propofed bill, to exempting proteftant diffenters 
from the penalties of the perfecuting ftatute of 
the 35th of Lhz. betore noticed more than 
once, tor the repeated attempts to put it in force, 
after lying dormant many years. ‘The repeal of 
this bill pafled readily through the houte of com- 
mons,® but is faid not to have been cqually 
precipitated through the houfe of lords ; the bi- 

{hops yielding with reluctance to the refcinding 
this dreadful penal law, as apprehending the 
terror thereof might be of fervice to’ their 
church, their temper feeming more difpofed to 
compel by terrors and penalties, than to win by 
piety, perfuafion and good example. [owever Paffeth both 
it paffed both houfes, and when it fhould have Rama, 
been prefented to the king for his aflent, it was 
not to be found; having (as reported) been fe- 
creted by the clerk of the crown, who had been 
privately direéted by the king not to preient it 


© Neale. 
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¢ HA P.to him, whereby this fociety, with other diffen- 


XII, 
Vay 
1680. 


ters, were dilappointed of their hopes; and 
their endeavours to procure eafe being eluded, 
they were left expofed to profecution by all the 
penal laws, the eilects of which they felt as fe. 
vere as ever. 

Thus were the nonconformifts almoft conti- 
nually harrafled during this reion, and the church 
(io called) had the gratification of making ample 
reprifals upon their antagonifts and former op- 
preflors, for their fuiferings under their hands : 
For in all the ftruggling of parties thefe were the 
fufferers, and the people called Quakers, who 
had merited no fuch treatment, fuffered moft of 
all. ‘The king repeatedly attempted to grant a 
general indulgence, the benefits of which might 
extend to the papifts, but then the parliament ac- 
tuated by an equal averfion to nonconformitts 
and papifts, oppofed it with the weight of their 
influence ; and when the temper of the parlia- 
ment was changed in the favour of the diffen- 
ters, their {lrenuous oppofition to the court, 
their unrelaxed perfeverance in promoting the 
bill of exclufion, and the fuppoted activity of the 
prefbyterians in the elections of the obnoxious 
members, and favouring the obnoxious meafures 
of this parliament, had incenfed the king, who 
had no cordial regard to them before, {till more 
again{t them ; he feemed refolved to keep them 
and the other fectaries, fo called, in awe, by 
kecping in referve, and holding over their heads, 
this fanguinary law, which fudjected them to ba- 
nifhment or death. The court bifhops were more 
uniform in their conduct, adding the weight of 
their exertions and fufirages con{tantly on the fide 
of preferment and perfccuticn, fo that ae 

te 
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the king, the bifhops and the parliament, they 
held their perfonal liberty and their jufl property 


by a very precarious tenure through the extent of 


this reign. 

The mifcarriage of their favourite bill of ex- 
clufion, which they apprehended to be the only 
effe€tual fecurity againft the encroachments of 
popery,:as well as this repeal of 35 Miz. en- 
creafed the miftruft which the parliament and na- 
tion had entertained of the defigns of the court, 
and engaged them to enter into various meafures 
and refolves, equally offenfive to the king, who 
thereupon re/olved to prorogue them, of which 
gaining intelligence, previous to their proroga- 
tion the parliament pafled fundry votes, among 
which the following, however reprefented by 
fome writers as the refult of an angry, factious 
{pirit, muft meet the approbation of all difpaf- 
fionate men, as being in themfelves reafonable 
and juft, viz. 

1. “ Refolved, that it is the opinion of this 
«© houfe, that the aéts of parliament made in the 
“reigns of queen Elizabeth and king James 
«© again{t popifh reculants, ought not to be ex- 
«« tended again{t proteftant diffenters.”” 

2. “ Refolved, that it is the opinion of this 
‘© houfe, that the profecution of proteftant dil- 
<¢ fenters upon the penal laws is at this time 
‘6 grievous to the fubject, a weakening of the 
«© proteftant intereft, an encouragement to po- 
‘¢ pery, and dangerous to the peace of the king- 
«© dom.” 

- Thefe votes fhewed the fenfe of the commons, 
but did not repeal the penal laws : They were 
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CHAP. ftill in full force, and continued to be rigoroufly 
x1. enforced upon great numbers of this fociety 
\-v™ for three or four years longer, by magiftrates, 
1681. who feemed now to meet ‘with the countenance 

Perfecution ¢ : ‘ ° ne : ‘ 
continued, Of thcir fuperiors in proportion to their feverity 
in executing thefe laws. But flill this perfecuted 
people continued fteadfaft to their duty, refignedly 
fuffering the hardfhips under which unreafonable 
men might be permitted to bring them, for the 
trial of their faith and patience: For they did 
not fo much confider thele occurrences, as arifing 
from vifible caufes, the public temper and ftate 
of the nation, as refer them to the fupreme caufe 
and creator of all things, who they believed ruled 
in the kingdoms of men, in his will they patiently 
acquiefced, relying upon his providental arm for. 
fupport.in all their fuflerings, refting in hope that 
he would effe€tuate their releafe in that way 

and time which he fhould fee bet. 

eee pore George Fox being ftill in and about London, 
the Exche. was under a profecution, in which we havea 
quer for frefh evidence of the avaricious difpofition of 
' the claimants of tithes; of the exorbitance of 
the tithe laws then in force and practice, and of 
the difintercftednefs of George Fox. He.and 
his wife were fued for fmall tithes in the Exche- 
quer, and although they proved in their anfwer 
to the plaintiff’s bill, that no fuch tithe had been 
demanded or paid off her eftate during forty- 
three years fhe had lived there, yet becaufe they 
could not anfwer upon oath, they were run up 
to a writ of rebellion, and an order of court 
was iffued to take them both into cuftody. 
George, underftanding a warrant was out 
againft him, waited upon the barons at their 


chambers, to lay the hard{hip of their “cafe and 
( the 
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the illegality of the plaintiff’s demand beforec u a r. 
them. When the caufe came toa trial two of  *'t 

the barons declared their opinions, that he was 
not liable to the tithes in queftion ; but the other 
two joining with his antagonilt’s lawyers, plead- 
ed earneftly for a fequeftration, aliedging he was 
a public man. Vere we have a frefh inftance of 
the prevalence of that party-fpirit; which intefted 
the nation at this time to fuch a degree as to 
pollute the ftreams of jultice. What fignified it 
to the merits of the caufe, whether he was a 
public or private man? However the adverfe ba- 
rons bringing over one of thofe who had before 
decided in his favour, the fequeftration was ob- 
tained, but with limitation to the fum proved 
due, which greatly difappointed the profecutor’s 
aim, which was to have obtained it without limi- 
tation, that fo they might be their own carvers 
in making diftraint. In the courfe of the trial, 
it being made appear that George Fox had en- 
gaged himfelf never to meddle with his wife’s 
eftate, the judges could hardly be perfuaded any 
man would be fo difinterefted; until William 
Meade, who had given them the information, 
produced the engagement under his hand and 
feal, which raifed their admiration, as being a 
fpecimen of felf-denial rarely to be met with in 


thefe ages. 

It was in the early part of this year’ that the W. Pena 

; ; . ° + obtains a 
king, in confideration of the fervices of SIT grant of a 
William Penn, and fundry debts due to him tract in 

3 : eon t <Americay 

from the crown at the time of his deceate, Dy fom him, 
letters patent, bearing date the qth of March, SS 
1680-1, granted to William Penn and his heirs vania. 


1681. 


i William Penn’s Life. 
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that province lying on the welt of the river Dela- 
ware in North America, formerly belonging to 
the Dutch, and then called the New Nether- 
lands. ‘The name was now changed by the king 
to that of Pennfylvania, in refpe& to William 
Penn, whom and his heirs he made governors 
and abfolute proprietors of it*. ‘This favour of 


‘the king is fuppofed to be principally owing to 


the influence of the Duke of York, with whom, 

as High Admiral of England, his nee Admiral 
Penn, was a peculiar favourite, and who on his. 
dying bed, confidering his fon expofed to the 
danger of fuffering for his religious principles, 
recommended him to his proteétion, which the 
duke promifed, and in general performed. Wil- 
liam Penn, from a principle of gratitude, in 
confequence of thefe favours, was attached clofe- 
ly to the duke’s intereft, both during King’ 
Charles’s life, and after iin mounted the 
throne, which drew upon him many fevere cen-' 
fures and groundlefs jealoufies, as we may more 
particularly obferve in due courfe of time. 


k Sewel. Penn’s Life. 
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Parliament convened at Oxford.—Which being 
foon diffolved, is fucceeded by a fevere Perfe- 
cution.—Change of the Magiftrates of London. 
—Informers encouraged.—George Whitehead in- 

_ formed againft and fined.—Cruel Perfecution in 
the City of Briftol.—Chiefly carried on by She- 
riff Knight, Helliar an Attorney, and their 
A ffiftants.— Meeting -houfe greatly damaged, and 
many Perfons grofsly abufed.— Meeting-houfe at 
Temple-ftreet damaged in like Manner.— Rude 
Boys incited to affault rhe Women.—Helliar’s 
wile Condudt.—The Prifons filled.—The Magt- 
frrates and Citizens difapprove thefe Proceedings. 
—The Mayor prote/ts againft the State of the 
Fail.—Certificates of the dangerous Condition 
thereof.—Solicitation to the King for redrefs.— 
Order iffued for their better Accommodiution.— 
But difregarded by the Perfecutors, who cone 
tinue their Exertions in various Modes of Op- 
preffion.—Sufferings at Flamftead-End. — At 
Broughton, Leiceferfnire. 


THE king foon after the prorogation of thecH AP. 
Jaft parliament diffolved it by proclamation, yi Mt aah 
foon after convoked another to meet at Oxford, ~ 61. 
which difcovering the fame temper with the late partiament 
parliaments, and perfifting in profecuting the aaa le 
of exclufion, notwithftanding any concefhons or 
expedients the king propofed, he was at laft fo 
provoked, that, taking the advantage of a mil- 
underftanding 
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CHAP. underftanding between the two houfes in Fitz- 

XU. Harris’s cafe, he abruptly diflolved them. 

Oey ‘The non-conformilts, through the remainder 
This parlia- OF this reign, felt the fevere effects of this diflo- 
Fie being lution, being expofed to the power of their ene- 

iffolved, Che 2 : 4 

non-confor- Mies, and deprived of the prote¢ction of a par- 

mitts f- ]jament that was. inclined to patronize. their 

verely per- S 4 . 

fecuted, caufe. They had been for fome time pretty 
much at eafe in the city of London, the magi. 
{tracy and the citizens of that city, for the major 
part, having connected themfelves with the 
country party ; fo that from the year 1672 we 
meet with few fufferings of our friends in that 
city on any other accounts than eccleftaftical 
demands. But, according to a late hiftorian', 
the king, finding his authority abfolute, refolved 
to humble the prefbyterians, and gratified his 
revenge by the moft unjultifiable methods, to 
which he was inftigated by the violent counfels 
of his brother. ‘The non-conformifts were rigo- 
roufly profecuted on the ftatutes enacted in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. All the magiftrates, 
judges, juftices of peace, and licutenants of 
counties, fufpected of leaning to republican 
principles, were difplaced, and their places filled 
with approved tories. The clergy teftified their 
devotion to the court by their writings and fer- 
mons. ‘Lhe mutual animofities between the par- 
ties was now inflamed to rage and rancour, and 
the king placed himfelf at the head of a party. 
‘The city of London ftill maintained their inde- 
pendency ; and the fheriffs influenced the grand 
jury in fuch a manner as fkreened the diflenters 
of that capital from oppreflion. ‘To bring the 
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city under the influence of the court, Sir Johne HA P, 
Moore, the mayor of this year, had been gained ‘aie 
over to the court intereft, who nominated two  j¢¢, 
perfons for fheriifs that would be acceptable to “re 
the miniftry; and although the citizens difap- 
proved the nomination, and elected two others 
by a large majority, the mayor, fupported by 
the court, forced hus fheriffs upon the public 5 change of 
and in the like irregular manner he fecured ae 
= 5 5 oan & trates of 

fucceflion in the mayoralty to Sir William Prit- London, 
chard, whom he knew devoted to the king’s 
commands; and in order to prevent all future 
oppofition from the city, the next year the king, 
on very flender pretences, wrelted their charter 
from them, and reftored it only on condition of 
his having a negative in the choice of their 
magiltrates. 

The recital of this change of the magiftracy 
of London accounts for the reverfe of the mea- 
fures adopted in relation to the diffenters. “Vhe 
informers, who had been for fome time held in 
deteftation by the citizens, and difcountenanced 
by the magiltrates, began now to return to their 
prey with frefh vigour and infclence, under the 
encouragement of the court and its partizans ™. 
Vhey were lying on the watch in moft parts o 
the nation to make a prey of the people called 
Quakers (as well as others) wherever they had 
MEelINYS 5 and vile and infamous as their cha- 
agters were, they received encouragement, not 


ered 


f 
Informers 1 
encouraged, | 

bs , 


only from perfecuting magiltrates, but from 

many of the clergy, who efteemed them ufcful 

fervants of their church, to force contormiLy 

againft conviction. Several of the pricfls, even 
‘ 

= George Whitehead, Part i. 
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Gabe themfelves, turned informers, affifted in difturb. 
LAn~ mg the meetings, and by their perfonal aflilt- 
1682, ace, as well as their countenance, promoted 


G. White- 
head _ in- 
formed a- 
gaintt ahd 
fined. 


informations ruinous to many innocent perfons 
and families. 

George Whitehead in particular foon felt the 
eflects of the change of temper in the magiftracy 
of London®, bein, fined three or four times over 
in this and the fucceeding year. Firft 2ol. by 
Sir John Moore, for preaching in a meeting in 
Grace-church-{treet, for which he had taken 
from him goods in grocery ware out of his fhop, 
by James Holfworth, conftable, and others, to 
the value of 141. 6s. rod. according to the beft 
eftimate the owner and others prefent could 
make. Again, by warrant from Sir William 
Pritchard for the like fine, he had his goods 
feized by the fame conftable and others to the 
value of 261. (as the owner eftimated) for the 
diftrainers would not fuffer either an inventory 
to be taken or the goods to be weighed or ap- 
praifed. Upon the like pretence that George 
Whitehead did take upon him to teach in another 
meeting or conventicle held the 23d July, 1682, 
at the Savoy in the Strand, ona conviction made 
and certified by Sir Clement Armiger, on the 
information of John Hilton and Gabriel Shad, 
informers, one Manby, conftable, -with three 


~ others, came in a violent and furious manner 


and broke open the back door of his fhop, and 
feveral doors of the chambers of his houfe, feized 
all his beds and bedding, a confidcrable quan- 
tity of other houlehold goods and fhop goods, 
moderately valued at 331. but neither would 


"i George Whitghead’s Journal, part 2, page 541. 
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thefe officers fuffer an inventory to be taken, or CHAP. 
the goods to be weighed or appraifed, pretending | >" 
the feizure to be for a fine of 4ol. 


Two of his friends, John Edge and Jofeph poe 


Peckover, quietly endeavouring to perfuade thefe 


conftables to moderation, and to fuffer an inven- 
tory of the goods to be taken before they were 
removed, were apprehended by the faid Manby, 
and profecuted upon his evidence for a riot ; 
for which they were fined and committed to New- 
gate, and confined there ten weeks, to the great 
detriment of themfelves and families, being men 
of confiderable trade, and Joleph Peckover be- 
ing an inhabitant of Norfolk, and above eighty 
miles from home. 

George Whitehead made his appeal againft G white- 
this laft conviction, and alfo again{ft another pedal 
made by Sir ‘Vhomas Jenner, Recorder of Lon- 
don, fora fine of 2ol. and upon trial was dif- 
charged upon both appeals ; but only recovered 
yil. gs. 6d. on the former, Manby having fold 
all his goods for 1sl. and returned the juftice 
only the above fum, ‘The charge of profecuting 
the two appeals amounted to 171. gs. 8d. fo that 
he computed his whole lofs at 611. 7s. befides 
the damage done to his houfe and goods. 

Several others were in like manner defpoiled 
in different parts of the city, and in moft parts 
of the kingdom; but in the city of Briftol gy per- 

. . . ecution 1A 
perfecution of the members of this fociety broke the city of 
out, and was carried cn with uncommon outrage Brillol, 
and cruelty; principally by the perfevering ma- 
lice of a few intemperate {fpirits, who thruft 
themfelves into ofhice, to diftinguifh their loyalty 
by an excels of injuttice, and their zeal for the 
church, by the enormity of abule to their inoffenfive 

neighbours 5 
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Peed neighbours ; or bufily interfered in molefting, 
_, lmprifoning and breakine up their meetings, 
1682, When invelted with no legal authority. ‘The 
thieHy car. Molt diftinguifhed names in this band of officers 
ried on by and informers were Sheriif Knight, Alderman 

Apel Ralph Oly{fe, junior, one Helli att 
cnight, ylle, j fo) elliar an attorney, 
fh se wn with their fubordin: ate agents, Lugge, Tilley, 
and ther Cafle, Patrick, Hoare, Watkins, Brand and 
SE Re TSP ins. They began under pretence of levy. 
ing ch. laid on the meeting-houfe in Jamies’s pa- 
rifh, towards defraying the expente of the trained 
The larger Dands, under colour whereof they took the feats, 
er forms, flools and chairs, breaking many of them, 
Mataised, took away what they pledfed, and burned the 
ahead re(t then they encouraged the boys to break 
’ the windows. <A few days after Knight and Hel- 
liar attacked the people in their peaceable meet- 
ing, threw away the men’s hats, beat Cananiel 
Briton an ancient man with a cane, threw him 
down and bruifed him very much, and after. 
wards fent him to Newgate. ‘They broke the 
galleries, and carried away the partitions of the 
meeting-houfe. ‘They plundered the dwelling of 
‘Elizabeth Batho, widow, threw out her osan 
broke her windows, oblived her to quit her 
houfe, which fhe held by leafe, and put another 
iat in poffefion of it. Afterwards they 
ized them iecting-houle (as they p oretended ) for 
“hg king, use up the door placcs with boards, 

and put in men t o keep pofictiion. 

undafter-  Hlaving thus io violence taken poffefiion of 


Pas Crate odes meeting. houle, they proceeded to make the 
free. like devaftation at the other meeting-houfe of 
this people in Lemple-ftreet ; aoe they tore the 
widows a nd galleries to pieces in fo riotous a 
manner as te terrify the neie jshbourhood, and 
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after they raifed thefe riots, they accufed the 
perfons thus infulted and abufed as the authors 
of them. ‘The damage done to the meeting- 
houfes was computed at 15ol. and all this damage 
was done at the mere will of Knight and Hel- 
liar, without any juft caufe or legal authority ; 
the pretence of charging thefe houles to the 
trained bahds being a plain fiction to palliate 
the’ illegality of their actions. ‘They ulually 


were attended with a rabble of rude boys, whofe 
propeniity to mifchief and abufive behaviour 
they wantonly encouraged, in defiance to every 
rule of decorum, inciting them particularly to 
abufe the female part of the aflembly, even wo- 
men of repute and confideration. Helliar, as a 
fignal to the boys to begin the attack, would 
callout to the women, ‘ Have a care of your 
© hoods and {carfs,”? upon which the boys would 
fall upon them, and violently tear hoods and 
fcarfs, and otherwife abufe them. One of them 
impudently offering a grofs indecency to a young 
woman of delicacy and fpirit, the gave him a 
box on the ear, for which Helliar fent her to 
Bridewell. They took from feven perfons in 
five days above 1ool.’s worth of goods, fining 
{ome for the pretended poverty of others. ‘Vhey 
profecuted fiity as popith recuiants, in order to 
run them to a premunire. John Moon was 
committed to prifon on the Oxford act, and 
Griffith Jones, a trader from London, being 
taken at a meeting, had the oath of allegiance 
tendered to him, at the motion of the bifhop, 
and for refufing it was fent to jail. Helliar con- 
tinued his unmanly infults on the female part of 
the congregation, violating every fentiment of 
liberality and common decency, calling them 

whores, 
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c HAP. whores, tearing their hoods and fearves as ufual,” 

XII- dragging them out, and fending fome of them 

to Bridewell. At Temple-ftreet he confined the 

men and difperfed the women, driving them as if 
he had been driving cattle. 

Befides the plunder, and perfonal abufe to 

_ which they were fubject, feveral of them from : 

time to time had been committed prifoners to 

The prifons Newgate, where they were greatly incommoded, 

fileds «and their health endangered for want of room; 

wherefore they reprefented their cafe in ‘a pe- 

tition or complaint addrefled to Sir Thomas 

Farle, mayor, and the reft of the juftices, where- 

in they complain of being fo ftraitened, as to 

have nine beds in one room and feven in ano- 

ther, of thirteen feet fquare; that although an 

order of fefons had been made for enlarging 

the prifon, it had not been complied with, and 

requeflting, for the prefervation of their health and 

their lives, that they ‘would fee their order 

obeyed. 

Magiftrates “lhe generality of the magiltrates and citizens 

et were more humane than to approve of the cruel : 

thefe pro- proceedings of thefe forward perfecutors, the 

“«tgs- mayor and aldermen feemed moftly difpofed to 

_comply with the requeft of the prifoners, and 

declared their diffatistaction at the ftate of the 

jail, efteeming it an unfit and unhealthy pri- 

fon, of dangerous confequence to the lives of 

the king’s fubjeCls, and required the late order 

of feffions to be put into execution; and Ri- 

chard Lane, one of the fheriffs, declared his wil- 

lingnefs to yield obedience: But it was refufed 

and fru{trated by fheriff Knight, who depending 

upon fuperior fupport in his rigorous, meafures, 

fecmed fingly invefted with power to cae 

the 
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the refolutions of the whole body of the magi-¢ H 4 P. 
ftrates. XHI. 
‘Vhe mayor, not without reafon, being piqued -~v—~ 
at this overbearing inlolence of an inferior ma-,. 1682. 
giftrate, declared his refolution ‘that all convic- oe tee 
tions fhould be public, and not made in taverns“! da a 
and alehoufes: He entered his proteft againft eke: 
fuch conviétions, and againft the jail, as ablo- toni the: 
lutely unfit for fuch prifoners. He afterwards te of the 
demanded an account of the convictions made” ’ 
to that time, which Knight refufed: Wherefore 
the mayor caufed a record to be made of fuch 
demand and refufal. The mayor further declar- 
ed that he would have no more private convic- 
tions; and that the goods diltrained fhould be 
depofited in a public warechoufe ; that he would 
have an account of the fale of them, that they 
might be fold to their full value, and juftly ac- 
counted for. To be checked in the exorbitance 
of plunder, and tied down to any degree of jul- 
tice, was fo highly difpleafing to Knight and his 
band of informers, that they threatened the 
mayor with the weight of their oppofition to his 
intereft at the next election. 
Inftead of complying with the reafonable re- 
queft of the prifoners, and the order of the fef- 
fions, thefe infulting perfecutors perfifted in in- 
commoding them {till worfe, by a continual 
crowding of the jails with freth prifoners. The 4h jait 
next opportunity after their difpute with the creuded 
mayor, as if to thew their contempt OF alludes 
thority, but that whereby they were fupported, 
they fent forty-three more to Bridewell and forty 
to Newgate. 
A certificate of their treatment here was Certificate 


of the un- 


drawn up and publifhed by fome of the citizens fener of 
. (not the jail, &e. 
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Laurence 
Stecl and 
Charles 
Jones, ju- 
Nior, go to 
Londou, to 
folicit the 


king. 
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(not Quakers) who hearing of their inhuman 
ufage, accompanied fheriff Lane to view the 
prifon, wherein they declare it altogether unfit 
for the uncommon number of prifoners crowd- 
ed therein, eighty-five whereof were of the people 
called Quakers, who were unreafonably thronged 
to four, five, fix, feven and nine beds in a 
room, many neceflitated to lie on the ground, 
in a filthy place, which had been a dog kennel, 
to the hazard of their lives, which as the heat 
fhould encreafe might breed infe€tious diftem. 
pers to the endangering of the health and lives 
of the citizens at large. But remonttrances from 
every quarter were ineffectual with men void of 
reafon and compaflion, and folely intent on 
fully gratifying their unfeeling difpofition te 
vengeance and mifchief. 

When all rational and humane endeavours at 
home were too feeble to give a check to their 
cruelty, two friends, Laurence Steel and Charles 
Jones, junior, took a journey to London to 
feek that rehef, they could not procure there, 
from the king and council, the only body that 
were powerful enough to check the enormities 


of thefe perfecutors at Briltol. They were af- 


fifted in their folicitations to govermment by 
George Whitehead. Previous application was 
made to Prince Rupert, and the lord prefident, 
who difcoveiing a compaflionate concern at the 
unreafonable fulferings of their friends, procured 
them at their requeft, an opportunity to lay their 
complaint, the ftate of their fard ufage and 
petition for relicf before ‘the king and council. 
Several of the council being averfe to the non- 
conformifts, rather difcouraged and oppofed their 
folicitations 5 yet their pleading of the ‘caufe a 
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the fufferers, and clear exhibition of the illega-c HA P. 
lity and injuftice of the proccedings againft X11. 
them, made that impreflion on the King-and v7, 
the generality of the council, that an order was 1682. 
iffued to the magiftrates of Briftol to allow the ae 
prifoners better accommodations, whereupon better ac- 
fome of them were removed out of Newgate eames 
to another prifon, until they were rcleafed. 

Notwithftanding this order, their perfecutors 

were in nowile difcouraged from harrafing them 
by all manner of abufe. Helliar and ‘Tilley tore Abdufescon- 
Mary Hooper’s fcarf, and puthed her about to abcess 
that degree, that fhe was ill fome time after. 
Mary Page, wife of Vrancis Page, was violently 
pulled out of the meeting, to the danger of her 
life, the being then far advanced in her preg- 
nancy. Having driven and haled them out of 
the meeting, they encouraged the attendant rab- 
ble of boys to follow them in their abule, by 
pelting them along with dirt; Helliar, in his 
accuftomed vulgar oratory, faluting them with 
the mob-like appellations of wgly whores, bitches, 
jades and the like. ‘Yhomas Lofty, an ancient 
man, not going out of the meeting as foon as 
they bade hin, Helliar delivered him to the 
boys to carry to Bridewell ; they grievoufly a- 
bufed him, throwing him down feveral times 
in the dirt. 

The imprifonment of this people was flill ex- 
tremely rigorous, and all their treatment unrea- 
fonably illegal and unjuft. Three of the prilo- 
ners being dangeroufly ill, could not obtain the 
favour to go home a little for the prefervglion 
of their lives or recovery of their health: When 
one of their wives was brought to bed, her 
hufband requefted liberty of the keeper to 8° 
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but for an hour or two to fee her, but his re- 
queft would not be granted. They could get no 
fight of the informations or convictions againft 
them, though they employed lawyers for that 
purpofe ; for the records were not in court, but 
in the cuftody of Knight, Helliar or their agents ; 
and it was with the utmoft difficulty they could 
procure copies of the warrants by which the 
diftrefles were made. 

The repeated complaints of thefe prifoners to 
the magittrates, of the ftraitneis and noifome- 
nefs of their prifon, gave occafion to feveral phy- 
ficians to view and examine the ftate thereof, 
who certified under their hands that the jail was 
fo full and noifome, and the prifoners fo ftrait- 
ened for room to reft, as had a tendency to the 
deftroying and fuffocating of them, to breed in- 
fe€tious diftempers, and to endanger the lives 
not only of the faid prifoners, but of the nu- 
merous inhabitants of the city. 

The certificate of the phyficians was treated 
with equal difregard with the former reprefen- 
tations of the citizens. It feems thefe men, who 
appear to have ufurped the government of the 
city, paid as little regard -to the difguft or cen- 
fure of their fellow citizens, as they did to law, 
equity or humanity: Depending upon the fup- 
port of their fuperiors,’ who doubtlefs on the 
whole countenanced their proceedings, they fet 
cenfure and contempt at defiance; for about 
this time the fheriff, who was at the head of 


The sheriff the band, was advanced by the king to the dig- 


knighted. 


nity of knighthood, a dignitys which he appears 
to have acquired folely by his violent profecution 
of diffenters. 
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As the conftancy of this people in the greatc HA P. 
duty of aflembling to worfhip God, while at XII. 
liberty, was invincible; fo as a_prifon could or gigi 
not confine the freedom of their fpirits, or ieee ee 
impulfe of their confciences, they continued the hone 
practice of this duty im their imprifonment, ¥ #puled 
meeting and fitting down together in reverence up their : 
and fear¢ Being fo afiembled on the 3oth of the ™s 
month called March, Sheriff Knight, John Hel- 
liar, Edmund Brand and the jailer fell furioufly 
upon them, and thruft them by violence out of 
the room, the fheriif protefting, unlefs they de- 
parted, he would put them in irons. fe command. 
ed Roger Holland to be ironed, and put down 
into the Welt-houfe, the place where condemned 
felons are ufually put. At another time, being 
aflembled in the common hall, and one, of them 
(Allen Hallmark) {peaking a few words, the 
fheriff threw him headlong down ftairs, to the 
great hazard of his lite, after which he was put 
into the Weft-houfe, and continued there feveral 
days. 

Friends were not only thus expofed to perfonal 
abufe and imprifonment, but this body of in- 
formers, like the reft of their order, had an eye 


‘to the emoluments of office, as well as the gra- 


tification of their,malice. From ten of this 

people fined 7g]. 3s. ad. they took goods to aerGs as 
fed . ~ ai wink, 

value of 155i. 14s. 6d. and again for about 


‘ggl. they took money and goods worth 1531. 
‘and upwards. Of their conduct in this refpect , 


yur 
i 


we have the following account ina letter from 
fome of the fulferers. ‘¢ They got imo Cae eee 
eae 1 ry ullerinys, 
6© Marfh’s * houfe and made fad havock. ‘They & 
took 


* In a prper publifhed under the title of ‘The Devouring 
Vor. Il. il Iuformers 
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c HAP.“ took goods from others: of our friends, of 


XIII. 


Samed 
1682. 


** which we have no account yet, nor is this 
** account full, as we may have occafion to 


Informers of Briftol, dated 22d of April, 1682, is the follow- 
ing relation of the havock made at Richard Marth’s houfe. 
- “ Por thefe two days our old informers, Mr. Helliar and 
“ company, viz. Luges, Tilly, Caffe, Patrick, Hoare and 
“ Watkins, and their afliftants, have been levying diftreffes 
* upon feveral proteftant diffenters, and in the management 
** of it behaved themfelves with that fury, and unparalleled 
“ degree of violence and arbitrary force, that it fills our 
** hearts with fadnefs. Part of them (for they divide them- 


*¢ felves into two bodies) that is, Mr. Helliar, Luggs and 
“« Watkins, with their affiftaat Summers the butcher, 


“© came to the houfe of Mr. Richard Marth, who ts known 
*? to be one of the moft confiderable merchants in this city. 
“ ‘Thete entering his houfe, to make a diftrefs for rol. broke 
“* open his counter door, and fearched fer money, and then 
“ went into an inward counter, and there feized and carried 
“* away his journal, ledger, cafh and invoice books, and fe- 
“© veral other books of accounts to the number of thirty, a 
** bundle of written papers, and feveral forts of houfehold 
“ goods; Not content with this they feized alfo. the provi- 
“ fion of viétuals in the houfe, and carried them away, ex- 
“ cept fome victuals and drink, which they confured on the 


- place, {pending near three hours time in commanding his 
** houf d'ranfacking feveral chamb articularly th 
. ouie, and raniacking leveral chambers, particularly the 


“ chamber of his wife, then lying-in. During this ftay in 
the houfe their behaviour was fo infolent that they greatly 
“ affrighted not only his fervants, bur all the’ fpectators, 
“ whom bufnefs or refpect called to his ‘houfe. ‘This yen- 
“ tleman, Mr, Marth, had formerly taken from him a ton 
“© of wine worth zol. which was fold for 4l.,and to make 
‘‘ up the diftrefs 10l. they forced into his man’s counter and 
“took from him upwards of 6l. Their manner of levying 
“che diftrefs is as follows. When they enter a fhop, al- 
“ though there be abundance of goods in view, yet they break 
*‘ open chefts, counters, &c. and thence take away the 
‘* money ; if no money to be fourfl, then they take either 
“ fhop or houfehold goods, and of them generally to double 


“66 value. 
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<¢*mention more of the kind, as they are likeo nap. 
‘ to repeat their depredations, having warrants x111. 
“© for gool. ‘The quarter feflions are to be next ~w~ 
“© third day, the bifhop * is come, and all things 1682. 
«* feem ready for our ruin. But our hope is in 

“ the Lord, and we commend our caufe to him 
«alone. ‘Thefe diftrefles are taken for a meet- 

“ing whereat was no preaching or praying 

“that they. pretend to, or we can call to 
ering. 

The quarter feffions being held in courfe, fe- Several - 
veral of them were indified, found guilty pre rece: 
fined ; but the juftices, who were not infenfible 
of their wrongs, nor approved the proceed- 
ings again{ft them, inclining to the favourable 
fide, difcharged the greateft part, on promife of 
appearing at the next fefons ; and by their le- 
nity the majority of the prifoners regained their 
liberty; but . they did not enjoy it long, for 
Knight and Helliar immediately returning to dif- but foon 
turb their meetings, within two weeks after “7: ia 
their releafe, they committed feveral of them 
again to Newgate from their morning meeting, 
and then nailed up the doors upon the relt, be-’ 
ing fourteen men and eighty-feven women, and 
kept them there fix hours without any conve- 
nience for eafe or refrefhment. Thus exulting 
in the wantonnels of power, and glorying. in in- 
fenfibility to the feelings of men, they fet their 
‘nvention to work, to contrive every method 
of vexation they could devife againft a harm- 


- *' By the apprehenfion of this bifhop’s arrival tt feems 

probable to me that he encouraged the perfecution, and 
perhaps it might be his fupport which incited Knight and 
his affociates to their illegal proceedings, and to difregard the 
diflatisfadtion of the other magiitrates. 


12 lefs 


a 


1E2 MT AAULD GSI 4A aItfoat 7 
Tl 
; 


An o9dt one yods we bnid ult Yo ‘om nolasm # 
a-Si eitww yiiced 2tH0i labors tists sesqo4 or 4 


Lan tHe ot of exe ennifil on iT sig Sir » 
POC onli ite bere Ssenow at * qodlid oils teh 
ft 4h aged two we pind tug wit (best mond “ 
nih} oF tux) ae basinnios se bee ebital ody 
“out + tol nadet ow elo glad l anole * 
| Mya tw unidseaig oO 26 Iesedue gai» 
| 7 Tia his Sto cor hasty (ods —* 
dent Shi ai filo yetind anoils) wNGup of'T 


| slisgrcdure, { 


ee 


bldiewmiovael sft oy Wiiiniloas trendy Doicys 

to sllemerny ae Neg Jbstaoty ode 

ooh viodt ¥d biw 3 snails} dese alt ae Hala 
uly 


rods bostiayet etanotiny alt to yiojenn 
¢ Tol anol vow goa bib yoy md. 2 ytisdif 
sal “lity ah tay ¢lytsl senanb tcillsH bere } 
evil beep ot ‘i 


a” Taila 9 3W ‘ew iiiw ? s theds dus 
oF cates Yo ude bortiawac) yarly re 
aynitson gulavohn Wad oak ee eee. 


~ 


bods yr ‘stiniato of Drow) 
~srauitl haings ‘liveh bios vad notexsy 
' : ow ta” ee * 
wrist tara ne i ar 
bins atthe n ‘uote wi 
Lure wtyic bostond dei ” mongut ) 
| dF dwgalh or ben Bhibaserg 


etal 


532 


CHALE: 
XIII. 


an aed) 
1682. 
Friends 
moftly in 
prifon,men 
and wo- 
men, 


and the 
children 
keep up the 
meeting, 


HISTORY itor THE 


lefs body of people, merely for meeting in ‘a 
peaceable manner, without injuring any man. 
‘They continued to procure their imprifonment, 
until moft or all the men were in milerable con- 
finement ; and then, becaufe the women kept up 
the meeting, they proceeded to imprifon them 
alfo; fo that at length the number of prifoners 
being'about one hundred and fixty, there re- 
mained few but children to keep up the meet- 
ing. 

‘Vhefe children, after the example of their. pa- 
rents now in confinement, kept up their meet- 
ings regularly, with much gravity and compo- 
fure: It was furprizing to fee the manly courage 
and eonftancy, with which fome of the boys be- 
haved on this occafion, undergoing many abules 
with patience: And although their age exempt- 
ed them from the lafh of the law, yet even the 
{tate of minority could not refcue them from the 
furious aflaults of thefe callous informers ; they 
put fome of them in the {tocks at one time 
three quarters of an hour, at another time two 
hours and an half; they were unmercifully bea- 
ten with twifted whalebone fticks. Hlelliar fent 
eleven boys and four girls to Bridewell; next 
day they were brought before the deputy mayor ; 
they were cajoled and threatened, to make them 
forbear their meetings, but the children in that 
refpect were immovable: Wherefore they were 
fent back to Bridewell; Helliar, to terrify them, 
charging the keeper to procure a new cat of 
nine tails againft next morning, Next day he 
urged the juftices to have them corrected, but 
could not prevail. So many were at length im- 
prifoned, that there was no more room in the 
jails. By their cruel proceedings many families 

were 
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were alfo ruined in their circumftances, ‘Their CHAP. 
goods were continually taken away for attend- XII. 
ing meetings, and to thofe, who were thought to “~~ 
be men of good eftates, the oath of allegiance 1682. 
was tendered, in order to bring them under the once 
fentence of premunire, and take away AU MGe eG a 
once. , And as it feems clear that fuch pro- a 
ceedings were countenanced or concerted by the 
court, it is fuppofed, that fome of this people 
had given umbrage by giving their votes at elec- 
tions in favour of men of moderation, who, 
they expected, would be no favourers of popery 
or perfecution; hints being reported to be thrown 
out, that if Mr. Penn or Mr. Whitebead would 
undertake for the Quakers, that they /bould not vote 
for parliament men, there foould be no further 
perfecution of them. 
his year John Whitehead, an eminent friend j, white- 
in the miniftry, of the Kaft riding of OrRuitege ee 
was committed prifoner to Lincoln caftle by juf- jail as aje- 
tice Burrel, being accufed as a jefuit, for 
preaching at a meeting, and tried at the enfuing 
affizes at Lincoln before Baron Street; but as 
that accufation could not be made good, the 
cuftomary {nare was reforted to, of tendering 
the oath of allegiance, for the refufal of which 
he was indi¢ted, and though he pleaded ably 
againit the unreafonablenefs and illegality of ac- 
cufing and trying him for one crime, and then 
indicting him for another, he was convicled and 
premunired, and in confequence caft into pri- 
fon, where it is /uppofed he was detained untul 
the general releafe in 1686. i ROLE 
The perfecution thus encouraged at COUT; confaney. 
and carried on by magiltrates devoted to aN 
court party, with all the rigour of a violent pret eae 
party deftinely to 
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party fpirit, had in a great meafure deterred the 
other clafies of proteftant diffenters from keep- 
ing up their mectings, or aflembling publickly 
for worfhip ; and although many of their minif- 
ters had betrayed an invidious difpofition to- 
wards the Quakers, and fet them off in unjuft 
and difagreeable’ colours, to render them odious 


and ridiculous, yet in their nocturnal meetings 


they would pray God, that it might pleafe him to 
keep the Quakers fleadfaft, that fo they might be as 
awall about them, in order that other ‘diffenters 


might not be rooted out. And their fteadfaftnels 


in fuffering was fuch, that fome of their perfe- 
cutors began now to delpair of fubduing them 


to their wills, being heard to fay, that the Qua- 


kers could not be overcome, and that the devil him- 
felf could not extirpate them. Several of their 
teachers, and particularly George Vox, were 
much engaged by their exhortations and epiftles 
to encourage them to fteadfaftnefs and _perfever- 
ance ; and what was really remarkable, many of 
thofe, who travelled about at this time in the 
work of the miniflry, efcaped the purfuit of the 
informers, and accomplithed their fervices with- 
out moleftation, 

Although I have been particular in the nar- 
ration of the perfecution of friends in Brilftol, 
yet perfecution was not peculiar to that city, 
but in molt parts was carried on with great ani- 
mofity. At Flamftead-end in Hertfordfhire, 
the juftices and conftables broke the forms, gal- 
leries, windows and doors of the mecting-houfe 
all in pieces; and after the door was repaired, 
they broke it again and burned it, whereby 
they fet fire to the chimney piece, to the ter- 
ror of the neighbourhood ; and one of the jul- 

tices 
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tices was heard to declare, that if he could be CHAP. 
sure, tt would burn nothing but the meeting-houfe, Xl. 
it fhould not be extinguifbed. At Broughton ine 
Leicefterfhire endeavours were ufed by perfonal 1682; 
abufe and barbarous cruelty to diffolve ree 
meeting there. ‘The principal promoters Or wees. 
thefe abufes were William Cotton, prieft of the 
parifh, and the parifh officers, who encouraged 
certain rude young fellows to infult and abule 

the perfons affembled. Of thefe, two women, 
Elizabeth Hill and Elizabeth Hilton, were fo 
grofsly abufed, that the fermer was left for 
dead, and the latter fo hurt and bruifed that 

fhe lay there near three weeks before fhe reco- 
vered ftrength to go home, about two miles. 
When they were abufing Elizabeth Hill, and 
dragging her through the dirt, fome of the 
neighbours alking them, if they meant to kill the 
woman, they an{wered, what care We, Mr. 
Cotton bade us. AAs the feemed expiring, one of 

them faid, Jet us fee if her teeth be fet; ana- 

ther, putting his finger into her mouth, and per- 
ceiving her breathe, faid, Jet us at ber again, 

the devil is in her yet, and we will foueexe him 

out. One of thefe youths, gathering up dirt, 
chrew it) in4thesface,.oF Elizabeth Hilton, then 
took a handful of dirt, and following her, caught 

her by the hood, holding her behind the head 

with one hand, cramming the dirt into her 
mouth with the other. Being with fome dilt- 

culty got into a neighbour’s houfe, and appre- 
hended to be near expiring, the conitable was 

fent for to keep the peace, but he came not; 

but one of the youths coming in, upon feeing her 


faid, I think fhe is dying indeed, but if fhe da, 
foe is fitter for tbe devil. af 
he 
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cHap, The men, after being fpoiled of their fub. 
XI, {tance by one Smith an informer, had been al. 
“v™ molt all fent to prifon by the inftigation of the 
1082. fame prieft.. Yhis is indeed a remarkable {pe- 
cimen of the temper of too many of thefe no- 
minal paftors of the high-church party, and the 

morals imbibed by their inftructions. 
Many more extraordinary cafes of their fuffer- 
ings might be produced in this year; but we 

fuppofe the forevoing fufficient. 
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Seven hundred of the People called Quakers in 

~ Prifon.—Perfecution at Briftol continued.—Cru- 
elty of aac Dennis, Sailer, who on his Death- 
bed is feized with Horror in reflecting on bis 
paft Conduct.—Profecution of Richard Vickris on 
the Statute of 35 Elizabeth—Removed by Ha- 
beas Corpus to the King’s Bench bar, and ac- 
quitted.—Perfecution in London continues. —Per- 
fecution in Somerfetfbire. 


CHEIPATE: 


: IN the year 1683 perfecution continued rather 
XI 


encreafing in many places, the number of pri- 
162, foners of the people called Quakers in the dif. 
Seven hun- ferent parts of England being computed upwards 
dred prifo- of feven hundred. But {till that carried on in 
the 
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the city of Briftol feems as generally affeGtingc H a P. 
the members of this fociety as in any part of the XIV. 
nation, or more fo. hey were not only caft “~~ 
into prifon in great numbers, but inhumanly | 1683- 
treated there; not only by Knight, Helliar, and ata 
theiz afiftanis, but the jailer, whofe name was continued. 
{aac Dennis, in imitation of his fuperiors, made Cruelty of 
their imprifonment as diftrefling and wuneafy as ie flor, 
poflible. Some of the prifoners defiring to work 

at their callings for their fubfiftence in jail, he 

would not allow them the liberty. One Richard 

Lindy, a blind-man near ninety years of age, 
being carried to jail, was forced for want ie 
bed to fit up three nights in a chair, though 
others offered to pay tor his lodging, if a con- 
venient place had been allowed him. Somein = > 
prifon fell fick of the {potted fever, of whom 
three dicd. Whereupon friends defired Dennis 
that chey might go out in order for their reco- 
very; he pretended he was willing, if the ma- 
giftrates would confent ; but when they wrote to 

the magiftrates, he ufed his endeavours to pre- 
vent the fuccefs of their application, and was the 
means of fruftrating them of obtaining their re- 
gueft. ‘Yo fome friends who were taken fick he 
‘behaved with great inhumanity, refufing one the 

aufe of his friend’s fire, to another the liberty of 
removing out of the diftracting noife ef {wearers 

and drunkards, although the new fherilf ordered 

him to do it, yet he detained him in his uncom- 
fortable lodging ’till he died. He, his wife and 
underkeeper were moft rudely abufive to them, 
though many of them were people of account, 
both with hands and tongue, pulling the men 

by the hair, throwing them down ftairs, rudely 
haling, and kicking women, and throwing them 

. down, 
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c HA Pp. down, to the hurting them grievoufly, calling 

xiv. them by opprobrious nick-names, rogues, whores, 
tev— cheats, and fuch like. 

1683- = But from the difmal cataftrophe of this un- 

feeling jailer we may draw this inference, that 

although, under the impulfe of our pafhions, and 

our gratification of them, we may for the fea- 

fon fileace the reproofs of the monitor in our 

own brealts, lull confcience afleep, and blunt its / 

flings, yet a time will come, when it will ‘awake, 

make itlelf heard, new point its fling, and {trike 

The jailer It to the heart. ‘his poor man, about the mid- 

ep dle of October, was taken fick, when the ‘re- 

withhor- fleétion upon’ his paft life filled him with incon; 

rors receivable anguith of mind, under which he ex- 

his patt con- prefled his wilh, that be had never feen the infide 

a of the fail, for it had undone him. Me defired 

the Quaker prifoners, whom he had milufed, to 

forgive him for what he had done; to which 

they anfwered, they did forgive him, bui he fhould 

afk forgivenc/s of God. But {till his anguifh en- 

creafed to torture, to fuch a degree as to caufe a 

fear that he would go diftracted. ‘The phyf- 

| cians ordering him to be bled, he fignified to 

this effect: None of their prefcriptions would do 

him any good, his diftemper being beyond their 

| reach ; his day was over, and there was no hope 

of mercy from God for bim. Some of the friends, 

pitying Ins condition, charitably endeavoured to 

adminifter a ray of comfort, hinting, that they 

hoped bis day was not over, Jecing he was fo fully 

fenjible of his condition. ‘Yo which he replied, 

«© |. thank you for your good hope; but I have 

“ no faith to believe.’ Whatever was thus 

fpoken to relteve him gave him no eale, but 

Janguifhing in all the anxiety of defpair about a 

month, 
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month, he died without difcovering any hope or C H A P. 
fign of forgivenefs. Now although we prefume *IV- 
to form no judgment upon thole, who are fain a 
-moned to an higher tribunal than that of fal- 1683. 
lible man, yet this paflage may furnifh us with 
an eftimate of the incomparable value of a con- 
fcience void of offence towards God and man. 
A wounded confcience who can bear ? 

All the abufe and lofs of fubftance this people 
had already fuftained * not being fufficient to 
fatiate the vindictive fpirits of their periecutors, 
many of them were returned into the Exche- 
quer on the ftatute of 2ol. for abfence from the 
national worfhip, the amount of whofe fines 
came to the enormous fum of 16,440l. ° for 
which feveral were diftrained; but how much 
was actually levied of thefe fines I find no cer- 
tain account. Not fatisfied with depriving them 
of their liberty, property and perfonal  eafe, 
thefe perfecutors proceeded next to eflay, how 
far they could fucceed in an attempt agaimtt 
their lives. ‘Vhey began with Richard Vickris, Profecution 
who had before felt the effects of their malevoo st er 
lence in fines, imprifonments and perfonal abufe. the toe 
He was the fon of Robert, Vickris, formerly Reece 
merchant and alderman of Briftol, and after- bi. 
ward of Chew-magna in Somerfetfhire ; he was 
convinced of the principles of this people in his 
youth ; to divert him from joining in fociety 
with whom, and coming under the opprobrious 
appellation of a Quaker, his father fent him 
abroad to travel in France, put was difappointed 
of his intention; for Richard, through difeutt 
at the fuperitition of the ceremonious religion 
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CHAP of that country, was more confirmed in his 
XIV. adoption of one, which rejected ceremony and 
“—~v— ~vain fhew, in purfuit of the fubltantial part ; 
1683. and therefore upon his return openly embraced 


the proteflion of that religion, of the reafonable- 


nefs whereof he had becn convinced. Herein. 


his fincerity was indifputable, fince with this 
profefhon he embraced a variety of fullerings 
and hardfhips, when he might have been other- 
wife in cafe, opulence, and a diftinguifhed cir- 
cumftance of life. In the year 1680 he was 
imprifoned upon an excommunication ; he was 
afterwards fubjected to frequent fines and dif- 
traints for attending mectings; and now, lait 
of all, they proceeded to put the ftatute of 
35 Eliz. in force againft him, the penalty of 
which hath been already recited, and that the 
laft parliament repealed it, but the royal affent 
was eluded. 

At the feffions, previous to the time called 
Fafter, Richard Vickris was indiéted on that 
{tatute ; but demurring to the jurildiction of the 
court, and refufing to plead, he was committed 
to prifon. At a following feflions he was ad- 
mitted to bail, on fecurity given to anfwer the 
indictment ; between that and Midfummer fef- 
fions he procured an habeas corpus to remove his 
body and caufe out of that court. 

At an adjournment of the faid fefions, on the 
goth of 6th month called Augult, he prefented 
his habeas corpus, had his recognizance difcharged, 
and was delivered to the cultody of the fherifl. 
Yet notwithftanding, at the infligation of Sir 
John Knight, he was hurried to his trial at the 
clole of the fefficns on the 23d of the fame 
month, and though he requefted not to be fur- 

prized 
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prized into an unexpected trial for his life in thec H A P, 

abfence of his countfcl, but to be allowed time XIV- 

toyoiepate tor jis od etence, socecourt,. under the eves", 

influence of Knight, Helliar and others of the 1683. 

like caft, would grant him no favour, juitice or 

delay. He found means bowever to retain coun- 

fel, who ably pleaded his caule, afiigned a va- 

ricty of errors in the indictment, fhewed clearly 

that the witneffes had not proved him an offen- 

der againft the ftatute upon which he was in- 

diéted. That the witnefles had {worn he was at 

a meeting on the day mentioned in the indict- 

ment; but he had been punifhed already by the 

conventicle act for the fame mecting, which act 

enacted, hat no perfon punifhed by this att 

fhall be punifhed for the fame offence by virtue 

of any other law or ftatute whatioever. But the 

cleareft arguments lofe their force with men whole 

paflions are warmly engaged on the oppofite fide 

of the queftion. ‘The court over-ruled every 

plea, in the moft arbitrary manner, and the jury*, 
{elected 


* Trial by jury is efteeméd the bulwark of the Englith- 
man’s life and liberty; but we meet with many inftances in 
this reign that the forms of a free conftirution may be pre- 
ferved, and yet under thefe forms real injuftice and arbi- 
trary {way be exercifed. For when corruption generally pre- 
vails it faps the foundations of a free government, and under 
the fhade of the form the fubftance is frequently loft: And 
when the fpirit of party is joined to corruption of manners, 
{mall is the fecurity the vanquifhed party derive from contti- 
tutional privileges. For corruption hardens the confcience, 
and party rage biafles the judgment, and with juries under 
this defcription, too often the popular humour, the direc- 
tions of the court, and the gratification of their own prcju- 
dices, are of more confideration than the nature of the evi- 
dence or the obligation of their oaths. Iris a peculiar and 

valuable 
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c HAP. felected moftly of men of mean occupation’, 


XIV. 


(though he was a gentleman bred) to an{wer the 


“~— purpofes of his adverfaries, made no dificulty to 


1683. 


bring him in guilty ; in confequence fentence was 
pafled upon him, viz. That he Jhould conform, or 
abjure the realm in three months, or fuffer death as 
a felon, without benefit of clergy. ‘The recorder 
then admonifhed him to conform: Richard 
Vickris anfwered, He prefumed he would not de- 
fire his conformity againft bis con cience, and that 
to play the hypocrite with man was hateful, much 
more with God. We exprefled his fentiments with 
freedom, and returned to his prifon undifmayed 
at his difmal fentence, being fupported above 
fear by the eafy and peaceful tenor of his mind, 
in the confcioufnefs that he fuffered not for evil 
doing. He lay in prifon under the aforefaid 
fentence till the next year, when the time for 
his abjuring the realm being expired, he was 
liable to the execution of the fentence; for, he 
who in point of confcience could not /wear at 
all, was neceflarily reftrained from the abjura- 
tion. 

‘His adverfaries, having-gained their point thus 
far, feemed determined to proceed to the execu- 
tion of the fentence again{t him “ But being con- 
{cious that the iniquity of their proceeding 
would not ftand the teft of candid examination, 


yaluable privilege to be tried by our peers, provided they be 
men of honour, integrity and confcientious regard to equity. 
But the juries of this time feem to have been picked from a 
different clafs, being, according to bifhop Burnet, a fhame to 
the nation and a reproach to religion, being packed and pre- 
pared to bring in verdiéts as they were directed, and not as 
matters appeared upon the evidence. ; 
¢ J. Whiting. 
and 


¢ js ¢ 
nv td TROPRIN 7 


a= iiequoon meom Yo. eset Jo yiflom bo Galslw a 7 
~~ oly austere 01 Chard mninalyiog & xuw si ) 

© (ilusditi oa abant jeapsherrbe std ie gate 
enw sonetiel saoppelaie ri ; Filing alenidl 
Weve Blwol oh SHOE tiv raed neey 
ah Aiorhs bin 8 vo WANE SOA) Wl niga Ay 
taboos aft” .vysals Yo thansd Inadtlor , 
bili Yarns or mit hodiguithe 
“ay tow bikoar yt taislierg al biswine shot 
tel) na Sonstluess aid Lpioge qlimsc\aes 
Downe Jv \yvod vor anim Ayay evseq7 ay yulq oh 
Hui siusininsst eid baltriqxs oft Ao Deas St9i 
bayemibsy aoting sid oy banyr bis niobasd -_ 
svods Lamoqqut goisd ,soroursl lemlih ald’ te x 
ebuiit zit te tonsT lutsossy hoe Vis sei d qest = 
five wl 164 bawittul 2! jadi AsAyoiues ali ati 
Liekwwiin ail} rebate “Aoling m yl sf. i 
wil sgns otf adv yy te5n st His" Sutsind 


kw 2d ,hosiqes Ynisd niles sd ynisuide a = ; 


od toh psoneie) silt Ye nottusees ait 04 
ih Aw 140 bliss sonsistaes Is 3 hi 
“etude ot mort foyieriive ylindason ayy eo - 


or 
tut Iaioy tind boagieg.yaived eeidhovbe dh 
*ujoxs oily vit pis | o! Lonarsih bom) 
+ © 0a yariod wt: mis ludess ootoinat sdy%o nol 


le ae ae 


od ‘rnc. behiverg erase sama ye lols sd on sualteten olde, 
ke o) biegee ceaaiee: cu toe ad lo @ 

pai? Badaly dove wend oy mis ot " Tr 
ar sat @ reniull gudticd uA gathyes isd slain wast 
be Daeg yeh: 1 


feats 


Gamba Jobide see = "eee 
VL 


bate 


PEOPLE cattep QUAKERS. 


and apprehenfive of the public odium that might 
attend the full execution of this fanguinary law, 
‘they added one injury to another, endeavouring 
‘to take away his good name, before they took 
away his life; that by blackening the one they 
might deprive him of protection and commife- 
ration, and refcue themfelves from the ceniure 
and deteftation naturally attendant upon the 
other. hey very unjuitly reprefented him as a 
perfon difaffetted to the government. But it 
pleafed divine providence to deliver him out of 
their hands. For his wife in her diftrels took a 
journey to London to make intereft with the go- 
vernment in his favour, and by the afliftance of 
her friends there, got admiffion to the Duke of 
York (who bore the chief fway at court) and 
laid her hufband’s hard cafe before him ; upon 
hearing which he declared, ‘* That neither his 
«© royal brother nor-himfelf defired that any of 
«his fubjects fhould fuffer for the exercile of 
« their confeiences, who were of peaceable be- 
‘© haviour under his government,” and there- 
upon gave fuch direétions as were eflectual to 
-procure his difcharge. He was now removed by 
habeas corpus and writ of error from newgate in 
Briftol to London, and brought to the king’s 
bench bar, where, upon the errors afligned by 
counfellor Pollexfen, he was cleared of the fen- 
tence on the 35th Eliz. by Sir George Jefferies, 
lord chief juftice, and fo was legally difcharged, 
to the great joy of his aged father, his diftretled 
wife and family, and his friends throughout the 
nation. His father lived to fee him after his dil- 
charge, but furvived his return only three days 5 
by whofe will he fucceeded to his eftate and feat 


at Chew, in which he fixed. his refidence, and 
lived 
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cHap. lived there in reputation and honour, confpi- 

JV. cuous for his virtue and benevolence, an orna- 

““r-~ ment to his place and ftation; when Helliar 

1683. was no more, having finifhed his wretched life 

in great horror and perturbation of mind, under 

the torture of an acculing confeience. ‘¢ Oliffe is 

reported alfo to have been fo uneafy in his laft mo- 

ments, in his retrofpection of his imprifoning and 

defpoiling this people, that he withed reftitution 

to be made to them, when it was out of his pow- 

er; and fo under the fenfe of the wrong he had 

done, without the means of rectifying it, he 

breathed his laff. And Knight proving himfelf 

all along a determined foe to liberty of con- 

fcience, became difaffected to king James for his 

difpenfing with the penal laws, not fo much, if 

we may judge by his confequent conduct, upon 

the account of the illegality thereof, as that his 

hands were tied up from gratifying his pride and 

his malice, in domineering and diltrefling his 

fellow-citizens. ‘lurning with the tide, he fa- 

youred the revolution, but when he found the 

confequence thereof to be a general toleration, 

he ranked with the malecontents in king Wil- 

liam’s reign ; and that meafure, he had meted out 

to cthers, was more jufily meatured out to him 
again, being himlelf, for fome offence again{t 

government, imprifoned in the fame jail to which 

he had in the zenith of his power committed fo 

many honeft people ; after his releale, being re- 

duced in his circumftances, he lived in obfcurity 

in a village in Somerfetfhire®s, 
It is not fo much from any fatisfaction we re- 
ceive in thefe narratives of the cataftrophe of our 
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perfecutors, that we preferve them on record, as C H A P. 
that by contrafting them with the peaceful exits XIV. 
of virtuous and religious perfons, who have made ““Y™ 
it their ftudy through life to preferve a confei- 1°83- 
ence void of offence, many of which are de- 
‘{cribed herein, we may form a jut eftimate of 
-human life; of the value of a good conicience, 
and: of the inconceivable advantage of a life 
"of felf-denial, even to the fuffering of — per- 
fecution; over: that fpent in the full gratifica- 
‘tion of the fenfual appetites, irregular paflions, 
ambitious luft, and abufe of power, in that 
hour which ‘puts .a ‘period. to our exiftence 
here, and reduces all the ranks of mankind to a 
level? biznatt feybral t 
_ This perfecution in Briftol continued ’till king 
James iffued his proclamation for a free pardon, 
‘with his fpecial warrant for comprehending the 
Quakers therein: Upon which they were fet at 
liberty, and from thenceforth the perfecution in 
‘this city for their religious, meetings: entirely 
ceafed. 

In London in this year numbers were imprifon- Perfecution 
ed from the fundry meetings, fined as rioters, and ace a 
imprifoned again for their fines; diftrained by 
‘Exchequer procefs for ablence from the national 
worfhip; harrafled and plundered by informers 
and foldiers ; particularly John EMon being fined 
2ol. for the Peel meeting-houfe, and iol. for an 
unknown preacher was diltrained by Yates, 
Headborough of Clerkenwell and * Gabriel Shad, 


informers 


* Not Jong after I meet with the following account of 
this Shad, a notorious informer, that he was cominirted to 
newgate for ttealing goods from one William Lemma to the 

Vou. II. M m value 
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CHAP. informers and affiftants, upon two warrants 


XIV. granted by Peter Sabbs, juftice. They broke 
“v™ open his doors in his abfence, after feven o’clock 
1683. at night in O@tober, kept poffeflion of his houfe 


all night, eating, drinking and caroufing to ex- 
cels of what they found in the houfe, faying, 
all was the king’s. "Vhe woman of the houfe, 
Mary Elfon, was obliged to fit up all night, nor 
would they fuffer any neighbour to bear her 
company, a foldier of the gang threatening to 
flab fome of them, who were defirous to go in. 
They feized four cartloads of houfehold goods, 
a cheft belonging to a lodger,.in .which . were 
writings of importance; the fervants’ wearing 
apparel, and feveral things belonging to two wi- 
dows (which Mary Elfon apprized them were 
not her hufband’s property) and eight loads of 
timber and boards out of the yard. The meet- 
ing houfe, for which the feizure was made, not 
being.the property of the faid John Elfon, he 
made his appeal, and got his goods again, upon 
payment of 3ol. into the hands of the faid jul- 
tice Sabbs; but before the time of trying his 
appeal the juftice abfconded, and the money was 
loft. 

George. Whitehead, in his Journal, page 543,’ 
gives the following account of fome part o 
friends fufferings in London at this time : 


value of 300]. and upon his trial was found guilty of felony ; 
but by the favour of his powerful friends he was freed from the 
gallows, having obtained the benefit of clergy, he was burned 
in the hand and difcharged. He then purfued his former oc- 
cupation ; fuchlike infamous characters even at this time being 
only to be procured to fill an office too odious and too dif- 
honelt for confcientious and reputable perfons to have any 


concern with. Sewel, p. 587. 
“ Our 
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xe Our being fhut out of our meeting-houfes c H A P, 
or divers years in and about the cities of XIV. 

** London and. Weftminfter, and our meetings —~~ 
* kept in the ftreets, in all forts of weather, 1683: 

** was a trial and hardfhip upon us, even upon 

old and young, men and women. But that 

trial was not fo great as to have our eftates 

£€ and - livelihoods: expofed to ruin by a pack of 

** ravenous informers ; although it was no fimall 

* hardfhip to our perfons to be kept out of 

*¢ doors in the: great, fevere and long froft and 

‘¢ {now in the year 1683, for about three months 

* together, when the river ‘Thames was fo 

“< frozen, that horfes, coaches and carts could 

“* pafs to and fro upon it, and a {treet be erected 

<¢ and ftand over it.” 

In Chefhire, ‘Vhomas Needham and Philip Eighty per- 
Egerton, juftices, committed at one time about ay oP 
eighty perfons to Chefter Caftle from a meeting sagmecting 
at Newton, where they could find neither rooms ae =n 
nor lodging for fuch a number, fo that they 
were obliged for two nights, fome of them to 
walk about, others to lie on tables and benches, 
and fome on flags fpread on the floor. At 
length thirty of them were put into a filthy dun. 

-geon, out of which the felons were then re- 
moved. 

But having too many inftances of the arbi- Caf ofEliz, 
trary or cruel proceedings of the juftices in this LA Hal 
reign, I am pleafed when I meet with accounts 
of others influenced by temper and mode- 
ration, as in the following cafe: Robert Blen- 
nel, prieft of Fen-Stanton in Huntingdonfhire, 
profecuted Elizabeth Gray in the ecclefiaftical 
court for tithes. She was’ a poor widow of 
about eighty years of age, and fo infirm ane 
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c HAP. fhe could fcarce, go: out of her houfe; yet the 
X1V. profecutor was fo. hard-hearted as to apply; to 
“\— the juftices to fend her to prifon, fhe being ¢er- 
1683. tified by the ecclefiaftical court as. contumacious: 


Perfecution. Jn Somerfetfhire feveral of 
inSomerfet- « 


fhire. 


But the juftices refufed in regard of her age, 
remarking, that fhe. was an object fitter for ber 
grave than a prifon, ‘Vhe prieft being difap- 
pointed of his defign againft the ancient woman, 
cited her fon William Gray into the court for 
the fame claim of tithes, and procured a certi- 
ficate of contumacy again{t him; but upon. exa- 
mination before the juftices, it appearing, he was 
only a fervant’ to his, mother, they difcharged 
him,, though: the prieft’s advocates exerted their 
f{trenuous efforts with the jultices to fend him to 
prifon. Thus both the mother and fon efcaped, 
the one an imprifonment unreafonably cruel, 
and the other unjuft and illegal; which illuf- 
trates the advantage derived to the fubject, by 
having the proceedings of ecclefiaftical power 
fubjected to the controul of .the civil magi- 
{trates, when they are’ men of moderation and 
humanity. 


the magiftrates and 
informers were alfo very hot profecutors of the 
members of this fociety upon the different penal 
laws, and without and beyond the law. ‘To 
particularize the ‘various means of vexation they 
uled towards them would be nearly a repetition 
‘of the relation of the perfecution in Briftol, 
being fubje€ted in fome parts to the defpotic 
power of Helliar, who was under-fheriff of the 
county this year, and in others to that of Henry 
Walrond, a captain of militia and juftice of 
peace, who was well nigh equal to Helliar in his 
feverity 
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feverity and hatred to this’ people. ‘They werec 8 4 P, 
impriioned in great numbers, informers were X!V- | 
encouraged again{ft them and protected in per- ~~~ 
jury; they were fined, diftrained and excom- 1683. 

municated; their meeting-houfes defaced, and 

the forms broken or burned. 

1680, Giles Barnardifton, of Clare, in the 1680. 
county of Suffolk, who finifhed his courfe in Life ofCltes 
an honourable’ and ferviceable life this year, <a 
was an eminent inftance of the efficacy of pure 
religion in a heart divinely influenced thereby. 

He was born about the year 1624, of parents 
well defcended, and of confiderable account in 
the world. He received a liberal education, 
fuitable to his rank in life, both in feminaries of 
literature, and at the univerfity, where he fol- 
lowed his ftudies fix years, being defigned for - 
the minifterial office*. But when he had ac- 
quired the age and attainments reckoned fuit- 
able for admittance thereinto, and had an offer 
of preferment in the church (fo called) he felt 
a reluctance in himfelf to undertake the charge, 
from a confcioufnels of wanting that internal 
purity and {piritual wifdom, which he conceived 
the fcriptures point out as effential qualifications 
of gofpel minifters; and looking at the function 
as too weighty an undertaking for him to enter 
upon in the prefent ftate of his mind, he re- 
‘fifted the folicitations of his friends to accept 
of the place provided for him, whereby he 
incurred their difpleafure. But knowing himfelt 
unfit for this important charge, he was fearful 
to take it upon him, being perfuaded that they 
who do fo from lucrative motives, without the 
. ae qualifications 


. J. Whiting. 
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C HA P. qualifications to difcharge the arduous duties 


XIV, 


, thereof with diligence and propriety, both by 


1680. 


Eee and precept, have the more to anfwer 
for. 
Notwithftanding thefe juft and ferious reflec- 
tions refpecting the prieft’s office, he had not 
yet attained to that ftability in religion as to 
refift the allurements of pleafure; indulging for 
a feafon in fenfual gratifications, in the paftimes 
and recreations of the age; but being followed 
by the convictions of the grace of God, which 
appeareth to all men, thefe fleeting pleafures 
conveyed a very tranfitory fatisfaction, being 
certainly attended with an intermixture of pain- 
ful remorfe, and fucceeded by the bitternefs of 
anguifh. ; 
After the breaking out of the civil war he 
obtained a colonel’s commiffion in the army; 
but the military life, attended with violence and 


. bloodthed, conveyed ftill lefs fatisfaction, and 


therefore he foon grew weary thereof, and laid 
down his commiflion. 

He then retired to Wormingford Lodge in 
Effex, where in privacy and folitude he applied 
his heart to wifdom, which Solomon faith és 
better than weapons of war. Here, denying’ 
himfelf of his former amufements, he com- 
menced a ftricter life than before ; and being 
incited by a religious regard to the well-being 
of his immortal part, he became  ferioufly 
thoughtful about the way to life and falvation, 
and earneftly defirous of affociating with fome 
body of people who were fincerely engaged in 
inveftigating the right’ way. About the year 
1661 he felt an inclination to acquaint himfelf 
with the principles of the people called pore 

anc 
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and invited fome of them to his houfe. GeorgeCH A P. 
Fox the younger being then at Colchefter, XJV. 
paid him a vifit in company with George We- “Y™ 
therly, and was kindly received ; when enter- 1680- 
ing into religious conyerfation, George Fox 
difcourfed concerning the light of Chrilt Jefus, 
who ta/ted death for every man, and enlighteneth 
every man' that cometh into the world, that they 
might have life ; this fcriptural doctrine agree- 
ing with Giles Barnardilton’s own experience, 
he embraced it as truth, took up his crofs to 
his fondnefs for fenfual delights, broke off his 
conne&tion with his former affociates, relin- 
quifhed the glory and friendfhip of the world, 
and defpifing the fhame, joined himfelf in foci- 
ety with the people called Quakers, at the very 
time when they were expofed to that cruel abule 
‘n Colchefter which is before defcribed » when 
neither his rank in life, his qualifications, nor 
his refpectable character, were of fufficient con- 
fideration to exempt him from participating in 
the fufferings of that time ande place “ aitle 
willingly bore his part in that form of perle- 
cution, in the hotteft time of which he con- 
ftantly attended the religious meetings of his 
friends without fhrinking at the danger, and 
undauntedly hazarded his life for the teftimony 
of a good conf{cience. 

In the year 1669 he removed his refidence to 
Clare in Suffolk, the place of his nativity; and 
here alfo, in conjunction with his brethren, was 
obnoxious to suffering. For in the next year, 
upon the laft conventicle act coming 1n force S, 


Robert Dawkins, a parifh officer of Haverill, 
and 
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C Ha P.and Elias Dowty, an informer, were very active 
XIV. in coming to the meetings there, which were 
“~— conftantly held, and taking the names of the 


1680, 


perfons prefent, gave information to Gervas El- 
ways, a jullice of peace, who readily granted 
his warrants. for diltrefs, which were executed 
with the utmolt rigour. Giles Barnardifton 
with two others had the value of 321. 5s. taken 
from them in a few months, Dawkins aforefaid 
urging on the other informers and officers, fay- 
ing, Come, Sirs, ket us do what we do quickly, 
for this trade will not lajt long. Alter fuflering 
{poil of their fubftance they were debarred of 
the ule of their meeting-houfe, and obliged to 
meet in the {treet during the cold winter, where 
they received much perfonal abufe. 

“In the fame year he made his appearance in 
the miniftry, and proved an able minifter of 
the gofpel; not of the letter, but of the fpirit, 
and in the exercife of his gift he acquitted him- 
felt with faithfulnefs, fervency and wifdom, 
whereby many were convinced, and converted 
to righteoufnels. Notwithftanding he had but 
a tender conftitution, yet his devotednefs to the 
divine will, to the caufe of truth, and to the 
promotion of the eternal well-being of man. 
kind, animated him to travel many journeys in 
divers parts of England and ia Holland, for 
the purpofe of propagating pure religion amongit 
his friends and others. His motives, and the 
ends he had in view, he himfelf hath declared 
to the following purport, viz. '* It is but a 
«* fhort time and we fhall have done with this 
¢§ world ; and I detire that 1 may be faithful ta 
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the end, that I may enjoy ¢hat of thec Hap. 
hand of the Lord, which I received truth XIV. — 
** for, If it had not been to obtain peace ~~ 
of confcience while: am in this world, and 198° 
hopes of everlafting reft with God in the 
world to come, I would never have left the 
glory and pleafure of this world, which I 

had, and might have enjoyed my fhare of, 

with thofe who are delighting themfelves 
therein ; neither would I now. leave my habi- 
tation, where I have an affectionate wife, 

and every domeftic comfort, which a man 
fearing God need defire, if it was not to 

obey the Lord, and to make known his truth 

unto others, that fo they may come to be 

“‘ faved. For this caufe do I forfake father and 

“‘ mother, wife and eltate; and whofoever 
thinks otherwife of me, with the reft of my 

“¢ faithful brethren whom God hath called into 

‘© his work, are all miftaken concerning us, 

«© and I would they knew us better.” At latt, 

after all his labour, in which he difcharged him- 

felf with fidelity, to the fpiritual advantage of 
many, after all his trials and fufferings and tra- 

vels, he was taken ill in his return.from Lon- 

don to Chelmsford, and after a fhort ficknels, 

in which he exprefled his refignation, rhat the 

Lord was his portion, and that he was freely 
given up to die, which was gain to him, he de- ; 
parted this life in peace the.11'" 11"? 1680. O.5. 

about fifty-fix years of age, leaving behind him 

deep impreflions of grateful refpect and honour- 

able’ efteem of his memory in the hearts of 
many of his furvivors, 
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Life of 
Thomas 
Taylor. 


HISTORY of wvrue 


1681. ‘Thomas Taylor, an ancient and faith. 
ful minifter in this fociety, died in the courfe 
of this year. He was born at or near Skipton 
in Yorkihire about the year 1616, and received 
a liberal education at the univeriity of Oxford, 
in order to qualify him for the priefthood. He 
was firft a lecturer at Richmond in Yorkhhire, 


‘and afterwards obtained a living in Weltmore- 


land, where he officiated as a national to>~her, 
and fometimes refigned his pulpit to John Aud- 
land and Francis Howgill to preach in before 
they were convinced. Being, as well as many 
others at that time, f{crupulous in refpeét to 
fome ceremonies retained in the eftablifhed 
church, he declined the ufe thereof; for he 
would neither baptize children at the font, nor 
fign them with the fign of the crofs; and de- 
fended his practice in a difpute with the prieits 
at Kendal with fuccefs. He was in confequence 
numbered amongtt the puritans, and his audience 
was principally compofed of this clafs of the 
people: But the bifhops being at this time, in a 
good meafure, deprived of their jurifdiction, he 
retained his benefice till the year 1652, when he 
relinquifhed it voluntarily. lor George Fox be- 
ing come into thefe parts, he, in company with 
fome other priefts, had an inclination to have an 
interview with him, and for that purpofe went 
over to Swarthmore. His companions oppofed 
George Fox’s fentiments with fome marks of 
refentment; but Thomas Taylor being convinced 
of the truth of his doctrine, yielded affent there- 
ro, and joined him as a companion in travel and 
in minifterial labour: And being now perfuaded 
of the unlawfulnefs of preaching for hire, he 
refigned his living, and preached Chrift freely, 

. according 
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according to his divine command. He travelledc H 


in many parts of England, by his doétrine to 
propagate pure religion and righteoufnefs. At 
Oxford he maintained his principles againft the 
exceptions of John Owen, at that time vice- 
chancellor of the univerfity ; and even the fcho- 
lars ® admitted Thomas had the advantage in ar- 
gument, being fuftained by a power and wifdom 
fuperior to that of fchools and feminaries. 

But his travels were interrupted by a fucceflion 
of imprifonments, the common lot of the mem- 
bers of this fociety, as well under the alledged 
tolerating government of the independents, as 
the fucceeding intolerance of epifcopacy. In the 
year 1657, conceiving it his duty to deliver an 
exhortation to the people affembled in the pub- 
lic place of worfhip at Appleby in Weftmorland, 
and effaying to difcharge himfelf in this appre- 
henfion of duty, he was apprehended and caft 
into prifon there, in the fixth month, 1657, and 
detained till the year 1659. ‘In the next year, 
1660, in the general imprifonment of the mem- 
bers of this fociety, upon the infurrection of 
Venner and his party, he was again imprifoned in 
York caftle, in company with a very large number 
of his friends, five hundred and upwards, taken 
in like manner as hath been repeatedly remarked 
upon that imprifonment in other parts, many 
from their peaceable meetings, fome on the 
highway, fome from’ their lawful occupations, 
and fome out of their beds; they continued in 
prifon till about the gth 2™. O. S. called April ; 
and after lying in prifon, fome two months and 
fome three, were generally difcharged. In the 

: next 
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CHAP. next year, 1661, travelling in Leicefterfhire on. 
XIV. the road toward Swanington he was met by a 
“v™/ company of foldiers, and pafling by them with- 


4681. 


out pulling off his hat, fome of them cried out. 
@ fanatick, and riding after him brought him 
back, kept him prifoner all night, and next day 
after hurrying him from place to place, at length 
met with two country juftices, who tendered him 
the cath of allegiance, and for his confcientious 
refufal to take it committed him to Leicefter fails 
how long he was detained I find no ‘account ¢ 
* But in the fucceeding year, 1662, he was again 
umprifoned in Stafford jail, and at the enfuing 
aflizes was indicted for refufing to take the oath 
of allegiance, and had ientence of premunire 
pafied upon bim, under which he continued a 
prifoncr about ten years, till King Charles IL. 
iffued his letters patent for the general difcharge 
of the Quakers from prifon in 1672. 'In the 
year 1679, being occationally at the houfe of 
William Heawood at Keele, three or four friends 
and fome neighbours came in, to whom Thomas 
felt fomething on his mind to communicate by 
way of exhortation, which having done, he af- 
terwards prayed. One Ralph Boftock, clerk to 
juftice Snead, informed his matter thereof, who 
fent for two of the neighbours that were prefent, 
and obliged them to make oath of the fame ; 
upon which he fined ‘Thomas ‘Taylor for preach- 
ing 20]. from William Heawood, Humphry 
Morgan and John Smith, he caufed diftrels to 
be taken to the value of 71. 10s, 


Thus 
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Thus fpending much of his time while at li-c H a P. 
berty in religious labour, to the fpiritual benefit XIv- 
of many people; and in his fucceflive imprifon- “~—~ 
ments, for moit part of twelve years, being fup- 1681. 
ported by the confcioufnefs of fuffering in a 
good caufe, and in patient acquicfcence in di- 
vine difpofal, he held his integrity to the lott, ~ 
and finifhed his courfe in a virtuous and fervice- 
able life in Stafford the 18th 1™. 1681, O. 5. 
being about fixty-five years of age, leaving be- 
hind him a good report among{t the inhabitants 
of that town, where he had refided for feveral 
years. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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VOLUME. 


A. 


A\BERDEEN, Quakers im- 
_ prifoned there, called before the 
commifhoners, p. 461.—Their 
defence, p- 462.—T'ined, p. 
464.—Ordered to pay their fines 
- to Geo. Melvil, 467.—Who 
levies excefive diftraints, p. 468. 

_ —Straitened and hard imprifon- 
/ ment, p. 472-—Some releafed, 
p- 473» see Bamff. 

Abufes of the conventicle act, p. 
426, 427, &c. 

AG called the Oxford five mile 
act, p. 147." See Conventicles. 

Alexander (Judge) impofes heavy 
fines on feveral of the people 


- called Quakers in Ireland, p. 
265. 

Ambrofe, Alice, with Mary Tom- 
kins and Anne Coleman, whipped 
through three towns in New © 
England, p. 37-—Violently a- 
bufed by two conftables, ibid. 

Ames, William, ‘account of him, 
pavtas. Sc: 

Appeals. See conventicles, &c. 

Armourer, William, a jaftice in 
Berkfhive, his violent proceed- 
ings, p. 200, &c. 

Afhticld, Richard, account of his 
death, p. 429. 

Audland, John, his death and cha- 
racter, p. 83, &c. 

Aultin, John, and others, cruelly 
abused at Portfmouth, p. 16. 


B. Bailey, 
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B. 


Bailey, William, p. 407. 


Banks, John, in Ireland, vifits 


Wicklow, 479—Is oppofed and . 


accufed by the prieft.—Com- 
mitted to prifon, 
preaches to the people, and dif- 
courfés on religious fabjets, 
p- 481.—A mecting eftablifhed 
there, ibid. 

Baptilts, their partial proceedings’ 
in refpeét to a complaint againft 
Thomas Hicks, p. 369. 

Barclay, Robert, account of his 
birth, education, convincement, 
&e. p?217, &c.—Publifheth his 
Apology, p. 400.—Animadver- 
fions on Mofheim’s reflections 
upon it, p. 402, &c.—He and 

~G. Keith difpute with fome f{tu- 
dents of Aberdeen, p. 458.— 
Applies to the king to relieve 


friends in prifon at Aberdcen, © 


p- 4.60.—Goes over to Holland, 

p> 485. mabe a vifit in! com- 
pany with W. Penn to Eliza- 

beth, princefs Palatine, p. 489. 

—, David, convinced, p. 26c. 

—Imprifoned at Aberdeen, p. 
(Wis 


Giles, | 


account of 


him, p. 54 


49- 
‘Bifhop. See Sodor and “Man. 


Bifhops, .defign of toleration op- 
pofed by them, p. 294.-—Pro- 
mote perfecution, p. 396. 

Briftol, crucl perfecution there, 
from. p, .521,.t0 p.. §33, and 
from p. 536 to p, 544. 

Broughton, Leicefterfhire, fiers 
ings of friends there, p. 535. 

Bruth, Edward, tranfported to Ja- 
maica, p. 130. 


where he’ 


Buckingham, Duke of, his fpeech 
again{t perfecution, p. 412. ~ 
Burnet, Alexander, bailiff of Aber- 
deen, an active perfecutor, p. 

471. 

Burnyeat, John, fined 
preaching, p. 320. 
Burrough, Edward, his’ death and 

Character, pr 5; sce! 


. 


2ol. for 
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Callow, William, a friend in the 
Ifle of Man, and Evan Chriften, 
fuffer fevere imprifonment for 
trivial demands, p. 275.—Afte 
tranf{portation and being fevera 
times fent back is fhipped fo 
Virginia, but landed in Ireland 

eo 

ini William, his death, ‘p. 145 

Clapham, George, prieft of Mount 
melick, his extreme virulence 
p. 266. See W. Edmundfon 
—JIs fummoned to appear befor 
the privy council, and fharpl 
rebuked, p. 268.—His_ vindic 
tive proceedings, p. 269. 

Cheevers, Sarah. See Catharin 
Evans, 

Clergy ‘diftinguithed 
oe and low-church 
pP 4 v 

ies roaae dragged out. ¢ 

Thomas Curtis’s and imprifone 

till death, p. 204. 

Jofiah, his 
charadctcr, p. 235. 

Colchelter, perfecution there, | 
23. 

-Coleman, Anne. See Alice An 
brofe.—Cruelly whipped, p. 4. 

Conventicles, act again(t them, © 
111, 295.—LExecuted with { 

veri 


into high 
mer 


death an 


_-) 


* 3s we ute (ia. 


tod egy Longeniend) of — > mail’ 
» Sr O) MEAG) oie ~* ‘oF abe 
’ ¢iquadl ‘bee’ Raqeesy Ni twa wt te ee 


m4 a q w 

ree 8 iit ja stu tee teaidon A 

tip { Sebiiheg Hatepe 

=A fo Dita! colnet A pool Rap 
4] fowateg silks pa ob — alte beste 
‘ite. = beat juel—~ 
of los a hy, anrinwh = —~nl dens, haieg 
Bu, a ee a 
baw tusk viet anes 4d yigversd -tt, Gee an 
or of q ytatharasl> eo wuootyrhyy 


pe hist As guinem “a's i , 


7 gn Leiteaq sivilt' 
ods wf Bratt & moll VA ywolie> ptr Bran 
ialtiss need bos os OT 


4 
WH JexGowkiga wet 1H tid Yo jeunscs redo dl R 
NA 202 oy whine leivers o tu deanon ivi 
pe 38 


larsest goed trod dolvernoqlacty aid dectildy—, og 
pitslorl xi bebosdsad weak = mie pale 4 
ae 


vol beep) nf Mind inst esate ~rrleatin Aon), . 
10 


etbtesb gi! gem recy alk aah tae 
aks fey te Sida. oynost = id net os preg 
eondarvy sms ed Woilan avrdiag win 
sbaonbt .W ae Qe y * 


-tibiiy ti-~ Sap at oe ‘a “anit of ie 

; wee 4 sHQntnerirny ov tig 4 vaitele’h ool 

SARA) 2h lined Sewid> .odey dooeieney NRE mec 

=~ « bared 4 below. 

cigul exh beaihgpeitflils veisia ’ a 
oan —" iin ilywke = Yee gnyodod 


ic-b ts 4 
Os  \ticch ile le oe Ty | mrais yd 
bea fiewt “a pared. 


——— O04 4 Ja 
is , tA winds sds pou 7 


| yan naiticnhiy fledsivD bas Et resp aia Ao 


- HA s68 san sanmlathe a) vile ‘i : Ai 


b | elope viel? — choi F 
a virtiode Himngs fae \eataitusy weld tena 
ol diw harper — ee 1 
eis 


: i 
EY, 


us 
- 


= 


I N 


verity beyond the law, p. 311. 
—Appeals generally ineffectual 
for procuring redrefs, p. 312.— 
Arbitrary mifcon{truction of con- 
venticles, p. 313. 

Cooper, Robert, his hard treat- 
ment by a prieft, p. 415. 

Cutis, homas, of Reading, vio- 
leatly perfecuted by William Ar- 
mourer, 198.—Arbitrarily ftop- 
ped from going to Briftol fair, 


p. 202.—His whole family in | 


paler, p- 203% 
,» Anne, the oath tendered 
to her which fhe remon{trates 


againit, p. 206. 


D. 


Deane, Matthew, Mayor of Cork, ° 


a rigid perfecutor, p. 478. 
Declaration of indulgence, p. ro. 
—Oppofed by the parliament, p. 
20, 362.—Revoked, p. 373. 
Dennis, Ifaac, jailer of Briftol, 
his cruelty, p. 537.—On his 
death-bed feized with narot p- 


8. 

ome Earl of, proprietor a 
governor of the I{le of Man, at 
the inftigation of the bifhop very 
fevere to the people Quakers, 
p- 278, 281, 284. 

Diicipline, diflertation thereupon, 
p- 161. 

—-, objects thereof, p. 168, 


&c. 
1, Actendance of Meetings, 
Pp: 169. 
2. Love and unity, p. 171. 
3. Education, p. 173. 
4. Tithes, 177. 
c Attending vain fports, &c. 
POLL 
Vor, II. 


D ih Xx. 
6. Jultice in commerce, p. 
179. 
7. Marriages, &c. 184, 
8. Care of the poor, 189. 

g. Manner of dealing with 
tranfgreflors, p. 193. 
Difpute between Robert Barclay 
and George, Keith, and fome 
ftudents of Aberdeen, p. 458, 

&e. 
Dobfon, William, died a prifoner 
for tithes, p. 428, 429. 


be, 


Ecclefiaftical demands rigoroufly 
enforced, p. 414. 

Edmundfon, William, imprifoned 
in the general imprifonment upon 
the infurrection 1660, p. 263. 
—Solicits and obtains a general 
releafe for his friends, ibid.— 
Without paying fees, p. 264.— 
Excommunicated by procurement 
of George Clapham, prieft of 
Mountmelick, p. 266.—Lays a 
narrative of Clapham’s proceed- 
ings before the government, p. 
267. See Clapham, George.— 
Applies again to the lord heute- 
nant and council, &c, p. 270. 

Elfon, Jobn, cruelly plundered 
for illicit fines, p. 54.5.—Ap- 
peals, upon paying the fines ob- 

tains his goods, p. 546.—The 
jultice abfconds, and the money 
is loft, ibid. 

Evans, Catharine, and Sarch Chee- 
vers, travel into Italy, p. 5t— 
Intending for Alexandria are 
put into “Malta, p..§2.—Wut in- 
to the inquifition, 53.—Their 
fuffeviags there, p. 55, &¢.— 
Releafed by the mediation of 

No Lord 
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Lord D’Aubigny, p. 61, 62. 
—Are kindly entertained at Leg- 
horn and ‘Tangier, p. 62. 


KF. 
Farnfworth, Richard, his death 


and character, p. 222. 

Fell, Margarét, fummoned before 
fome juftices, p. 29.—Who ten- 
der her the oath, and imprifon 
her, p. 30.—The prifon very in- 
commodious, ibid.—Her trial, 
p. 92 —Sentence of premunire 
paft upon her, p. 98. 

Fifher, Samuel, for refufing to 
{wear committed to Newgate, p. 
t5.—His ‘death and character, 


p- 141. 
Flamftead-end, Hertfordhhire, fuf- 
ferings of friends there, 534. 
Forbes, William, for publifhing an 
excommunication again{t James 
Urquhart, contrary to convic- 
tion, falls under great trouble 
of mind, p. 256. Afterwards 
being about to publifh one again{t 
his own dafighter is prevented 
by fudden death, 257. 
Fox, George, wiites a paper dif- 
claiming all plots, p. 25.—Sun- 
dry attempts to take him, p. 26. 
— Committed to Lancafter caftle, 
. 29.—His trial before judge 
Twifden, p. 81.—Clandeltinely 
condemned in a premunire, p. 
g1-— Removed from Lancafter 
in a weak condition, p. 150.— 
And imprifoned in Scarborough 
caftle, p. 152 where his impri- 
fonment is very fevere.—At faft 
releafed by an order from the 
king, -p. ! 5.—Travels, under 
great weaknefs of body to efta- 


rE ee 


blifh monthly meetings, p. 159. 
160.—His arrival in Ireland, p. . 
272.—Taken before the mayor 
and difmiffed, p. 320.—Travels 
to vilit his friends under perfecu- 
tion, p. 358.—Taken ill in his 
journey, p- 359.—Exerts him- 
felf to procure his wife’s liberty 
with fuccefs, ibid.—Sails for 
America, p. 360.—Unjuttly im- 


_ prifoned at Worcelter, p. 377+ 


—-Removed by habeas corpus, 
p- 384—Remanded to Wor- 
cefter, ibid. —LDrought before the 
feflion, p. 385-—Clandeftinely 
condemned in a premunire, p. 
388.—A gain removed by habeas 
corpus and releafed, p. 390.— 
Goes down to Swarthmore to 
refide, p. 391.—Leaves Swarth- 
more and travels to London, p. 
424.—Goes over to Holland, p. 
426, 485.-—Proceeds in com- 
pany with William Penn to Am- 
{terdam to a quarterly meeting, 
where they explain the nature 
and ufe of meetings of difcipline, 
. 486.—Travels into North 
Holland and Germany, p. 488. 
—Returns to England, p. 496. 
—Receives. Letters from New 
England relating the renewed 
perfecution there, p. 498.—His 
declaration on behalf of friends, 
p. 506.—Profecuted in the Ex- 
chequer for tithes, 514. 


Fuce, Jofeph, dies in the White 


Lyon prifon, Southwark ; his 
life and character, p. 143. 


G. 


Grange (near Charlemont) meet- 


ing fettled there, p. 262. 
Gray, 


<o 


Set sey ha Aid ah a 


+ Weta ovihwe wut stele ns 
fasod 


zt 2 @ & f 


 cbmalorl yo levine ih odt gee 

i wit onde ood T2-8 rt) 
tliverT-—voey af. sbieilivatiby bung 
~via tahinelawi oid iv ut 
eid mk Ui ela! — lee ag ynnlt 
“tik trate gae oy re 


stash 
rol ligt —— bi Sy shin vidi 


“ins (ilo — od | oe A -097 OAV. 
“ACE 4 etoliopwW yo, Lowetivy avtlingunl 
uiry eemtled Yd bevoisdt— -4i (RY 

OW a fvhustelonWs 19 lac aH, 
tlt otaibsd wiyueritll —. lids pysfies suing Ya 
low titonel! 8 “<q ytGaliah Req 
“f pinion, Bat beeishaw> a griiies ad 
mended te henquese wien Am Weg 4) sisgwoll a 
—~OQ2 4 beesive boc tuys — crotveela bas 


MR samtrewis o neob ann) 
a Te. LO7 .y yrtlss 
q pe oF sliver Baw sour 
4a 21 wwe 
“m0s M4  treronih— yay dey ermal Aniege seites 
21d) o3l evcitli'W Abie ye “ime UP yrenins 
swAteom Yeap & oF snles aldvost tieviy 
PWwHin ait wilgas yodd-srale. —— obeidiery 
oily Dib te agniresw to-do bas 
git eldi Yeti es 
Aly .q cyaneniss) bas iH 
ms a 
co 


i 


asad -— 
hea eats 

—_ wb sorle erniny 1 
lan tS telat fe 


24k only aj eer ai At wal" 
a i » early be 
si ody ck doy poet " 1 owt 
cul trawl twats re eg Olt gs 
hp araiiared bow shit ddyveitendgs 
a 


I Nee DD 


Gray, Elizabeth, and her fon, 
through the candour of the juf- 
tice refcued from imprifonment 


at the fuit of a prieft, p. 547. 
H. 


‘ 

Halhead, Miles, p. 221. 

Hall, William, his fufferings, p. 
406. 

Harding, James, tranfported to 
Jamaica, p. 130. 

Haydock, Robert, convinced, p. 
22a 

Hayes, Robert, put aboard a fhip 
in order to be tranfported, dies 
there, p. 131.—His character, 
ibid. 

Helliar, , a notorious perfe- 
cutor in Briftol, p. 522. 

Hereford, violent abufe of friends 
in that city, p. 421, &c. 

Hicks, Thomas, calumniates \ the 
Quakers, p. 368. See Bap- 
tilts. 

Holland and Germany vifited by 
feveral friends, p. 485. 

Hooton, Bliz. removes to Bofton 
with the King’s licence, p. 39- 
—Set in the ftocks at Dover, 
and imprifoned at Cambridge, p. 
39.— Whipped through three 
towns, p. 40.—Again whipped, 
ibid. —Again, p. 41. 

Horfly-down, illegal proceedings 
there, p- 344. See Order, &c. 
—The meeting-houfe demolith- 
ed, p. 347-—Barbarous abufe of 
the meetings by foldiess, p. 347. 


e 

Howgill, Francis, taken out of 
the market at Kendal and im- 
rifoned, ‘p. 31.—His trial, from 
p. 96 to 108,—Sentence of pre- 


E ss 


munire paft, ibid—His death 
and charafer, p. 236.—His 
epifltle to his daughter, p 242. 
Hubberthorn, Richard, dies in 
Newgate, his life and character, 
p: 2, &e. 


1b. a 
Jaffray, Alexander, convinced, p. 
255.—His death and character, 


'P- 455: 

Jail infeéted, feveral imprifoned in 
il, Pp. 340. 

Jenkins, Walter, and others, grie- 

. voufly abufed, p. 251. 

Informers profligate and infamous, 
p. 307.—-Often perjure them- 
felves, ibid.—Are exorbitant in 
their diftraints, and encouraged 
thereto by the juftices, p. 311. 
See Juftices —Generally poor, 
p. 418.—Encouraged to renew 
their occupation, p. 519. 

Ireland, account of friends in that 
kingdom, p. 262 to 268.—Ge- 
neral imprifonment in 1660, p. 
263.—William Edmund{on fo- 
licits and obtains their releafe, 
ibid. 

——— governed by men of mo- 
deration, p. 267—Expofed to 
fufferings, p. 479.—Prefent to 
government their fuffering cafe 
in Chancery fuits, p. 482. 

Ifle of Man, perfecution grievous 
there, from p. 274 to 292. See 
Sedor and Man. 

Jury, for not altering their verdict, 
fix of them bound over to the 
King’s Bench, p. 129. 

fined and imprifoned, p 336. 

Juftices and informers ftretch. their 

‘power beyond the law, p. 311. 
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—Very partial in deciding ap- 
peals, p. 312, &c. notes. 

Judges, ineffectual application to 
them, p. 394. 


K. 


Keeling, Judge, his fpeech againft 
the people called Quakers, p. 
12% 

King Charles II. 
tion, 

Keith, George, joins R. Barclay 
in his difpute with the ftudents, 


p- 458.—Goes to Holland, &c. 


See Declara- 


D485. mye 
Knight, John, fheriff of Briftol, 
an unmerciful perfecutor, p. 522, 


&c.—Is knighted, p. 528. 
: Oe 
Life of Richard Hubberthorn, p. 


Ph 
Edward Burrough, p. 5. 
——— John Audland, p. 83, &c. 
Samuel Fifher, p. 141. 
Jofeph Fuce, p. 443. 
-———~ Richard Farnfworth, p, 
222; 
~-——— Jofiah Coale, "p.231. 
Francis Howgill, p. 236. 
Thomas Loe, p. 229. 
William Bailey, p. 407. 
——— Ifaac Pennington, p. 439- 
—— Alexander Jaffray, p.455. 
Giles Barnardifton, p 549. 
Thomas Taylor, p. 554. 
Loe, Thomas, his death and cha- 
racter, p. ‘229. 

London, the city laid wafte by 
fire, p. 156. pe 
———, yearly mecting eftablifhed 

there, p. 163. 


E X. 


London, meeting of fufferings, p. 
164.. 

———, change of the magiftracy, 
p. 519. 

Longworth, Roger, committed to 
prifon as a fufpected papilt, p. 
436.—Privately difcharged, p. 
437- 

M. 
Marfh, Richard, his fufferings, p. 


5 30- 
Mead, William, his trial, p. 328. 
Meetings of’ difcipline eftablifhed, 
p. 158, &c.—The firft meet- 
of difcipline at Skipton in York- 
fhire, p. 161.—In Ireland, p. 
271, 


~, monthly, p. 162. 

~, quarterly, p. 163. 

--, preceded by a meeting 
of worfhip, 167. 

Meeting-houfe at Bull-and-mouth 
deftroyed, p. 156. 

—- —-, new one at Grace- 
church-ftreet built, p. 157. 

Meeting of Sufferings. See Lon- 
don. ; 

Meldrum, George, and John Men- 
zies, priefts of Aberdeen, en- 
deavour to excite the magiftrates 
to perfecute, and the mob to 
abufe friends there, p. 258, &c. 
—Procure the imprifonment of 
Andrew Jaffray, p. 259. 

Mefler, John, convinced, p. 451. 

Mollefon, Margaret, convinced, p. 
256. 

Moore, William, with Jobn Philly, 
travels into Hungary to vific the 
Hortefche brethren, p. 63.— 
They travel into Upper Hunga- 
ry, p-64.—William Moore goes 

to 


in - 
. ia, 


x @ @& & 


. co, 
as yah Wh anviewn aohsol -qe gnilioah ab - 
q orgait 3 = pene ) P 
~ yoga cet sede Yo oped — ee og hor iene ; _ 
Mm? 4 


we lenin dmowgaa I 


5 hityery batho W Oe Muhiy 
Wf vegetal vowel —.iig ,. 


tie = Remgns 
a ] seindlewgt f 
aad | dani Qh | 
4 atgnrchal aut i 
yell 


oft 3 | 
‘Oty g deeesid mei, bei arsbull ‘ 
‘odilbedy smiley Wo ayn 06 boellol Dey ; as Gr 
pom hit fT — 28 hai ¢ 
“do nt mongidG sn acilgitth Fo tot Ww ‘Winall, 
dita alae oq out - 
- Re 
tg ldo 
Si gde PIERS (pe 
atom é nN athe oe 


oO . ET | a 
vagal ‘op at 


Penn, William, account 


l SIN D 


to Comora where he is appre- 
hended, p. 65.—John Philly al- 
fo apprehended, 66.—They are 
brought before the inquifitor and 
examined, p. 67.—Put to the 
torture, p. 69, &c.—Sentenced 
to be burned, 73.—Sentence not 
executed, -ibid. —— Threatened 
with the execution of the fen- 
tence and various tortures, ibid. 
—William Moore fecreted in a 
convent, p. 79.—Releafed, p. 
81. 


WN. 


New England, perfecution continu- 
ed there, p. 33 —Sufferings of 
Alice Ambrofe, Mary ‘Tomkins 
and Anne Coleman, p. 35, &c. 
—Elizabeth Hooton, p. 38, &c. 
—Edward Wharton, p. 42, 
&c. $ 
Nottinghamhhire, irregular proceed- 
ings of the juftices in that coun- 
ly, Pp» 420, 421. 


- 


O. 


‘Order of council for demolifhing 


the mecting-houfe at Horfly- 
down, p. 345. 


jee 


Parliament, change therein, p. 374. 
—Jealous of the court, p. 395, 
411.—Diffolved, and anew one 
fummoned, p. 448. é 
of his 
birth, education and convince- 
ment, &c. p. 212, &c —ls im- 
prifoned in the tower, where 


he writes his No Crofs No 
Crown, p. 229,—His tial at 
the Old Builey, p. 328, &c.— 
Is taken at Wheeler-{treet, p. 
355.—Texamined by Sir John 
Robinfon, ibid. p. 356, 357.— 
Committed to Newgate for fix 
months on the Oxford aa, p. 
357.—Writes his Great Caufe 
of Liberty of Confcience, p. 
358 —Anfwers Hicks’s ia- 
logues, p 369—Writes Eng- 
Jand’s prefent Intereft, p. 397. 
—He goes over to Holland in 
company with George Fox and 
others, p. 485 —Pays a vifit to 
the Princefs Elizabeth and the 
Countefs of Hornes at Herford, 
p. 488, 489.—Pafles on to Caf- 
fel, Frantfort and Crithcim, p. 
491.—Returns to Aimfterdam, 
p- 492. Thence to Iriefland, 
Pp. 493.-~Vilits Labadie’s difci- 
ples, ibid.— Goes to Embden, 
and applies to the burgo-mafter 
on behalf of friends there, p. 
494.— Returns to Herford, ibid. 
—Keturns to England, p. 496. 
—Obtains the grant of Penfyl- 
vania, p. 510. 


Pennington, ‘Ifaac, p. 439, &c. 
Petecution at Portfmouth, p. 17. 


—at Colcheller, p 23, &c— 
In New England, continued 
from p. 33 to so.—At Cork, p. 
477.—I1n Northamptonthire, p. 
210.—Generally renewed,  p. 


393- ee 
Philly, Joha. See William Moore. 
Phips, Joleph, his trial, p. 209. 
Plague breaks out in London, p. 


135.—Encreafes, p. 139.—Vif- 
ty two friends die in Newgate, 
notwithitanding which \the pri- 
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fons are crowded with freth pri- 
foners, p. 140. 

Popith Plot, p. 434. 

Prior, Francis, with feven others, 
fentenced to tranfpertation, p. 
r19.—The matter of the fhip 
being compelled to take them, 
difmiffes them, p. 120.—In- 
forming the king and council of 
their difinifion they are impri- 
foned, p. 121. 

Priefts of Aberdeen endeavour to 
{tir up perfecution, p. 450. 

Prifoners, twenty die in Newgate, 
p. 2.—One hundred and twenty 
condemned to tranfportation, p. 
137.—Fifty-five taken from New- 
gate to be tranfported, p. 137, 
138.—Twenty-feven of whom 
die of the plague on fhip-board, 
ibid. —The thip taken by a Dutch 
privateer, and the prifoners fet 
free, p. 139.—Prifoners releafed 
by the declaration of indulgence, 
Pp. 365. 

Public affairs, p. 411, 430, 431, 
432. 448, 449: 499» 500s 
508, 5 18..- P 


ae 


Quakers (fo called) the greateft 
‘fufferers by the conventicle act, 
p. 112.—Their patience under 
faffering, p. 133 —They fuffer 
alfo by the five-mile aét, though 
not made again{t them, p. 149. 
—Their general imprifonment in 
the Ifle of Man, p. 276.—They 
are excommunicated ~ without 
procefs, and delivered over to 
the fecular. power, p. 278.— 
Order for their tranfportation, 
ibid.— Several umes fhipped off, 


and fent back again, from 

279 to 288,—Sutill the greateit 
fufferers, p. -305—Many of 
them greatly fpoiled, p. 306.— 
Generally releafed from impri- 
fonment by the King’s declara- 
tion of indulgence, p. 365, 366. 
—Apply to the king and parlia- 
ment for relief from acts made 
again{t popifh recufants, p. 507. 


R. 


Ratcliff meeting-houfe pulled down, 
Pp. 352. 

Remarks upon the conventicle a&, 
p. 298, &c.—Upon the abufe of 
friends of Horfly-down imeet- 
Ing, Pp. 350. 

Refolyes of parliament in favour of 
diffenters, p. 513 

Robinfon, John, alderman, and 
lieutenant of the Tower, moves 
for a reward for the recorder, p. 
343.—Caufeth the mecting-houle 
at Ratcliff to be pulled down, 
p. 352.—Hath the fame defign 
upon that at Wheelcr-ftreer, 
353.—LBut is prevented by Gil- 
bert Latey’s afferting his title 
thereto, ibid —Watchcth’ the 
meetings for William Penn, who 
is taken, p. 354.—And by him 
committed to Newgate, p. 357. 

pee LOMAS; Oe Oo nait= 
Broughton, his cattle diftrained, 
and partly for want of a pur- 
chafer, returned, p. 437. 


S. 


Sabbs, Peter, a juftice of peace, 
grants warrants of diftrefs againtt - 
John Elfon for 3ol. p. 546.— 
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which being lodged with him in 
order to appeal he abfconds with 
the money, p. 546. 

Scot, John, wrongfully imprifoned 
on the Oxford five-mile aét, p. 
327. 

Scotland, account of friends in 
that part of Great Britain, p. 
255.—Sheldon (archbifhop) pre- 
vents the defign of a comprehen- 
fion and toleration, p. 294.— 
Promotes the fevere execution 
of the conventicle act, p. 301, 

Shrewfbury, fufferings of friends 
there; p25 3 

Skein, Alexander, convinced, p. 
451- 

» John, imprifoned at Aber- 

deen, p. 464.—Suffers by ex- 

cellive diftraints, p. 468. 

, George, a violent perfecu- 
tor p. 479. 

Smith, Humphry, dies a prifoner 
in Winchetter jail, p. 18. 

Sodor and Man, biihop of, in- 
{tances of his cruelty, p. 278, 
282, 283, 285, 287, 2838. 

Somerfethire, fifferings of friends 
there, p. 543. 


Ay 


Taylor, Thomas, account of him, 
P- 554: 

Tithes, fufferings on account there- 
of, p. 247, notes; and fee p. 

15, 429. 

rToiciae. ea See Alice Am- 
brofe. 

Trahern, Samuel. 

Trial of George 
&ec, 

=———— Margaret Fell, p. 92, 

Francis Howgill, p. 96. 


See Fr. Prior. 
Fox, p ‘ 89, 


E X. 


Trial of Eight perfons, on the con- 
venticle aét, for tranfportation, 
pad 6; 

~ twenty-fix prifoners atNew- 

bury feffions, of whom twenty 

are condemned in a premunire, 

and two to be tranfported, p. 

206. 

— Jofeph Phipps, p. 209. 

——— Henry Adamfon, p. 225. 

William Penn and Wil- 

liam Mead, p. 328, &c. 

— Vhomas Rudyard and o- 

thers, p 337. 

— Vizekiel Archer and Mar- 
gery Fann, ibid. 

Trigg, Hannah, her f{evere treat- 
ment, p. 127. 


U. 


Verdict, an unjuft one again{t Hen- 
ry Adamfon, p. 225. 4 
Vincent, ‘Thomas, a prefbyterian 
preacher, vilitfics friends, who 
demand a meeting to vindicate 
thenifelves, p. 227.—The meet. 
wing is interrupted by the rude- 
nefs of fume of the auditory, p. 
© 228. See William Penn. 
Vickers, Richard, profecuted on 
the ftatuce of 35 Eliz. p. §39. 
Brought in guilty and condemn- 
ed, p. §42.——-Removed by ha- 
beas corpus to the King’s Bench, 
and acquitted, p. 543. 
Urquhart, James, being convinced, 
is excommunicated by the pref- 


bytery, p. 256. 
W. 
Wales, early fufferings of friends 


there, p. 249, &c. a 
darton, 
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Wharton, Edward, whipped thro’ 


three towns in England, p. 44. 
—Again at Salem, p. 45.—Or- 
dered to be whipped again 
through Bofton and Lynn, p. 
46.—Barbaroufly whipped at 
Bolton, p. 49. 


Whitehead; George, for preach- 


ing at Grace-church-{treet after 
a prieft who had read the com- 
mon prayer and preached there, 


is taken before the mayor, &c.: 


p. 322.—Is imprifoned at Nor- 
wich, together with Thomas 
Burr, 501.—Tried at the Sef- 


1B x. 


fions and recommitted, they re- 
gain their liberty, p. 505.—In- 
formed apain{t and fined, p. 520. 
—Appeals, p. 521. 

Whitehead, John, committed to 
prifon as a jefuit, p. 533. 

Williams, John and Philip. See 
Walter Jenkin. 

Winton, Francis, a poor man, his 
furferings, p. 251. 


oe 


Yearly meeting. See London. 
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